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BLOOD IS SHED AGAIN 
IN KANSAS AS POLICE 

BEAT RELIEF STRIKERS
One Near Death After Barrage of Gas and Clubs 
Against 300 Men, Women and Children in Fort

Scott Courthouse in Governor Landon’s State
. . - . _ ' -1

(Special U the Daily Worker)
FORT SCOTT, Kan., Jan. 19.—Armed reaction has risen 

up against starving men, women and children here. .The 
corn-belt has received a dose of tear gas. The workers of 
this small middle-western town have learned that their kind 
of liberty is not the liberty of those who sit in the seats of
power In Alf M. Landon’s budget-

wage.'.
M

]Adv
which

balancing Kansas.
Death,; too. has come Into the 

ranks of the united workers For 
John Pryor. 63. Is near death In 
the charity hospital here, and if by 
chance he should recover he will 
probably be blind as a result of the 
explosion of a tear gas cartridge 
within a few inches of his face.

Eight persons In all were sent to 
the hospital the night of Jan. 16, 
when county officials, headed by 
reactionary county commissioners.

Slave sold the workers short In 
that expenses can be cut 
drove 300 persons, including 

wbmen and children, out of the 
courthouse where they were pro­
testing against {starvation relief
wage'

Men and Women Assaulted
Advancing against the crowd, 

was In its third straight 
night in the lobby of the court­
house. sheriff deputies and city 
policemen fired tear gas pistols and 
swung billies and fists indiscrimin­
ately against women and men. 
Some Of the group fled the build­
ing, but many made a determined 
stand by the doors, declaring they 

a right to meet in their own 
Both city and comity 

stores of tear gas were exhausted, 
women were slapped brutally, and 
children were pushed end shoved 
about, before the workers retreated 
to the lawn, and later, into the 
Meet. i

No arrests were made during the 
fight, but the following day ten 
officers arrested John Babbitt, 36, 
secretary of the Parmer-Labor 
Union unit here. Babbitt, one of 
the leaders in the workers' strike, 
was held In jail without a charge 
being placed against him, and his 
frieftds and r?latlves were refused 
admission to see him. This was 
the second time Babbitt had been 
arfested in the past few weeks; he 
was at liberty under 61,000 bond to 
face a charge of peace disturbance, 
brought recently when county au­
thorities declared he refused to 
leave the courthouse when so or- 
MH. ‘ . [

The troubles here arose when the 
Farmer-Labor membership voted to 
go on strike protesting the starva­
tion work relief wage being paid In 
Bourbon county. The county wage 
has been $1 dally, with weekly 
totals ranging from one day’s work 
to | five days’ work. Many men, 
fathers of families, have been re­
ceiving nothing. The strikers also 
demanded that the county be re­
turned to Kansas emergency relief, 
claiming that the Federal aid was 
taken away from them due to polit­
ical reasons originating In the of­
fice of Governor Landon at Topeka. 
Letters written to the Governor 
have elicited only evasive .replies. 

Workers Determined 
Having called the strike, the 

workers entered the courthouse de­
termined to remain until their de­
mands were met. The first day of 
their stay a young girl, Lulu May 
Gross. 15, was taken to her home 
by the county physiciaA, who de­
clared she was suffering from 
diphtheria. He then ordered that 
the courthouse be fumigated nightly 
as long as the workers remained. 
Parents of the girl claim she was 
Innoculated for diphtheria two 
years ago, and that she was suf­
fering from only a heavy cold.

For two nights the strikers en­
d-red the fume* of a number of 
formaldehyde candles. They stayed 
in jthe courthouse day and night, 
singing songs, sleeping upon the 
concrete floors, eating food which 
was brought them by friends and 
sympathetic merchants. On the 
third night, that of Jan. 16, the 
authorities announced their inten­
don of burning at least 20 candles. 
Babbitt and others protested. Frank

O’Brien, county attorney, then ap­
peared upon the stairway and told 
the strikers to disperse within ten 
minutes. None left. The officers 
then entered with their tear gas 
pistols.

At the charity hospital it was 
said Pryor's condition is critical. 
At his bedside was his wife, one of 
the women who were manhandled 
by the police.

When Interviewed in the county 
Jail, Babbitt said the strike would 
go on. “Conditions here are ter­
rible.” he said. ’’Our kids aren’t 
getting enough food to eat. We are 
going forward, we are going for­
ward united. We are g^lng to win.”

Babbitt commended the spirit of 
the strikers. "The workers are unit­
ing, even in the corn-belt," he de­
clared. “It was wonderful to see the 
solidarity they presented in the face 
of mortal danger. No violence— 
we were agreed on that—Just a 
stand for our rights as American 
citizens, Jafet a constant reiteration 
of those rights. Let the police use 
their clubs against folks who are 
starving. -We will win without 
violence, because we are uniting. 
And after this lesson the workers 
and farmers won’t take long to get 
together against their common 
enemies.” j

Babbitt’s trial has been set for 
Jan. 28. Plans were being laid here 
to organize a statewide committee 
of workers to raise funds for the 
publication Of a pamphlet telling 
the history of the strike in Fort 
Scott and difficulties elsewhere In 
Kansas, and revealing the truth 
behind presidential-possibility Lan- 
don's Refusal to do anything for 
the jobless and destitute. The 
booklet would contain pictures of 
those terrorized by officers.

Morgan partner Railroad Owners Meet
On Layoff of 100,000

Labor Aroused at Threatened Dismissals on 
Expiration of Emergency Transportation i 

Act—6-Hour-Day Fight Is Pushed

(Dally Waffear Midwaai Sanaa)
CHICAGO, Ill., Jan. 19.—With one eye cocked on the 

hurricane of sentiment among railroad employes against new 
layoffs estimated at 100,000, and a renewal of the demand for 
a six-hour day for railroad workers, and with the other eye 
casting a longing glance at the rich “savings in operating 
expenses” to be made by consolida-e-

HEADS GIANTS

Corporations Use
U. S. Security Act

*
To Spy on Workers

WASHINGTON, Jan. 19. —Large 
corporations are reported to be us­
ing the Federal Social Security Act 
as a basis for prying into private 
affairs of their workers, according 
to Louis Resnick, chief of the Social 
Security Board.

Most large corporations already 
have sent to every employe a list 
of questions to be answered in con­
nection with the operation of the 
program. Most of these question­
naires seen by the board have been 
either unnecessary, or impertinent, 
he said.

The board has yet made no regu­
lations concerning questions, but re­
vealed that the only information it 
needs to know about job holders 
are their respective ages, total sala­
ries, and length of employment.

Many large concerns have asked 
their workers numerous other ques­
tions as to their nationality, marital 
status, previous Jobs, reasons for 
changing employment, and the like.

Resnlck said workers would' be 
Justified in tossing such lists in the 
waste baskets unanswered.

He said one of these questionnaires 
obtained by the board contained 32 
queries for each worker to answer, 
Including one demanding to know 
whether he belonged to the company 
union or the American Federation 
of Labor.

Thomas W. Lament (above), 
partner in the House of Morgan, 
America’s War Maker No. 1, tes­
tifying at the Senate Munitions 
Committee hearings in Washtng-

tions and firing of men, the mem 
bers of the Executive Committee of 
the Association of American Rail­
roads, in meeting here, proposed 
detailed negotiations with the 
unions yesterday.

Two committees were appointed 
by the companies’ Association 
during its two days’ secret session 
here: one committee of negotiators 
made up of personnel managers and 
the other committee of railway 
presidents to check on the lint.

According to a statement made 
public yesterday by President J. J. 
Pelley of the Association, a “com­
promise” win be offered the men. 
At the same time, Pelley declared 
the roads were opposed to all those 
features of .the Emergency Trans­
portation Act which limit the num­
ber of dismissals which can follow 
consolidation of systems or terminal 
facilities. Section 7 of the Act pro­
vides that the number employed by 
the roads shall not be reduced be­
low the number at work in May, 
1933. The law expires next June, 
and Pelley declared the roads will 
oppose any renewal of provisions 
that place responsibility in any form 
on companies for the support of 
men discharged,

Pelley stated the main purpose of 
the meeting Just ended was to 
secure the benefits of the act, con­
solidations, which because of Its 
labor provisions, “have not been 
realized.”

SAN DIEGO, Cal.. Jan. 19.—The I J*1® ^U.yay .

San Diego Federated Trades Coun- announced that he con-
cil was ordered reorganized here aiders compelling several oonsolida- 
yesterday by the representative on | tions.

Green Aide 
Reorganizes 
Labor Council
Reprisal for San Diego 

Anti-War Affiliation 
Is Seen as Reason

the Pacific Coast of President Wil­
liam Green of the A. F. of L.

Only a reason based on a tech­
nicality was given, namely that the 
various locals sent more represen­
tatives to the trades council than its 
constitution allows.

The actual reason, It Is felt here, 
is that the Federated Trades and 
Labor Council followed the example 
of various other A. F.' of L. cen­
tral bodies and local unions in re­
fusing to heed the Orders given by 
Green that they should, withdraw 
their support for the American 
League Against War and Fascism 
and their delegates from the Cleve­
land Congress of the League.

It appears from the letter of 
Green on which his representative, 
Casey, claims to have based his 
action, that even Green did not 
order the council dissolved. Green 
merely complained about the “sub­
versive actions” of the trades 
council.

The charter was not lifted, but 
Casey has taken all the affairs of

The association has before It the 
demand from the union executives 
for negotiations and an agreement 
establishing the status of railroad 
workers after June 16.

Railroad Men Aroused 
The struggle over the right to 

work of railroad men has been stir­
ring the rank and file of railway 
brotherhoods and unions for some 
weeks now. It had been supposed 
that the policy of fighting for no 
discharges due to consolidations 
would be permanent. But the union 
executives announced through their

in railway unions adopted demands 
on their executives to stick to the 
original plan, even to the extent of 
a general strike if necessary.

Bending before this storm, the 
union heads announced in Labor on 
Dec. 31, that they were not chang­
ing the program, that they would 
meet the executives of the com­
panies on Jan. 20 and would not 
consider a dismissal wage.

Owners Insist on Layoffs
On Jan. 8. a committee from the 

union Labor executives met with a 
committee of the railroad executive* 
at Union Station In Chicago, ana 
although no details were made pub­
lic and the whole thing was shrouded 
in secrecy. It became known that 
the company officials stated they 
intended to proceed to consolida­
tions after June 16, and did not feel 
bound to provide either. new em­
ployment or compensation for the 
men dismissed. The companies’ 
committee Insisted that it had no 
authority to enter Into any funda­
mental negotiations over these 
points.

It Is significant that in their last 
announcement late in December the 
labor union executives stated that 
they would concentrate their forces 
on the passage through Congress 
of a six-hour bill for railroads. They 
also propose to push In Congress an 
Amendment to the Employes’ Lia­
bility Act to ensure adequate com­
pensation to railroad workers injured’ 
while on duty, full crews and acts 
for proper maintenence of equip­
ment. They will also support the 
Wheeler Bill for government owner­
ship of the railroads.

Horace Stoneham (above) real­
izes hfe boyhood dreams as he 
takes o^er the presidency of the 
New York Giants, succeeding his
father,
ham.

the Ute Charles A. Stone-

WPA Workers 
Win Back Pay 
In Kansas City
Minnesota Association 

Sets Strike Date on 
All State WPA Jobs

: <By Federated Pre*»)

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Jan. 19 — 
Many of them unpaid for three 

The normal procedure now is for; weeks of longer, and denied emer- 
a session of the national conference | gency groceries at local relief sta- 
of 1.500 general chairmen of rail- WT>A mrr. Van
road unions and brotherhoods to tions’ 7a0 WP A’ worlcer3 at Kan-
take decisive action. The rank and sas City struck with such determl- 
flle demand protective legislation be nation that their checks were dis- 
submitted to Congress and backed patched by special delivery from
up by definite preparations for strike i T „ _ _ , ________ „If necessary to get results either Jeffersoa clty> ^ 
through Congress or directly from | same day.
the employers. The men surrounded the project 

office building, conducting their 
strike in an orderly manner but 
with an evident determination to 
“get their checks or else.” The wor-

Tralnmen Ask Brotherhood 
Representation

WASHINGTON, Jan. 19 (FP).—
Journal, Labor, on Dec. 10, that they Results of an election held by the rled superintendent spent three 
would open negotiations with the | National Mediation Board among ! hours on the telephone until the 
employers on this point, and there employees of the Duluth, Mlssabo checks were speeded on their way. 
were hints In the announcement; and Northern Railway, at the re- j They were paid the next morning, 
that the policy of standing firmly for i quest of the Brotherhood of Rail- ; with no deduction for time lost on

................... ■ road Trainmen, show 81 of the 111 the strike.
votes cast were for representation 
by the Brotherhood. Accordingly 
the Brotherhood has been desig-

WESTINGHOUSE BOSSES 
ORDER DISTRIBUTION 
OF HEARST-LANG SHEET

'' ' r 1 ' ; 4 , ,
Anti-Soviet Lies Invoked to Stem Growing Organ* 

ization in Plant-—Communist Party Reply
Favorably Received by Workers

; —L---------- —-------- I—1-------- |
(DaHjr W*rt«r PtUibvrfh SarcM)

^ EAST PITTSBURGH, Pa., Jan. 19.^Scared by the 
strength of the Communist Party unit in the Westinghouse 
plant here, the rapidity with which an “outside” union has 
grown, and the increasingly militant character of company 
union committees, Westinghouse officials have obviously
run to Hearst for help against such#------- ‘------------- i--------;-----———
‘ red radicalism.” and threw the paper into the

For cm last Monday, when the ’ as If It had burned her hand. 
10.000 workers employed at the lo- Gattef Littered
cal shop passed out through the The gutter, in fact, received many 
gates on their way home from work. of the sheets, cast aside by workers 
each one was handed a special would not deign even to open 
tabloid edition, published by the the aland?rous pages.
New York Evening Journal, of I Two roomings later, as the West- 
Harry Lang’s notorious anti-Soviet Inghouse workers filed through the 
series which ran la the Hearst pub- &tes 011 their way to work, they 
Ucatlons—“starvation” pictures and were handed the leaflet of the 
fru j . Westinghouse Communist shop unit

“New York Socialist.” savs the answering the slanders, 
headline. "Tells of Soviet Horrors; - Branding Hears: a liar, exposing 
'6 Million Died of Hunger,’ Official the falsity of the articles and plc- 
Said.” I • | tures, and describng actual condi-

Specially hired by Hearst for the tlon* prevailing in the Worker s 
occasion, an extra squad of news-j Fatherland, the leaflet said: 
boys handed out the slander sheets one need; take the word of
to the workers leaving the plant. us Communists for these facts. Ask 

Slander Sheet Refused the delegate In your shop, who waa
Happening to be in another part 8erjt t>y the workers of the West- 

of the town when he learned of the inghouse to Investigate condition* In 
distribution your correspondent I the Soviet Union. He will tell you 
hurried to the nearest gate. The Hearst Is a liar” 
plant had all but emptied by that derate Impressed by Soviet Union 
time but two late stragglers left! Robert Whtendr, a toolmaker em- 
just as he reached the gate and gloyed here, was sent as a worker 
the following were their reactions: delegate to Russia in 1934 and came 

The first, a man of about 38 b®** w^h glowing reports of the 
years, was offered the folded paper, advances of socialist construction 
headline out. by one of the news- and the life of Soviet workers under 
boys. Glaring contemptuously at i Ihe leadership of the Communist 
the paper, he kept his hands in his Party. J
pockets, refused to accept it with &i Pointing out Hearst's background 
shake of the head, and brushing as war-maker and fascist, the hand- 
by paused only long enough to re- bill exposed the class character of 
buke the newsboy, whom hie evi- Hearst’s anti-Soviet propaganda, 
dently knew, with; “I’ll bet your ’.’What,” It asked,^ “is Hearst's mo- 
father doesn’t know you’fe down ^*ve deceivng' the workers of 
here distributing that kind of liter-: the Westinghouse regarding the 8o- 
ature does he’” !viet Union? Hearst is in the same

A blush of shame colored the kid’s biKstockholdersofthe
cheeks as he dropped the hand ^ °f
proffering the paper — the worker *Rd, ^Iellon ^bollve in extrava 

* , . „gant luxury at th« expense of thehurried on his way. American worker and his family.
The second to leave the plant Fesu. Example of Soviets 

was a working woman in her late ..These that once the
twenties. She accepted the paper American workers see the true pic- 
without glancing at it, and1, in; an jure of the Soviet Union, under- 
obvious hurry to cross the street, stand what It means in providng 
failed to open it until she reached an abundant life and security for 
the other sidewalk. Tbpa sbe un- those who produce all the wealth- 
folded it, took one look at the first then It will not be long until they 
_________ __________ __________demand similar condltons. which

no dismissals might be changed. 
There was talk of substituting a de­
mand for a lump sum retirement 
payment.

The nie|nbershlp was incensed and nated as the official agent of the 
filled with anxiety. Many lodges employees.

Tt r tv d 1 and was accused of belonging toMacon raper ^uecl several such organizations

Casey has taken all the affairs or t-* t-j Wr | ; aiso cbarged Miss Rankin had
the San Diego Federated Trades |W JreaCe WOrk(*r been "fired from the faculty of 
rVmnril Intn nu'n hanrifl nnri ^ OI the South S finest SChCouncil Into his own hands and i
has appointed officers to remain in XTrki- i B,renau’ for Jorming
power until elections can be held.; -*■ "x ViliaUpC Ol I ‘chair of peace’ and

The unions of San Diego have | —.—
called on the whole organized la- (By Federated Press)
bor movement to protest against WASHINGTON, Jan. 19.—News- 
this high handed action. I papers that attempt to brand all

A possible factor in the decision peace workers as "reds” and all 
by Casey to seize control of the San peace organizations as being Mos- 
Diego Federated Trades and Labor cow supported, are hereby given 
Council was the fact that it forced! warning.
the resignation of Albert C. Rogers, I Miss Jeannette Rankin has filed 
Leader 01 ^ ^ ^ ^^a $50,000 libel suit against the

Evidence against Rogers was that! ^acon Evening News and Bill _ ------------------------
he refused to defend the West Coast i l[Tanes’ conductor of a column in the Speak to the students again.”
maritime unions against threatened Ne^ ^ber 1935 Janesas- ■ ----------------------- -
vigilante.violence of the ship own- fe™ ^ Rankm, who sacrificed' 
ers, refused to assist organization t sea^ as Congressman

one 
schools, 

a so-called 
advocating 

communistic ideas in our schools.”
Miss Rankin declares that she has 

never been tried In any court at 
any xtime, and that she is not a 
Communist. A letter from H. J. 
Pierce, Resident of Brenau Col­
lege, has been produced by counsel 
for Miss Rankin stating, “It is ab­
solutely not true that Miss Rankin 
was fired from the faculty of 
Brenau. It is our hope that we 
may be able to arrange for her to

from |
campaigns, and “generally0"pursued' Montana rather than vote for the 
a very reactionary policy. ^’ar m 1917 and who Is now legisla­

tive secretary for the National 
Council for the Prevention of War, 
“has been branded in the courts of 
Atlanta as being a rank Communist

very reactionary policy.

Halt the shipment of munitions 
to fascist Italy!

Sharpen the straggle against the 
government’s colossal war expend­
itures! Smash, through the fas­
cist and war mongering camp of 
the Morgan - duPont - Hearst set­
up!

Plan W.P.A. Strike 

ORTON VILLE, Minn., Jan. 19 
fPP>.—Agreeing to meet again Feb. 
8 on their demands for a new basic 
W.P.A. scale of 674 cents an hour, 
a 120-hoUr month and unionization 
on W.P.A. jobs, 300 delegates to the 
Minnesota Labor Association con­
vention set that date as a deadline 
for calling a statewide W.P.A. striko. 
All Minnesota labor groups will be 
invited to send delegates. The con­
vention condemned us of the Na­
tional guard In connection with 
strikes at Cloquet and Minneapolis.

Medical Aid May End 

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 19 (PP). 
—Ordered by the state relief ad- j 
ministration to cut personnel from | 
77 to 50. and with its monthly - 
budget slashed from $14,000 to! 
$3,000, the County Medical Bureau; 
which provides medical treatment 
for relief client^ may have to close 
down entirely. The staff was cut 
from its original 100 to 77 in De­
cember. The work has been of in­
estimable value in caring for sick 
and Injured persons on relief and 
their families.

Gallup Defense 
Leader Is Faced 
With Deportation

(Daily Worker Rocky Mountain Bureau)

will mean the overthrow cf Hearst 
and the capitalist system.

“Whom should you believe? 
Hearst, your class enemy, whose in­
terest It is td deceive you? Or your 
own fellow worker, whose interest 
is identical wjithi yours, who visited 
the Soviet Union personally and 
can give you first hand Information 
to refute every anti-Soviet lie Hearst 

DENVER. Colo.. Jan. ,19. —The publishes?”
Denver office of the International The workers crowded around the 
Labor Defense wired instructions . leafiet distributors to receive » copy 
yesterday to Robert LaFolette, at- | before entering the shop, 
tomey for I.L.D. in Albuquerque to;
go at once to Gallup where Federal j _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Immigration officials with the assist-
ance of the American Coal Com- | The exiled o. w. great dr»n>* ot
pany has Issued three “John Doe”

PITTSBURGH, PA.

warrants for the arrest of workers 
active in labor organizations.

Martin Cardona, of Gallup, and 
Jesus Parllares, of Santa Fe, WPA 
worker and member of the Gallup 
Defense Committee, are held in jail 
pending deportation proceedings. A 
drive has been launched in Denver 
to raise money to defend these mili­
tant workers. i i

UNITED LABOR
A Document •( 'Trace

Kameradschaft

"Comradeship"
Now Playing i

• ART CINEMA *

WHAT’S ON
DhUadelphia, Pa.

Twelfth Memorlnl Meeting in Com­
memoration of Lenin. Monday, Jan. 
$1. * PM. at the Arena. 44th and 
Market Sta. Jamea W. Ford, dele­
gate to the Seventh World Congrcaa 
«f O. I. main apeaker. Admtadon Uc,

' 40c. $1.00. Aup.: United Worker* 
Organtration* , r
General ^rehearsals of the Interna- 
tionai Workers Chorus will be held 
on Sunday. Jan. to and SO. 4:10 P.M, 

i at 003 W. Olrard Ave. All comrades 
and sympathisers, especially f^ggr* 
comrades, are requaated to join this 
chorus which wlU take part tn the 
Lenin Memorial meeting on Mcr.dav,

1 • | Jan. ar.

Baltimore, Md. /
Lenin Memorial Meeting with un­
usual program Ben Gold of Furriers 
Union main speaker. Theatrical 
performance hjr . ew fork Theatre 
Group of 13 (including dancers’. 
Sunday evening. t:*0 pm.. Jan. 34, 
Lehtnanna MaU. 04* M. "
Tickets 30c Limited number of on 
employed 10c tickets can be 
;at 30$ a. Bond and 
8t. At door Me.

ranton, O.

T"

Ninth Party Convention Discussion:

Forces Working for Formation of Farmer-Labor Party
By ROSE WORTIS

Defend the Freedom of the 
Ethiopian People!

Classified

ROOMS WANTED

YOUNG man desires room between Prinde-

PHILADELPH1A. Pa.

The JSeic

GULIIVER
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Chicago, III.
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land and Tan Bonn: i ~ ‘ 
day. Jan M. Warwick 
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Article I
At the recent meeting of the Cen­

tral Committee the question was 
raised as to the prospects for de­
veloping a national Farmer-Labor 
Party ticket In the coming elections. 
In analyzing the election results In 
New York we draw similar conclu­
sions. ■ ' , ,

Two years ago the Fusion admin­
istration was elected with the sup­
port of the organized labor move­
ment, endorsed by the Amalga­
mated. International Ladies Gar­
ment Workers Union, and other 
unions. It represented potential 
Labor-Party votes. The disillusion­
ment with this Fusion administra­
tion. and the absence of a Labor 
Party turned the votes back to the 
Tammany fold on a city-wide scale, 
and to the Republicans on a State 
scale.

At the time of the Plenum, the 
question was raised. What are the 
prospects for the development of a 
National Parmer-Labor Party ticket 
for the 1936 elections? The de­
velopment* since the Plenum show 
that the movement for a Labor 
Party Is developing much more 
rapidly than appeared at the tiine. 
not only In the ranks of labor, bat 
amongst the farmers and 
elMB

* gotten 
L XUUW

B*Uy. Saturdty 
33 a F M. •« oafvur- 

iAIM. Church. Breed-Bill Street*. 
: trar Mwbrr Btuar. Vvru Oralth Au»- 

tarerMUeael LeMc Defto**.

The concrete manlfeatatlfl)Bir of 
this are seen in many states and 

In the pact two months nu- 
jocal «mUuF>« central bodies 

have gene on record for a Labor 
Party. In some Instances the move­
ment has already reached the stage 
of the actual formation of a Labor

Another very important develop­
ment which is likely to be a de­
cisive factor In the development of 
a labor Party Is the split in the 
Socialist Party In New York based 
not only on Internal issues, but also 
In different political alignments 
within the Socialist Party. The re­
cent LaGuardla appointment of 
Charles Solomon as judge, and the 
subsequent publicity brought to light 
the alliance between LaGuardia and 
the Old Guard Socialists that ex­
isted for a long time. It shows the 
growing possibility that the Old 
Guard will unite with Fusion to 
sponsor LaGuardia as the “Labor” 
candidate for Mayor in 1937.

This open alliance of the i Old 
Guard with the bourgeois politicians 
has brought home to many of the 
militants the need for closer coop­
eration with the forces that are 
moving In the direction of a Labor 
Party, as evident by the Labor Part y 
program that appeared in the De­
cember 31st issue of the “Socialist 
Call.’*

In examining the developments 
throughout the various states 
and cities we find that New York 
City, with the largest and most 
radical organised trade union 
movement, with potential Labor 
ftety forces, embracing hundreds 
of thousands of workers, has the 

Labor Party movement. 
Why?

How con we account 'or this, and 
can we stimulate the deve!- 

of this movement? • ! 
wlU first deal with the trade 

Since the merger of the

The Party Convention discussion 
is on!

It is the right and duty of every 
Party member to discuss the resolu­
tions and decisions adopted by the 
recent meeting of the (Central Com­
mittee. \ •

The Convention disciission, in-the 
Party units, in the Party fractions, 
should be of benefit to the entire 
Party. Let every unit and fraction 
discussion be summarized tn the 
form of short articles. Let the im­
portant Questions raised in the dis­
cussions be written up for the entire 
Party.

If you have any Question "troub-

of the workers in parliamentary 
activities, our comrades in most of 
the local unions have adopted a 
waiting attitude. They have waited 
for somebody else to take the initia­
tive, for somebody else to launch 
the movement for a Labor Party 
which they would later endorse. 
Here Is a concrete example;

The militant forces in the Paint­
ers’ Union have exerted great in­
fluence over the union, and are 
today on the point of becoming the 
leaders ot the thousands of paint­
ers in New York City. A number of 
locals of the painters are under the 
direct leadership of the militant

ling” you in connection with some ^orces- The support of the workers 
points of Party policy, send it in for for the militants is based not only 
discussion. Do not hesitate. Tell us on the day-to-day struggle on the 
wliat are some of the obstacles you j economic field, but on the general 
met in convincing your fellow work- (program of these militant forces on
ers regarding the need of building a 
Farmer-Labor Party.

has become a greater force In the 
trade union movement of New 
York City, in stimulating the or­
ganization of the unorganized, and 
exerting great Influence on many 
of the unions. However, despite the 
strong sentiment for m Labor Partv 
that exists amongst the « of 
organised workers in New Tack 
City, our fractions in the trade 
unions have been mast backward In 
driving towards organised expres­
sion of this sentiment. Instead of 
being a driving force In getting the 
local unions to go on record for a 
Labor Party, to set up committees 
for the promotion of the Labor 
Party, to give attention fcFtftl*

aU labor problems, which are closely 
linked up with the Labor Party 
movement. The painters, as weU 
as all other building trades work­
ers are confronted with many 
urgent problems directly linked up 
with the political sltuffation, as. for 
Instance, the WPA wage scales, 
which undermine the standards of 
the workers, achieved through many 
yean of struggle; the present cam­
paign, Initiated by the buJdlng 
trades employers to repeal the 
workmen’s compensation law: un­
employment Insurance, a burning 
issue for the greet mass of the 
workers. These are issues which are 
basic in the development of a Labor 
Party.

Bet No Endorsements
* Yet not e single one of these

ers take far granted that they are 
for a Labor Party, and will be ready i 
to join it just as soon as it is! 
formed.

Another example: The unions in | 
the needle trades. The Interna- i 
tionai Ladies Garment Workers | 
Union at a number of its conven­
tions has gone on record for a 
Labor Parity. At the last conven­
tion of the! American Federation of f 
Labor, the ILGWU as well as the 
other needle trades unions voted for j 
the Labor Party. Yet the needle 
trades unions, representing more 
than 200,000 workers In New York 
City, have thus far not taken any 
steps to launch or give leadership 
to this movement. Our forces, who 
have great! influence amongst the 
needle trades workers, have fol­
lowed in the footsteps of the lead­
ership and have not developed an 
active campaign, have done little to 
bring pressure on the leadership. 
Similar Is the situation in hundreds 
of other locals whose members are 
strongly in favor of a Labor Party.

How can we correct this situa­
tion? In the first place it is neces­
sary for our Party and the militant 
forces in the trade, union movement 
to follow up the steps taken at the 
A. P. of L. convention, and to bring 
before every local union the Got-j 
man resolution which expresses the l 
need for a Labor Party in the most 

and convincing form, 
the opening of Congress and : 

the State Legislature, the trade 
unions should take steps to develop 
a campaign around the various 
legislative measures sponsored by
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locals has as yet officially recorded the American Federation of Labor
Union Unity League and i in- rtous legislative measures before the itself for a Labor Party, and, of i and become an active force in drlv- 

dependem unions into the Amer- State and City legislative bodies course, has played no role in dc-! tng for social legislation In the m- 
ikan Federation of Labor, our Psrty j that would sumuiate J£e interests, veioping the movement. The paint- i teresu of the woricen. i

Scooping^ j f 
the World

the January 28th issue of the

Young Worker
will contain
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