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The 220,000 troops of the Nanking government are in reality
soldiers of Chiang Kai-shek, whom he recruited after having
solemnly promised to disarm . Feng Yu Hsiang , after the re-
organisation , created a number of provincial troops , which are
not included in the 2nd army . The Kwangsi group, which of
course would not allow itself to be taken at a disadvantage ,
has not only reorganised its troops in Kwangtung and Kwansi
but has also acquired a great number of troops who have
come from Feng Yu Hsiang and Shantung and Chili . This
competition in armaments is the result of the disarmament
proclamation of the Kuomintang generals . The Nanking dis-
armament conference will naturally lead to the same result .
The bourgeoisie substantiated their demand for dis-

armament by declaring that they can no longer bear the
burden entailed by the upkeep of the army . The clever generals
on their part make use of this demand for further extortions .
The memorandum of the Minister for railways , Sun Fo , to the
disarmament Conference states :

"From August to November 1928 the leaders of the
troops have laid claim to 3,692,000 dollars from the income
of the railways ; in addition to this they themselves levied
a contribution for military expenses amounting to 2,416.000
dollars and finally raised a considerable sum for the pur-
pose of disarmament ..."
The era of disarmament has provided a further source of

income for the generals . The Conference further decided to
raise a popular disarmament loan amounting to 25 million
dollars.

The spokesman of the bourgeoisie , Chiang Kai-shek, spe-
cially emphasised that "the chief task of disarmament is national
unity in place of the country being split up under different
rulers ". But what is the result of the disarmament Conference
up to this point ? Paragraph 6 of the programme of action on
disarmament states :

"The whole country is divided into six disarmament
districts . The first district belongs to the I. army , the se-
cond district to the II . army , the third and fourth districts
to the III . and IV. armies , the fifth district to Manchuria ,
sixth district to Szechwan , Yünnan and Kweichow ."

Thus China is openly divided into six parts . The pro-
gramme further states that the troops of the whole of China
are to be limited to 800,000 men , but that the different pro-
vinces can maintain provincial troops . That is a really elastic
provision !

Chiang Kai-shek wanted . by means of the disarmament
action , to establish the hegemony of the bourgeoisie . But he
was compelled to abandon his illusions and even to capitulate .
General Peh Tsung Chi extorted further money for war pur-
poses . Chang Hsü Liang even caused the ally of Chiang Kai-
shek , Yeng Yu Ting , to be executed . In Yünnan and Kweichow
a new war of generals broke out just at the time of the Con-
ference . The disarmament Conference has not brought any sign
of peace , but only war and again war in the interest of the re-
actionary feudalists .

IN THE COLONIES

Indian Communists in the Election
Struggle .
By M. N. Roy .

Four Communist candidates were put up at the last
Municipal Election of Bombay , held on January 31. This is the
first time that Communists participated in any election in India .
Indeed , hitherto no working class candidate of any complexion
has participated in any election struggle . Considering the extre-
me limitedness of the franchise in India there was , of course ,
very little chance for a working class representative to be elected .
A larger section of the people has the right to vote in muni-
cipal elections than in the election of the National or Provincial
legislatures . Nevertheless , even the municipal electorate falls far
short of universal suffrage , excluding practically the entire wor-

king class . Fighting under these entirely unfavourable conditions ,
the pioneers of Bombay were , of course , defeated . They did not
expect to gain seats in the municipal council elected by an almost
purely bourgeois franchise , and packed with capitalist agents .
They participated in the elections with the purpose of mobilising
the working class and the oppressed urban petty bourgeoisie in
the struggle against foreign imperialism and native capitalism .
In this they won remarkable success .

Since the introduction of Reforms in 1919 , a few "labour
representatives " sat not only in the Municipal Councils of big
cities like Bombay and Calcutta , but even in the Provincial and
National parliaments . They are not elected by the working class ,
but nominated by the British government and , as such , are
rather_defenders of imperialism than of the Indian working
class . By contesting the municipal election of Bombay the Com-
munists challenged this fraudulent representation of labour .

One hundred and forty five candidates contested the election
to 74 seats . The total electorate is about 600,000 . That is , if all
the voters participated in the elections , which is hardly the case,
approximately 4,000 votes would be cast for each candidate , on
the average . The four Communist candidates polled 12,453 votes .
Thus they did not poll much lower than the average calculated
on the assumption that all the voters participated in the election .
Indeed , two of them were beaten by the narrow margin of 227
and 146, being at the top of the unsuccessful candidates in their
respective districts .

In view of the fact that very few of the workers have the
right to vote , this result indicates the spread of Communist influ-
ence even over the poor petty bourgeoisie . Had the working
class been enfranchised , there would have been a crushing
Communist victory. For , during a whole year the proletariat
of Bombay have been carrying on a determined fight under Com-
munist leadership against the capitalist offensive ; the "Red Flag"
Trade Union , organised by the Communists in the course of this
struggle , alone has a membership of over 80,000 . This being the
case, no less than a quarter of a million votes would have been
cast for the Communists , giving them all the mandates from the
proletarian districts , were the working class enfranchised .

Owing to the doubtful position of the Communist Party, and
the general antagonism to Communism that characterises the
present bourgeois political atmosphere of the country , the elec-
tion was contested in the name of the Workers ' and Peasants '
Party . But the candidates are all popular leaders of the Bombay
proletariat , and are well -known as Communists not only to the
British government and bourgeois nationalists , but also to the
working class . If they are persecuted and hated by the former
as Communists , precisely as such they are loved and trusted by
the proletariat .

The demands with which they contested the election made
the class character of the candidates evident . In addition to the
basic political demand for complete national independence , as
against the compromise policy of bourgeois nationalists , the fol-
lowing immediate demands were put forward : 1. Free education ,
recreation and medical relief for the working class ; 2. Municipal
elief for unemployed ; 3. Increase of the wages of the manual
and clerical workers employed by the Municipality at the expense
of the highly paid officials ; 4. Cheap house -rent for the workers ;
5. Heavy taxation of industries ; 6. Adult suffrage : 7. Abolition
of nominated seats on the Municipal Council ; and 8. Municipal
ownership of Suburban railways, tramways , gas and electricity
works .

The election campaign was combined with the general revo-
lutionary working class agitation and propaganda . For example ,
the Lenin Memorial Day was just a week before the election . A
mass meeting was held on that occasion . The election campaign
was closely connected with the Bombay Uprising , which took
place three days after the election . Obviously, the mobilisation
of the masses during the election campaign gave a great impetus
to the determination of the working class to push their resistance
to capitalist offensive to the extent of street -fighting .

By contesting the election the Communists gave another sign
of their political independence . Most resolute fighters for national
freedom , they will defend the interests of the working class not
only against foreign imperialism , but also native capitalism . By

these tactics of revolutionary class struggle the Communists will
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mobilise and lead the proletariat as the driving force of the
national revolution .

The election result indicates another thing the general

radicalisation of the entire political situation . While , under con-
ditions entirely unfavourable , the Communists , contesting the
elections for the first -time, polled nearly the average vote , a
number of right wing nationalists , who for years had sat on the
Municipal Council , were routed . This shows that , altough the
petty bourgeois masses do not as yet follow the Communists ,
they are being influenced by the rising tide of proletarian revolt .
The fearless exposure of the character of bourgeois nationalism
by the Communists helped the petty bourgeoisie to refuse their
support to the out -spoken right wingers , and to cast their votes
for more radical nationalist candidates .

In short , this new move of the Communists has had much
greater effect upon the situation than its immediate result . It
cannot be judged by the number of votes polled by the Com-
munists , which nevertheless , is not neligible having regard to
Indian conditions .

AGAINST COLONIAL OPPRESSION

Protest against French Imperialist
Slaughtering in Equatorial

Africa .
The barbarous system of colonial exploitation , slavery and

oppression is still flourishing in it
s

most brutal form . Forced
labour and other forms o

f oppression by French imperialists in

Equatorial Africa has killed off native railroad workers a
t

the rate o
f

tens o
f

thousands and swept away whole sections

o
f

the native population . While the International Labour Office

a
t Geneva , in the name of civilisation , is supposed to invest-

igate the conditions o
f

forced labour among the natives , this
barbarous oppression and bitter forced labour is butchering
millions in the colonies . During the last decade the population

o
f

French Equatorial Africa has been reduced by six millions .

For the last several months native workers have been in open
revolt against this French imperialist oppression . At this
moment French imperialism is crushing these workers and
carrying "civilisation " into Africa a

t the point o
f

the bayonet .

This raping o
f

Africa , the bathing o
f

the struggles o
f

the
workers in their own blood and the extermination o

f

the po-
pulation in order that imperialism may flourish is shrouded in

silence and secrecy . Only fragmentary bits o
f

news leak out ,

through the strictest censorship , about this uprising and the
consequent slaughterings by the French imperialists . This
censorship and secrecy hides all the barbarism o

f

the French
imperialists .

Brothers and workers of the world : Protest in world wide

unison against this slaughtering o
f

our African brothers and
fellow workers ! Unmask the Impostors !

The International Trade Union Committee of Negro Workers

o
f the R
.
I. L. U. calls upon the working class movement to

protest and rally to the support o
f

the African Workers .

We appeal to the French Workers to send a Workers '

Delegation including Negro Workers to investigate this blood
curdling oppression o

f

French Imperialism .

World Revolutionary Movement : Mobilise the Masses !

Unmask the French imperialist Cut -Throats !

With our African Brothers and Fellow Workers we struggle
against French Imperialism and against World Imperialism .

The International Trade Union Committee

o
f Negro Workers

(Heller . )

FASCISM
The Faseist March in Vienna ..

Counter -Demonstrations o
f

the Revolutionary Working Class .

Vienna , February 24th 1929.

The fascist march in Vienna took place today under the
defence of the Seipel government and under cover o

f

the
Austrian social democracy .

The march , so far as numbers participating in it are con
cerned , was a direct fiasco . There were in all not more than
4000 fascists on the streets , 3200 o

f

them being in uniform .

Only a small minority o
f

those participating in the march a
re

members o
f

the Heimwehr organisations . The rest consisted o
f

nembers o
f

other fascist organisations , (Front fighters , "Ober-
land " , Christian Socialist Freedom League etc. ) , while the n

a

tional socialists held aloof . The fact , however , that the fascists
were able to march through the streets o

f "Red Vienna " at al
l

is regarded by them as a triumph .

The demonstration o
f

the social democratic Republican

Defence Corps was attended b
y

10,000 members o
f

this organi
sation . The participation o

f

the workers was very weak .

At the head of the Heimwehr demonstration there marched
Federal Councillors Steidle and Pfriemer , as well as the notorious
Major Pabst from Germany .

The counter -demonstrations commenced as the Heimweh

marched from the centre o
f

the town into the working class

district of Meidling . On the return march the Heimwehr e
n

countered powerful counter -demonstrations in front o
f

th
e

Meidling Workers Club in the vicinity o
f

which the participants

in the counter -demonstrations broke through the defence cordon

which could only be restored with great difficulty by the police

Along the whole route there were heard the cries from th
e

ranks of the workers : "Murderers of workers ! " , "Down wit
the fascists ! " "Clear the fascists out o

f

Vienna ! " etc. The slogan

o
f

the Communist Party o
f

Austria were taken up everywhere

The police everywhere proceeded with the greatest brutality

repeatedly cleared the square in front o
f

the Meidling Worker
Club and arrested many workers . Of the 70 arrested worker
among them being numerous Communists , some were ver

seriously mishandled by the police .

The members o
f

the Republican Defence Corps for th
e

greater part maintained a passive attitude . Numerous worke

however , expressed their dissatisfaction with their social d

mocratic leaders . As the Heimwehr marched past the Matteo
Hof and the Reuman Hof , tenement buildings which are for t

greater part occupied by social democratic workers , it came
great counter -demonstrations o

f the inhabitants who h
a

decorated the whole block o
f buildings with red flags . T

counter -demonstrations were repeated when the Heimwehr

p
r

cession dispersed . A group o
f

workers , under Communi
leadership , endeavoured to break up a section o

f

the Heimweh

with the result that fresh arrests were made .

Today's "Rote Fahne " was again confiscated for the thi
time . An action is being brought against the responsible edit
for high treason .

The Communist Party has called a counter -demonstratio

to be held on 27th o
f February in the same building in whi

the Heimwehr today held their demonstration . I
n addition t

Party is arranging for the 10th o
f

March a march o
f

the worke
through those streets through which the Heimwehr march
today .
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