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deliver a blow to the revolutionary activity of the Party.

There is a great number of other trials, chiefly against

Communists and workers and also against peasants who have

taken part in the fight of the Communist Party.

A political trial will take place before the Corte d'Assissi

in Milan, in which the accused are a group of workers who

in Cascina Claretta repulsed the punitive expedition of the

fascists with armed force and killed its leader, Porcu. This

trial has been referred to the usual judges in order to minimise

the political importance of the events in Cascina Claretta and

to prevent an outbreak of indignation of the masses against

■ the Special Tribunal. At the same time it is certain that the

judges of the ordinary court, who are likewise fascists or

people devoted to fascism, will not show any mercy to the

victims who have fallen in their hands.

The year 1930 also shows a great increase in the number

of deportees. At the end of 1929 and at the beginning of 1930

- the government made extensive use of the right to "pardon"

deportees (who had not asked for this favour and in many

cases even refused it) . The government wanted by this means

to place the deportees in a bad light in the eyes of the masses .

But on their return the "pardoned" Communists took their

places in the ranks of the fighters; and the fight was all the

more effective
it coincided with the period of the

general revival of the class struggle. The

events in connection with the mass activity in Italy, the con-

tinued intensification of the econmic crisis and the prospects

of the fight of the proletariat have resulted in hundreds of

Communists and revolutionary workers being sentenced to

deportation. The deportation islands are thickly populated by

new exiles and old ones who have been sentenced for the

second time.

as

numerous

One must also bear in mind, however, that the news

regarding all these sentences is very incomplete and that it

can give us only a faint picture of the real state of affairs in

Italy. It is known, for example, that the proceedings at the

Special Court are held in camera, and that it imposes sentences

of imprisonment of which it is impossible to keep any check.

One can say that in the year 1930 there have taken place

approximately over 40 trials, of which about 15 were of great

importance. Of the 300 accused, about 200 were sentenced to

terms of imprisonment amounting in all to over 600 years,

250 to a total of 800 years deportation, and 300 to about

100 years police surveillance. These sentences passed in the

present year are to be added to those which were passed up

to the end of 1929, making altogether about 2500 persons

sentenced to 10,000 years imprisonment and 1600 year' de-

portation, and 5000 persons to about 12,000 years of police
surveillance.

It wouldbe fairly safe to say that 95 per cent of those

who have been sentenced to imprisonment are Communists or

participated in the work of the Communist Party of Italy.

Of the deportees, 70 per cent are Communists and the remain-

ing 30 per cent are members of other parties. Of those placed

under police surveillance 60 per cent are Communists. This

shows that the fight against fascism is being waged in the first

place by the Communist Party.

The reaction in Italy is really appalling. The situation of

the Italian proletariat is exceedingly hard and difficult. One

can truly say that Italy is a gigantic prison in which every

town, every village and almost every workers' family has its

victims. The fascist reaction in Italy is becoming more and

more savage; it increases to the extent to which the working

class and the Communist Party increase their action against

the capitalist order of society. In view of this situation it is

absolutely necessary that every revolutionary outside of Italy

realises that the thousands of victims of fascism require his

Support and solidarity.

Save Kagan, Sosnovitche and Niebiecki!

Warsaw, 15th October 1930.

Comrades Kagan, Sosnovitche and Niebiecki are in grave

danger. They have been sentenced to death in Biala-Podlaska

and they may be executed at any moment. The report that

their sentences have been reduced to terms of imprisonment

is incorrect. The international proletariat must continue its

protest action with all energy or the Polish fascists may face

us with an accomplished fact,

The basis of the report that the three have had their

sentences commuted, is that the three young workers Hirsch,

Proper and Jugend on whose behalf the workers of the

world organised a great protest campaign, have succeeded

in their appeal against the death sentences. The frivolous

brutality of these sentences can be seen by the fact that

one of the accused was acquitted whilst the others were

sentenced to 12 and 18 months hard labour respectively. It

will be remembered that the three young workers were

sentenced to death for no other crime than that of having

engaged in the distribution of communist literature.

TRADE UNION MOVEMENT

The Annual Conference of the United

Mineworkers of Scotland

By Harry Pollitt (London).

The Secound Annual Conference of the U.M.S. was held

in Edinburgh on Sunday, October 12th. In spite of tremendous

financial difficulties there was a representation which indicated

the determiniation and strength of the union members to over-

come all difficulties in order that the whole coalfield could be

represented. There were present 56 delgates from U.M.S.

branches, 7 delegates from womens' guilds, 19 organisers and

members of the Executive, and 9 fraternal delegates from the

N.U.W.M. , Minority Movement, and W.L.R.

The conference was opened by President Comrade Kirk

whose speech dealt with the present economic crisis of capi-

talism, and in particular the crisis in the mining industry.

The report of the Executive Committee's work for the

past year was given by the General Secretary W. Allan, who

reviewed the many strike activities of the Union, and showed

how in other spheres of activity such as compensation claims,

etc., the U.M.S. was responsible for many important gains so

far as treatment of injured workers was concerned.

In the discussion which followed, in which many of the

delegates participated, the outstanding thing which was

noticed was the terrible picture they painted of the

conditions that obtain in the Scottish coalfield. One delegate

crystallising this when he declared that "the Scottish miners

are going through hell, suffering the torments of the damned",

and this was eloquently confirmed by the speech of one of the

women from the Womens' guild who showed the terrible

situation that exists for their menfolk, and in this connection

how important it was that the work of the womens' guilds

should be given great prominence in order that they could

mobilise the miners' wives effectively behind all the miners'

current struggles.

After an exhaustive discussion the report of the Executive

was adopted unanimously.

The main resolution dealing with the mining situation and

the tasks of the U.M.S. was introduced by Comrade Young on

behalf of the Executive, who outlined the character of the crisis

facing the mining industry to-day, and what steps the U.M.S.

must take in order that it can win the decisive leadership of

the mass of the miners.

The whole of the tasks enumerated in the resolution to

be carried forward on the basis of a wide recruiting campaign

around the following programme of the U.M.S.

1. Fight for the Seven-Hour Day, a guaranteed wage of

12/- a day for hewers, stonemen, machine-men, etc.,

11/- a day for all underground workers, 10/- a day for

surface workers.

2. A guaranteed weekly wage of £ 3. 0. 0., £ 2. 15. 0., and

£ 2. 10. 0. for the respective grades .

3. Adequate protection for young workers, and equal pay

for equal work.

Com. Harry Pollitt, fraternal delegate from the Minority

Movement, brought greetings to the conference , and showed

the necessity for the U.M.S. closing its ranks and making a

tremendous step forward in its activity throughout the whole

coalfield, particularly in adopting practical measures to streng-

then the inner life of the Union, to ensure more effective strike

preparation, to develop womens' work, and bring about a

closer personal touch between the leaders of the U.M.S. and

the membership in the pits and branches.
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Com. McShane, fraternal delegate from the N.U.W.M.,

made a speech showing the necessity at this moment above

all others for securing the unity of the unemployed and

employed workers, and indicated the role that the U.M.S. could

play in this connection, particularly in supporting the coming

Scottish march on Edinburgh of the unemployed workers.

Com. Proudfoot moved an emergency resolution on the

Workers' Charter and effectivively pointed out the tremen-

dous weapon this placed in the hands of the U.M.S. in its

future work in the coalfield; the resolution pledging support to

the fight for the Workers' Charter, and to mobilise the miners

for demonstrations on the eve of the opening of parliament,

and to secure a mass representation at the National Charter

Conference in January was adopted with acclamation.

Com. J. Stewart in a very effective speech moved a reso-

lution supporting the "Daily Worker", pledging the conference

to assist in developing Friends of "The Daily Worker Comm-

mittees", securing "Daily Worker" correspondents in the

coalfields, and raising money for "The Daily Worker" Guaran-

tee Fund. This resolution was also carried unanimously.

Great enthusiasm was created by the receipt of a tele-

gram from Com. Gallacher the Communist candidate at Shipley

wishing the U.M.S. every success, and amidst stormy applause

it was decided to send the greetings and wishes of success

from the U.M.S. to Com. Gallacher in his fight in the Shipley

byelection.

The conference then gave its attention to various amend-

ments which had been proposed to the rules, and after decision

had been reached on these points, a motion was put by Com.

Kirk that for the remaining period of his office he should be

relieved from the duties of president in order to enable him

to devote the whole of his time to organising work in the

Lothian coalfields, and the Executive unanimously recommen-

ded the conference to elect David Proudfoot to the presidency

of the U.M.S.

In spite of various shortcomings which have been noted

and will be obviated in future, it is a fact that this Second

Annual Conference of the U.M.S. has witnessed a closing of

the ranks, a keen recogniiton of the opportunities that lie in

front, and a determination on the part of all present to go

forward with confidence and optimism in the daily work of

building up the union and making it the most powerful organ

of the Scottish miners' daily struggle.

IN THE INTERNATIONAL

The V.Party Congress of the C.P. of Poland

By J. Lenski.

The V. Party Congress of the C.P. of Poland which was

held in the second half of September marks an important

stage in the revolutionary development of Poland.

The working masses are beginning to break through the

barriers of the fascist dictatorship and to overcome the

hindrances which social fascism has placed in their way. The

profound ferment among the masses of the peasantry is lead-

ing to bloody collisions with the police, to fierce encounters

in the village. Elements of civil war are to be perceived in

the national emancipation struggle in Western Ukraine and

West White Russia.

The tremendous tension within the revolutionary masses

synchronises with disputes in the fascist camp as to the best

methods of overcoming the crisis and regarding participation

in the government in order to save the capitalist stabilisation

on the basis of the fascist dictatorship.

The present situation demanded of the Party Congress

a thourough analysis, a clear perspective and unambiguous

tactical instructions. The V. Party Congress came up to the

mark in this respect.

which is further aggravated by the existence of feudal rem-

nants and the fascist methods of their liquidation, which

increase the hunger for land, by the improverishment of the

peasant masses, by the usurious debts to foreign capital, by

the uninterruptedly growing military expenditure and ex-

penditure on the fascist State apparatus.

The most important task of the Party is to capture the

majority of the working class and the decisive masses of the

peasantry for the socialist revolution. Events are developing

at a tremendously rapid rate. The tactics of the Party must

be, to mobilise the millions of toilers, to show them, on the

basis of their daily experience, the revolutionary way out of

the crisis, to develop a concrete programme of the Soviet

power, to dispel the democratic illusions and frustrate the

counter-revolutionary manoeuvres of the social fascists.

Hence the necessity of increasing the activity of the

Party in the struggles of the masses (against unemployment,

rationalisation, increased prices, fascist terror etc.), as well

as strengthening the Party organisations in the course of

these struggles. These tasks constituted the basis of the

deliberations and decisions of the Party Congress, which

subjected to a severe criticism the insufficient activity of the

Party, the enormous disparity between the influence of the

Party and its organisational status, the weakness of our

influence in the revolutionary trade unions and the unsatis

factory state of the Party cadres.

The Party Congress worked out directives for the united

front tactics, which are more than ever an important means

for winning the majority of the working class. The possibility

of winning the masses away from the social fascists was

never so great as it is now, when there exists a great cou-

tradiction between their words and deeds, between the fight-

ing spirit among the rank and file of the social fascist party

and the oppositional manoeuvres of the leaders.

The Party Congress devoted particular attention to the

question of strengthening the leading role of the Party in

the economic struggles. On the basis of the decisions of the

V. Congress of the R. I. L. U. the Congress laid special

emphasis on the development of the revolutionary trade

unions and the trade union opposition, upon the organisation

of fights which are increasing in the most important indu-

strial centres, upon drawing the unemployed into these

struggles and converting them into political fights against the

fascist dictatorship.

The intensification of the class struggles in the factories

which are encircled by the police and fascist armed gangs,

creates favourable preconditions for the organisation of poli-

tical mass strikes, solidarity strikes and protest strikes against

the terror in connection with political demonstrations. In this

connection the fundamental task of the Party consists in

extending these strikes over whole districts in connection

with the course towards the general strike.

The Party Congress issued the slogan: "the face to the

big factories" in connection with the second slogan: "the

face of the Party to the million masses of toiling peasants",

If we succeed in leading the peasant masses in an organised

struggle for land without compensation and for a workers'

government, then the victory of the proletarian revolution

is secured.

At the same time the Party Congress issued directives

for the work among the agricultural labourers who form

the most important prop of the Party in the village.

The national question occupied a prominent place in the

deliberations of the Party Congress; it was pointed out that

the intensified class struggle of the nationally oppressed tol

ing masses is no longer directed only against the Poiss

bourgeoisie, but also against the bourgeoisie of their OWT

nation. The Party Congress issued directives for the work

in the national emancipation movement in order to strengthe

the hegemony of the proletariat under the leadership of the

Party and to link up this emancipation shuggle with th

general revolutionary movement in Poland. Aginst the antis

German incitement the Party Congress emphasised the fight-

in the foreground the slogan of the right of Uppe Siles

self-determination up to complete separation.

proletarian elements steeled in long fights and in prison- ing solidarity of the Polish and German proletariatand pc

The composition of the Party Congress-overwhelmingly

showed the maturity of the Party. Nearly all the districts

were represented, the majority of the delegates being elected
by district conferences.

In analysing the situation in Poland the Party Congress

pointed to the accentuated character of the economic crisis,

The Party Congress focussed the attention of the De

on the fight against all anti-Soviet preparations for war,

obvious war provocations by Polish fascism and its allies




