
KEY TO MEXICO'S 

POLITICAL MAZE 
By BERTRAM D. WOLFE

F
OR internal support every can­
didate for the Mexican pres­

idency since 1910 has had to choosebetween popular peasant-worker
support, and that of the landown­ers and their ideological apparatus, 
the Catholic clergy. The peasantsare the most numerous class in
Mexico, but large sections of themstill follow the leadership of the
landowners and and the church.The working class elements are so
immature and lacking in indepen­
dent organization and conscious­
ness that they do not form an im­
portant separate force. Thus thetwo camps, the popular and the 
landowner-clerical, are nearlyequal in balance and strength. 
What the landowners lack in num­
bers they make up with their eco­nomic power, which enables them to put large numbers of armed and
mounted men in the field. This
deadlock of class forces makes thegovernment military-bureaucratic
apparatus relatively independent of
class control and capable of devel­oping and fostering vested inter­ests of its own. The opposing pulls
of the radical peasants and work­
ers on the one hand, and the back­ward lamlowner-church peasant 
combination on the other, are sonearly equal that the government
is always in unstable equilibriumand easily upset by some shift ofsupport or the pressure of someoutside force. Such an outside
force, pressing constantly upon it,
is that of foreign capital. 

The World War prepared thebasis for a more stable regime by
ending the mutual counter-pulls of
British and American interests. There was a definite growth in the
influence of the United States inMexico and a definite recession of the power of England. At this junc­
ture Obregon, who made himself
president by a coup d'etat in 1920,
struck out boldly on the basis of
what seemed to him the strongest
combination of forces: the peas­ant-worker bloc as the internal, 
and American capital as the exter­nal support of his regime. A circus performer riding bareback on two
horses at once has an easy time incomparison; for Obregon's two
high-spirited horses were not train­ed to run together ! 

He would have to make solid con­cessions to American capital with­
out alienating the nationalist-mind­
ed, anti-imperialist masses; makeconcessions to the masses without
alienating suspicious, conservativeAmerican capital. He would have
to contrive to blow hot and cold, ifnot in a single breath, at least in
successive ones. Only a man of
audacious vision would have at­
tempted it: only a major statesman
could have gotten away with it.

The Obregon Pattern 
Obregon soon discovered a rough

mathematical formula for his pat­
tern: the masses could generally
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be kept contented with a maximum of radical phrases and gestures anda minimum of actual deeds ; on theother hand the hard-boiled finan­ciers were not too exigent as to phraseology but fearfully exactingas to actions.
How to convince American inter­ests made jittery by Russian Bol­shevism that his revolutionaryphrases should not be taken too!itera!Iy, that he must have freeplay for demagogy if he was toremain in power at all ? How toconvince the masses that his gov­ernment was really revolutionary; that if it tried to go farther orfaster there would be American in­tervention ? How to measure outthe crumblike concessions thatwould keep the regime from get­ting unpopular, and yet surroundeach tiny crumb with a shining ru­by mist of socialistic phraseologyso that few would perceive how

little was the crumb after all ? How
to keep the partially awakenedmasses, stirred by a decade of civil
strife, under sure ani! subtle con­
trol ? These were no minor problemsof statecraft. They were brilliantly 
and consciously solved by Obregon,
and his methods of solution were
consciously adopted and extendedby the two succeeding bosses of
Mexico, Calles and Cardenas. They
are working better than ever today.

Therein lies the explanation ofthe constant tacking and veering of 
the Mexican ship of state : therein the missing background to recon­
cile the apparently contradictory
policies and principles that have
left observers so bewildered andhelpless to make up their minds as 
to the nature of the Mexican re­gime. This explains why on one 
day Obregon nullifies the oil sec­
tions of Article Twenty-Seven of
the Constitution, granting every
demand to the American oil com­panies, and the next day makes one of the most radical pronounce­
ments as to governmental theory ever heard outside of the Soviet Union; why with one hand (figura­
tively of course, for he lost his leftarm in a battle against Villa at
Celaya) he gives land in homeo­
pathic doses to the peasants, and 
with the other gives away the land as a whole to oil and. mining com­
panies; why one decree deports the
papal delegate as a "pernicious
foreigner" and the next expels a
foreign•born leader of the Mexican
Communist Party on a similar
charge ; why the government as­
sures the victory of a strike in
which neither American interests
nor those of the native governinggroup are involved, and smashesthe next strike which happens tobe directed against American inter­ests ; why the very administrationwhich institutes "Socialist" educa­tion can also devise secret plansfor military cooperation with itsimperialist overlord, the UnitedStates, in the next war.
The House of Morgan Steps In
The Obregon revolt occurred inApril 1920 ; yet the leading article in the May number of The Amer­icas, published by the NationalCity Bank of New York, declared:
"Now that events in Mexico are

moving towards final settlement, there is every reason to believe thatthe plans repeatedly made andpostponed may be put into ex,ecu­tion, and trade relations established between the business men of thiscountry and the merchants of Mex­ico that will be permanent andprofitable to both groups . . .  ; Inspite of troubJ.es that may comeduring the next few months andoutward appearances that make it�ppear !hat l\lexico is merely keep­mg up its favorite pastime of rev­olution and civil war, there is soundreason for believing that construe-
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tive influences are at work and that a happier and more prosperousepoch is near :y at hand." The National City Bank is not given to empty optimistic predic­
tion in such matters . . . .  Yet there were a number of mi­nor obstacles in the way of thenew course and Obregon spent much of his four years removingthem. Chief of these were thepressure of accumulated and morethan justified anti-United Statessentiment in Mexico on the onehand, and the pinheadedness of theAmerican state department anddiplomatic apparatus on the other.Ambassadors like Lane Wilson andFletcher and Sheffield and pedanticand unreaiistic Secretaries of Stateli½e Hughes and Kellogg werefrightened into epileptic fits by theradical phrases so lightly utteredand more Hghtly taken in Mexicanpolitical circles. Hughes would nothear of face-saving and radicalphrase-saving in Mexico. He want­ed <?b�egon op�nly to sign awayM�xico s s:n·e�eignty and publiclyabJure radicahsm as a condition ofrecognition; whereas the latterwas proffering a tacit engagementt� nullify the land and oil provi­sions of the Constitution simul­taneously with or immediatelyafter recognition. More than that he was offering an administratio�that could deliver what it promised thanks to the retention of popula;support. At last the American bankers disgusted with the needless dela;and pedantic quarrels about ab­s�ract formulae, simply thrust thediplomatic messenger and officeboys aside and Thomas W. Lamont,Morgan partner, stepped into the situation in person. The effect wasmagical.

The Real Issues 
Obregon and Lamont were men

who could understand each other.So, at a later stage in the samedevelopment, were Calles and Mor­row. The Bankers' Committee which Lamont represented knewexactly what it was after and hadthe good sense to know that they must leave the Mexican govern­ment in a position to deliver itwithout being overthrown by popu­lar indignation. They wanted Mex­ico to settle the claims of Amer­ican enterprises damaged duringthe years of revolution. Theywanted the railways returned toprivate control on the basis of a guaranteed dividend yield. Theywanted the existing government to recognize the Joans made by Diaz,even those contracted after revo­lution had broken out against him.They wanted reoognition of the loans made to Huerta. They wantedall loans consolidated, funded, guar­anteed by some sure source of gov­ernment inwme, and provisionsmade for the resumption of inter­est payments. They wanted thecancellation of the oil provisions ofArticle Twenty-Seven of the Con­stitution. 

plied by the clear-headed Lamont
and his successor Morrow to Mex­
ico. But Morrow's follow-up hasbeen overpublicized and Lamont's 
pathfinding role scarcely noticed
by American commentators. 

The Bankers' Committee wasformed in 1919, while Obregon waspreparing his coup d'etat, whileAmbassador Fletcher was compil­ing an inflammatory list of 217Americans killed between 1911 and 1919, while Albert B. Fall, oil sen­ator and chairman of a Senate sub­committee on Foreign Affairs wasstill recommending the use of mil­itary force to compel Mexico tochange her Constitution or public­ly exempt American interests fromits operation. 
In the late summer of 1921

Thomas W. Lamont, Chairman of 
the Bankers' Committee, went in person to Mexico on a trip "com­
bining business and pleasure."(They have a tendency to overlap
in a man like Lamont and in a
land like Mexico. )  There was a pleasant exchange of courtesies
with President Obregon and his
Secretary of the Treasury, AdolfoBut Lamont could see in an in- de la Huerta. Within a month there­stant what phrase-frightened dip- after, Mexico had assumed thelomats living in a rarefied atmo- Diaz and Huerta debts; had agreedsphere of abstrac�ions and phr�se- to the installation of a new "Amer­fetishism. of their own makmg, ican-model" banking system• hadseeme� mcap:ible of seeing in a ente1·ed into a debt-finding, a�nual­deca�e .  that 1t was us�less to .get , payment - with-increasing-annuitiesa go,ernment of MeXIco to yield arrangement similar to the Dawes­openly and publicly on this issue, Young Plan; to the putting of thesm�e any gove_rnment. frankly pro- railroads on a paying basis by gov­posmg to abohsh Articles Twenty- ernment subsidy, purchase of new�:ven and One Hundr�d a.nd Twen- rolling stock, slashing of wagestrThree of the Constitution would and smashing of the railwa not last )on&: enough to make the unions ; to the return of the raj[.first deliveries of the promised roads to private control under the go�ds. T�e same hard-�oiled econ- management of a bondholders' com-0�1c reahsm that permitted finan- mitte headed by J. P. Morgan andcie�s to back Mussolini in Italy, Company; and to the settling ofradical ph_rases . . and ail, and subse- the oil dispute with a committeequently Hitler m Germany, was ap- ( Continued on Page 5 )

Agrarian Problems Of Catalonia 
( Continued from Page 3 )  

lawyer Francese Layret and was continued, after his executionunder the dictatorship of MartinezAnido, by Luis Companys. It hadfor its immediate aim a reductionof ground rents and, • as its finalgoal, access to the property of the farmers and peasants accordingto their slogan "the land belongsto the users." It was therefore anorganization for the defense ofpeasant rights, without a reallyrevolutionary character. The dictatorship of Primo deRivera brought its activity almostto a standstill, but it began to re•gain in!luence with the Republicof April, 1931. The Republic re­duced the rate of ground rent to4 % of the fiscal value of the land.But keen disappointment awaited the rabassaires, for the authoritiesand the wurts sabotaged this lawby automatically favoring the pro­prietors every time a case wasbrought up. 
No Aid from Republic A compromise was made in Sep­tember 1932 which was to serve as the forerunner for an agrarianlaw. The law hung fire in the midst of new conflicts. In 1933 areduction in the ground rent was declared. In 1934 finally a ratherweak preliminary law laid thebasis for the stabilization of thesituation of the rabassaires, allow­ed ownership to those who hadworked a domain for 18 years andagain decreed the reduction ofrei:its to four percent. The pro­prietors were furious and began acampaign which obtained a repudi­ation of this law from the courtof constitutional g u a r a n  t e e s . Finally in 1934, a definitive Jawwas promulgated, even more con­servative than the preceeding one.

Thruout this period, because ofthe personal influence of LuisCompanys, the great majority of•he Union of Rabassaires, remain­ed under the influence of the Cata­Ionian Left Republicans. At thistime it attained a membership ofabout 25,000.

The events of October made aclean sweep of those few hard won successes. The peasants whoseground rent had been cut wereobliged to pay up the back install­ments, not only for the year 1934,but even for the preceding years. Those who were not able to paywere seized, evicted thrown intoprison. In 1935 the' Madrid par­liament voted a law favorable tothe proprietors which was produc­tive of mass evictions-more than1,500 in Catalonia alone. 
In face of the weakness of theGenerality at the time of theOdober events, and weighed downwith accumulated disappointments the Union of Rabassaires littl�by little turned away from theCatalonian Left Republicans andbegan to acquire a character of itsown. In the February elections itpresented two candidates (both ofthem were elected) within theframework of the Popular Front upon this limited and clear cutplatform: ( 1) Reenactment of thetwo agrarian laws of 1933 and1934. (2)  Restitution of damagessuffered by evicted peasants, etc. But the newly elected govern­ment of the Generality seemed tobe in no hurry to satisfy these demands. On the eve of the 19thof July, the second point had be­come a dead letter. At the sametime the revolutionary oppositionwas growing within the ranks ofthe organization. Since its Con­gress in May ( 1936) the Union ofRa?assai.res has unanimously pro­claimed itself a class organizationand has undertaken the formula­tion of a prcgram with socialistten?encies. In the country im­pa t1ence was mounting and insome places the peasants hadspontaneously occupied the land.

The Revolution and Its Work 
The July days therefore foundthe peasants ready for action. Theresponse to the events in Barcelo­na was immediate. In all the vil­lages the property of the reaction­aries was confiscated; fascists,

priests and usurers were huntedout, imprisoned or executed. Whereno peasant union existed, the Mili­tia committees or Anti-fascist com­mittees of the place took the affairinto their hands. As for rents anddues, they were simply done awaywith. In a few days the place hadbeen swept clean, ready .for thework of organization and construc­tion to begin. The Union of Rabas­saires approves of these spontane­ous 3:ctions and has raised slogansto this effect thruout Catalonia. Less than a month l111ter theeleven points of the EconomicCouncil appeared, three of whichv:ere concerned with the organiza­t10n of the countryside: 
"CoiJectivization of the largeagrarian properties, which will beexploited by the peasant unions with the help of the Generality andthe compulsory union adherence ofthe producers exploiting small andmedium sized properties " It is obvious that we 'have here both the legalization of confisca­tion and a step forward toward thecollective regime of tmorrow. In regard to the application ofthis point, the Generality promul­gated a decree a short time ago on"obligatory unionism," of whichwe will give an extract further on '.1iming on the one hand at regroup�mg the peasants so as to carry onthe collective acquisition of agri­cultural materials and, on theother, at the collective sale of theproducts of the entire village. Besides this, the Union of Ra­bassaires and the various partiesa�d organizations which aspire towm the �upI?ort of the peasantry,a'.e. oonsidermg the means of di­vidi?g certain lands among theagricultural workers who would thus become small owners with thesame rights as the freed farmersand :abassaires. This is only a quest10n, as is easily seen, of the­first measures. It now becomes aquestion of knowledge of peasantmentality which is still an un­known quantity,( Concluded in next iJJue)
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The Fight Against 
Fascism's Program 

The problem still remains: How
is it possible for the Communist
International to follow such a
monstrous course, so thoroly false
in every respect, so utterly suicidal
in its consequences ? There are
those who, not without malice
aforethought, charge that the com­
muniSts are seeking a truce with
fascism under the pressure of
Soviet diplomacy. There is neither
rhyme nor reason in such explana­
tions. The Soviet Union is today
as hostile to Nazi Germany as it
can possibly be and no evidence is
necessary to prove that the of­
ficial communist movement has not
relaxed to the slightest degree its
determination to fight fascism,
however much it may have chang­
ed its methods. And that is precise­
ly the point. The official commu­
nist spokesmen recommend the
new tactics not as a way of easing
up the struggle against fascism
but rather as a means of inten­
sifying it and rendering it more
effective. We know that this is a
piece of disastrous self-deception
but we should not forget the poli­
tical motivation behind it.

I Comparative Production: USA-USSR I 
Industry U.S. - 1936

Pig Iron (million tons) 30.7
Steel (million tons) 48.8

USSR - 193'6
14
16 

USSR 
1937 Plan

17.5
20 

By WILL HERBERG
( Concluded from last week) 

If we are to effect the "recon­
ciliation of fascists and anti.fas­
cists" and to adopt the fascist
program as "our own," it follows
obviously that our attitude to the
fascist mass organizations can
hardly be one of outright hostility.
And, indeed, it is a major conten­
tion of the new course that these
fascist organizations can and must
be converted into instruments of
the proletarian class struggle.
Nay, more it is even maintained
that they are already the "trade
unions of the workers" and that
only thru them can the masses be
gotten to act unitedly ! I think I
had better repeat the official de­
clarations of the Italian and Ger­
man communist parties for fear
that the reader may think I am
exaggerating a bit. 

"The fascist trade unions can be
an instrument in the struggle
against the employers . . . .  There­
fore they must be regarded as the
trade unions of the workers in the
present situation in Italy." 

"The fascist trade unions can,
even under the totalitarian fascist
regime, enable the masses to win
considerable victori-es . . . .  It is be­
coming more and more clear to
tbe anti-fasicsts that it is possible
to get the masses of the workers
to act unitedly only if their de­
mands are put forward legally in
the Labor Front . . . .  " 

disillusionment. The German Com­
munist Opposition, despite its
meager resources, has given a
brilliant example of how effective
trade union work is really to be
carried on in a land groaning
under the heel of fascism!

Is it necessary now seriously to
challenge a conception that urges
us to treat the "minor National­
Socialist officials" gently, remem­
bering that they are not "little
Hitlers," a conception that calls
upon us to "support" and "join
with" those "fascist leaders who
are striving to take on the defence
of the general or partial interests
of the people ? "  It is so grotesque,
so self-evidently suicidal, that it
seems to require no special refuta­
tion, particularly after what has
been said above.

The New Course And "Left"Fascism 
The full menace of the new

course of the Communist Interna­
tional cannot be fully appreciated
until we realize the fatal resem­
blance it bears to the orientation
of the so-called "left" fascists who
constitute the various oppositional
fascist movements. It is only
necessary to read Otto Strasser's
Black Front organ, Die Deutsche
Revolution, for example, to find
repeated in just so many words,
the condeptions advocated in the
manifestos of the German and
Italian communist parties. The
same tendency to glorify the
"original" fascist program and to
idealize the "minor National-So­
cialist officials," the same slogan
of "reconciliation !" It is not
enough to counter that the motives
are different and that the resem­
blance is largely external. Of
course it is ! But it is certainly no
credit to the policy of the Com­
munist International that it has
such close points of contact with
the program of the most reckless
of fascist demagogues, so that the
propagation of this policy must
necessarily play into the hands of
the "left" fascists and strengthen
the force of their dangerous ap­
peal.

Rolled Steel " " *32.6
Oil ( million barrels) 156.5
Coal (million tons) .... .. . 486.7
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The Logical Culmination OfThe People's Front 
The fact of the matter is that

this new orientation in the strug­
gle against fascism is but the
logical culmination of the strategy
of the People's Front. It is no ac­
cident that, in their appeals, both
the German and Italian commu­
nist parties entirely ignore cap­
italism as a system or even fas­
cism as a movement and regime
but direct their whole fire against
the "three thousand millionaires
who rule Germany," the "upper
ten thousand," the "armament
profiteers," and the like-the equi­
valent of the "two hundred fami­
lies" in French communist propa­
ganda. For the outlook in which
the idea of the People's Front is
rooted is one that ignores class
lines or even fundamental political
distinctions; it is thoroly petty
bourgeois and populist-for it
there exists only a handful of
wicked aristocrats arrayed against
the undifferentiated mass of the
"people." Such a conception leads
directly to the appeal for the "re­
conciliation" of fascists and anti­
fascists and to the grotesque ideal­
ization o f t h e  pseudo-radical
"original" fascist program. 

Of course, the strategy of the
People's Front does not begin with

Locomotives ____ 101 
Freight cars ·······-····················· ··············•43,100
Gold ( million oz.) .. ............................... 4.3
• Estimated. From Business Week
this extreme position; it cul­minates in it. Just as, in the policy 
of the French Communist Party,
the original People's Front of ail"democratic" forces, ultimately
began to pass over into the FrenchFront embracing even reactionary
and semi-fascist elements, so has
it become transformed in Germany
and Italy into a national front ofthe entire people, including even
minor fascist officials. 

E.xtremes meet-is a maxim of popular dialectics ;  they meet be­
cause they feed upon a common
source and emerge from a common
point of view. And so it need notsurprise us that, at bottom, there 
is this organic connection between
the ultra-opportunism of today,
expressing itself in the "national
front," and the ultra-leftism of
the "third period," expressing it­
self in the "united front from be­
low." For both are conditioned
upon and rooted in the inabilityto make a class-political analysis,to draw class lines of demarcation

in strategy and tactics. The line is drawn-in the one
case, between the "people" and the
"aristocrats," in the other, be­
tween the official communists and
the rest of the world-but, in
neither case, is it drawn so as tocorrespond with the objective class
content of the situation. "Social
fascism" passes into the "recon­
ciliation of fascists and anti-fas­
cists"; the "Red Front," into the"national front"; the doctrine that
none but Red unions are genuine
workers organizations into the
conception that even the fa�cist
unions are real trade unions of theworkers-but whatever be the
transformation, it takes placewithin the limits of the same
vicious circle ! One approach is es­
sentially the other turned on its
head! Opportunism is panic-stricken
sectarianism, so panic-stricken in­deed that it is utterly impotent touncover and eradicate the roots ofits own appal!ing blunders !

Key To Mexican Politics 
( Continued from Page 4 )  Endowed by nature with the

of oil executives. richest subsoil for its area of any
"The attitude of the present country in the world, Mexico's chief

Mexican government," said Lamont rival is the ex-Mexican portion of
in a public statement on leaving the United States. Now the oil and
the Mexican capital, "is satisfac- mineral companies of the Northern
tory to American interests, indi- land dominated both sides of the
eating an intention to protect and line. Mexico's oil, minerals, rail­
enwurage American interests in roads, banking, an indebtedness
Mexico." several times the size of Mexico's 

The Oil Conflict highest annual budget t,1 dat-e, and

One is left breathless by this
piece of consummate folly ! The
fascist mass organizations are in
their nature, structure and control,
poles apart from proletarian class
organizations, from "instruments
in the struggle against the em­
ployers." Of course, anti-fascists
must carry on work in them, but
with what purpose ? With the pur­
pose of undermining, weakening
and ultimately destroying them
not with that of building them up,
which is what we must do if they
really are "trade unions of the
workers." It is the business of the
anti-fascists to discredit the Labor
Front among the workers, who
have little confidence in it any­
way, as the few published figures
on factory council elections go toshow ; certainly it is not our job 
to bolster up the faith of the
masses in the fascist institutions
by presenting them as "instru­
ments in the struggle against the
employers," which they are not
and can never be. What would our
super-strategists think of conver•ting Black Legion groups or the 
Rev. Gerald K. Smith's clubs into fi g h t i n g proletarian organiza­
tions ?

PERI DEFENDS FRENCH 

COLONIAL IMPERIALISM 

A few days later directors of ninety percent of her import-export
the Standard and various other oil trade passed into the hands of
companies went to Mexico. Less United States capital: all the rest
flexible than Lamont about certain was a mere shadow and all subse­
details and handling a much more quent assertions ofsovereignty mere
delicate subject, they nevertheless shadow-boxing. Mexico's fate was
found a satisfactory formula: the sealed as a semi-colonial land so
"non-retroactivity of Article Twen- long as the Obregon pattern should
ty-Seven." endure. 

Virtually all of Mexico's petro- The agreement came none too
Ieum wealth had been given away soon. Less than a month after rec­
by Diaz prior to 191 0. The revolu- ognition was accorded, Secretary of
tion, in its anti-imperialist aspect, the Treasury Adolfo de la Huerta
had been fought lo cancel these handed in his resignation to the
concessions. Hence Article Twenty- President. His purpose was to head
Seven reads: an armed rebellion to block Obre-

Liquidating Illegal Union Cadres

If we have given our readers
the impression, in past articles,
that the Communist Parties have
"lost interest" in the colonial ques­
tion, we wish to rectify that error
right now. Quite the contrary. The
French Communist Party, for ex­
ample, has developed from the at­
titude of merely not desiring to
"disrupt the territorial integrity of
the French Republic" (i .e. French
imperialist exploitation of the colo­
nial peoples) .  From the refusal to
fight for the right of the colonies
to self.determination, our people's
fronteers are become most mili­
tant, and military, defenders of
France's colonial system-all on
the grounds that Germany must
be stopped!

is engineered by Germany and
Italy. 

"In addition a permanent Ger-
man hold on Morocco would be a
threat to communications in the
event of a French mobilization.
The whole system of French na­
tional defense is based on undis­
turbed rapid communications be­
tween Paris and North Africa." 

"All contracts and concessions gon's plan to name Calles as his
made by former governments from successor. De Ia Huerta himself as­
and after the years 1876 which pired to the post. Behind him was
shall have resulted in the monop- a majority of the Chamber of DeI!­
oly of lands, waters and natural uties, the dominant Cooperatista
resources of the Nation . . .  are de- Party, a number of state gover-
clared subject to revision . . .  " nors and most of the leading gen-It is but natural that the new 

course should have no use for il­legal trade union cadres. For of 
what good are they if the LaborFront can "enable the masses towin considerable victories," if, in­
deed, it is the only lever by which the workers can be set into mo­
tion ? And so we are led to the point of actual liquidation of il­
legal trade union work, which
must be sacrificed on the altar ofan absurd illusion as to the pos•
sibilities of "legality" under fas­
cism! 

Of course, it is necessary to take
advantage of every crack in the
fascist regime, of every possibility
of "legal" activity, no matter howsmall ! But experience has amply
shown that, unless such "legal"
work in the Labor Front or any other fascist organization is
properly prepared and carried out
by illegal trade union cadres in
which are grouped the more ac'tiveand class conscious w o r k e r  s ,
whether socialist or communist, it
can lead to nothing but defeat and

Gabriel Peri, foreign editor ofL'Humanite, granted an interview
to The Tribune, a London Labor
publication, (January 15th issue)
in which he considers Germanmaneuvers in Morocco : 

Of course, M'sieu Peri is quite
unaware of the machinations ofthe French Fascist movement in 
the colonies, activities aided and abetted by People's Front officials,as reported in L'Oeuvre ? (Reprint­
ed in Workers Age, Jan. 16) .  Allhe seems to know, answering a
question concerning the lack ofcomment of German infiltration, bycertain French papers is that: "A 
portion of the French press places
the interests of the caste which it
serves above those of national
security." 

But M'sieu Peri can very welldefend those national (bourgeois)
i11terests of imperialist France : 

The intent was clear. The de- erals in the army. For a while
mands of the oil men modest. All Obregon's plight looked desperate.
they asked for was the "non-re- But the Government of the United
troactivity" of Article Twenty-

I
· States acted with amazing energy

Seven, that concessions made to sustain the administration with
prior to 1917 sheuld not be subject which it had just made an agree­
to revision ! A few days after the I ment. It rushed to Obregon arms,
agreement was arrived at, the Mex- ammunition, airplanes. He had no
ican Supreme Court declared that funds, so it opened a $10,000,000
Article Twenty-Seven could not be credit to pay its own munitions
applied to rights acquired prior to makers. Such action is unprece­
May 1, 1917. dented in the history of Mexican-

There was some further squab- American relations. 
bling by hold-out oil men and the At the same time, the workers
still uncomfortable State Depart- and peasants of Mexico rallied to
ment. But on August 31st, 1923, Obregon's support in great num­
the Government of the United bers, more than offsetting the mil­
States and the Government of itary defections. Between them,
Mexico exchanged mutual declara· American capital and the Mexican
tions of recognition on the terms masses turned the tide. The Obre­
originally arranged by Lamont and gon pattern was working. Both
Obregon. Thereby the anti-impe1i- pillars were holding firm. The
alist or nationalist revolution was epoch of successful revolutions was
liquidated and American interests over : the epoch of unsuccessful re­
became more completely dominant hellions had set in. 

"The safety of the whole ofNorthern Africa is endangered by 
this penetration. By means of de• magogic propaganda among the
natives of Spanish Morocco, Ger­
many would be enabled to sow
unrest among the native population
of French Morocco as well. There
exists already in French Moroccan
territory a fascist movement which

• "Certain precautions (against
Germany) of a military nature,
for instance, the mobilization ofthe garrison at Fez, should be taken." Then he hurriedly adds:
"It is undeniably disagreable fora pacifist and democratic govern· 
ment to take military measures .... "

Undeniably!
than they had ever been under (Next week's article will deal with the

Diaz. Mexican labor movement) .
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