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Thowe of us to whom the word Com-
munist simcply means membership fa
the Party or belief in the principles
of Commanism must Jearn frem Com-
rade Ruthenberg the true memning of
that word, For Comrade Ruthemberg
symbolized in his person precisely
those qualities which every - intell-
gent Communist . alizes are the most
essential for one who would pluuge
himself to the working ciass move-
ment, Many strive but few attain
that stage where we have no exist-
ence
Communist movement, separite from
the struggle of the working class.
Like all great working class leaders,
Comrade Ruthenberg had reached
that stage. We cannot all become
like Comradé Ruthenberg, but the
least we can do is attempt to model

-our lives on his, to follow In his foot-

ateps,

Comrade Ruthenberg fitted perfec:-
ly the Leninist conception of & Con;
munist leader. He was at the same
time a theoretician, the man who gave
the Party its poMcies, and a man of
action, who personaily led the Party
and the working class in all its strug-
gles. From the day that it wes or
ganized, Comrade Ruthenberg was
the acknowledged leade rof the Com-
munist Party. This leadership was
recognized not only by the Central
Committee, not only by the lead-
ing cadre of the Party, but by
the wide masses of the Party mem-
bership; by those whe agreed with
him as well as by those who dis-
agreed. I remember very vividly, on
the ocassion of the dsicussion in the
Farty over the LaFollette alliance,
the District Convention of the Party
iIn New York. Comrade Ruthenberg
presented the position of the Cen-
tral Executive Committee. After his
summing up, the position of the C.
E. C. was adopted. But the thing 1
remember most vividly was the re-
mark of one of the delegates, & for-
mer leftist who had voted against
Ruthenberz's policy. “After Ruthen-
berg made his lant apeech,” heo aald,
“it was very dificult for me to voie
against the C. E. C. and [ had to
think the matter over for a long time.
Ruthenberg is a real leader.” This
is typical of the way many comrades
felt toward Ruthenberg.  His leader-
ship permeated Into all sectiona of
our Party.

Comrade Ruthenberx was a man of
unwavering princij'e. In the Rocial-
Int  Party before the ‘Communist
movement was founded, he waa al-
ways the firnt to defep? the prin-

ciples of revolz! ovary .uocialiem, of 'H

Marxiam and aght against all efforts
to water them down, a“u naity are
the clashes he had with Berger. HIl-
quit and other right wiag and liberal
leaders on thls issue. When he saw
that the Boclalist Party had reached
& point where it was no longer pox-
sible to remain within it. he was the

MINERQ

separate and apart from t.!:ei

first to issue a ~all for the organiza-
tion of a new party. Within the Com-
nunist Party he fought energetically
\gairat all deviations from the cor-
rect Communist linc—against the
iocial-democratic tendencies of Lore
snd against the leftists who attempted
0 keep the party a small sect, He
‘ought against the effort to prevent
he Party from establishing contact
#ith the masses by drnpping the
Labor Party movement and hq fought
gainst all tendencies to dissolve the
arty within the Labor Party. He
1ever permitted himself to be-carried
away by the momentary enthusiasm
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tion against tho war. He mot only
organized their struggles, bul he par-
ticipated” in them personaHy, and
many a worker still remembers some
strike which was won .because of
Ruthenberg’s inspiring presence In
their midst. ard 80 in the great
demonstration in Cleveland, dn May,
1917, Comrade Ruthenberg was the
personal leader of. the tens of thor
sands of workers who came to put an
end to the imperialist war, and he
did not flinch even in the face of =
line of armed police and miitia, Ar-

rested and brought to trial because
of his anti-war activities, Comrade

A group of Michigan defendants.

of the masses, nor did he become
pessimistic at a time of low ebb of
the workers’ movement. His faith in
(the principles of Marx and Lerin was
80 great that he never wavered
from his path.
[ ] *
But Comrade Ruthenberg was a
man of the massen as well. Comrades
who knew him in Clevelrnd in the
daye before the war, and durlng the
war tell us that he was the idol
of the masser. To them, Ruthenberg

! Some wreatha sent expressing
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was the symbol and tha
‘all the struggles of the

to the bhiggest poltical demonstra-

Ruthenbherg, in sharp contrast to oth-
er Socialists, notably Victor Berger.
refused to inake his main defense
hat he had violated no law. On the
contrary, -he used the trial as a tri-
bunai from which he unmasked the
nature of the war. He pointed out
that the war was «n imperialist war,
fought in the interests of the master
clase. That thé workers must fight
against such a war to, the bitter end,
murt- oppose it with all thelr power,

»ruthesis of
workers - |
[ rom & small strike for higher wages,

o the point of overthrowing the capl-

sorrow at Ruthenberg’s death.

talist class. Hia imprisonment did
1ot put an end *o his activities—from
lis prison cell. he continued to direct

he activite of tha revolntianare ‘,'.”..‘!'!I‘,

B ithdah any single individual.

- By Herbert Zam

#ri, and his release from jail found
him on the job trying with redoubled
energy to make up for lost time.
®* = @

Comrade 'Ruthenberg was a profes
sjonal revolutivnist. His entire+itre-
was devoted t ocarrying on the revo-
utionary - struggle against ca m,
Outsiae of the movement, he had no
dersonal existence, ALl his work, all
his activities were connected with the
moverfent. And to this work he de-
voted himeelf -only as men like Marx,
Lenin, Liebknecht and other leaders
of the revolutionary working class
have devoted themselves. No sacri-
fice was too big—and no task was too
small—for Comrade Ruthendberg %o
me¥os for the movement, Three times,
e gave his liberty for long periods
for th ecause. His many imprison-
ments only served to steel him fur
ther in the struggle for a new so-
iety: Hie spirit, his devotion to the
working clags remained wunbroken.
‘And he was ready to make new sacri-
'fices whenever the movement called
‘upon him. His life might have been
'prolonged many years had he been
iwilling to cease working for the move-
iment for a time, and to take a much
needad  rest. Comrade Ruthenberg
refused to rest while there was work
to ba done. He refused to sit idly
by and watch while the working class
was in need of his hepl. He nsver
permitted limself a vacation, From
ail to the i”arty without interruption
~that was his course, I remember
when he loft prison in 1922, It was
in early spring. The Workers .Party
had just been formed, and was in a
struggle to establish itself. On the
day that he was freed, he came 1l
rectly to the Pariy office, and at once
tock over the work of eecretary, with-
it an hour’s waiting. This {8 typical
of his work thruout his life.

* - L

Even in kis death, Comrade Ruth-

enberg showed hizs foyalty to the

{working clasc and tg the movement

which he had done more to build
Hig last
words. his laet thonghts wors o2 ths
working class and the Communist
movement. “Tell the com.ader to
close their ranks, to build the Party.
leadership of our Party and the Com-
Intern, will win. Let's fight on.”

We can best serve our movement,
the movement of Ruthenberg, by do-
fng that which Rutheuberg would
have desired us to do. Each one give
his best to the Party, to the Com-
munist, movement. We can best hon-
or the memory of Ruthenberg by

Ibuilding as a living monument to him

the movement of which he wag one
of the principal founders—the Work-
rs (Communist) Party and the Youbg
Workers  (Communist) Leagne of
America.

Long live the spirit of Ruthenberg
within our movement.

e 2 &
!.l_'!!g Yoo Csnuuul.llﬂlu:




