-~ By JOSEPH mcl(

ABOU'IZ three waekg ago Mnlth

A Woll, the leader - of. Lhe Civ ic
+=Federgtion, (an. outfit of big open
'shoppers) and First Vice-President
of the A. F. of L., in charge of the
anti left wmg crusade centering at
present in the meedle- frades, sent
“out a-letter iif the name of-the A. F.
—of Li—to—3llaffliated local unions
demanding that they furnish piokets
o protect the seabs agpifst the
mabs picket, lipes of the striking
“farrierswho-have-beer outlawed by
the A, F. of-L. bureaucracy. -The
communication was the sensation.of
Wum yearin:-the -New. Yox'k Jaﬁbr

ovement;——————

It -meant that \mion men .were tn

s{ Neht -union men inthe opon-streets,
- | Tha furriers and their frignds were
t.! preparing for the event: Everyone
! askcd hlmself the questton, is it

used - ﬂqpmsl their- best imerests by’

~Lh ol ‘of —the

brating within' the ]abor move-

ment in the fiftferests of Wall

Street? .
Proposed ll'ratrfnldal War

. Mati.he_Jﬂ»L idea was to smash
the. masa picket lin Fi6rs |
with a mass picket line of conser-
vative union men-that he thus in-
lended to-mobilize.. And sinoce he
&nLIhé _police. of his side, his

ickét line. assisted by the polick:

and gangsters would be able

smash-the fighting furriers right,

~the—strests—in- —apprave
style “and - those that would-rusxst

-would “bearrested—on—charges
feloniqus assault and sent-fo-jail.:

-loadery of ‘tho -bosses had. a-

|

memng praviuus to. that, and de-
g oy

.

olini

clded that some of the leaders must
~be done-away. with:-- The-stage was—
‘atl set for-the head-smashing, bone -
¢lul —and _-stubhing -

- party which Matthew Woll was pre-
paring ‘against the strikihg fur-
riers. This strike breaking expedi- .
..tion, with- a upion label was.to be-

something unparalleled in: the }ns-
0!
“oapitalist | préss. was-featuring it blS’
Here was a chance: for, the bosses;
big and.&ndall, {0 watch how union

‘men_ will slaughter each other in

open daylight at the bsl Eest of the—

-hesses’ agent, Ml - Waoll. Sure- |
WOo! ad to pay.

#L,Mfmm @
grand“sfand,

-of-{=——The leaves_of absence and wegk:"

end permqu of the polica were.can--
_celed. They ‘were-drilling - for-:fhe—

(L'ontimlc a paaa 9)
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Matthew ngl in the Role of Stool Plgebn

“are ﬂghtmg a “losk-out, and. 10000 T

?Z}’mtmmd ‘from_page 4)-

.had'his Jhguln'ﬁem ‘out open. Gross
 life and death

‘was

o) res Woll—

~ . New York~ [:Ib‘orr
- The furriers and their friends

were not asleep. 'They uppew
the feeling that every union™m
has against }wrovooution and sl\le
- pigeoning of the ‘Matthew = Woll|
:style..No union _man. likes to- see
= ‘hlmsalf ‘as-an assistant-to-the pollec
“fighting with ‘these uniformed 'stug-~.
gers againgt-union men striking to
upholdmzhelr hard won conditions.
{¢ime. The fur distriot was
* clustered up. with police: The mur~
\/derous looking ganster forces of the
I | RTRs 2
“ing back and forth, mounted police
__cluttered down the stteets and

molor-cyole polite-paraded with-ma=—|

~—chine guns in readiness. . The stage |
- was-all-set-for_a-repetition;of -Pas-

——alone.— Bviden

salo police terrorism. But this
time the attack against the stﬂk-

~—In-the police statlons those -that
! dared to offer resistange to any of
the brutalities would. be given "y
térrible beating. Some had ‘1o be’
“gent to hospitals as a rfsulf. of these
] @;* Lings.” “The— brutality - towards
women pickets Treminds one of the=|
anti-German:stories during the war,
The foyh language and treatment
used towards these working girls on
“the pioket line. particularly by the
police gangsters).can not he put. in”
print. Day. in and day ouf masy
- picketing, mass—arrests; —jail sent-—|
ences, fines, brutalities under tho
‘direcl.mmof_l.h&A_F _of
teo backed up by the Civie Fedeia-
.tion, the_bosses in the néedle fndus=
try, the "police dépurtment ]ud&es
eto.

Central-Ty and—Labor

1 o 11

» gommit-| Mot

plumbers locked out right in New
ﬂiorh%mtheJnnU:LyEﬁL“}ﬂ

-|-following-stat

thor, the weekly oruan 9[ the
‘railroad * unfons; P“mg!"é’ tl

was-a-veritable-reign-of-inj

against labor in the New York dfs-
" triot, ‘prohibiting. strikes; picketing
and organizing.—The-bakers,-paint-..
ers, plumbers, paper box workers;
oto,—all-had. Jhair_shura of- police:

“oppression—gnd 1ud{oinl~tyrnw :

"And here was Matthew Woll openly
working en the side of all-the ene-
miés-of labor. It was more than

_eyen the most conservative workers | |

could tolerate; - This indignation of
the rank and ‘flle is now forolnsf

-

dent-of ~the. Order_of ~Rallwa;
Condnctors; ¥ B, smsmmrd: ; .

_“It ig° impossible " for me  to |
comprehend how two men  of.
supposedly sound minds, mean<
hg-the-two-‘neutral-arbitrators
could father such-‘aw:award ' as
they hnve handed down. for the

in tl\e
Western usrrlwry
“Were I'to express any furt

even-a-part-of the-labor-officiald
to come out agnmst Mutﬂmw Woll's

bout- two~-Weeks Yoy
hentedgatt{mk .on._ Woll broke. lnoae

;lnn -of -railroad.. emplnymon' con-=

opinion in this matter it-would
-not-look-well in print, = -

“The . decision convinces me
“that ‘arbitrators’ 'whe

~in“the New York Central Trades-and-
Lahor Council, President. Ryan him-
self, in:his othas woll as in_the

There was an ominous,ntmosphere
of expectancy. ~Will-the A. F. of L

workers obey the Judag order of

Matthew Woll? * If thoy -do, the
enemies of the labor movement had
made ,all the military prepapations
for the' purpose of-doing the_job.
BUT THE.A. F. of L. PICKETS
DID-NOT APPEAR! Evidently the
A. F. of L. members in the most con-
servative local unions understood—
they would not Tet themeslves he
used against.the fur workers hy the
_.Judas, Matthew Woll,
The police had to ‘do the’ j&) all |
tly—Ma

McGrady, and Frayne had misgnv-
ings that no rank and file workers
-~ —will-respond-to-their-strike-break-
ing order. The police therefore had
instructions how' to act in such an
event.. They rode into the pickets,
swinging their clubs; they herded

Repudiatgs Woll

The indignation of the rank and-
file against Matthew Woll-.must
have .been running high indeed by .|
this time even in-the-most corisery-
ative locals, Here was' Matthew
“Woll, A. F. of L. leader, openly
hmggmg about his police and stool
pigeon methods for weeks, dragging
the repulation of the labor move-
ment down in the gutter, working
hand in hand with the police, courts,
the capitalist press and all the ene-

| Workors ,”'“'(]ilng :

break:

New
York, State Federnuon of Labor,-de--|-

nounced Matthew Woll's methods
and called upon the local unions not
to 'support. Woll. . Within a-few

-{~days-after. this_came similar_action |

by the California. State Federation |
-and- by-—the _ Philadelphia central
body. - Matthew. Woll's scandalous
conduct as a labor leader has at-
tracted nation-wide attention and
produced nation-wide resentment,
This sentiment must be utilized
hy the progressives and left wingers

—mies of labor, wmle 200,000 miners

to-defeat Matthew Wo 'H'B’Ea’rﬂﬁlﬁ&

wage dlsmnles to- arbltmucm ln
“the first instance,
omphﬂl.lonlly of that mind now.”

“against the “Tott wlng‘—tl'ndarrhe*‘
_direction of Woll;-the struggle of -
" the reactionaries against the leﬂﬁ*
wing has b outright e
and stool-pigeoning, and is endan-. ..
gering the right of all ‘worrkers to
strike and picket.. “Wollism". must

be driven out of the, labor move.. ...

“ment.”

T

the workers en masse into the Black |-

Marias (patre}-wagons). Mass. ar-

. rests, 300 at a time.

—————Mass-Arros!

Picketing

So this was the scheme. Suppres-

sion of mass picketing by mass ar-
rests and terrorization of the pick--
ets by brutalities. Day by day hun-
dreds of arrests, not.on the. charge
of picketing, but on the charge of
obstructing traffic,” congesing the

ks, et the potice—would
permit only twelve pickets to o
block. Thugs wonld rush up in tax-
-icabs, and under the very noses of
lice_would atiack the striker:

with knives or iron bars and then

rash’ back to their cabs. It was in |

one of these attacks-that-Aaron
Gross, one of the ablest leaders of

the fun-iers -was blackjacked and

Arrgsted Fui? P?cket_é, ,7

svnlenac(l to jail

. Over a, thousand fur wmkcls wore arrested and hundx eds
thanks’ to the “éfforts”of Muu.hew Woll.




