The Tactical Problems of the Indian Revolution

Immediate Perspectives of the Nationalist Movement - The Struggle for Hegemony of the Proletariat
The Basis of the Constituent Assembly

After a short period of starmy develap-
ment, the mavement in Indiz is approaching
a crisis.  The erisis will be acceleraced. thru
publication ol the report of the Simen Come
wizgion and thru the political decloration of
the Brizish governmene  which will dollow
upor i, The first part of this report has
aleeady appeured: the other part containing
pusitive recommendacians for India, witf ap-
pear in twa woecks,  The tone of the first
part of the report, which discusses the existr
iy conditens, allews na doubr as o the na-
tire of the pesitive proposals. The demands
oif the Iadian mationslist bourpeolsic wis
not be entiredly mel. At the same time che
wld promise of sell-govermment withia the
Brizish Empire will twke on more definite
lorms, This pramize goes hand in hand witk
pualitical  concessions to o the  native
This wiil he enough to Juosen
sections of the nationelist ourgeoisic from
the revalutionury movement of the pppres
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The nost active cloments of the natien-
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net cend with the aecentence of the bourgenis:
nativraliss leadvzs of any concessicas offerad
them by imperialinn paraded as the Vsub-
staner of independenee,”

The fmmedinte peespactives of the move
ment appeir, therefore, that the Natjunal Con-
aress will reject the conetitutional reforms of-
ivred on the basis of the Shaon Repore and
that the conlerencs prepused by the Boitish
suvernment will be Boycatted.  Disregerdicg
what the leaders of the Natjonal Congress
may  wish, tie mevement will, in alt
probehilicy, take  this developiment. The
leaders, imciudieg Gandhi, did  zor place
themschoes willinghy ot the hewd aof the pres
they were compelled te

CnE o omaEs URrsg
di this,  Ther present eole is not to be
judged by what they desive but rather by
what they do-—by heir political actions. It
s elenr that they woudd be oply toa happy to
lind a way aut of their unplewsant sifuecion.
At the swne time, however, they do pot
under any circumatances wam to lose thew
hold of the movencont thrua asy prematurs
action aygmnst the cupressed wiil of their ful-
Gandhi hes adeeady declared himself

fowcers,
ready 1o popetione with the Imperialist rulers
about a medus vivendi us lang as it will be

compatikle with the “substasnce of independ

ence’,  The “substance of indvpendence”
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peniy Burgenis vosth e wf  Tn.
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the  wictimg of Britizh unperialiss terras
5, THER It eonchnics: “Leng Bwe the Revolu-
pan!  Workers ancd peasants  of the werld,
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aeaw mezn anvihing: esseatally itois Trasal
upon the interests of native capitaiism. But

the correct social questions, which the pet-
ty bourgeoisie, in spite of ali its political radi-
calisin, (s not in 2 position to solve.

It is f‘tom this point of wiew that the

Communists must appreach the tactical prob-
lems of the Indizn revolution,  How is the
pulitical leadership of he proletasiat in the
stroggle against imperialism to be achieved?
This i¢ the contral guestion of the day. The
coming erisis in the nationalist novement af
jers the Communists the opportuuity to rea-
Lze the hegemany af the proletaciar. What-
ever may be the postion the leaders of the
Nationa! Conpgress will adopt, the perty boure
veais masses of the Congress cannot be sat-
isfied with any sort of promisc about the
“sutstance of independence”  Bur they are
unable o give pusitive Jorm to the struggle
into which they hsve tntered,  As Jong as
their activity is not congengrazed ap 4 concrete
basis, their cnergy will be frigered away
in ineflercive nepative activity.  Ineffective
activity with nepative slogans, such as boy-
cott, will only -keep them away from the
road to revelutionury strugple. Such slegans
may still be quite saiisfactory woday for the
representatives of native capitalism, such as
Gandhi and the other leaders of the Na-
onal Congress, And the tasks of the Com-
munists cap bacdly be limited to calling these
leaders  counter-pevolutionaries. The task
of the Comemunisty consists in taking up the

strugde For wetnul lendership and this can.

criy be accomplished by sctiing up postive
demands corresponding o the interests of

compromise.
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revolution.

As the revoluticnary movement progresses the nattve bourgeotsie
in each colonial Jand tends to divide into two scctions, a petty bourgeols
section which is revolutionary and a big bourgeois section which aims as
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Confronting the inperialist coalition s to be found another coalition,
the coalition of the workers and peasants and revolutlonary petty bour-
This is an anti-imperialist coalition aiming ar che complete liberu-
rion of the country fram the yoke of imperdalim.
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The establishment of workers and peasants Soviets is proper for the

transition period between the bourgeois-democratic and the proletarian

—-Stalin, 1925.

—Sralin, 19206,

—Sialin, 1927,

it s procisedy Beve thae Gundhd and the wther
fewders ol the Nitionab Congress wall oo
imtn vonthel with the growing  dissatisiac
ten of his supporters, The tormer (Gaad-
T wnd Yis fviends) are pot agsins capiptal
G mer are they cansaously tur a socal rev

oluticn (even in the bourgeois wense), their
palitican demunds e Liguted eyscatially o
tive translerence of all power te the ootive
hurgeoisie, The vxistog conditivns weigh
Bwaly upos them and the greatest refozms
which the Simon Comnission will be able
to propuse wil hardly be such as to make
any cssentud changye in this. The MNationul
Cungress, as the repesencative ob the epe
pressed mapority of the eational bourgeaisie
would perbaps like 1o peacefuliy lay dowan
s woapens {beyoott, passive rosistance and
civdl disobirtlionce—all of awhich lead to
wormy outbeeabs of an acute revoluticenary
matre} il Cominien status, that is complete
sell-administoution, were gusranteed,  But
deinion  status ds  altegether . ous of the
question boday and deminion  status
could mar ke achicved withoue real streggle.
Conseguently b cutiouk {or the imme-
dinte future is not for peace.
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How Is Preletarian Hegemony
to be Altained?

Merely o re-

The

ranks of the Nationalises will dimindsh. There

The struppic will continuce.
distrivwtion wf forces is facing ws
can he no doukr as to the conduct of the

g haurgeaisic which composcs oaly a tiny

winarity i the entive pepulation.  Today
thcy are sl L:'r\'i:ng to utilize the imass move-
ment s 2 weapen Jor thomselves, What

steps their representatives i the Natianal
Congress will teke still remains doubtivl,
bt it i hardly of importance as far as the
porspectives  of the situagon  are
concorntdi—e situatien that masifeses el
in the Jevelepment of the bourgeois-nasional-
e revelunon agiinst the counter-revolution-
ary will al the big bourgeosic, With or
without e il_.‘J_l‘l'l'LB‘—‘il‘ of its leuders the Nation-
al Congress will continue its ant-imperialist
And the unfelding of the ano

gongral

struprgle.

imperialst struggle will necessarily bring up

those classes that form the sucial buasis of
the movement, The nationalist nasses snited
vader the banoer of the Nariooal Congress
will breuk the fefluenee of the represeniatives
of the couner-revelutdonney seotions of the
hig bourgewisic if the leaders of the masses
ot foraard such demands as are supported
by the peueple. WNor enly the demands of
the warkers and pessants but also those of the
appressed  sovtions i the bourgenisie can-
not be Tuifilicd crecept thra revolutionary
strngyle. This will become the test for Jead-
¢rs like Candhis Theo the propugands of
such demunds the Comeonists witl Jead the
proletaint an the struggle for real political
feudershin mn zhe antimmperialise and revolu-
Lusnary-democratic pevement,

The Basis for the Constituent
Assembly

The Communists cannot draw in the boyr-

geols-denoeratic nationalist masses in @ rew-
wlutinnary strugple with slegans representing
the waximum demasds of the workers and
the peazants. Above all 2 common platform
musc he worked cur. The strugsle zgainst

imperizlisi shsolutismy, fu which the over

whelming majority ol the entire population
s interested, presepposes such a platform,
words: the Cormmunists must in
the very beginning issuc a ceatrzl slogen to
wive positive form to the struggle fer na-
tivnal Bheration,  What should this dogan
he under the given cireumetances? It must
be the conercte expression of the striving
for- the vecopnition of the right of sclf-ad-
wministration.  The oppressed masses ot In-
din must erezte a democratic organ of pow-
er as a weapon in o the prowing  struggle
againet impesialism. The proper slogan in
the present situntion i thevetor: the eles
tivn of a Constiteent Assembly,  As a prac
tienl refection al the self-endowed right of
the Brieish Parliament to decide on the po-
livieai futire of the Indian people, the slo-
gan of 2 Constitient Assepmbly will {ind an
echo in the spirit of rebellion deminaticg the
whole land. Oun the other hand the apita-

In ather

tion fur 1 Constituent Assemmbly will hift the-

movement from the atmosphete of ineflective

negition to that stage of higher development’
which will be a challenge to the ruling pow-
ere. In such a situation the Nationalists will
be forced to look around for allies. They
will be forced to suppert the demands of the
peasant masses, that Is, to come out for a
splutivn of the basic problems of the bour-
geois-demoeratic revolution.  Thus the devel:
apment of the hourgeois-democratic revolu-
tion will develop under the political leader-
ship of the proletariat, '
The development of the bourgeois-demao-
cratic revolution under the hegemony of the
proletaciat and against the will of the beur-
peoisic cannot end with the ereaticn of =
democratic state.  In India the Constituent
Assernbly will sometimes be different from
a bourpeass parliament, It must be called
into life #s the organ of the democratic dicr
tatorship, 1. ¢., as an organ of struggle, thru
which the oppressed masses will seize political
power. As a guarantee that the Constituent
Assembly should in fact arise as a basis for.
such a revolutionary state, it must be elected
nar thiu eniversal suftrage but thru local com-
mirtecs of the Netional Congress enlarged
thre the drawing in of representatives of
workers, peasants, students, small traders, em-
playess, 2nd later soldier organizations, The
organizotions of these varipus oppressed and
cuploited classes have their various demands;
they will send their delegates fivst to the
Congress committee and finally te the Con-
stituznt Assembly in order to carry thru their
demands. The workers and farmers together
wil! constituze the overwhelming majority
in these argans of struggle and power, O

panized independently on the basis of their

class ingerests they will dominete the situa
tivn. '

The Constituent Assembly will not be elect-
cd in urder to adopt 2 formal constitution
but ax an instrument for the realization of &
program of national democratic revolutidn
worked out on the basis of the demands of
the oppressed olasses which form its social
basls.  Auitetion on the basis of the slogan
will preparc the basis for a general armed up-
rising for the overthrow of the dominant po-
litieal and social system, The Constituens
Assersbly as 2n organ of the revolutionary
democrazic power gan only srise out of 2
victorious uprising. '

The proposed - Constituent  Assembly s
something quite different from the bourgeocis
parliiment but 1t 48 neveitheless no Soviet.
It it the organ of the democratic dictarorship
Z 4 very special type that arises out of the
developing  bourgeois-democratic  revolution
under the political leadership of the proletar-
i,  The slogan of Constituent Assembly
with its democratic color corresponds to the
suciad chavacter of the revolution and at the
swme time its realization will drive the revo-
luticn beyand the lovics of bourgeois de-
PRACEICY.

The above article, written over a month
ago, s teken from No. 4 of the Inter-
national Information of the Communist
Oppuosition {Inkepp).

JUST OUT...

Indispensable Material on the Indian

Revolution

INDIA IN REVOLT

Material and Documents on the
Struggle of the Indian Masses

for Freedom

(Manifesto of the International Com-
munist Opposition for the Freedem of
the Indian People—The Lessons of
the Lithore Congress—The Course of
the Indian Revolution and the Shome-
ful Anti-Communist Line of the Offi-
cial Purty Leedershin)

15C

REVOLUTIONARY AGE
37 Fast 28th St. - New York City




