Russia and the League

It is altogether proper and ne-
cessary that the Soviet Union
should utilize every difference be-
tween the imperialist powers to
prolong peace. The leaders of
Soviet foreign policy have been
ever on the alert to detect every
difference, however small, to drive
an entering wedge into even the
slightest fissure in the anti-soviet
front; and in the process Soviet
diplomacy has scored notable vic-
tories and prolonged beyond its
own hopes and dreams the period
of unstable equilibrium, of armed
peace, the “breathing spell” for de-
fensive preparation, socialist con-
struction, and the maturing of
revolutionary forces in the non-
capitalist world.

Is League Entrance a Desertion
Of Communism?

It. is now becoming apparent
that in the pursuance of the above
policy the Soviet government is
preparing to cooperate more close-
ly with, perhaps even to enter the
League of Nations. Does this in-
volve anything new in principle?
Does it, as the Trotskyites are in-
timating, imply any abandonment
of the principles of Communism?

In our judgment it does not. The
same motives which have led the
Soviet Union to enter into diplo-
matic relations and non-agression
pacts with government after gov-
ernment, justify its entering into
pacts with several governments at
once (regional pacts). or with all
the governments of the world to-
gether (Kellogg Pact). Has not
the Soviet government repeatedly
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participated in, nay forced its way
into, conferences called by the
League, e.g. the disarmament con-
ferences, the economic confer-
ences? Beginning with the first
delegation sent in Lenin’s time to
a conference in Geneva, and con-
tinuing until the latest diplomatic
victories of Litvinov, the Soviet
government has pursued this policy
with notable success in the pro-
longing of peace, the exposure of
diplomatic comedies and plots, the
utilization of these world platforms
to speak to the masses of all lands
and present the Soviet position,
the fomentation or utilization of
differences inside the ranks of the
imperialist powers.

Who Uses Whom?

Naturally. all such activities in-
volve certain dangers. In all di-
plomatic relationships there is al-
ways a hidden question: Who uses
whom? The bourgeois statesmen
entering into negotiations with the
Soviet Union pursue their own
bourgeois aims. Within certain lim-
its, e.g. the mutual advantages of
certain forms of trade, these aims
may even not be in direct contra-
diction with each other. But these
limits are extremely narrow and
unstable. Fundamental for the
wide range and the long run is an
irreconcilable antagonism of in+
terests. maneuvering and tempor-
izing in what must be. in the end,
a life and death struggle between
two classes and two social orders.

Soviets Must Guard Against
Sowing Illusions

For these reasons, the Soviet
government must be ever on the
alert, lest its activities, its parti-
cipation in conferences and treat-
ies, be used to sow illusions in the
mind of the masses as to the na-
ture of such conferences, treaties,
institutions and governments. Di-
plomacy may postpone wars, but
it is the masses who suffer in and
fight wars, and who turn imperial-
ist wars into civil wars. Soviet di-
plomacy has the double task, not
an easy one, on the one hand, of
postponing war and defending the
Socialist Republic by diplomatic
means, and on the other of prepar-
ing the mind of the masses, and
most certainly of preventing the
sowing of illusions among the
masses, to the true nature of each
of these diplomatic-political events.

It is this second reauirement,
avoiding the sowing of illusions in
the mind of the masses, that has
been neglected in slovenly and
shameful fashion in some of the
statements recently issued by Sov-
iet and above all by Communist In-
ternationsl Jeaders. on the ques-
tion of Soviet entrance into the
League of Nations.

Stalin On The
Leacue of Nations

Thus we ecan aquite agree with
Stalin when he says with due cau-
tion:

“If the League is only the
tiniest bumn. somewhat to slow
down the drive toward war and
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help peace, then we are not
againsc the League. In that
eve.at 1 would not say we would
support the League. I would
say that if hiscorical events
were such that the League be-
came a vbrake upon or an ob-
swacle 10 war, it 1s not exciuded
that we should support the
League despite its colossal de-
f.c.encies.” (From his interview
on the League of Nations, pub-
lished in the New York ‘'l'imes,
December 28, 1933.)

‘t his statement shouid have been
followed up by a declaration by the
Communist International emphasiz-
ing the “colossal deficiencies,” as
Stalin puts it, of the League. This
declaration should have warned the
masses that the League is a man-
euvering ground of capitalist di-
plomacy, a stage on which clash-
ing imperialist policies find as yet
peaceful expression, an instrument,
at times actual, and at all times po-
tential, for anti-Soviet and anti-
colonial policies, and a puppet
show for the mystification ot the
masses.

But the Communist Internation-
al did not follow up with such a
declaration. On the contrary, the
International is today in so un-
healthy a state that when Stalin
sneezes, the next day the Interna-
tional publishes a blue print of it
magnified a thousand diameters.
If Stalin’s statement had a few
crudities of expression, the follow-
up “explanations” of Radek for the
benefit of the Communist press of
the world, magnified the slight
crudities into a monstrous distor-
tion that has nothing in common
with Marx'sm except the abuse of
Marxian terminology.

Radek’s Dialectics

Radek’s article, entitled “Dialec-
tics, History and the League of
Nations” was cabled to all party
papers throughout the world. It
is thus not the formal statement of
the Soviet government entering in-

to diplomatic relations and requir-
g i1 exiernais a certamn aaner-
ence to dipiomaiic usages and
forms. No, 1 is tne “expianat.on”
by the Communist parues 10 the
tuiling masses of all lands. Lt pur-
porcs to enignien the Immasses as
to the League or Nauons and to
rorafy tnem against iuusions and
deception.

T'he paily Worker for June 1,
1934 pubnsnes the Kadek siory as
cablea rrom Moscow witnout com-
ment of 1ts own. It is headed:
“Radek writes on history ot
League Nations; shows how sharp-
ening capitalist contlicts changes
outlook; Iascism drops out ana
takes leading role in war prepara-
tions.”

League No Longer
menaces U.S.S.K.—Radek

According to Radek:

1. The League of Nations, thanks
to the withdrawal of Germany ana
Japan has proved ‘“incapable of be-
coming the political expression ot
the ‘orgamized’ capitalist world to
adjust 1ts 1nterests and direct its
expansion against the U.S.S.R.”

A strange sort of ‘“dialectics”
that does not take into account the
extremely unstable and fluid na-
ture of imperialist alliances and an.
tagonisms. Divided today, they
may be united tomorrow against
the Soviet Union. Against this
danger it is the chief duty of a
Communist analysis to warn.

“Imperialist Expansionists
Gone”

2. “What does the League re-
present now?” asks Radek, and
answers: “Two powers have with-
drawn, powers which were the
chief tendencies of imperialist ex-
pansion in the present historical
stage . . . Firstly, the small pow-
ers remained in the League. They
are aware that in the case of a
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fresh imperialist war they fall its
rst vicum.” (1his “discovery’ o
Radek’s wul inevitaply sow illu-
sions 1n the minds ot the masses
oI tnese ‘‘smalt” nations, ana con-
ceals the fact that under .mperial-
ism the governments of “small”
nations are i1n general buc the pup-
pets of the imperialist poilicies of
tne larger ones.—B.D.W.).

[
The French “Peace” Policy

“France remained in the
League,” continues Radek, ‘‘and
the countries allied wich her,

against which are directed the ag-
gressive policy of fascist Germany
and countries siding with the lat-
ter. France naturaily detends the
interests of French camtalism . . .
But defense of these positions de-
mands detense of peace, because
France can hardly hope that in
case of war all powers that helped
her defend her positions during the
Wortd War would be on her
side.”” (Could illusions of a bour-
geois liberal journatist based up-
on the extremely unstable relation
of forces at the moment go any
further? The superf.cial and tem-
porary must of course be taken into
account, but not so as to obscure
for a moment the basic and long-
run tendency.—B.D.W.)

Great Britain And Italy
Bide Their Time

“Finally,” continues Radek,
“Great Britain and Italy remained
in the League. These countries are
preparing ‘o participate in the
fight for the re-division of the
world, believe that the time is not
yet ripe to come over to the side
of the powers preparing a fresh

world slaughter . . .

“t'he danger of the organization
of war against the U.S.5.K. eman-
ates now not from the League of
Nations, but from its opponents
and the British die-hards.” (Of
course, there are no “die-hards” in
France, no party in favor of
switching into an lalliance with
Fascist Germany against the Sov-
iet Union, on the pasis of giving
Germany the Polish corridor and
Poland a slice of the Ukraine!)

The League “An Instrument
For Peace”

But the culminating piece of vul-
garity and non-Marxist thought
and language is Radek’s conclu-
sion:

‘“Those powers remained in the
League, who are interested in the
maintenance of peace.”” What a
sentence to appear in every offi-
cial Communist paper in the world!
What a conclusion to give to the

French, British and American
workers! Here the temporary and
superficial has triumphed com-

pletely over the basic and funda-
mental and leaves the Communist
press as a shameful sower of bour-
geois pacifist illusions as to the
League of Nations and as to all
its component parts, as to all
armed-to-the-teeth capitalist lands
except only Germany and Japan.
It needs only the finishing touch
of the Daily Workers headline
writer who declares:

“Fascism drops out and takes
the leading role in war prepara-
tions.”  Apparently, Italy is no
longer a fascist land!

Party Members Must
Demand Correction!

It is high time that the Party
membership demand that the Daily

Worker correct this drivel, that
Radek be repudiated, and that the
Communist International speak
clearly and openly on the pertectly
valid reasons tor the Soviet Union’s
rapprocnement to the League of
Nartions, on the temporary nature
and extreme instability of those
reasons, and the tundamental aan-
gers innerent in the League of Na-
tions and the imperialist policies
that are pursued by its remaining
members. Stalin’s remark on the
“tiniest bump” was vald. But
Radek has elevated the bump into
a veritable Himalaya of peace. 1t
is far more serious than Browd-
er’s error on Japan a few years
ago, which the International cor-
rected under our pressure. It is
more dangerous, for Radek is not
Browder, and this time it is the
entire International that is in dan-
ger of sliding down the path of
pacifist illusion and unconscious
apology for the imperialist designs
of certain great powers.

New Literature
On Hand

The Literature Department of
the CPO has been very busy of
late. During the last month 3 new
publications have appeared. “What
Next For American Labor,” a bc¢
pamphlet by Jay Lovestone. “The
Road To Communism,” the quar-
terly theoretical organ of the In-
ternational Communist Opposition.
Price 35c. “Where We Stand,” Vol.
1, including the platform and other
programmatic material of the I. C.
O. This sells for 25c.

In addition the following publica-
tions are under preparation: “The
Roosevelt Program” by Jay Love-
stone; “The Revolt in Austria” by
Will Herberg; “Where We Stand”
Vol. 2 in 2 parts. There is now on
the press a CPO edition of “Left
Communism” by Lenin.
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