Tara now focussed on the Needls -
|'Trades unions,.- These. unlons™of
|-*foreigners™!in tho past were looked,
upon:as a sqrt of intrusion on tho-
bona fide labor movement that had
to bo- tolerated for- the-—sake of -a
corrcet  offlelal  polioy. Thgse
“Jows", “Dagoes”, “Polacks”, elu.,
aré now the prized objeclive of tho

| entire reactionary officialdom of the

HE oyes. of the Iabor. movenisnt-|-0r8 g0t tho  40-Nour; Wk . an

large inorpase of wasﬂr{, Bplto ol
‘the encouragement the boases’ gol’
from the presidentiof: Lhé’A F.of L. |
; They “Investigate” o Victory
The workers, understood the game:
“and. Mr. Green could ol broak’ that|
striko,-though it- was a-long strike
due to his efforts. After Lhe sirike

was_won, the_Exécutive counull of
the A. F. _of L. staged an “i

:pro Pl
ng of*the
_mmm “The now nsreamnnuumde
the 40-hour .ok, wage jnc
of from 10°(0"20-per-venly’ and’ even.
_on the point of the‘employers’ vlghl. ;
to. ~conl . digoharge,” upon- -
which the union had to yield, it ob-
tained ‘imporlant safeguards - ani
_rostriotions such as a_minimum-o6f.—

“A—F.of-L.. How d!d this—vonme
about?

Tho _orgunized Left Wins, that
flexible, ~ well-organized lnvinoible
combination of active militants in-
side tho unions, pushed out the old
degenerated bureaucraoy, and.trans-
formed these organirzations into mil-
| itant organs ol stru minst the
employers =

tion” of il, with the purposc-of Te-
pewing the attack on the Furriers'
union-at an-opportune time, which
the counecil may. think. ftting at-any.
nmoment, /

We thought:that fromtheir. de-
!eat in- the ‘Fuyrriers’ union, the A.:
F. “of 'L, bureaucracy - and- their

“friends among the | the so-oalled “sotial-

*  One Year's Reaulls
Within one year after assump-
tion of confrol by-the Lefl Wing,-
tie 40-hour week was established in
collective -agreoments ‘nffecting over
60,000 workers, wage increnses wero
oblained of from 10 lo 26 per cent,
and the days of buying union offi-
cials, of graft and corruption were
gone, Instead of sleépy, slow, cor-
rupt unions, a new giant was walk-*|
ingthrough the factories, not afrald:
+|- to Aight and intent upon slrengthen-
ing all needle unlons by 1

“to bréak strikes in-the-needle t!'ndes..
But now.we see they did not. - 3
Wolves.in Shecp’s Clothing .
When the New York Cloakmak-
org’ strike- started, the right wing
leaders gave. themselves an- honest
appearance, although they said they
were: willing to settle without_the
40:-hour. week, with -but-u -slight in--
crease in wages, and to-concede {o

per ea‘nt of" thpir workers in_ order
to lncreuse the emonenoy of produc-

tion.

All the old gang of soft job hold-

ers in in the A. F, of L. were strick
dimb with horror.
- The -readersof LABOR -UNITY-
probably recall how -William-Gresn
and H. C. Frayne, the latter the New
York _representalive of .the- A, F:
of L., interfered in the strike of the
New York Furriers and attempted to
gettle-it over the heads of -the Fur-
riers' strike committee on terms
worss than the ones the bosses ‘were
readytngmnt.

Had they succeeded, they would
have “re-organized” the Furrlers’
union, and by this expelléed the Left
Wing: But they suffered a severe
and deoisive defeat; and the Furri-

Another result is that conditions
in the union flelds are, by co-opera-
tion .of reactionary_officials, allowed |
fo grow worse; the companies ar-
| rogantly defy.tho union, refuse to

{ as at the Hudson Coal Company.
-1 -propertes—in-the-anthracile—orre--
fusepay for “dead work:', demand -
higher loading of cars (with coal
that fallg; off and brings no money
to the miner), decline fo” keep the
dafety laws, and continually increase
the scope of coal culling and coa)
loading machines 8o as to lhrnw
en oul of work.. - .
| Even in solidly organized Illmms.
numerous. companies have closed
down for lohg periods, and then Te-
opened on the basis of no payment
“of back wages, ly partial pay-
ment, through som% stock selling
| sgheme; or fake . “
rangement. - -The Dbyeraux ming,
neae Springfield, i8 a typical case.
| It “Teopened recently, with a
month's back pay due the workers,
which it proposes to liquidate under
| & schemo which will také.it over
(hree vears lo accomplish.

— The Miners Must Fight

_ It ‘is this growing arrogance of
the mine owner, -the constant
crumbling of tho edges of the union-
ized Lerritory, Lhe constant relative
decrease in. production in unfon
fields, and the knowledge thatl next
Aprll a desperalé strike willl prob-
ably be initiated, with odds againat
the union, and tmnchorbu officials
lpading H. that makes the’ miner
wild. At last he- i3 beginning- to
-listen tothe progressives, who have
urged hint all along. w clean outthe
corruptionis# and orgapizexthe un= |

[-organized flelds. .The miners will -

.
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" which, it obtaingd, will surely shiow
thsl. the pwgreaslvek were olectéd.

allow organizers on their property, |

waraniee” ar- |

 demand a fair count of-their votes, |-

tion as’T d by 2 commis-
sion appointed by Governor Al
Smith at their requost. When this
propossl’ of theirs was rejected by
the general strike committee, they
—spoke-im;the-strike-halle-aggressive=-
ly for all demands.

Outwardly, the. appearance 'was
given as if the union was uniled
and had Lhe support of the A, F.
of L. Even, the Left Wing was to
some exteni fooled by this-policy.
The reaotionaries were _given con-
trol-of several strategiccommiltees
and they:wera well represented in
all other commitlees,

Secret Botrayal -

Boon, however, jL was apparenl
that they were working secretly
with the bosses. The employers
knew what wns going on in the
¢losed cireles of the nnion. They

They knew the secrelt minimum-
terms on which the union commitiee
was ready lo sollle. Any secrel or
| _unoflicial approval of imporiant

socnaliun

" The Law Commitlee and the Out-
or-Town Commitlee in conirol- of
the righl-wingers,-lipped off the
scab shops ahead of visits of the.
Picket Committee. At tho investiga-
_Llion _of Inlernalional B-

- tho-bosges_the right to discharge. 107

| knew the amount of money on hand. |

- Neme-{o—aettlement, -wasimmedi~_
alely divulged to the Employers' as- -

poke' - Wages-por—yeur-and- 10—
-discharge fon.union activilyyeto.. -
The' right wing and_the _capitalial

press allied with 1t, howled that this
was - 8—defeat;—but—the-workers -~
understéod the game and knew that™
under the. elmumufnncea it. was a.
viclory.— pree -
“The workers approved. the goltlo- -
ment almost unanimously, . Thiu BOL.
ghi-—win,
known ihat Matthew Woll,- Thomas ';
~McMahon,”Morris Sigman nnd John
L, stis, had -a_meeoling al whieh’
it wag decided to ‘brcak up the
whole thing, There wera 8,000
workers for -conlractors Blill on
strike. Sigman, the International *
Pregident, got the Contractors’ asso- -
‘cintion to threater_a. lockout if the
_uniofi did not submit:to-their ylli-
malum. The union did nol submit.
The Jockoul was smashed, and- tha
contractors did the nuhmlulns
Qlwuplllm Becones Open
-Sigman now_played his gce. ,~Hg |
. suspended the strike commiltes” Ho
-suspended the ‘Joint Board and the
executives of the!left wing locals
ing —the majorily of
membership of the -Internalional.’
He-did-{his without-charges-with=
" out-trials, and appointed n mnew
strike committee pledged in advance -
Lo arbitration, appointed new execu-
Ltive bo, t&rﬁh&, and nppumf.ud himsalt
as sir leader, -
All-this-was doie 6n" them
that the strike was illegak-&lthough -
he himself ‘and his vice-president

~| were membérs of the leading.sirike .

commiltees,—although tho- General
Executive Board. controlled by him
had approved of the slrike, and the
A. T, of L. convenlion, itself, had
ondoraed the strike. -~
+ A Foscist Program
—S8igmon—eounls—-on Lthe workers'
sabmission because they have been
starved for five months of strike.
He counts on Lhe 300 gangsters he
has mobilized from Lhe uriderworld. -
Ho COUMs -oW LISIF protection by —
the policé in gang violence againat
the Left Wing, Ho counls on Lhe
backing of the whole Lrade union
_burcaueracy. He counts upon tha
government, federal and state, Lo
imprison and deport lefl wingers.
Ha cnunls upon supporl of the

man, the governor of tho slate of
New York was gollen to try to com-
pel the union to submit lo com-
pulsory arbiteation. The right wing
managers encouraged Lheir mem-
bers to scab and right wing unions
_were_Lipped off not to support the
~Reliel Commitlea,
Masses Break Injunction
When ‘the upion did not submil
lo the compulsory arbitration pro-,
_posed through the gavernor, one ot
the most exlensive and drastic in-
junctions in the history of Lthe in-
_dustry suddenly appeared Lo protect
scabs, ns a result of which thou-
sandg of pickets weore arrested and
hailed inlo courl. For the.; on
decided rightly (hat the injun
should be defled..
. Several times Lhn ompluycra were
ready to settle, but_cach lime the
right wing officials prevented ths
selllement.by telling the employers
through thetr secret connections not

bosses by helping them have work
done fn, union sjiops oulmde ol New

~Yorle.~

—

Victory Despite All
- Despitd all this, the ynion tinder
lefL wins leMorshlp torccd the em-

lo—sellle: —Tlloy—ﬂucoinmnd'ltud—th'r-—

Swlio-like-him-—
self, raise l.ho fnlsu issue of “Com-
munism” and “reds" againsl any
militant injonjsm.

By these measures, and by his
turning from the workers lo cail
upon ‘the communily al large” lo
-erusly—clnss—struggle, Sigman hna. «
shown himsell blaod-brothe
leaderseof fascism.

The Membership 8

The conforencoe Sigmin_ called of
the self-styled “Commii
Preservation of the Trad¥ Unions' is.
but o mask for disruption and splil-
-ting, of the unions’which the work-
ors will nol permit him to rule and .
betray..” Moreover, 'fSlgmun and -
olher right wing needto ynion-lead-
_cers, intend Lo prevent ‘amalgamation,”
(liese unions® first necessily. 1

That thie workers will. not permit
Gilher didtiiption or belrayal was_
shown on December 18, when 18, 000
of . the membership puurcd into
“Madison Square Garden,unanimeus< ;-
' ly—adoplod-g—pesolution-gondemming—
Siginan and :his sttike-breaking, de-
manded—he: <resign, “declared --they-.
" would- nul.—hu%errorizerbm would ~
support, —theie_Jegally - eleeled. Jdeft”
wing officiala~and would -eliminate
fascigt-aloménts and repol hli ntl,'ﬁbka 5

:qniuwi nlon.






