Letter to a C.

On “Sceial Fascism” And The Trade Unions

by Bertram ). Wolfe

The fotlowing letter wans sent by
Bertmum [) Wolfe ta a Commpuniat
Forty fumefbonary doimg responsi:
b awd smporeant werk o answrr
foq dettir of Aig .

For obrivus reqeons the name of
the gemmade gad severdl senlenges
hied to be omitied from Wolfe's
angrer s printed here. e re
print the letier béoduss 11 ansustr
questions of interaet to all Com.
munizte and sypmpathizers.— Edl
Lo,

-

June 23 1633
Dear Comreade;

Thanks for your leiter raising
points of eriticizm, doubt amd dis-
aireemient. A few romarks on the
parnils Wou raise:

1 Social-faxctem

The phrase, “zocinl-fagciam”™ wis
Iovented in order to lump Bociad
kst support of capitallara togathor
with Fascist support of capitaliam
thus justifying the relection of o
united laber front againet Fuascism
It did incaleulable harm to thr reln
tions betwean the Communist and
Seciali®t  parties. betwesn Com-
munizt and Sechalist workers. [!
prevented the parly from differ.
ontiating between Social-democracy
and Fasclum. Differentintion iz the
beginning of all understanding. itz
dengerctaly wrong character as an
sccurate formulation (it may have
felt good as a term of abuse) has
been  frightfully demonsirated in
Germany,

2. Trade unions

You recognize that the trade
gnion lne of the party bas beon
marked by sectarianism for the
past three years. It began to go
wrong prier to thoee years agd
The frst blunders were made by
us, when we werd in the leadership
of the party, Under the presaure
of the pew “left™ line ag imposta
wpon uz by Losovsky, we spdit ihe
United Mine Workers and formed
the MNational Miners Union. Wi
ghooid have fought that. We didn't
for two reasons: (1) We dida'l
yet have the gutz to fight for cor
rect tactics al all cost and [2h we
had not yet clesriy formulated our
canceptions.  After or during the
expidzion period, this false lipe
was raized into a svatern, here and
internationally. If proved moes!
dizmstrous in Germany, for thoo
the party was responsible for the
fute of milllons, The party with
deew  from  and  destroyed s
infiuence in the German unions,
built paper “red uonions” “work
ed” in the old unjong to undermine
them and split them, with the re
sult that, when the crisis came
pnd the party called for a general
strike (July 20, 1%32; January 30
1533), the party’s once powerful
influrnes In the German union
had been reduced to gore, NOT a
SINGLE UNION_—NOT A BIN.
GLE FACTORY—WENT OIIT
ON STRIKE TO BLOCK THE
RISE OF FASCISM 19 POWER!
You oan't eall a general atrike
from outside the mags unions

From the above. [f sbhould be
obvicus that the sectarsnism of
the Ameriean party m s trads
gnion work s not due Lo the in.
wmpetence of a few function.
sries. or the faflure of oup group
to accept the wrong line and carry
it out more “intelllpentiy ™  The
more intelligently it s carried out
the mors disastrous ja & wrong
line. The line came from the pre-
sent leadership of the Communis!
Internationul, vas earried out on »
world scnle and produced disaster
HRTYW hiern,

1, How to correet the party’s line

You imply that we "forced the
C.l. to throw uz cut rather than
accept  a decision  on Bacticn
Further, that we “stay cutzide and
ridieule,”™ while the fight should be
;_.-,-_-ged inside 1o correct the party’s
H4:

[ canmot too strongly emphasize

that we are not outaids by chnsles |

and that we do not ridicule the
party but seel to correct itz lipe
far = own zake, for the zake of
Comnmunism, The fight to correst
the party’s line must be made, foy
the present line provents the
growth of the party. It must be
made inzide. BUT IT 13 30 1M-

P. F dbétionary

PORTANT TO THE PARTY
THAT IT CANNOT STOP EVEN

THE FIFTH RIVERA MURAL AT THE NEW WORKERS 5CHOOL

UNDIEE THREAT OF EXPULE-
10N, “0Onee a member of the party
ig cony noed of the abzolute Insor-
rectiond asd harm of n eartaln
doctrine, he ia duly bound o taks
a stand agamst U AT ALL
CORTS." 8o wrote Lenin,  Asnd
“all costs" inoludes expulaion nud
abaze,

It way not easy for s o come
to that econclusion. Far from fore-
ing expulaion, we at fArst of fared
Lo accapt the false line to avoin
expulsion 2nd to walt for o new
digguaslept poriod and the ex
periemte with that line Lo convime:
the party. The pressnt leadorehip
dared mot permit a discuseinn for
the Hne will not bear eximination
Therefore, they could not wagt with
expofsion and felt obliped 10 sub
stitule (antactiz perszonal slanders
for examination of oor views
Slander haz become a substitute
for dimcussion of prineples

T do not ask yog und other parts
members  avd funetlonarier whe
agred with vg, or partially agrec
with ux, to step oul. Fav from it!
I ask you to stay fn and fehkt ot
the health and corpect Hoe of the
pEriy. 1f your fight gaing volum-
ard you are bot expelled then we
will seon. be readmitied sz well
That would be the best and least
painful way, for wou, for us. %oi
the party. But bitler expariencs
has taupht us thet the harder waoy
iz foreed upon us, Get your nwn
aXpRrions Only  fight  lowally
honestly an the basls of prisciple
Even caution in oo crime.  Bol a
«ham fieht which is abandorad in
the middle or never gote roaliv
under way oul of fear of parasmal
censeuances—o%s of funatinrary

post loaw of party ecavd. alander
gnd  abuge—zuch tham fght
would be a crime agzinst the in-

tereats of the party and the work
1ng class

{Conecluded n the neet {giure)
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