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el R(-tween 1919 and 1927
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The Effects of Ratlonahzatlon ‘in the

FO,R th'e workers in cdpn.allst. countnes thh “ord
“rationalization” has a ‘terrible ‘meaning. S
. theans t}ae most ruthless ‘and écienti’fxc‘po}icy of ex-
ploit.ahon In plain English ome ' may call it speed-
‘up and eff’caency. aw means the replacement, of the
skilled by machinery, by/semi-skilled and’ Unskilled.
It means women and ehild labor, Tt summanze\s the
labor. policy of thes CF ling " class in the modern n‘n-
perialist stage of oa italism. -
The .July, 1927 dssue of “Labor Review," pub-
lished by - the U/ S. ‘Department of Labor, which
< surely cannot accused of pro-proletarian sym-

Bt pathies, in the/compilation of its- figures shows some

of the effec
“working  cl4ss.
iployed in 1923 only 89 were-employed. in
fid .this dppnw to the basic industries, to
1dustrier lipon- Which the  econemy of this
‘fountyy depends, and which indicate” whe
have/ “prosperity,” 6 whether we are headed for
depression.  Employment in the basic industries luw
creased 11 per cent in a period of 4 ‘years, he-
ween 1923 and 1927, ~

Now let tis view the px(‘sent. prnspcrxl\ from the
basis of wages, T'hare‘)gas been & decrease of 4.58
por u~nl in wages paid ‘to skilled labor alofie, -
. You, there has beén a general decrease in. employ-
ment - of llupm cent.” Of those 11 per cent skilled
- labor .dum/ received in 1927, 4.58 per cent. less Lh.m
it did in 1923, Little is said in ”Il‘s issue as ‘to

of post-war rationalization upon the

the _percentage  of wage decree\ae suff& red- by, the -

uqqkl,lh‘d which has becnm
While under post-war rmmnah?atmn ‘the numbm
of unemployed mentably increases and wages de-
- eréase, retail prices of Tdod have-a tendéncy to go
up .md increased 56 per,.cent, fi per cent lwt\v(-en
1913 ‘and 1‘147'
" But what.is most charaeteristic, those uwtuully on
the dobi employed, praduced ‘muc h—mmc than cver lig-
‘fore-in' American history.

the output pcx w.)rkcf per
average has increased 34 per, cent. . That means that
66 workers in 1927 produced as much as 100 work-

ers did_in- lm In t!}e““l‘glg&wtggmg{m;mm;‘_,Ifubor Re-

The”. f'g-urv\; show that oyt of 100
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worge off,. In. the ‘main, however, the Américan .-
P hourgeoisie succesds o ‘antoad upon the m—-x

nf ‘the other. mmemhar. pm-crx and dcmrmu of
stablishing  finantially and otherwise its
over the world mtexmlth its_exploitation of. th.
letariat. 1t would appear ufreal to some, hl%.”,‘
fact is that the real wages of the Ameripan
| ATE_TOW. lower than 20 years, ago-and for gg
of “workers théy are considerably beflow. pm
Thc splgndor of - modem industry created"
¥o camouflage this fact to a wns:deroblo .mm.

Conigidering the world pro}eunat as o whdp 1‘.
- Ameriean workers hold ‘'a more J)ru'lleged )
{han before the war, because his standard of'
“dropped much less than thit of his European
Bt considering his precwar standard (not b
of the war period which was much higher) h"‘ﬁ £

by “intensification «f: exnloitation net by
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'fin.'\nm capitalism, imperialism.- Thu»fm\ f!gnres
here indicate some of the effects upon the \\nrkmg
L‘hh\. A really thoro study is necessary to develop
poh() It is essential that such a study take:into
‘consideration’ the effects of the present pengd of
Anierican. capitalism upon: agricultyre, petty- “bour-
geoisie; mlddl(- ‘class, ete. Thislis Jarticularly im-

. portant in the' U. S. A., for the development of the

united front e

wiew,” “expanqmn “of "output per person has been
particularly ‘lnrgc- during recent years, dmuuntmg

" to 10 per cent in.the two years from ]‘).., tu‘l'“: W
(June. issue,” 9‘7)

One 1x1mpl1‘ i8' characteristié of the
tional _situation now. prevailingi— The Bethlehem
Steel Co. muplgnyéd in 1923, 62,_2.5!) men.. In 1925 it
eniployed 2,152 less than in 1923, These 60,098 men
pwtiuT{d 10 per cent. more in 19"5 than the 62,250
did in 1923, (See editorial N. o l‘.vumng Post,
July 6, 1927.) ;

"The “‘Labor Review” (June, 19'..’7) ‘states th¥tthe
‘eauses for this increased output by less workers can
“be .aseribed to ‘increasing utklualldn of machinery
.and power; introduction ef various sorts of,labor
saving d("\l(‘(‘h and mcthodw ehmmuuon of . waste,”
[ 7

Anyo‘ne visiting thtsburgh (:ury or
kmows very well that “elimination of waste” and

- “labor saving devices and methods” mean. He
knows that in terms’of human endurance they mean
the <hqrtempg of the kabor life of the, wor¥er and
his pjpetion for |the| human scrap he p M ay (om-
parati cly early a ‘
" That the workars have been ob,)ecv.mg m lhm
u‘ten\mcntion zxplmta on is evident from the
number of strikes disturbing the peace of this gredt
* land,. in- spite of the anti-strike’ policy (¢lass col-|
laboration) of the trade union bureaucracy! In 1926
alone there were 1 3§; cases of strike disputes, thru-
~—out the country, ' New York heads the list with 216;
Pennsylvania had 162; Massachusetts 113; New Jer-
sey 817 lllinois~72 and Ohio 68. The rest are scat:
tered among the other states. 372 strikes centerced
about wages; 106 strikes aboul recognition of the
union; 106 strikes about gene ‘ral unsausfuc(ory con-,
- ditions; 166 strikes had their origin in the closed
agd open shop question and 63 -strikes were the re-
sult: of unsatisfactory hours

It is’evident that capitalism has entered upon liu
phase of ever greater oxplmtatmn of the native la-
bos element. - The cffect is a steddy decrease in e
plu\mcnt, a steady decrease in the total wages paid*
fdir a' steady increase in persenal etuut per work-
ver, The sum total of the pfesent situation iy that
fewer workers produce mores and miere and got-less
and fess, while the streets ave tramped by more and
more of the American unemployed army.

Lwnsamption  of - manufactured  goods s about
equil to what it was in 1923. This togethesr with .
exports which now substantially exceeed, the total
eéxports of Great Britain, war savings alj artificial
buying ‘by the extensive instalment buying schemes
is keeping domestie consumption’ of manufactured
goods at the 1928 level and helps to smooth over
the devastating effects ratiomalization wowld other-
wise have upon an unorgahized prolelariat. © The,

fabric ‘'of American capitalisma however, be-
more and more dependent on exports of

g(:ncral na-

”
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goods and capitalwhich accounts for the imperial. -

“ist aggressiveness of the U. 8. government gg_xlu
“present time,

, Ratiopalization of the modern’ kind i a h) -pro-
duct of imperialism. It is anly pessible:with highly
(lv\«-h\pod industrial methods nml m: uhmuv, trusts,

enormous

{

policy

“nhonﬂhzuw course not confined to the
U. 8. A: It is a word- wimeeiieensyy
sents the éfforts of the bourgepisie to umload the
war costs upon the proletariat and exploited classes
and to stabilize capitalism at the expense, particu-
~larly  of - the pm]otanat The exploitation' of the
E hrnpmn proletariat is therefore so rmich mord-ter-
rifie particularly amongst the vanquished. Wg can
‘therefore safely make the following general con-
clusion: The present imperialist era represents an
intensification - of exploitation of the
proletariat; peasantry and lower clasees. Taken as
a. whote it drives the standard of living below the
pre-war level in all countries.. The hourgeoisie ‘of
-the Central Powers in addition to its ‘cm'n national
war costs is foreed to submit to exploitation of the
allied bourgeois powers and in- auemplmz to unload
its enormous cost upon the workers it is foreed to
establish the sharpest class rule. The allied bour-

geoisie, Greal Britain and Ttaly not being able to

collect sufficient from the \anqulsﬁed Central Pow-
ery and hetng L,O[lfl‘onlt‘d with  the .necessity of
mlamtammz i

ts dmpenahﬁt position unloads upon .

the proletaria

¥ the- s tuL f living of the pdpulation of the
\4 cto'nou Lnd sl‘;\

the stronig tende
geoisie, alsg/ unable to collect in total and wanting
to unload- its own| wir €osts upon the proletariat and
nu'ming classes, 'ds well as” ‘ereatling & power suf-
fieient to tg,ku laqlvant ige of the wcakmoﬂ no::mun.

yas| below pra-war, tbdu creating!
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of thn ~1|un:lmd of living.

muul that even~im m-n(-d ita *umdards of )ivbg\.
the same can be <aid of the organized building trade.
workerss In steatégic indugivies like steel there has
lieensan nttempt fo,bribe the work er-by concessions,
To generally speak of bribery 'of Jarge sections of
Lho upper stry fum, ‘howevey, cammot e borne 'out by
facts, Therefore much larger sections of éven: the-
organized proletariat. whose stangdards ‘of living in
the form.of real ipcome in comparison 1o, pre-war
has decreased than ones-inereased and . we ap
~headed for much more iin that direction. =0
On the whole we must say  that the A
; worker reacted also'towards the lelt, to ad
-sure against his standard of living, the bjf
coal and railroad-strike movements, . the &
tion movement, the La Follette move
registered the discontent polmcnllv 0
vlasses in general, the big left win Sentnm( ;
the coal and garment industries, the 1035 strike }ip-
putes in 1926 in face of all the
1he nrrucml trade union leadershif

gnnm\d s‘h'fnzth, shows thut/theie has been -a decp-
- seatéd tendency towarvh thé left, particularly. since
LR war,-and., oot 4. the ..rizhl.w_ JFven historieally.
speaking the whole A. F. of L. has been reared on .
the hasis of continuall mwnslﬁed exploitation and
the displaeoment and/decline of the standard of liv-
ing.of even the skilled workers, who resisted -partly
suecessfully, thw the kind of organization Qhe A, F.
of L. in tho maip still is today -

sed output It has filled up the gaps
ike world war created in the world markets, but.it
has also ey drmously ‘weakened the buying power of -
the populgtion in the great capitalist countries, par-
luularly in' Europe. The stabilization thus created
is coming to a close. Capitalist world economy 'is
confrgnting - a crisis of great magnitude in which |
the /fovolutlonan proletariat backed up by Soviet
~Rugsia is liable to become the decisive factor, Capl-
talism has a double fromt, a xcrunble for ford@
“markets and Soviet Russia, 1
umorjgst the ‘¢
flanKed by the re
the' f‘vqtem suffi
tatian more ‘and
|as the speat]
italism,
t S«w:eu
'wal comes ‘ dle
lin-It. The ndxt world wee will misc 1mm likely b
-a class war thart anythmg eho. ;




