Karl Liebknecht-Leader of the Youth

By Herbert Zam

“In the Russian embassy in Berlin,” writes Nikolai
Buchkarin, “we celebrated the release of Karl Liebknecht
from prison. Many people were there—the society was
rather mixed. . . . All spoke but no one made such a
deep impression upon me as a young worker a young
man with one arm and a thin face with yellow cheeks.
He spoke with such a firm belief in our victory that
every revolutionist present felt that such a generation
must be victorious. Karl himself felt this also. . . .
Most of what Liebknecht said was addressed to him,
for there existed a close connection that bound them
together. LIEBKNECHT WAS ALWAYS SURROUNDED
BY THE YOUTH; it was these ‘children’ who above all
took part in the street battles and demonstrations.

“Some days later the young comrade was injured
in a street fight—a police sword had hit his arm stump.

“Mehring no longer lives and Liebknecht is dead;
even Haase has been buried by the hangmen of Scheide-
mann. | do not know whether the young comrade with
the one arm still lives., But this | know—the German
working class youth still lives, the revolutionary spirit
with which Liebknecht was baptised still lives.”

Liebknecht—Leader of The Youth.

“Liebknecht was always surrounded by the youth!” It
was this intimate relation with the revolutionary youth that
was the keynote of the whole career of Karl Liebknecht;

it was this bond that determined his relations to the pro-
letarian movement and to the social democratic party. It
was this consuming interest dominating his wheole life that
made Karl Liebknecht at the age of 49 (he was of the
same age as Lenin.) still one of the “young” and a leader
of the Yyouth.

The Significance of the Attitude Towards the Proletarian
Youth.

Zinoviev has well pointed out that one’s attitude to and
conception of the youth movement can serve as an excellent
criterion for one’s relation to the proletarian movement as
a whole and position in regard to its various tendencies.
It is only the true revolutionary, the Bolshevik in the real
sense of the word, the proletarian leader who seriously
addresses himself to the problem of the proletarian revolu-
tion, who can deeply appreciate the full significance of the
movement of the working youth and who can assume a
proper attitude towards it.

Towards ‘the beginning of the century the deep-going
opportunism that was to turm the whole social democracy
into a “whited sepulchre” was already becoming more and
more evident. The trade union and socialist leaders were
loging contact with the magses, were getting out of touch
with their daily struggles, were responding to the triumphant
march of imperialism with more and more reformist and
compromising tactics, and were slowly becoming transform-
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ed into conscious or unconscious agenis of the capitalists.
To the official labor movement of Germany the proletarian
revolution was losing its clearness; it was becoming more
and more a2 matter for absiract propaganda and was Te-
garded very uneasily from the point of view of practical
possibility.

The Reformists and the Youth.

To sueh people the youth movement did not present
itself in a very welcome form. The youthiul proletariat has
no “aristocracy” in whom opporiunism and reformism can
find a basis; the youthful proletariat is largely unorganized,
suffers from long hours, most miserable conditions, and in-
tolerable treatment; the youthful proletariat is subjected
to forced military service and bears the brunt of militarism.
Psychologically also the young workers are the bearers of
a living revolutionary spirit, a spirit of unrest and dissatis-
faction, a spirit of revolution. In the ranks of the workers,
therefore, the youth form the most proletarian, the  most
revolutionary section of the toiling masses.

To the comfortable, well-fed, and self-satisfied burean-
crats the movement of the revolutionary youth was a con-
stant and serious menace. ¥ was as a breath of fresh air
rudely disturbing the stale atmosphere of officialdom, It
brought the specire of the proletarian revolution vividly
before the frightened eyes of the well-established trade
‘union and party leaders. These gentlemen, therefors, guite
systematically paid no attention to the plight of the young
workers and regarded every move in the direction of ap-
proaching the youth as “dangerous” to a degree., The very
thought of organizing the young workers on 2 real militant
basis was anathema to them and the most they could see in
the youth was a loose non-political, social, and cultural or-
ganization. “The youth must mot interfere in politics” sol-
emnly maintained the reformists who were mortally afraid
that the proletarian spirit and the revolutionary impetuousity
of the working youth would cause them no end of “trouble.”
Nowhere was the opportunism of the social democratic and
trade union bureaucrats more marked than in their attitude

towards the nature and functions of ¢he socialist youth move-

ment. ,
Liebknecht Fights for the Youth.

‘It was Karl Liebknecht who from the very first took
upon himself the not very grateful fask oi championing the
cause of the young workers within party circles and with-
out. In committees and conferences of the isocial democratic
party and of the trade unions, everywhere he could Dpos-
sibly get a hearing, Liebknecht was perpetually putting for-
ward the case of the toiling youth and demanding aid for
their organization. It may well be tmagined what uphill
work it was to convinece the bureaucrats of the necessity
for a youth movement. Finally, however, the beginnings
were made with the formal and grudging consent of the
Party officialdom but, as Liebknecht himself complained,
aga;ins‘t their active and systematic sabotage. At any rate,
the beginning was made and the Young Socialist League
was formed. To this league and to its counterparts in the
" other countries of Europe Liebknecht dedicated his best
‘ef't'vorb-‘s and his most brilliant work.

Liebknecht . and -the Anti-Militarist Struggle.
"1t was to a section of the Young Socialist League that
Karl Liebknecht, in 1906, delivered his course of lectures

€

of capitalist militarism.

THE WORKERS MONTHLY

KARL LIEBKNECHT.

on Militarism and Anti-Militarism. The problem ‘of militar-
ism is predominantly a problem of the workipg youth, for
the young workers and peasants form the vast bulk of the

conscript armies of the bourgeoisie and bear the full bruni »’
It is-a sign of the real proletarian 3

spirit of Liebknecht that he, above all others, immediately
saw the truly revolutionary implcations of the struggle
against militarism and called upon the whole working class
to give its fnll aid to the proletarian and peasant youth
in their campaign against it. Liebknecht was the prophet
not only of the revolutionary youth but also of the revolution-
ary struggle against capitalist militarism ‘that now consti-
tutes one of the primary forms of activity of the Young
Communist International.

“Militarism,” wrote Liebknecht, *is not only a means
of defense against the external enemy; it has a second
task, which comes more and more to the fore as class
contradictions become more marked and the class con-
sciousness of the proletariat continues to grow. . . -
Thus the task of militarism is to uphold the prevailing
order of society, to prop up capitalism and all reaction
against the struggle of the working class for freedom.
Militarism manifests itself here as a mere tool in the
class struggle, as a tool in the hands of the ruling class.
it has the effect of retarding the class consciousness of
the proletariat in co-operation with the police and the
courts, the school, and the church.”

#Anti-militarist propaganda must cover the entire

- country like a net,” wrote Liebknecht addressing his
words to the whole proletariat but particularly to the
revolutionary young workers. *“The proletarian youth
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must be systematically imbued with class consciousness
and with a hatred for militarism. Agitation of this kind
would strike a response in the warm hearts and the
youthful enthusiasm of the young proletarians. The pro-
letarian youth belongs to the social democracy. & must
and will be won over if every one does his duty. He who
has the youth has the army!”

These lectures, immediately published in book form,
caused a sensation thruout Germany and shocked the bour-
geois authorities hardly more than it did the respectable
social democratic leaders. It may well be imagined how the
Prussian military state reacted to this fundamentally
revolutionary attack of Liebknecht. “Guilty. of a
treasonable undertaking., . . condemned to eighteen
months’ imprisonment in a fortress. . . , all copies of the
book and all plates and forms are to be destroyed. . . .”
This was the verdict after a sensational trial with which it
is said the kaiser himself was kept in touch thrun a private
wire,

Liebknecht in Parliament.

Lenin has more than once held np the work of Lieb-
knecht as a model of revolutionary parliamentarism, as an
example of the revolutionary wse of parliament as an arena
of struggle. In truth, Liebknechti deserved this praise. But
it was not only during the war that the revolutionary cour-
age and foresight of the great leader were evident. From
the time he was elected to the Prussian Diet, Karl car-
ried the class struggle of the proletariat and of the prole-
tarian youth into that body and used it as a tribune from
which to address the millions of workers and peasants of
Prussia. Again the. problems of the youth were foremost
in his mind. Militarism and the siruggle against it stood
in the front rank. But the question of education also pre-
occupied him and it was on this issue that he sncceeded so
well in exposing the hypocritical class nature of the whole
cultural apparatus of bourgois society.

“We cannot separate,” Karl spoke to the young
workers and peasants of Germany from lis place in the
Diet, “the educational from the social systems. . . .
‘Education under capitalism is not an aim in itself, . . .
The higher schools serve as institutions for preparing
higher state officials while the elementary schools are
used today to consolidate the position of the ruling class-
es, to capture the souls of the young proletariat for the
ruling classes, for militarism. . . . You are trying
to give the impression that you are throwing open the
road of education to the people but that is only because
you require educated soldiers.”

It is clear that Xarl Liebknecht himself consciously
dedicated his whole life to the cause of the enlightenment,
organization, and mobilization of the toiling youth against
capifalism. It is for this reason that the revolutionary young
workers of the world over now hails the martyred hero as
the leader of the revolutionary youth.

The War Breaks Out—The Collapse of Social Democracy.

But it took the war to provide a fitting background to
bring out the true greatness of the man. We all know what
happened before and as tlie war broke out. The grand
moguls of social democracy had solemnly met year in and
year out before 1914 and passed one resolution after the
other declaring that under no circumstances would the pro.
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letariat permit the occurrence of the great world war every-
one knew was coming. It was only a few profound Marxists
like Lenin who could see that these brave words covered a
rotting corpse and that the whole imposing structure of
social democracy was but housing a stinking carcass. It
took the outbreak of the war to convince the honest workers
of this. The rottenest reformism, the most shameless social
patniotism immediately took control of the workers’ organiza-
tions and began with the greatest enthusiasm the task of
turning over the working class body and soul to the gen-
eral staff. Those who had been londest in proclaiming their
international solidarity, now without any hesitation flocked
to the support of their respective bourgeoisies. The whole
social democratic Party and the social democratic trade
unions became transformed into departmenis of the Ger-
man war machine. And not only in Germany, in Belgium, in
France, in England, everywhere, “class peace” (Burgfrieden)
was declared. Each to the defense of his own fatherland—-
as Kantsky sagely proclaimed.

Liebknecht Fights the Imperialist War.

In all this madhouse one clear voice could be heard—
the voice of Karl Liebknecht. This man who had been
dubbed “eccentric” and “stormy petrel” because of his mili-
tant championing of the role of the youth and of the struggle
against militanism, now became more ‘“eccentric” and more
“stormy” than ever. He spoke against the war—he voted
against the war—he fought it. That at first he was alone did
not daunt him. Soon he succeeded in gathering around him-
self a few other comrades who had remained faithful to the
cause of the struggle against the bourgeoisie and for the
emancipation of labor—Luxemburg, Mehring, Jogisches, Zet-
kin, and together with them organized an extreme left wing
within the social democratic party devoted to the revolution-

ary struggle of the proletariat, against the war and for free-
dom.,

“Forward Against Capitalism, Against the Government!”

Of course, the German general staff was quick to re-
taliate. To imprison Liebknecht or to murder him openly
was out of the guestion—for so beloved was Karl by the
workers that the German state simply did not dare to make
any open move against him. So, early in the war, e was
conscripted into the army. But here too, he continued hLis
propaganda. On May 1, 1916, while he was in Berlin on
leave he became the center of a tremendous May Day Anti-
War demonstration in the great public square before the
kaiser’s palace. In full uniform the heroic Karl flung these
stirring words to the huge masses mad with enthusiasm:

“Let thousands of voices shout:
shameless extermination of nations! Down with those
responsible for these crimes! Our enemies are not the
English, French, or Russian workers but the great Ger-
man landed proprietors, the German capitalists, and their
executive committee, the government.

“Forward. Let us fight the government. Let us
fight these mortal enemies of all freedom. Let us fight
for everything which means the triumph of the work-
ing classes, the future of humanity and civilization]”

‘Down with the

The German Masses in Motion.

Of course, Kvar_l was _:ilmmedi'a.beay arrested. But the
German masses were already moving., Sirike after strike
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~ democrats became evident.

116

broke buit—cdnltﬁﬁua;lljr growing and expanding fo ever wider

proportions. It was this movement of revolt that two years
later unseated the kaiser and the landownenrs and placed
the power for a brief perfod of time into the hands of the
false representatives of the proletariat. -

The Social Democrats Incite Against Liebknecht.

The hatred and fear of the German state for Karl Lieb-
knecht was heantily shared by the shameless betirayens of
the German workens—the socialist and irade union officials
who now became the most open agents of the military ma-
chine. The whole party apparatus was mobilized against
him and his comrades. The worst passions of the lowest
gtrata of the German workers were incited against them.
They were publicly baited as “mad dogs” and “scum of
the earth.” The social patriotic jingoes who were licking
the boots of von Hindenberg were frothing at the mouth
in their wild hatred of the heroic Liebknecht. These were
the same men—these bureaucrats and “leaders”—who had a
few years before shaken their heads and spoken pityingly of
the “madcap” Karl who actually wanted to. organize the
“reckless” and “jimpetuous” youth for the siruggle agains!?
capitalism.. History jindeed has a knack of placing fitting
conclusions to its tales.

October, 1917,

In 1917, the werld proletariat broke through the chain of
capitalism- at" its weakest point—on the Russian seetor—
and in the fall of that year the Russian proletariat and
poor peasantry took power. The world proletarian revolution
was begun! October, 1917, resounded through the world!

The German
Democrats. .

In Germany the collapse came towards the end of 1918.
The kaiser fled the land. The workens everywhere threw off
their yoke. Liebknechi was released and again became the
idol of the masses. IHe immediately saw that the social
democrats were actively engaged in robbing the workers of
the fruits of their struggles, in liguidating the revolution
and in ‘turning the staté power over io the bourgeoisie who
were. too weak to seize it themselves. With wall the fervor

of their profoundly revolutionary spirit Liebkmecht and his

comrades threw themselves into the work of showing the
German working class the road io emancipation that had
already been trodden by the Russian proletariat under the

" guidance of the Bolsheviki and of organizing them for the

struggle. It was at-this point that the full baseness and
murderous lust of the “humanitarian” and “civilized” social
It was nmow that they showed
themselves to be as bitter enemies of the cause of the
proletariat as ever their masters, the capitalists themselves.
S _Liebkneght is Murdered! . ) .
It. would require too much space here to recount the

_ already well-known tale of Spartacus—of the organization of

the Sﬁértakuébund and of the uprisings and struggles it led.

"In these Liebknecht’s “children,” the working youth, played

the leading part for was . the youth ever absent when there
was rgvblutionary work to be done and.revolutionary strug-
gles to be fought! Wi know too well of the bloody provo-
cations of the Scheidemann-Ebert Vonwaerts against the
leaders of the struggling proletariat, of the ' blood-hound
Noske, of the blood bath into which thess “peaceful” gentle-
men ‘plunged Berlin and Germany. They did their duty—to
the capitalist masters. But the working class will remember

<

Revolution and the Treason of the - Social - i oo
. these people who served- the 4cap1-t=ghs-ts in the ranks of the
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working class! . )
Liebknecht Lives in the Revolutionary Youth. ] %
Liebknecht and Luxemburg are dead—murdered by the 4
social democrats for their service to the revolution.- But the
banner t#hey bore has not fallen. The Red Flag of the pro-
letarian revolution is still aloft—waving defiantly in the face
of the imperialists. And rallying around the banner of the
embattled toilers, in the front line of the siruggle for the
emancipation of labor and of humanity, are.the gpirited ranks
of the proletarian youth—the youth for whom Liebknecht
fought, whom Liebknecht inspired, whom Liebknechi taught,
whom Liebknecht organized, whom Liebknecht led, for whom
Liebknecht died! :"
The spirit of Liebknecht lives in the
youth—in the Young Communist Internationall
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N the depths of a sultry sewer, .
Where muck runs yellow and sweat runs hot,
The backs of shovelmen
Swing in montonous toil.

o,

revolutionary

el e,

Up, down ... Up, down ...

Ten hours a day

Heaving yellow muck

Out of a sewer. . .

Lounging in the shade of the foreman’s shanty,
A dozen shovelmen with clean overalls '
Are waiting. . .

—Jim Waters.





