The New Open

F‘l-lmn'sh'ih.or:nhedvnq‘ :
against the Left Wing, lock-out of the plumbers -

in New York, the U. S.

Supreme Court decision in
the stone cutters’ case .

and woman labor being inducted

¥

petitor for the world markets, the industrial devel-

t of semi-colonial and colonial nations and its
effects upon the American  capitalist system
imperialist rivalries?

petty bourgeoisie, middle class, independent manu-

facturers, industrial capital, degree of trustification,
international mg ly, fi pital? Without a
correct we can have no

g~ Y

program, politically or rially, we see
clearly enough the present divisions amongst the
bourgeoisie, we cannot formulate an agricultural
S?nm, Wemjutmpinzinthodnk,on@.

‘ensive, merely defending ourselves against blows
that come our way. Surely, we can not play a lead-

ticles* to go beyond a few indications of what the
.problem is and where it leads to. Surely the best
minds of our movement and all our Tesources must
be used to go into this in a really thorogoing man-
ner.

Bo is pr dists and theoreticians have
been psychologizing the labor movement with the
contention that the American worker is enjoying
unexampled prosperity., The social democrats have
picked it up and the miracle of high wages, short
 hours, ete., under capitalism, “American Democracy
Brand,” is being dangled before the eyes of the
“humble and meek” all over the world. Commis-
sions, official and umofficial are coming to investi-

prop It inds one of Woodrow Wilson's
war propaganda that carried our Social-Democrats
off their feet. Al the theories of the labor move-
ment moving to the right, the abandonment of mil-
ftant slog the for abandoning class strug-
gle policies, working with the bureaucracy within
the orbit of class collaboration, all the class colla-
boration tendencies and theories can be excused on
that basis.

The commissions that come to investigate our _

proletarian prosperity in the U. S. A. never went
to the Massachusetts and Connecticut textile towns,
to the coal towns in the bituminous fields, down the
South and West with their new industries and cheap
labor, into the needle and shoe industrics in the East.
They never examined how many skilled mechanics
have. been replaced by cheaper semi-skilled and un-
skilled labdr and machinery. They never looked into
the earnings of our unorganized semi-skilled and
unskilled in the great industries. They never looked
into the fact that the surface prosperity of many

! families is there only because the chil-
_ dren, women and youngsters are now in the factory,
mill, store or mine, thus increasing the total income
of the family.

The number of skilled mechanics bribed by this
prosperity are most probably a minority even
amongst the surviving skilled not to
speak of the semi-skilled and the unskilled who ~
make up the huge army of the American proletariat
and who have been either the losers or profited

* This is the second and last article by this writer
on the subject, The first appeared in the New Mag-
azine on May 14.—Ed
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which tends to prohibit strikes,
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es that make up over 90% of the

By JOSEPH ZACK

‘militancy, particularly in the industries passing thru
a crisis—like mining and the needle trades—in order
to avoid headon collisions with the A. F. of 1.
£ s abandonment
American pro'etar-

!nt as any Au:em]?t to organize them will bring us

render to the A. F, of L. bureaucracy all along the
line and a probable degeneration of the Left Wing
movement, if not of our Party itself. Such an orien-
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food, amongst the unorganized in the miners,
needle trades and amongst the relatively organized
inside the A. F. of L. Which does not mean an
band t of ive activities particularly
among the railroad workers, nor building trades or
printers who are ‘relatively favorably affected

ing of the vast field among the unorganized and con-
centration of our main energies in that direction; and
by the continuation of our activities inside, particu-
larly in industries going thru a crisis, we can still
maintain our slogan of affiliation to the A. F. of L.,
but application on the basis of fighting unionism.
If the new unions are accepted on that basis, and
Mvgwuﬁolmyuthiuid-urywell.

ganized and struggle for better conditions and use
and defense of the strike weapon, Whether as a

will gradually develop outside the A. F. of L., will
largely depend abandonment of the expulsion policy

. by the A. F. of L. bureaucracy.

There are vast forces in the U. S. whose interests
are diametrically opposed to the i sts of imper-
ialist capital at this time. Among them are the
fi ti of the petty-bourgeoisie and
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might of corporate and imperiglist capital in
of government and the pri industries
has gone in business thru banks, insurance com-
ete. to profit financially by this very pros-
'or this very reason will keep on moving
even when the skilled mechanics in these
trades, as is particularly likely in the
ing indystry, will move. to thé Left. No serious
of the workers i8 to be expected
A. F. of L, leadership is concerned.
activity will, in the main, be to prevent us
leading the workers into effective counter-
employers.
and the Left Wing is at the cross-roads.
our chief orientation to operate within
F. of L., as it is today, we must move to the
and work within the orbit of class collabora-
ith democratization of the unions, elimina-
of corruption, amalgamation as the chiefl slo-
. "It means the gradual abandonment of real
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even part of the middle classes and independent
manufacturers. In proportion to the ex-
erted upon them, they will separate politically and
otherwise from the dominant imperialist group and
in opposition inside and outside the old political
parties and social and fraternal organizations. The
uncompromising attitude of the employers toward
labor, which will come sharp to the front in a new
open shop drive, will defeat the class-collaboration
policy of the A. F. of L. and. will break
loose the lower layers of the A. F. of L. bureaueracy
thus reconstituting to some extent the alliance be-
tween the progressives and the Left Wing. The
division even among the upper layers of the bureau-
cracy will be more pronounced and while we cannot
orientate ourselves on this possibility, we can take
advantage of this most probable development as it
occurs,

The workers in vast irMlustries unfavorably af-
fected by imperialism, these are the elements that
can be brought into united fronts politically and
otherwise on various issues arising out of the con-
flict against imperialist eapital, and large sections
of which will in large degtee co-operate against the
imperialist group in contrel of the U, S. government
and the A. F. of L. leadership allied with it as it was
even demonstrated in Passaic. g

These dissident groups among the bourgeoisie,
particularly the agricultural group need allies in the
industrial states in the East. They must extend
their influence politically, principally in the ranks
Labor in these states, and since they cannet do
leadership of the A. F. of L., they will
to do it thru




