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Crisis in the Labor Movement and the
Fourth Anniversary of Daily Worker

By WILLIAMF. DUNNE.
THE labor movement confronts a
4 crisis of so serious a nature, as
The DAILY WORKER reaches its
Fourth Anniversary, that everyone
with the interests of the working
class at heart is compelled to try and
find a correct answer to two ques-
tions.

(1) What are the causes of the
crisis ?

(2) What must be done to overcome
it and to forge the now weak work-
ers’ organizations into a single pow-
erful weapon of our class?

What was formerly the strongest
union in the labor movement —the
United Mine Workers—is being des-
troyed before our eyes. Six hundred
thousand men, women and children in
the mining sections are being starved,
evicted, beaten and jailed by the coal
barons and their government.

The strike itself has been outlawed
by a whole series of state and fed-
eral injunctions.

The coal barons declare with the
most brutal cynicism that they in-
tend to destroy the United Mine
Workers. The government, the courts
especially, back the coal barons to the
limit.

Other sections of the labor move-
ment have been brought within the
scope of injunctions like that in the
case of the Bedford Cut Stone Com-
pany, upheld by the supreme court,
which outlaws the most ordinary
union defense activities.

Other injunctions make strikes il-
legal if they affect the production of
articles of interstate commerce and,
as in West Virginia, injunctions le-
galize the “yellow dog” contract and
outlaw even attempts to organize
workers into unions.

The legal precedents have been es-
tablished to outlaw all strikes and
organization campaigns of any impor-
tance —to make any interference with
the open shop a crime.

The open shop has become a recog-
nized American institution enjoying
the full protection of the government.

The unions all told, A. F. of L., the
railway brotherhoods and independent
unions like the Amalgamated, if an
analysis of their membership is made
which disregards the obviously in-
flated figures in convention reports,
are found to include only some 3,-
200,000 workers out an estimated
total of 20,000,000 workers who could
be organized with comparative ease
by correct policy and militant tactics.

But most alarming in this connec-
tion is the fact that the unions, dur-
ing the last five and one-half years
of unprecedented industrial activity,
have been declining steadily in nu-
merical strength.

In other words, under conditions
which were the most favorable for
organization work, the official leader-
ship has not even been able to keep
the unions from losing members.

In this weakened condition the la-
bor movement faces a severe indus-
trial depression which, because of the
absolute reaction which prevails in
official circles, will make further and
rapid inroads on the membership. A
still more rapid decline in numerical
strength is inevitable if the grip of
the reactionary leadership is not
broken and a militant policy adopted
¦and applied.

Unemployment is already increas-
ing at such a rate, basic industry is
slowing down so fast that the big
capitalist papers and the special econ-
omic and financial papers make little
attempt to disguise the seriousness of
the situation.

Side by side with this development,
which shatters one of the main bases
of official labor policy—the fiction of
permanent prosperity in the United
States —is going on a process of re-
trustification.

The combinations of capital are be-
coming larger and more powerful,
their grip on government is being riv-
eted with a mighty clutch.

The position, of the labor move-
ment is made relatively weaker by
the increased centralization of capi-
talist powers.

Combined W'ith an absolute decrease
in numerical strength and with de-
moralization and corruption having
its source in the class cooperation
policy flowing like a foul stream thru
the unions, poisoning the membership,
the labor movement enters the pres-
ent period of industrial depression,
organizationally and morally weak.

The crisis is real. It is no service
to the working class to minimize its
seriousness.

Crowning all other weaknesses, the
outstanding evidence of reaction is
the non-partisan political policy—the
united front with the class enemies
of the masses in the political parties
of capitalism.

At the precise moment when the
huge navy building program, the
rapid militarization of industry and
the working class, the war on Nica-
ragua, the ascendancy of finance
capital marked by Morgan as head
of the steel trust and his partner
Morrow as Mexican ambassador, the
increasing total of huge loans 1n
every quarter of the globe, the world
struggle for oil, the arrogant atti-
tude of American imperialism’s
spokesmen toward other countries,
notably Great Britain, all point with
inescapable force to the conclusion
that the ruling class has launched a
program of world conquest—at this
precise moment the labor movement
has leaders who fight the proposal
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for a labor party by all possible
means.

The prevailing atmosphere is one
of preparation for war but the of-
ficial leadership makes not a single
protest. Instead it persecutes, hand
in hand with the imperialists, all
workers who point out the danger.

We are in a presidential year. The
rulers use the elections to strengthen
their position to consolidate their
forces for a still stronger attack on
the labor movement.

America’s rulers intend to destroy
all organizations of the masses—to
leave us weaponless.

This is clear. Having demoralized
the unions by “B. and O.” plans and
other class peace, efficiency schemes,
the imperialists intend to wipe out
what is left.

The official leadership has surren-
dered. It is a disgraceful surrender.
President Green of the A. F. of L.
in his statement of policy for the new
year, issued whiie 600,000 men, wom-
en and children of the working class
in the mining districts are in a last
ditch fight to save the pnion, at a
time when injunctions outlaw whole
sections of the labor movement,
makes a servile plea for cooperation
to the leaders of the robber class who
are organizing a still more ruthless
drive on the labor movement and the
whole working class.

In the United States there is just
one daily paper in the language of the
country which exposes the agents of
imperialism- in the labor movement,
which tells the workers exactly why

and how they are betrayed by the
Greens, Wolls, Lewises, etc.

This paper is The DAILY WORK-
ER. During the four years of its
existence it has never failed the
masses.

It gives the lie to the false labor
leaders who seek strangle all will
to struggle among the masses and
who sabotage and betray all strug-
gles as they are now sabotaging and
betraying the life and death fight of
the masses.

The DAILY WORKER, as the of-
ficial organ of the Workers (Com-
munist) Party, has faith and confi-
dence in the desire and the ability of
the masses to win the struggle
against imperialism.

The very existence ot The DAILY
WORKER for four years in the face
of war upon it by the imperialists
and their agents that has never slack-
ened, is proof that the cause for which
it fights, the cause of the working
class, has a vitality which cannot be
crushed out even by the enormous
might of the most powerful imperial-
ism in the world.

On its Fourth Anniversary The
DAILY WORKER says to the op-
pressed class for which it speaks.

The labor agents of imperialism in
official positions must go!

They must be driven from the labor
movement or they will drag it down
to destruction.

The crisis is here. The fate of the
labor movement and the living stan-
dai'ds of our class are at stake.

The working class will fight. The
unswerving courage and determina-
tion that show everywhere in the coal

I fields from Pennsylvania to Colorado
like a bright crimson flame, are proof

i that only cowards and traitors doubt
the will to struggle of the workers,

j The fault lies elsewhere. The of-
; ficial leadership is a part of the im-

i perialist machine and it watches the
I weakening and destruction of the
! unions with a ghoulish satisfaction.

From the ranks of the masses is
I coming a new leadership—a leader-
| ship that is not fooled by the catch-

j.phrases of American imperialism—a
- leadership that has ‘faith in its class,
! that is skilled and steeled in the
| struggle, a leadership that cannot be

1 bought, deceived or frightened, a
leadership that will die before it sur-
renders. •

The DAILY WORKER is proud to
say on its Fourth Anniversary that
it speaks for this leadership and in
the interests of the working class it
is organizing for resistance to all
phases of the imperialist program.

The DAILY WORKER has won the
right to speak for the militant sec-
tion of the labor movement by its
four years of struggle.

No working class daily paper can
make a prouder claim—a claim that
American imperialism’s spokesmen
will not deny.

Great struggles are ahead. The
DAILY WORKER calls the working
class to battle. It calls upon every
worker to support the program for
organization of the unorganized, to
build the unions, to dri<re out the
agents of. the bosses, to establish a
labor party, to rally to the miners, to
organize the unemployed closely with
the labor movement and to fight
against unemployment.

The DAILY WORKER calls upon
the working class to rally to the min-

ers, to save and build the miners’
union.

The DAILY WORKER, especially
because of the war danger that
grows more menacing hourly, calls
upon the masses to oppose such brutal
onslaughts as the invasion of Nicara-
gua, to resist with the utmost deter-
mination the whole imperialist pro-
gram with its threat to the lives and
liberties of millions of workers and
farmers here and in countries which
Wall Street covets.

The crisis is acute, the danger is
great, the need for well-planned mili-
tant struggle never more pressing.

The DAILY WORKER on its
Four-th Anniversary renews its pledge

. to the working class.
It speaks for the American section

of the Communist International, the
party of Lenin, the leader of the
World Revolution. The DAILY
WORKER has no interests separate
or apart from those of the working
class.

The DAILY WORKER has kept its
pledge. Alone it holds high the ban-
ner of the revolutionary working
class among the American masses. It
promises, in the name of the Com-
munist Party for which it speaks,
that so long as it can raise its voice
it will be for the masses, that it in-
tends to give all it can to the strug-
gle for the overthrow of capitalist
imperialism. It hopes to live to be

' one of hundreds of Communist dailies
which will give to the millions of

I workers in the United States the news
of the establishment of the American
Soviet Republic.

j But today The DAILY WORKER
! calls for the taking up of immediate

j tasks of saving the unions, building
the militant and poweiful labor move-
ment without which the victory of

! our class can not be won.

; /———
- ... ~, ¦

GREETINGS

from

| 2A. 3F.

i

b —— ——

The Poison Press i
And Workers’ Press

By BERTRAM D. WOLFE.

EVERY twenty-four hours 30
million copies of the poison

press are ground out by giant
printing plants to drug and dead-
en the minds of the mass of
American workers. The only
fighting organ of the working
class in the country numbers its
circulation in the mere thousands cr j
tens of thousands.

In the poison press the heroic San- \
dino, challenging Wail Street’s rule in
liny Nicaragua, becomes a “bandit.”
Sacco and Vanzetti are “bank-rob-
bers.” Mussolini is a “hero” and a
“savior.” The Colorado strike is a
“riot." The brutal murder of Colo-
rado pickets is the “restoration of or-
der.” Unemployment and lack of in- j
surance against old age, accident,
sickness’and loss of one’s job are "un-
paralleled prosperity.” Preparations
for a new war become “peace confer-
ences,” “peace treaties," “disarma-
ment” and “activities to prevent war.”

You cannot know how much of this
poison is poured daily into the head
of the worker who stands next to you
in your shop. Nor can you possibly
refute all these lies. The surest anti-
dote you can give him is The Daily i
Worker. If you get the workers in |
your shop to read it, you will see a ;
new spirit of resistance against th> |
tyranny of the boss and the foreman, j
If you distribute the daily on the |
picket line, you will find a new fight - j
ing spirit among the pickets. Sell it
where an injunction has been issued
and the strikers will carry on their
fight in spite of the injunction. Take
a bundle to your union nail and you
will find new life in the union. Sel;
it to the workers who voted for strike-
breaker Coolidge and he will see
light on the Labor Party.

It is not sufficient to be a reader
of the daily. You cannot leave it to
“Uncle Sam” (the United States mail)
and the regular distribution agencies
to sell and deliver the' daily. Uncle

is no friend of your paper.
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GREETINGS

International Branch
W. P.

Bayonne, N. J.
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The National Committee of the Needle Trades
Section of the TUEL, greets The Daily Worker
on its Fourth Anniversary; this period repre-
sents four years of militant struggle against
American capitalism and ist agents in the trade
unions.

The Needle Trades workers consider The
Daily Worker as the most powerful weapon in
the hands of the workers, in the struggle against
the transformation of OUR unions into com-
pany unions, and for the amalgamation of the
Needle Trades unions into one powerful union
in the Needle industry.

LONG LIVE THE DAILY WORKER
NATIONAL COMMITTEE NEEDLE TRADES

Section TUEL
103 East 14th Street
H. Sazer, Secretary
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STORES . |
of the United Workers Co-operative Ass’n. greet

The Daily Worker* *

GROCERY STORE BUTCHER

FRUIT and VEGETABLE FISH

DELICATESSEN HARDWARE j
' I

LAUNDRY
' '

RESTAURANT
Pure and wholesome food served.

Whitcplains Road and Britton Street.
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