
Saklatvala Speech in Parliament, 13/07/1925: 
–ON COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA IN INDIA 

 

With your permission, Mr. Speaker, I ask the indulgence of the 
House while I make a brief personal explanation in regard to a 
sentence in my speech last Thursday night. It is due not only to me 
and my party, but to the House, and for a correct understanding of 
the functions and purposes of debate in this House by my Indian 
friends. When I said in the course of my speech that I held myself 
responsible for, and that I am at the bottom of many of the 
Communist manifestoes and the Communist propaganda in India, I 
beg to explain that I unequivocally, unreservedly, and without 
reservation associate myself with, and endorse such manifestoes, 
resolutions, and propagandist literature as are openly and officially 
propagated by the Communist party of Great Britain. 

This does not refer to documents of doubtful origin advocating 
crime, or whatever is alleged, which has no proven authenticity. I 
submit that, while I, on behalf of my party, as well as on behalf of 
my electors, will always in this House express fearlessly and 
unequivocally the sentiments and true feelings of peoples struggling 
for freedom and liberty in this Empire, we would not, Mr. Speaker, 
endorse here in this House a propaganda which advocates individual 
crime through religious or racial animosities, or for personal 
revenge. 

 


