Philosophy and the Proletariat

 The Struggle Over Hegel

by August Thalheimer (Berlin)

On the occasion of the hundreth
anniversary of the death of Fried-
rich August Wilhelm Hegel, one of
the greatest thinkers in the history of
mankind and ap important figure in
the pre-history of Marxism, we pub-
lish the following article from the
pen of August Thalheimer, ontstand-
ing Marxist theoretician of Germary.
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The German  phifosepher, Hegel,
Professor of Philosophy in the Uni-
versity of Berlin, died on November
14, 18311, Tie waz noit mercly a pro-
fessor of phisolaphy; he was a great
philosapher, one of the greatest revo-
lutionary thinkers of the bonrgroisic
in the nincleenih century. He is the
profommdest and most all-embracing
honrgeois revohtianary of the spirit.
As such he holongs not only to Ger-
many but o the world; not anly io
the bonrgeaisic bt to the working
2lass ms well, In him elassical German
philosophy finds its positive comple-
tion,

Fhitosophy  was  the  peneralized
spiritual expression of the bourgenis
revelutice in Germany, the revolution
againsl  feudalism amil the absaiote
menarchy,  The Geroan hourgeoisic
was hislorienlly still on the aseendant
when Tepel died, The class straggle
was sUIE immatnre and even the Ger-
wian botrgenisic did nal engage in po-
Biieal strmgple unnil 1831 1o did not
vel fight as a mwnss, as o class, Only
s yanguard, composed o] greal wril-
ers and 1hinkers, [onght on the ficld
nf thonght, separaled from the body
of [heir class, withool ils active parii-

cipation, without its praclical sapport.
Far their very mailerial existence
these thinkers and writers of the bour-
geoisie had to depend upon the abso-
lule stale, uvpon princely patronage.
Kant, Tichie, Schetling, Hegel were
professors in universilies Lhat stood
onder the paternal rod of princely ab-
solutism, Goethe, Schiller, were com-
pelled to live in ihie courts of peity
PrInees,

All of these ecircumsiances make il
clear cnough why German classieal
plilosophy, in ity completed form as
Hegelian philosophy, bears contradie-
iory elements within itself,.  Revolu-
lionary Teatures are mingled with re-

aclionary; lhe greatest  intelleciual
acuieness, with the preatest practical
zantion and oparrowness.  Iegelian

philesophy was sell-limited thru the
fact 1that il was stilf bouwrpeois phil-
asophy and that it had, as ils social
Lasis, the Gernan bowrpeoizic as yel
unawakencd {no political life,

With the development -of ihe class
strngzle in Gormany in the coarse of
the 1830% and 184005, there matured
alsa the  counfradiclions within the
Hegelian phitosophy.  The bourgoenis
classes appearcd on [he political are-
na,  The Hegelian school aplit inlo a
righi and a lefll wing, The right wing
ulilized the weapon of Hegelian plil-
nsaphy 1o deiond charehly erihodoxy,
slate aheolntiism and (he juulkeor-baro-
ecratic privileges.  ‘The Flegelian left
arose in oA slorm af corilicism against
the ahsoluté stale and against feadal-
ism.  In Stranss il dissolved away
Christanily: in Fenerbach, religion in

AFTER PATERSON STRIKE--WHAT?

by Jack Rosen

Alrendy a few months have passed
ginee the culmination of the sirike in
Palersan.  And already the bosses are
allempiing to take advantage of the
terrible uwnemployment existing  a-
mongsl the workers o break down
the condilions  won by them thrn
their twenbyv-one weeks of militant
strogele, Apgain the hosses are intra-
ducing the ten and twelve hour day
and cutting the price to 4e a yard
Those 'workers who were mosl mili-
tant and energetiz in their strike ac-
tivity are being fired and “laid-off.”

As a result of this offensive of tho
bosses, the silk warkers of Paterson
are tending to beeome demoralized
and discouraged and show too little
signz of resistance to the wage-cut-
ting campaign.

In face of these conditions, it be-

Teomes cver mere eszential that thae

Union €arry on a vigorous campaign
ef cducation and organization ameng
the workers with the aim of fighting
back the attacik of the hosses, main-
taining and improving conditions, and
winning the workers for active parti-
cipation in the upion. Te accomplish
this important tasglk, the uwnion must,
drst and foremost wipe out the rem-
nantg of craft unionism and set up
the union on an industrial basis. The
slrong eraft ideas prevalent amongat
iarge seetions of the membership must
be wiped oul in the quickest and
most, effective way possible,

and, at the same time was recciving
wages from the union. As a result
of {he pressure and dissatisfaction of
the members of the union, Budenz
wag finally foreed to resign as organ-
tzer and the exeentive board has ac-
cepted  his  resignation, The relief
kitchen is now eclosed and this so-
called “velief” has finally been stop-
ped.
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Conditions in tho industry are get-
ting worse, The bosses’ olfensive
agaimst the workers is. sharpening.
The union must be maintained and
bailt! The workers in the union must
he aetivized,  All forces in the unien
must unite fo earry on our common
task of orpanizing the workers of
Patersan. The comparatively small
squabbles, dissatisfaction, and difficul-
ties that the unjon has becn faced
with since the strike, must be wiped
out. We must elose our raunks and
seriously  undertake the impoertant
tagk of building, activizing and
strengthening our union, for a con-
tinuous fight against the bosses and
for improving the .conditions of the
workers.

NEW TERM OF NEW
WORKERS SCHOOL

general and its last remaining spirit-
ual soppory, idealistic metaphysics,
and thereby alse nphilosophy in the
form it had assumed until then, For
a short period bourgeos philosaphy
hecame materialistic and openly bour-

geois-revelulionary, democratic and
republicant .
But along with the German bour-

zeoisic the German proletariat also
eniered upon the stage of Instory.
Spiriteally the proletariat formed its
point of contact with the Hegelian
jeft. Marx and Engels began as dis-
ciples of Hegel and Feuerbach and in
{he course of a few years erossed over
from the cxtreme cnd of the bour-
geois revolution 1o the beginning of
the proletarian revolution, from the
crificism of hourgeols rcligion to the
criticistn of hontpeois society and the
baurgeois state, from natural-seience
matctialism ta  hislorieal-dialectical
malerialism.

Tn the conrse of fifteen vears, ITeg-
clian philosaphy, stimulated by the
matunng class strogele, gave hirth Lo
arlhadox Chriztians, hourgeois {ree-
ihinkers, demacralic-republican revo-
Intianaries and, finally, the champions
of [le proletarian diclatorship, of pro-
letarian  Socinlism, of Cemmunism!
11aw rould this happen? Tt was the
resull of ihe self-confradictory feat-
nres of Heselian philosophy as such.
The dialectic methad of Heogel in-
chuded the elements of the general
formuela af revolutiou.  Fis idealistic
mealaphysics could he of service 1o re-
ligions orthodoxy and pelitical reac
tion,  Thie or the ether-—depending

iupoit whether one toole hold of the

revoluionnry kornei ar of the hisloris

— 1 eally condilioned, reactionary slell,

For Trade Union Unity And Mililancy

in the ene side, Hegehanism ends,
malerinlistically developed in a rovo-
futionary wanner, stood on its head as
Howere, as the dominant philasaphy in
the Soviel Union. On the other side,
crippled 1 & reactionary manncr, as
e Faseist plilosophy of Mussolini's
Taly.

The German bourpeaisie, of whom,
TTege! was the representative al the
ume when it had not yet awakened to
political dife, is tnday pushing to Vheir
concliusion 1he renctionaryfand mysli-
cal sides of the Tegelian philosophy
—today, when towards the end of its
historical conrse, il is surrendering ita
political existence in favor of the au-
torracy of tlie Fascist stale,

Sunch is the social sense of bourpenis
Neo-ITegelianisn., Fascism takes pos-
sessfon of FHegel as one who saw “in
the stale only an expression of the liv-
ing spirit of the peaple” Hegel thug
becomes the Dbearer of the “funda-
mental spint af (e poople”

Reformist Socialisim, af ihe end of
its rope, allewplts o bring about a
roltent compramise hetween Marxism
and Hegelianism, by revising Marx-
ism haclowards 1o Hegelian idealism.

Catholicis celebrates Hegel as the
champion of the reafity of concep-
tiahs, a8 an  chjective idealist and
therefore as an &lly of the orthadox
Cathaolic teachings of Thomas Aqui-
nas.

They all can justify their appeals to
Hepel more or less subsiantially, But
they can anly appeal to iselaled sides
of the thinker and his teachings, to
those sides that were the transitory,
historically conditioned, reaclinnary
externals,

What remaing of Hege!, his revo-
lutionary kernel, is the heritape of
Communism, of the working class.
Thru the working class it rteceives
further develapment in revolutionary
theary and revnltlienary practise!




