The Next War

Bv Bertram D. Wolfe
2. How Disarmament Conferences Disarm
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And what did the United Siates dele-
gation  want from the Conference?
Twelve hundred mere or less naive paci-
fists, including amung themselves hoth
knaves ahd fools, cabled to the American
delesation at London a petition for naval
reduction. Stimson’s answer was to call
in the reporters and give them official
“dope’ as to the American position.
Here are a few choice sclections from
this official propaganda interview of
March 2, as cubled to the New Yorw
i'mtc :

“As fo il ;;J'rJrL Joir weduction, if i
folt that omeplests on thet demeond is
pather wifuty ta thae Americun delegation
fiere o ..

“As for cvuisers, Brilain fiow fiftecn
10,000-tonmers  awd  Smerica fos Lo
President Floover agread lentnfively . ..
thed the Lndted States sl heeve eight-
e, FLodg pether einburrssing  thed
1,200 ettdzens showdd demond that Secre-
ariy Stimzon eunic Jew U ETUSTTS o . .

“hnwteplone enrricrs, (e Undied Stoles
foes Hegeg el Bieitadn st oL

“Agmerica’s destroyers wre wol
ot wpd il some he oul of duke
Amegicin 5 ko e destroger poavity dol
Briteein fn 1938, she mmal build some of
oot The seang applics to galomerines 1f
Amerien wishes to ged ouwl of Phird or
Foweth ploeees o007 o :

Small wonder that the Times corre-
spondent wrote:

i Aux Peen seliled thel Dettleships
ave nol pofig to be dose awey with. It
s wettled Tt sulmicrines will stifl sud-
prretge L .ot rodaction fus gome so for
ity Hmha fhet oL e ehief vesuld oaf
the Londoe couferenne wifl be ane of fhe
st weevnl (:(J?fhf?'?tfﬁ'iﬂ?L progrons the
wrgrded fuas spet seemn.”

Lven Will Rogers was wiong when he
wrote that the delegates “will agree to
serap evervthing they wont need in the
next war.” He means the big super
dreadnoughts which -are now recoghized
as antiquated for fighting purpeses, but
the United Slates ceven refused to sevap
them.

Awrerien” Proposed  fo Heduce

ey

Fruits of the Conforance

While the conference for “reduction
and limitation™ was go notoriously break-
ing down and so nakedly showing itself
to be a speed-up combest in the mad
armament race, all the hig powers and
1the capitalist press and radio and pulpit
and school kept up a regular harrage of
peace  ialk. disarmament, limitation,
“achievements,”  steps towards peace
ete.,  ete,—a veritable gas dttack to
eover up what was hamwnmg _

When the tumuli and the szhonting
ceased and the smike of hattle cleared
the achidvements of the disarmament
conferauce proved to b the following:

1. Italy refused to agree to lass ships
than France, thumbed its nose at the

conference and began work on the laying
of the keels of 29 new ships for this year.
This was rTeported in {he Fuenig Tele-
greem of May d, under the cheerful title:
“Nuval Roee Sure, Paris Delieves

2. France thumhbed its nose at the
conference, shogk - its fist at Haly, laid
plans for even further enlarging its sub-
niarine and afr Aeets and even prepared
to build a huge 27,000-lon criiser as part
of itz new building program. The “Five-
Power Conference” was thus reduced to
a three-power conference,

3. Japan was obdurate and England
and America were compelled to yield her
the 707 rabtio demanded or the pact
would hxve been reduced Lo a two-power
pact.

4. Bat the higgest “gainer” by
conference was Lhe American navy

The Now York Tipes London cable of
April 15 sums up the result for the
United States as follows:

- L the Dnited Stutes, ofter . dis suc-
pess i lpnitin g stoies, will hoeae Do speted
el seuen Hnes move next ey an the
consivuction of woarships then i fid 4p

the

1028, the wenst follminy the fuilure fo
powch un ucoorrd af the Gewnel canfer-
R L L

“Maoreaver, Lo achidere t fhe I:!:P rJf the
treety Mol prebly whichs has been the
kepstone af the Asnrieon policy fere, i
in guxepied dhat the Lsdted Siotes will
Jurire tn spend sie fmes aanre an weerid
construciion i bhe sie years following
the landlation agreemoent thaw il did I
the atw years preecding it These eafou-
fofdons e based on Naasy Peportinen
fguris o007

The Tirres d!epatch then pmcceda to
shosw thut this program will cost over a
hillion dollars, and that “himilation™ or
no lhmitation the United Slates could net
pussihly hoild faster than it now plans
to sinee the program of “reduction” ro-
sulting from the Londen “Disarmament™
Conference will inx Amevicnn ship yavds
o thelr  mustunt building capoetfy.
Here is the concluding portion of the
Temes dispateh:

“The wwecodion of o bilfion-dollar ste-
genr purtly peagrem . aceording o
nemal exmperis Lo prolebfy will fex fo
rapeily the codry's shiphutldmy foes-
Filics and its vesources in Lhe necessary
wheifted Jnhoe™ R

Such are the {fruits of the London
“THsarmament” Conference! President
Hoover explained thai parity meéans that
England and Amcrica have stopped their
naval race.” By theé same theory when
there are two express frains neither go-
ing faster thuan the- other, they are not

_racing either tho each is rushing at full

speed.
As if that were not enough to make

“elear the role of the London Conference

2% & huge leap forward in war prepara-

- tinonz, the three signatory powers adopted

L Hsafeguarding clause™ entitling any one
of the three to build still faster if it
decides. -that . it needs to because of the

_size of the fleet of any of the countries

Walfe will ber

Blackade ogainst netions careymg oud
palicios ngripst fnternationel peblic -
fnferest.”

This is no loose talk. These are the
sahor words of a responsible finapeial
authority. The Waorld Bank is only
another instrument in the hands of the
imperialists against the Soviet Uniem
and the colonial masses.

UNEMPLOYMENT IN
DETROIT

Detroit has  been . hailed the world
over s Lhe symhol of the  “New
America.”  Detroit 1s-the c¢ity .of mass
production, efficiency, spead-up, Henry
Ford and General Mators. Here Amer-
iran capitalism has veached its pinnacle
to date. Here, if anywhere, vou would
think that Heever's plan of speeding up
governmental construction and public
utilittes would show some resuits. .But
don't let anyone talk thra his hat.*Noth-
ing of the sort is the case. Listen to the
Repert of the Detroit Mavor's Laboer
Committes on. Unemployment:

“The prosent merhods utilized to
guby allevinte unemployment are ob-
sfete . . . merely to speed wp govern-
mewtal comifruction and to reguest our
riilroeds nned onf public utilities fo
crpedite thedr progroms to allevinte
the present sitiation i only o tempo-

Cwary - expedienety, and does not n any-

iy npproceh the final sofubion of the

periodie unemployment sitwiiion in 5o

Jar s Detroit ax o omunteinnlity 1s

concerned, or the Nutionw s o whole”

Angd If Detroit suffered so much in
1929 under record production, little im-
agination is necessary to picture the
mizery in store for the workers in 19390,
with -muech” reduced agtomobile produe-
tton.

who didn’t sign the agrooment

In brict, then, the London Conference,
like Washinglon, like Geneva, like Lo-
carng, like each of the conferences of the

Jlust decade, is only a step in war prepa-

rations. " They disarm no onhe bhut  the
masses whao should he strugpling against
the war preparations. They are part of
a system of international maneuvers.in
preparation for war, cach country talk-
ing peace and preparing for war, each
coantry frying io make it appear that all
the other are warlike and it is peaceful,
each couniry threatening the others and
arming al full speed. The only agree-
ments they come to at thelr international
conferences, are, as we shall see in a
subsequent article, agreements for com-
mon military action against the workers’
republic, the SBoviet Union.

. o &

NOTE:—I e above is the second in o
series of articles on “The Next War?”
Na. 1 was enfitled:. “"How iz if Beirg
Prepared.!” The next article by Comrade
“What Causes War” Ne.
1 will.tell “What the War Will ke Like,”
o deseripfion af the “improvements” that
moidern. chemistry will miroduce into the
next war. No, 8, “Proposed Methods of
Abofishing War' und No 8, “What to do
abont 2.

The article q!fean"y pz{bhsked will "be
mariled to anyene on reeciph af n 10-cent
sfemp nr free (0 any worker who suh-
serihes for the puper for three months
nr lomger.
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