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of capital plus the average profit, and it is this price which
Adam Smith calls the natural price, cost price, etc. It is
the average price to which competition between the different
trades (by the transfer and withdrawal of capital) reduces
the prices in the different trades. Competition, then, does
not reduce the commodities to their values, but to their ;ost
prices, which may be sometimes above, sometimes below, or
on par with their values, according to the organic composi-
tion of the capitals, as was shown above.
: Ricardo confuses value with cost price. He therefore
believes that if absolute rent existed (that is, a rent inde-
pendent of the different degrees of fertility of the soil) then
agricultural produce, selling as it does above the cost price
(that is, the.advanced capital plus the average profit), would
likewise permanently stand above its value. Which, of
course, would be inconsistent with the law of value. He
therefore denies that there is such a thing as absolute rent
and assumes only differential rent.

However, his identification of value of commodities and
cost price of commodities is thoroughly wrong, and was tradi-
tionally accepted by him from Adam Smith.

The facts of the matter are these:
Assume the average organic composition of all non-agri-

cultural capital to be c 80, v 20 (at 50 per cent surplus value),
then every £100 will emerge from the productive process
with a surplus value or rate of profit of £10. Total £110.

Assume now that the average organic composition of
agricultural capital is c 60, v 40. Then the product, at the
same rate of exploitation (that is 50 per cent), will be £120,
and the profit rate 20 per cent. If the farmer sells his agri-
cultural produce at its value, he sells it for £120, and not for
£110, its cost price, for which he would have to sell it if
there were competition in land. But here the landlord comes
in and takes from the farmer the £10 as absolute rent, or
the difference between value and cost price.

Low organic composition (that is, relatively high vari-
able capital) means really low development of the productiv-
ity of labor in any sphere of production. The organic com-
position of agricultural capital, which is, say c 60, \, while
the composition of industrial capital is c 80, v 20, shows that
agriculture has not attained to that degree of productivity
which manufacture has reached. As sooa as agricultural
capital reaches the composition c 80, v 20, absolute rent will
cease and there will but i emain differential rent, which is but
surplus profit, and which of course may also occur in certain
manufactures as long as they enjoy special technical, topo-
graphical, or any other advantages. I shall deal with differ-
ential rent in my book, as I think that Ricardo's assumption
of a constant deterioration of agriculture is devoid of all
foundation.

With regard to my definition of cost prices as distin-
guished from value, I may remark that apart from the differ-
ence between constant and variable capital, which emerges
from the immediate process of the production of capital, there
is still to be considered the difference between fixed and cir-
culating capital, which emerges from the process of the cir-
culation of capital. But this would complicate matters here.
I only desired to give you a right outline of my views about
surplus value, cost price, rent, in criticism of Ricardo. But
you will admit that by clearly considering the importance of
the organic composition of capital a good many difficulties
and problems easily solve themselves.

w
About Scott Nearing

IE have received the following communication for pub-
lication in the WORKERS MONTHLY:

Editor, WORKERS MONTHLY

Dear Comrade:

Commenting on Earl Browder's criticism of Scott
Nearing's theories, may I say that while I appreciate
the good spirit of it and do not doubt that Comrade
Browder's general criticism may be sound, still I do
think that when he characterizes Comrade Nearing
as a mere "liberal," he shows a sad confusion of
idea—a confusion Nearing himself could not be
guilty of. If we are going to be exact, let us be very
exact, especially in our criticism of each other.

Fraternally,

S. PORTER,

San Jose, Calif.

Comrade Browder's Reply.

Comrade Browder's reply follows:

Comrade Porter should read the article again,
and he would find that I characterized Nearing not
as a "mere liberal," but as one who, beginning as
a liberal, has become a Communist even though not
yet completely clear. Comrade Nearing's record as
something much more than a liberal is well-known;
he was an editor of the "Revolutionary Age," one of
the first left-wing publications in America after the
Russian revolution. Although he did not go along
with any of the organizations that resulted from
this movement, yet he always established a line of
demarcation between himself and the yellow Social-
ist Party, membership in which he dropped a couple
of years ago. There was not the slightest intention
on my part to slur over the various steps of Com-
rade Nearing in his progress toward Communism
when I spoke of his "liberal" political beginnings.
And when Comrade Nearing finds himself in com-
plete agreement with the line of the Communist In-
ternational he will also find that no Communist will
make arguments against him on the basis of past
differences. If we discuss the views of Nearing pub-
licly at this time, it is only beacuse Nearing em-
bodies certain issues before the movement. In the
process of criticism we clarify our own ranks and,
we hope, bring Comrade Nearing and all who think
as he does, closer to Communism and to the Party.

EARL R, BROWDER.

Work Routine
rpWO days hunting a job,
-*- Three days on job.
One day resting up from job.
Repeat.

—Henry George Weiss

A Communist Milestone
The Fourth Convention of the Workers Party of America

By Max Shachtman
rriHE revoltuionary party of the working class is not born

with its full vigor, strength, and ability. It develops and
reaches maturity only with years of struggle against un-
healthy elements and tendencies within its ranks; its arms
and mind are steeled and sharpened in the cruicible of fiery
battle against the enemies of the proletariat; its leadership
is built and made firm by test and by the experiences and
errors and victories of the workers throughout the world.
Writh the knowledge of its tremendous historical role it aids
in the task of leading the masses to their triumph by con-
sciously improving the quality of its revolutionary mettle.

The fourth national convention of the Workers Party of
America which nreets this month is a milestone in the de-
velopment of an American Bolshevik party. It is to be held
after two highly important gatherings of the Communist In-
ternational: the fifth, world congress and the sessions of the
enlarged executive, which considered the bitter defeats of
the revolutionary movement in 1923 and their causes, which
reflected the crystallization of the sharp struggle for the
liquidation of the perils of the right-wing deviations and ultra-
left errors on an international scale, which laid down a de-
tailed line for the building of mass Leninist parties in a
period of the temporary and partial depression of the revolu-
tionary wave in Europe and its rise in the "backward" parts
of the world.

The American party convention is taking place at a
moment which follows a period of intense internal discussion
and strife over various political differences which will, with

the fraternal aid of the Communist International, result in a
consolidation of Communist forces in this country and a
greater clarity and definitiveness of political line, more solid
theoretical conception and practical pliability.

The delegates will gather at a time when American im-
perialism is rushing madly towards world domination over
the bodies of millions of weaker peoples in ail corners of the
earth, and the convention will be confronted by a situation
where it will proclaim its revolutionary task of transforming
the swiftly approaching world war into a civil war of the
proletariat against the ruling class. America, no longer the
relatively isolated nation of some fifty years ago, is now a
power of the first magnitude and has its far-flung financial
interests which a well-knit military machine stands ready to
defend and widen at a moment's notice. And a Communist
party in this country must put in the forefront of its prob-
lems that of combatting imperialism which places under the
yoke of slavery the people of the colonies and semi-colonies,
which prostitutes broad sections of the aristocracy of labor at
home, drags ever broader sections of the working class down
to the level of colonial slaves, and sacrifices the flower of the
proletariat in its conflicts with other imperialist powers: war.

This is not the only problem of the Workers Party.
There are many others which are in many respects unique
in the international Communist movement. We are relatively
the most decentralized of the Communist parties of the
world, with our cumbersome apparatus of language federa-
tions and social-democratic form of territorial branches which

can be remedied only by a determined
ideological campaign for the re-organiza-
tion and further organization of the party
upon the basis of shop nuclei, along with
actual organizational measures to ac-
complish the aim of a Bolshevik party
rooted in the shops and mines. Thus we
shall have the means whereby a party
can be built composed primarily of the
workers in the heavy, basic industries:
the miners, the steel workers, the metal
and machinery workers and the like.

But shop nuclei by themselves do
not make a Bolshevik party. To become
the party of the masses, to represent
their interests in every single strike,
lockout, in every progressive movement
in the trade unions, to lead and fight for
their bread and butter needs every day,
to broaden and intensify every issue that
affects the workers, to increase their po-
litical mass consciousness—to become,
in short, the recognized leaders of the
aspirations and desires and struggles of
the workers is the aim of the party. To
become the champion of the interests of

Maurice Becker
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the millions of brutally oppressed Negroes and to secure an
alliance with or the neutralization of broad strata of the
poorer sections of the farmers is another condition for vic-
tory.

Lenin pointed out that a Communist Party also carries
on a consistent theoretical struggle for the purification of its
ranks from hangovers of the social-democracy which formed
the first reservoir from which most Communist parties drew
their strength. In the United States this struggle takes the
form of a campaign to eliminate the ideology of Loreism.
This does not mean only a struggle against these who avow
themselves of Loreist tendencies but also against those who
actually express or represent these tendencies while formally
repudiating any connection with right-wing deviations. As
Bukharin pointed out: many comrades who raise their hands
in holy terror at being associated with Trotskyism and vehe-
mently assert their opposition to it, nevertheless follow a
purely Trotskyist policy in the peasant question, for example.
The building of Leninist circles in the ranks of the party, the
creation of a body of functionaries who are well-trained in
the doctrines of Leninism, the Bolshevization of the press
and all the other instruments of the party is a guarantee
against the development of new or old deviations from the
line of the Communist International. Especially is theoreti-
cal training—at which there is often a tendency to laugh—
imperative for the development towards a Bolshevik organ-
ization.

Numerous other problems will be before the convention.
The intensification of work in the trade unions and the build-
ing of a network of fractions within them, a task which the
Communist International places at the top of the list for the
American party, the problem of the campaign for the labor
party, anti-militarist agitation, agrarian work, work among
the Negroes and a dozen other questions will have their
place on the agenda.

We all recognize the difficulties we face. In a country
with such little revolutionary tradiiton, with numbers of work-
ers eating at the second and third tables of the imperialist
banquet and scorning the reds, with other millions poisoned
against their own interests by the amazing propaganda ma-
chine of the bourgeoisie which is the most cunning, brutal
and powerful in the world, our task is surely not an easy one.
Ourselves numerically weak, we are faced with a united
front ranging from the old reactionary parties of capital,
through the "progressive" movement, the most conservative
(that is putting it mildly!) trade union bureaucracy of them
all, and a host of lesser opponents in the Socialist movement
together with a number of petty renegades, like Mr. Salutsky,
witheut whom we breathe more freely.

But we have great progress to record and a known future
to strive for. We have built our party from the best elements
of the old Socialist and Socialist-Labor parties, and from the
I. W. W., as well as from previously unattached proletarians.
We are the quintessence of the revolutionary forces of the past.
Our movement has been through its underground existence
and forced its way again into the open, making itself a factor
in the trade unions, on the economic and political field, a
factor which is reckoned with by even those who wish to be
blind.

T H E W O R K E R S M O N T H L Y

The Socialist Labor Party sits in its dusty attic re-read-
ing and misunderstanding De Leon. The Socialist Party adds
a fresh betrayal of the working class to its black record
every day, lives in the reflected glory of its more successful
brethren in Europe and hopes for the day when it too may
crown its infamy by active counter-revolution. The revolu-
tionary blood of the I. W. W. is being drained by anarchist
and syndicalist misleaders. The Workers Party stands out
as the recognized party of the class-conscious, militant revo-
lutionary workers of America, gaining in prestige and num-
bers and following. We have a growing Communist move-
ment in the younger generation, the Young Workers League.

Our enemies may yap at our heels and gain small com-
fort from our internal struggles. Our struggle for clarity
and correct principles and tactics in our own ranks is open,
and we carry it on without secrecy so that the workers may
see that we seek always the right road to working-class
revolution and understand that it is in the interests of the
proletariat that we so determinedly draw a balance to our
past activities and set ourselves firmly against the "priggish-
ness, smug self-content and conceit" whifch are so typical
of the social-democracy.

Our convention goes forward with the enthusiasm and
faith which is inspired by the Russian revolution and the
growing power of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics.
We are determined in the knowledge of the inevitable vic-
tory of the oppressed. We follow the leader of the toilers of
the world, the international of revolution which strikes terror
into the heart of the bourgeoisie, the Communist Internation-
al. We gain new revolutionary fervor to fan the flames of
discontent until it blazes as the funeral pyre of the ruling
class.

Hail to the Workers Party!
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While Police Watched Outside

Lewis Performs for the Anthracite Miners
By Alex Reid

Secretary, Progressive Miners International Committee

ON July 3 the Scranton- pa-> tri-district convention of the
anthracite miners, embracing districts, one, seven and

nine of the United Mine Workers of America, passed into
history. The Progressive Min-
ers at the convention came for-
ward with a splendid, clear-cut
program, part of it being ac-
cepted unqualifiedly and part
being referred to the next inter-
national convention of the U. M.
W. of A.

ALEX KBID

BRITISH COMMUNISTS IN CONVENTION
Police watched all avenues to head off the special representatives

of the Comintern, but the latter quietly slipped by the "bulls"
and greeted the convention amidst a thunderous ovation.

John L. Lewis himself was
on hand from the opening on
June 29 to the very end, as was
Secretary-Treasurer Kennedy.
Lewis graced the chair through-
out most of the proceedings, giv-
ing free rein to his accustomed
bombastic and empty phraseol-
ogy, posing deliberately, playing
to the gallery in such a manner

as to capture the imagination of a goodly number of the uniti-
ated. But despite some successful stunts on his part, he was
hardly quite pleased with the unmistakable signs of progres-
sive development among hte anthracite miners at the con-
vention.

First of all, the militant elements introduced resolutions
calling for a change in the system of payment for coal pro-
*duced. Under the present system the miners get paid so
much per car but as the cars vary in capacity this arrange-
ment can hardly be called satisfactory. The tri-district is
one of the few places in the country—in fact in the whole
world of mining—where it is still in effect. The progressive
delegates demanded that all coal mined should be paid for on
a tonnage basis. This demand was adopted unanimously.

The progressives also demanded an increase of wages to
meet the increased cost of living and to enable them to give
their children an education. The enormous profits of the
lords of anthracite in the last nine years, mounting into bil-
lions of dollars wrung from the blood of the underground
slaves of Pennsylvania, make the boasted wealth of Rome
look like the income from a peanut stand. Why then must
the miners live in misery? They demand a ten per cent in-
crease in wages. And precisely at this time the operators are
insisting upon not higher wages, but anothei- wecrease in the
pittance now doled out to the coal diggers.

The miners are also demanding other changes, notably
more equitable payment for the labor-power they are forced
to put into comparatively "dead work."

The following resolutions of the progressive miners were
adopted by the convention unanimously, or almost unanim-
ously:

Abolition of Child Labor.
Abolition of so-called Criminal Syndicalism laws.
Endorsement of the Pennsylvania Labor Party.

The check-off system of dues payment in the Miners'
Union was indorsed in the resolution calling for complete
recognition of the union, as explained by Home and Kennedy,
both acting as "officials to the convention." The check-off
of dues from the wages paid out to the miners by the coal
companies adds but an insignificant expense to the opera-
tors, and results in a great saving to the miners.

It is small wonder that this gathering in the hard-coal
field found the miners in anything but a pleasant mood.
Unemployment has reached tremendous proportions through-
out America, but in the coal mining industry its lavages have
been ghastly. The encroachment of cheap coal from the non-
union fields of West Virginia, Kentucky, etc., menacing the
anthracite market, and the threat of a cut in wages already
far too low to meet even the bare necessities of life—with the
alternative of a shut-down—aroused the fighting spirit of
the miners.

The miners knew that in the bituminous fields the coal
operators had wrecked the many parts of the U. M. W. of A.
and that the boasted Jacksonville agreement is merely a
scrap of paper to be violated whenever or wherever the op-
erators desire.

That this feeling existed in the convention, no one knew
better than John L. Lewis. He weighed it weil and decided
that it must be reckoned with and offset. Understanding the
psychology of the coal miners, he is experienced in the ways
of demagogy. It was necessary to play upon the emotions of
the delegates in some way or other. Like a thunderbolt from
a clear sky, he bellowed out the following declaration:

"If this conspiracy of big business to violate the con-
tract continues. v. . it may be necessary to authorize a na-
tionwide shut-down of all bituminous mines in the United
States, while the government, the coal operators and the
mine workers discuss whether the Jacksonville agreement is
to be carried out."

The convention was electrified. The miners were so
carried away by the heat of the declaration, that they failed
for the moment to recognize the joker that was in it.

But the men who knew Lewis of old were not fooled by
his theatrical phrases. They realized that the word, "may,"
tied up the statement so completely as to mean plainly that
no action against the operators would be permitted. The
observant few in the tri-district convention knew that John
L. Lewis, from the moment of signing the Jacksonville non-
sense, has openly aided the coal kings to violate and repu-
diate the agreement by his steadfast refusal to call the
American miners out on strike as he now states he may be
forced to do. Not only has Lewis refused to fight for the
miners' rights under the terms of the agreement, but he has
rendered aid and comfort to the operators by sanctioning ex-
pulsions of militant miners who have urged action to enforce
the agreement.


