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It is understandable that the present situation in Spain
should arouse anxiety and keen questioning as to how it
has come about, that in spite of a heroic resistance un-
paralleled in history, fascism has yet been able to achieve
its present position in Spain.

It should, however, be clear to everyone that the main
rupun;lbm(y for the present situation rests not on the

inish Popular Front or dm Negrin Government, but on
e Lhamberhm Governs

The, Cesado. dictatorship ia the logical result of
Chamesans policy of active intervention, on the side of
the fascists since July, . He has assisted them in every

m, an

o
intervencion,  whil he even deceived the Labour Party
into supporting for a year, as he is now decciving it into
supporting so-called * National Servicer

Responsibility for “Non-Intervention”
e there has been an attempt to blame the
tervention on the French Government,
“The real instigator was exposed by J. Longuet, cditor of
the Socialist paper Le Populaire
Pl o ot W S by 388G
ot A s g Sy o g
il o S ety

valved France in widet conficts, this country would nok sonsin
At ot Tof Bl Sopeoes Sai o e oot
Belgians took a similar view. Being faced by this gesion by

Bitin and Belgium, the Trench Government found 4

criminal results were phain for ll the
world to see, the Labour Party Excoutive supported non-




intervention, and the Daily Herald came to the defence of
the National Government in a leading article on March
15th, 1937, which declared :

Labm o ok Bl he Sy pople ¢ b

abour s not convineed it . ¢ has
easom for beleving % would help the facns”

The official Labour movement continucd to support
non-intervention for nearly a year, when the pressure of
its wn rank nd fle compelled it reverse s polcy

ut at no stage during the heroic struy
Spanish people, has the Labour Party Executive been pres

pored, o ose.decis
rought overwhelming strength against the whole policy of
e i

ly ©
betraying Czechoslovakia, but also_against Republican
Spain. It was qu.cm foliowed by Chamberlan's visit to
edly gave his blessing

ein Cacilol

Active Intervention

o Asa el oftheoverwilming weight of arms broughc
0 bear against them, the Republican armies i
eere . Yt defeatil Anchak (i paja Chamberitip
e to the next sage in his policy of desroying Re-
publican Spain—active mterveation on behalf of Frai
Tmmediately after the fall of Barcelona, rcprcunu-
tives of the British and French Governments put the
strongest posible pressure on Negin for unconditonal

Slmul!menully they were acting in the most dastardly
manner in_the annals of international diplom:
alliance with Franco, ha
ed

st Azana, who provel a i

Ieaders like Casad and Mo, and mg
leading Re e s

o ull support of the tracors round Cebalieo,the

& reactonay sectons ofthe Anarchiss

BOUM, and o




—this unholy combination being united only on one thing :
to bring about the defeat of Ncgrm and the forcble sup-
pression of the Communist Part
The fist open move, in v o, Ve
(‘,uvgmmmt of Daladier, came wit
onof Ming Franco’s forces, organised
out by Chamh:rlam  through the utiisation of the British
ruiser “ Devon
“The wcupauon o’ Minorca was speedily followed by
tgrm s position rhrongh the recogni-
0, o cp .mgcdm gnat of Azana, and
then by the fascis rising at Cartagend, the surrende of the
Republican flet, and the formaion o( lI\c Juntain Madrid
under the leadership of Cass fensive
oy o e TR it sgainst Negrin and
the Communist Party.
There are those who cannot understand the apparently
sudden collapse of the united resistance to Franco and the

Workers, above all, however, will know how to approach
& Spanish problem correctly, for they know very well
that inthe cours of any prolonged s Strike of lock-oug there
are always_people who t n lon

ough.”” These capitaators. e prey to every lying
rumour that the employers circulate.How much more are
uch ideas Hkely to fod expression in Spain, after thiregs
two months of btter struggle

Especially when territory is lost, towns are destroyed,
‘hundreds of thousands forced to seek refuge in France,
and there is sabotage from within, defeatism, treachery,
loss of faid ance of victory, all raise their heads.
And when, in addition, the so-called democratic govern-

demaocracy, but send in their agents to foment and en-
courage all hese Sentiments and to sk out those they can
use, the titanic tasks that faced the Negrin Government are

A word here in regardtothe part played by M, His

defection from the Republican ranks ‘was heay

blow which caused univereal sucprise in Britain: But 15
3




those who had [ullo\»cd thc spzmsh situation very closely,
it had bben clear for at \ m)a in spite of his

s Promouncemaning St S04 CASERD g out the same
Policy of struggle that charsctedsed i

1936
dofence of Madrid, When the magmﬁ uccessful
ro offensive of the Spanish Guvtrnmem was men

last spring and summer, zhe strategical pl ud
5y oloaibres . Cnral Spain seekng g lesdersip, o

Misia, These did not fake pace, and this fact was already
indicative of the growing_ opposition that the Negrin
vernment were facing from the military leadership,
ghich howsver, sl professed a certain layalty to the
Spanish Republi
But again let it be emphasised that even this coup d'etat
could never have been organised and carried through by

Was Rcsistance Possible ?

y people will now ssy that it would have been the
end the strug

Spnn All the necessary possibilities existed—a powerful
army, war materials and strong defensive _positions.
Resitance would have made possible the kind of peace that
Negrin has always demanded—a peace that would provide
for the independence and integrity of Spain, freedom
from all foreign in and a free ife for the Spanish
people, with no pcrx:umun e i ‘population and
o seprisl

istance would have been strengthened by the
hosnluy to the Italian and Gmmn invaders which was




increasing in Franco territory, by the growing support of
the democratic people all over the world, and by the
changes taking place in the international situation.

Was the Struggle Necessary ?

“T'here will be others who, under the
events,

ssure of recent

cstion whether all the sacrifice of life and

s necessary, or whether it has been in vain. This

viewpoint, however understandable, is wrong. 1f one thing

has been proved since 1933, it s that if fascism had not

been resisted, it would to-day be riding roughshod over the
world

‘The Austrians were right to resist in February, 1934,
The Abyssinian people were right to resist in 1935, The
Spanish were a thousand times right, and their resistance
0 fascism has been the most prolonged and glorious of all.

It has done more than anything else to weaken the
Rome-Berlin axis. It has completly dislocated all the
international plans of the fascist powers. It has increased
the contradictions between Germany, Italy and Franco. It
has strengthened the mass opposition to fascism inside

ermany, Austria and taly, which to-day is a source of
serious concern to Hitler and Mussolini. It has awakened
millions to political consciousness and recognition of the
langer of fascism.

The struggle of the Spanish people against fascism
has evoked the greatest demonstration of international
solidarity the world has ever scen, It has taken the form
of food, money and medical supplies, and the organisation

for the first time in_hist

2&

effor

solidarity has bound the people of every count
world closer together than ever before, in'a way which will
prove to be of still greater value in the batles that lie
ahe:

The Spanish struggle has taken tens of thousands of
heroic lives; but it has saved the people of Britain and
France from being already involved in a new world war,
and the sacrifice has not been and will not be in vain.

s
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Ttis not the first time in history that such a situation has
developed. It happened at the time of the Paris Commune,
and how Marx lashed the enemies of the people in words
that we need to remember to-day!

Working men's Paris with its Commune will be for ever
cclebrated s the glorious harbinger of the new socity
ety it et et o he wckog ) 1

as already nailed to_that  cternal pillory
foom which al the prayers of thele st il ot ave o rodeems

them.
"The Paris workers have been crushed by superior forc
h ot destroyed. Yet it 1 ther opponents who are really

il them to be
ik ly o 58 el of e Bpu L EoTiE
but of all democratic and progressive mankind.
The Attack on the Communists

have often stated that Chamberlain js desirous of

We

establishing fascism in Britain; that he

yoring class movement, the berion aien
Union. The

Colonies and the Soviet’ Unior present events in
Spain amply prove that this is true
Chamberlain’s nominee, Casado, was required to

over to Franco the leading polmml and military s
the Negrin Government and the entire leadership of the
Commumst Party of Spain.

Promptly armed forces occupy the Communist Party
headquarters. Thousands of Communists are arrested.
“The working clas strcts are menaced by tanks and hea

ity in'gnder do kitmidaro the pofitation foen ssiog
against the betrayal of Negrin's pohcy.

Yet cven this display of force did not prevent loval
supporters o the Negrin Government and the People’s
Front ir adrid from endeavouring to continue their
e, e i grtnmsl politcd significance

<.
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Who in those days of struggle in Madrid, could read

without fecings of buming anger, he leading article in

che Daily Herald on Friday, March 10, which endeavoured

oo b previous support of Chamberlain’s policy

o( mm.mzmu. tion by paying lip-service to the heroism

Communists, and followed this up by an attack on

the l:mdcrs of the Negrin Government and the Communist

Party who had been forced to leave the country to avoid
being shot by Casado’s military Junta?

Every sincere anti-fascist understands that the leaders
who left Spain in order to avoid being shot acted in the
present and future interests of the Spanish people whom

t lead again. Would the Spanish people be
wea 52 ettorigte today’ i Negel Paklonaria, Dl

Vayo, Modesto and Lister had already been shot? | Was
not Mar right when he sought sanctuary from persecution
in other countries, instead of indulging in false heroics?

When the Kerensky Government issued the order for the
arrest of Lenin n onder 1 thoot biss i July, 1917, s
not Lenin right in escaping to Finland?

If Lenin had not left the country in order to carry on
the struggle in other ways, he would not have been able
10 lead the working class of Russia to victory in November,
1917, and to lay the secure basis for the Soviet Union of
to-day, in all its dignity and strength, able to say through
Stlin'st the 18th Congres of its Communist Party:

osc who want o give us one blow had beter be
mpamd to receive two

The Communist Party ingled out for such attacks
because it was the main force in the People’s Front and the
Army to organise resistance to fascism, resistance that
aiisve Toplly hought vickon

T s D Lo Oncstioniof Time
We do not believe the struggle in Spain is over. A

who in the fiery furnace of war have fought agtinst s

terrible odds, have achieved such 2 unity out of so many

diverse political nndcnues, have fe\lghl Adeiadin: 4

unparallcled daring and courage, is not a people that any

fascist force can conquer nnd p down permanently.

|
<
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The Spanish people have scen their homes wiped out;

ren blown o fragments; thousands

after weary mile of innocent

women and children ﬁ:cmg from " fascist terror and
brutality.

lese memories can never l)c obliterated, never

burn like unquench-

able fes, s veill one day e averiged,

The Spanish rulers thought they had conquered the
masses in October, 1934. They thought they had drowned
she mass movement in blood and terro, but they had nt!

e through

e great movement of the people which bro

¢ movement rose sti
‘and il yet tmph aud aveage the
ars of martyrdom.

How can we hcxp in Britain?

1. Rouse the wrath of the British people against
Chamberlain’s treachery to such a degree that it becomes
impossible for him to remain in power.

2. Demnand and insistupon the witdrawal ofthe forcign
invaders in Spai

3 Dchadt iy greater energy than we have yel
exerted, that there shall be no persecution e rcpnla]s
against the Spanish Republican pm;)lc, support every
fi free and democratic
plebiscite 1 allow the Spanish people (0 decid thle form

Guvem

g
e
E
:
=
@
b
iE.
2.

d Government facilities for improving the
tcrnl»le lot of the refugees now in the French concentration
camps, and no further repatriation of Spaniards to fascist
tertitory.

5. Demnand sanctuary in Betain forrefuges from faecit
ory and & guaranice of securiy for all Republican
ry znd Government lea

Intensify the campaign o o Spain in order
i Spanish poplemay understand oo deermination

mil




0 help ther, esstance o fasciam by whitever means are
o them. Thes

available t foodships should be accompanied

ko comvesn @ the nearest ports in. Central Bpain
znd the food distributed by an International Control
Commission.

7, Above ll, we must patently explin to ou fellow-
workers and everyone with whe t
Where the responsibiliy les for the continued advance of
fascism, in the first place on the Chamberlain Government,

ut then also, on the Labour leaders who see bastion after
bastion of democracy go down, and yet refuse the unity
which alone can save the working class and the people of
Britain.

Conﬁdence in the Working Class
Strengthened by developments in Spain, the friends of

fascim osst that the advance of faschus iy et
tal finds an echo in \the it obttose
Who tcruveradited doniiindatlic WibIOt o< ouch

ypes as can be found in 'lranspor( House, the LL.P. and
amongst the Trotskyis
How well Lenin kncw them! How apt his Letter to
the American Workers written in 1918!
o revluanay who recogiesthe revoluion of the

proletarist only unde th condion that it proeeds amootly and
iy tha the proletarins of the various countries immediately
o ko et e ight ot cusnt Unes 48 giarinteg

against defeats, that the revolution will advance along the broad
ree and straight path to victory, that one wil not here and there—
on the way to victory—have o bear heavy sacrifices, to hold out

Tourgeos neligateis—he vl n Fac again and again s down
into the camp of the counter-revolutionary bourgepise.”
Fascism is not all-conquering. It is not all-powerful.

Tecan b drven bukeand defeted. Dt the condiions or

this are working-class unity and the People’s Front.

his is the main poli b B amoatedsio
driven home i the mot urgen and convacing manner.

e e




Confidence in the People

“Those who have no confidence in the s(r:nglh and

determination of the working class to lead the mass of the
eople forvard areusing e events in France and
pan-—cuents for which they bear a share of

e simpl et tht can beapplicd 0 prove hat
the political concey the People’s Front is sound.
Frn the Gt e o AR A oo,
the whole power of the National Government has been
exerted to esroy it y spy, fascist agent an
rotakyst is againt it Every caretat and place-ecker
the Labour muvcmcm opposes it; and all, consciously
b unconsciously, support (‘hambcrhm who leads d
opposition to the People’s Fron
i R Al great step
forward for the masses of the people that it is so feared
dnd fate by Hier Misaolin a Chesbers
Take the ex in, for cxample. In 1936,
Spain was LduLahunAlly et e grip of
clerical reaction; with extremely low standards of living
and working conditions and a primitive agriculture. Even
in the few months from February to July, 1936, immense
poliial, econgmic and cultural improvetnts were made,
the memory of which can never be wip
T i, the diffcult peloc of fabcht. Visralnthe
People’s Front built thousands of new  schools, and
educated hunglrvnlw of thousands._ 1t eorganied agricul
It

shed n
equipped People's Amy, Navy and Air Foree, and evoked
a unity and discipline v.hxch is lieraly o miracle, A
powerful Communist Part d that can never be
Eruhed or prevented from leading the strugele of the
wirking pecle

uke France, The Dally Horald cris: * The
People's Front s dead in France,” and we reply, “ Long
live the People’s Front.

g
&
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In February, 1934, the French people were profoundly
influenced by the heroic resistance to fascism wage
Austrian workers, and when the fascists threatened French
. the workers replied with the General Strike
nt agreement between the French Socialist
2d Commnist Partes

This was rapidly followed by the creation of a united
trade union movement, and thus the basis was laid for the
bringing in of still wider progressive forces into a broad
Peoples Front movement, which in My, 1936, secured
the clection of the B o Governmens.
nass movement generated by the Peoples Front
wion the immediate appl cation of 3 substantial part of the
progracume o el ada —the 40-hour week, hlidays

Ay of the
Toined From London, . Blum was forced.into the policy
of noninteryention. Despt allthis opposion, the mass
of the French people received and have retaine
Sains, Magnihcent support has been given o the Spanish
Republic, despite the closing of the frontier. 1f the Negrin
Government was able o resist so long it was in no small
‘measure due to the fact that the forces behind the People's
Eront in France were bl to brek through the bareies
Goyernment from exercising
i in spite of all weaknesses, the
R R Tl o e e
swonger than it has ever been. A united General
Contederation of Labour with 3000000, members, a
Communist Party with over 350,000, st Party with
ves 200,000 e forces that have, 1o be reckoned with,
They ae prciscly those forces which, on the bsis o the
People’s Eront Movement, have been able to prevent the
triumph of Fascism in France.

The Responsibility for Weaknesses

Because a strike is defeated, because some leaders betray
sheir followers, this does not mean that Trade Unions are
n

l
.'



gm0 sevice to the working lss, s the same with the
United Front, and the People’s Front. Because they
ke i sbncetiyichthocal il
temporary defeat, this does not mean that they are useless.

Rather we can say that unity was not carried far enough.
‘The united movements of France and Spain were not
supported by united movements in other countries,
especially Britain. Constant appeals have been made by
the French General Confederation of Labour to bring
about international Trade Union unity and organise joint
n for Spain, only to be repeatedly seputsed by the
British Trades Union Congress. The French Socialist
Farty has boen contnually usged by the Britsh Labour
Party to break off relations with the French Communists,
because unity in France embarrassed mm in their refusal
to wark with the Communists in Bri

was British Labour’s god- spcd fervour when

it Munichthat"helped to_splic the
Sncmllsl Party of Fran

501 10 Fata it otef it S
WERk ool s ol U A FpMer S e
Chamberlain is primarily responsible for the fact that
today France is enirled by faciam and awais with far
Mussolini’s new demands.
{eaders who'sr¢. priarly ‘resporaible for Chambcrhm
being in power. Their refusal to lead a united oppos
against him is only screened by their loud talk ahuul

“Wwanting So " while at the same time they try to
weaken the fight against him.

{They refuse Communist Pary aflstion to the Libour
Party, they expel Cripps, who wants a People’s Front to
Uetelt Clanilsts dad e the same time they work with
Chamberlain in his so-called * National Service ” scheme,
which is not only meant for war time, but to be used in
the ne economic crisis when the worlers standards of
living will be atacked. Preparations for breaking their
e e of e cheF AU i N Bt

“The weaknesses in the People’s Front movements
France and Spain sre lrgely cansed by the Britsh Labour
leaders who, by the suppression of democratic discussion,

12
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by expulsions and threats of expulsions and by threatening
the wnhdm\val of the Trade Unions from the Labour

Party, have prevencd the establishment of 3 Peopic’s
l'mnt in Brit
Itis this hich shames the splendid tradi

policy wi

r Labour movement and makes it the weakest spot in
the international working class front.

We do not need to apologise for the People’s Front; we
donot need to be on the defensive against those who attack
it, There s 10 ]usnlicanon for doubts, fears and hesita-
tons. We  offensive; we launch the attack on
iRt o e subonpud the unted fight of the people in
Spain and France, on who refuse to organise the
common front sgaint e T s i
county; on those whae policy weskers the whole anti-

movement and s one of the principal reasons for
the success of fascis aggression.

“Too long has there been a tendency to sce only the
biack side of the picture. Look round on the new develop-
ments that are to be observed on every side; the new as
Nuzi_movement in_Poland, Hungary, Yugo-Slavia,
Rumania; the fact that the Spanish workers have not
yet spoken their last word by a long way; the rapidly
developing economic crisis in Ttaly and Germany, together
with s realy pressiv growth i the opposiion fo Hitler,
so thatevery elable abseryer coming from Germany and
Austria spéaks of these facts, and of the ant-fascist
activity that is now being can 1 those countries in
Sreatel mehvies than! a 45y ime skics 1933

“The Chinese far from being conquered, have
mmlyunummncd he whole economic stabliy of Japa

are even now preparing to deliver decisive blows
against the Japanese rilariste

In America_there is a tremendous awakening to the
danger to fascism, and serioussigns of the abandonment
of the former policy of isola oosevel’s specches
continually express a e perate in any
common front of democratic states 1o withetand fascist
aggression.

ga
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1 Beiain, millons of people hitherto uninteresed in
politics are now profoundly disturbed and are
politica guidance.” There is great concern in the probler
unemployment and a demand that it shall be funda-
mentally tackled. ' ycuth have compelled attention
ir urgent p eciscly because they have
e some ways has taken
on the character of a Young People’s T
Great rent strikes and tenants’ i sweeping
‘masses of people with very different
unit el lclpeds, gad
why not unite against Chamberlain

‘The support for Cripps and discussion taking place
emorandum are also significant of the new
political ferment.
Above all, what has been done for Spain and China
’s Front in Britain does

China Committss have don magnifcent work.

include Labour, Trade Union, Co-operative, Communist,
Liberal, democratic and peace organisations.  All the f
about Labour losing its independence by paricipaing in
them have proved false. These Comm

basis, and have carried out manifold activiies that show
what really Gauld be done i oficial Labou gave she lad
in organising similar united activity on the basis of an
agreed programme dirccted against Chamberlai
policy ~ and towards the formation of a People’s

Abore all we should e srong because of the srength
of the Soviet Union. Who can read the calm, confident
nid analyticl 7eport”of Comradé Stalin. 1o, the. 18th
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
without feeling that there in the Soviet Union the
democratic peoples of the world have an impregnable
rtress, a country that is truly theirs as wel as it is the
hnvlupcoplts Alongside a capitalist world distracted by
c crises, unemployment poverty, the loss of
Tberten nd. fou of & acw. word war, facee st
N




Soviet Union where these factors are not only non-
existent, but where they are now planning to pass from
the first stage of Socialism towards Communism. While
strengthening their defensive forces so that if necessary
they will v o blows fo one, while expresing resdiness
to fulfil all obli ose who resist fascist aggres-
Son, the Soviet people also o forward to put an end to
all weaknesses in industrial and agricultural production,
and for he complete fulfment of the Third Five-Yeas
Plan of Sacialist Construction

It is up to us

uch 4 conuast between the Socalis and capials
worlds should at ance stmulat strengthen the
Contmoniat Party of Great Briain, which woud immedic
ately lead to an all-round increase in th
influence of the whole working class and progressive
movement.

“The rapid building up of the Communist Party now be-
comes a key factor in the situation.

Ttis absolutely necessary if the struggles uf the indus
workers for higher wages, better working conditions and
against speed-up are to be successfully organised and
carried out f the Means Test is to be ablihed and the
unemployed put back to work of social value; if the old
peopleare to behelpedin i thei fight for adequate pensions;

¢ men and women dependent on agriculture and
rm.mg are to be given concrete help in their struggle to
prserve ther exitence f th unted " pposition movement
to Chamberl o grow in nt strength an
tensity o sweep him and his Government from
Linked up with the question of buidin the Cmmmmm
Party is the question of giving real political educ:
only to our own members, but to (hr: ‘mich wider circln of
serious-minded people who jearn_more
about the system under which we Hive and how we should
actin face of recent developments. In this connection, the
publication of the Short History of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union gives us unprecedented opportunitics
for providing such guidance and help.
15
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{The heavy blow that democray has receved i Spa
and o oy oceupstion of the wholeof Caechoslov v
German.traope 4ises sherply mew-dnd.seious imoce
ing- i Bove b tein,
“The way has bcn cleared for new blows by Ty aginst
France, and Chamberli s already workin to bring bou
och suerendec, " “The! invasion of Ceéchoslovakia
Tl irtee prepations | Tokint  Hiler in his January
surpris

speech described as

“This s why we ‘lddress our appux o men and women

rspmn» do we appm e membership of the
Labour Pary, Trades Uniong and C
take action "n 1 eir
demands lisned o thinckcotod ¥ Ticay RS
rriers and make common cause with all in
Briain who, want to defeat Chamberlain 4, the supreme
issue now before the whole Labour and democratic
movement.

If this is done, then the Whitsuntide Conference of the
Labour Pary can mark  real tuning pot n th polical
History, not only of the Labour Movement, but o

in b the means hrough which Brian comes (i
et 2l he Are ksions G ek, ormrion rlotance &0
Tascium ll over the world,

Publhed by tho Communi Pare of Great By 16, King Sreet,
ondon, W: ted by the Marsion Prin n# Co. (T.U. al
s o Piace, Cayion Sesh London, EC1. 14/3/39°35000




If you are interested in the
Communist point of view on
home and foreign affairs, read

FOR PEACE AND
PLENTY

the report of the I5th Congress
of the Communist Party of
Great Britain, price 6d.

and

AFTER MUNICH

A survey of the International
situation and a call to all who
stand for democracy and peace,
by G. DIMITROV, price 2d.

Obtainable from all Progressive Bookshops or—

WORKERS’ BOOKSHOP LTD.
49 Farringdon Road, London, E.C.I
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