The Next War

by Bertram D. Wolfe
2, How Disarmament Caﬁj‘érmces Disarm

He who troables to think back a bit
will rvemember all the peace conferences
preceeding the war of 1914-18. Begin-
ning with the Algeciras Conlerence of
1904 and continuing to the very moment
of opening of hostilities, the smoke
sereen of peace talk rose thicker and
thicker. There weore Hapue Confercnces,
there were arbitration treaties {in place
of the Kellogg Paci—the Bryan arbitra-
tion treaties), there was a world court
of arbitration, there were poace socleties
like the Carnegic Foundation, peace
prizes for “distinguished service in the
cauge of International peace™ offered by
Nobe), the wunitiens mamufacturer (1)
Amaong those whe veceived one or guother
decoration or prizes far “distinguished
cervice in the eause of peace” wore
Theodore Roosevelt, Czar...Nfchulas and
Kaiser Wilhelm! :

CApaie and again, Earl Grey and Pre-
mier Asquith declared in the House of
Copmwons that “war betwoen Germany
and Great Britain iz unthinkable™ just
as Macdorald and Hoover are now de-
claring that “war Dbetween Englund and
America is unthinkable”” And at the
very moment when the incense of peace
talk was rising to the heavens, a solitaty
shot dispelled the roseate cloud and re-
vealed armies mobilized, nations armed
ta the teeth, ten-year old secret agree-
wents, strategie plans all worked out,
tha walld at war.

The average man has ]ost eount of the
©omndsy Upeace™ and- “disarmament” con-
{erences that have ilaken pluce in the
last'ten years. The very number of them
is a saspicious symplom of  the straifed
international situnation and the nearness
of a new world war.

What have thev achieved in the way
of disurmament? According to Hoover's
message to Congress of December 4, 1820,
the American army was never as big in
any previous peace vear as it is today.
And the American cruiser feet was hever

as big, not even while the United Btates
was fighting in the world war., REvery
Imperialist power is spending more than
it did in preparation for the last world
war, Since 1924, in the thick of the bil-
lows of peace ralk and disanmsment can-
ferences, the United States has jumped
its military budget, the size of its fleet
and armed forees, and every other item
of war expenditure, every single year
without exeeption. And, says Hoover,
“programs now authorized will carry it
{the military budger) to still larger fig-
ures in future years.”

In other words, the “disarmarment”
conferences are only disarming these
who might fight against war while the

nutiong partieipating in them are arming
at top speed.

Why They Hud te Call the Conference

The London Couference is an vut-
growth of two previous vnes, at Wash-
ingron in 1922, and at Geneva in 1927.
The Washington Conference, presided
over by Secrctary of State Hughes, was
called by the United States, amid a great
balivhao of peace publicity, for the pus-
pose of compelfing Greut Britain to ab-
aidon ity uge-old position that @ must
have o navy eguel to that of the next
two novol powers put togéther, for the
purpose of compelling Greut Britein to
gecept parity with the Untted Stutes.
The ealiing of the conference by the
United States was a virtual altimaiom
io England: “Either you accept parity
with us, or we, being vicher, will gut-
build you.™

England mancuversd skilifully, aceep!-
ing parity only in big battleships—an
arm of little importance in the hext war
{as will be shown in a later article)—
and evading the acceptance of parity in
eruisers and auxiliary ships. The Con-
ferenee ineluded the five leading naval
powers, America, Britain, Japan, France
and Italy, and set their battleship ratios

as 10:10:63%:3%. That {s to say that
Japan was to kave § ships for every ten.
of Englund and the United States, while
France and Italy were to have 31 each
for every ten of the two leading powers.

The United States had determined to
have “a navy second to none” in every
respect  {fust as - Germany challenged
England’s naval supremacy before the
world war) and so the Amevican govern-
ment began a big program of cruiser
vonstruction after the battleship parity
agreement, thereby compelling Britain to
enter into ancther conference, the Ge-
neva Confercnee of 1927, France and
italy, disgruntled by their small ratio
in the Washington Conferehee and be-
ing busy building, refused to attend Ge-
neva, The “peace” conference was stor-
my from the very outser. America de-
manded  bigwer eruisers  with  8-inch
runs, Britain smaller cruisers and more
of them, with 6-lnch guns. England
preferred the latter building program
because it has many nmaval bases thru-
vut the world and- widely scattered caolo-
nies. Therefore it can use eficiently
ships with a smaller ecruising radius.
The United States, lacking adeguate and
strategically placed naval bases, can only
fight eflectively if it has bigger ships of
a2 wider cruising radius. 8o the *dis-
armament” conference at Geneva ended
in a seandalous smashup and sgain the
nutions built at top speed—the wealthy’
Tnited States adoptling the 1-cruiser-in
three-vears program.

On the Brink

Engliand countered with a seeret agree-
meht with France against the United
Btares—rpiving Franee what she wanted
in the way of a superior standing army
in return for a promise of backing
against the United States in the naval
dispute. When the agreement leaked out,
the 7. 5. State Departinent sent an ulti-
matum to Epgland ordering the euan-
celling of the Anglo-French Apreement—
the sharpest wltimuatum that hes been
sent by the Amertean Goversment to any
tmperialist power sinee fthe Lusilanic
nole with which it prepared tls entrance
fado the world war.

War was thus brought very close, but
Eritain was not prepared to fight just
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vet. The Conservative Government of
(reat Britgin, which had brought war
too claze at too high a speed, was sub-
stituted by a *Labor” Government and
to Ramsay Maclenald was entrusted the
task of retreating a bit'and saving Bri-
tuin's face in the awkward and danger-
ons sitnation.  His Majesty’s “Labor™
Premier. took a “good-will” trip to the
United States, Hoover and MacDonald
both deelared that war between England
and the United States was “unthinkable”
showing that they were both thinking
about it, came to an agreement against
French submarines {which France has
refused to pay any attention w) and de-
cided to discuss cruisers again at the
London Conference.

The purpoese of the Londen Conference
was announced to be reduction of arma-
wents. France entered London with a
declaration that it did not challenge the
ratio set for it by the Washington Con-
ference. At the same time, however,
its “minimum needs” were for a navy of
725,000 tons by 1936 and its submarites
were untouchable. If England and
America were to build up their navies
to keep the ratio to the French
set by the Washington Conference,
they would have to build up 2,537~
400 tons, more than twice as much as
even the huge building program at pres-
ent adopted, provides for.

Italy declared it would increase its
navy as rapidly as France—'parity with
any other continental European power”
—which means that Italy, since its en-
tire fleet is in the Mediterranean, and
only part of Franee's and England’s are
there, demands naval hegemony il the
Mediterranean.

Japan demanded an increase in its ra-
tio from 10:10:6 to 10:10:7, that is =
fleet 704% of the size of the British and
American,  Since its entire fleet is in the
Facific and only part of the British and
American fleet are there, this means that
Japan demands naval hegemony in the
Pacifie.

England declared that it wanied a
fleet equal to any two European powers
put  together, which means equal to
Franee and Ttaly. At the same time it
conthmaed to maneaver zgainst French
submarines, against American battleship
replacements and for more and smaller
eruisers as aguinst the American demand
for fewer and hipger cruisers.

The Lendon cerrespondent of the New
York Times on February 15, painted the
situation as follows:

“Italy  teownds gs much ws Franee.
Froauce wasits enough to beai (Fermany
and Ttoly together., Eagluond withes {o
maintain fer position in the Mediterra-
wery .. . America wesds ol Mch s
Englend beeause we must harve perify,
and Jopen seeks {o tmprove her situa-
Lion.

YAnd thetd, it should be sedl, iz all
wmong five nations which luve promised
never fto fight eaeh other and who are
in dunger From no power not eepresented
Rere, besause the five powers uf the Lon-
don conference hiove 9% of the war-
ships of the world”
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