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These two extracts are significant of the tone of the con
gress. Even the capitalist newspaper, the Bombay
Chronicle, in a leading article on the congress, pointed out
the need for more energetic work on the part of leaders of
Indian labourers in organising trade unions.
Following in the path of the representatives of Indian
capitalism the congress passed a resolution demanding
immediate granting of dominion status for India within the
British empire. A resolution was passed for special rep
resentation of labour on legislative councils, but not ap
parently for universal suffrage or even the extension of
the franchise.
Other resolutions called for (1) establishment of the
8-hour day, (2) unemployment and health insurance, (3)
maternity benefits, (4) legal abolition of the system of
fining workers, (5) establishment by law of arbitration
and conciliation boards.
A special resolution dealt with the treatment of Indians
in South Africa, including an appeal to the international
labour movement to assist in preventing the union govern
ment from depriving Indians in Natal of their rights.
Messages of greetings were read from the British Trades
Union Congress, the British Minority Movement, the Cent
ral Council of Russian Trade Unions and from the RILU,
but the only British labour representatives present were
Major Graham Pole, and councillor Mellan of Glasgow in
Em unofficial capacity.
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The lockout in the cotton mills of Bombay ended in the
beginning of December. The workers resisted the ·attack on
wages for ten weeks. About 160,000 workers, including
30,000 women anµ 12,000 children, y,ere involved in the
struggle. The lockout was called off by the employers after
the excise duty was abolished.
Cotton textile industry: :is the oldest Indian industry
owned almost exclusively by native capital. The first
cotton mill (power-driven) was built in 1875. Since then
the industry has grown steadily in spite of the competition
of Lancashire backed by the entire politic.al resources of
British imperialism. Over 30 per cent of the British export
trade with India being in cotton goods, imperialist policy
naturally was to obstruct the development in India of cot
ton spinning and weaving with the application of mechani
cal power. Every time revenue purposes obliged the British'
government .of India to impose duty on the cotton goods
imported, there rose an indignant protest from the textile
magnates of Manchester. Finally, in the beginning of the
present centurr, a 5 per cent import duty was agreed upon
provided that a countervailing excise duty at the simi1ar rate was levied upon the cotton textiles manufactured
i.J.1 the Indian mills. To demand the abolition of the excise
duty on the cotton industry has since been an article of
faith of Indian nationalism. After a few years it was redu
ced to 3.5 per cent.
The situation suddenly changed in consequence of the
imperialist war. Britain found herself in a position where
it was impossible for her to supply the Indian market.
Japan was not slow to take advantage of that opportunity
and invade what had so far been an English monopoly. To
encourage the production of the Indian mills was the only
means of keeping Japan out. There was another considera
tion-to secure the loyalty of the Indian bourgeoisie, the
British government of India abandoned the policy of free
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