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YOUNRG WORKER

Highlights of Sixth Y.C.L Plenu
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IN By Herbert Zy,

From the Fifth to tar Bixth Plenuma.,

T the Fifth Enlirgad Plenum of

the Young Commuonist Interna-
tional, & very thoro analysis was made
o’ the pusition of the Y.-C. L and of
ita saricus sectiona, A balance sheet
wus drawg up; the relaldons of the
leagiies to the masscs of the young
workers, tha ernal activity of the
leasuce, their methods of  work-—
theee queations were discus-] and
the peaeral concluslon reached was
that the leagues had been far tan

Barrow in their antivity, they ha not’
establizhed suthcirnt contact wilh the:

non purty youth thry intermediate or-
ganizations, thro Activily on the baa-
s of the Immadiate Interests of the
young workers, and jast, but not least,
tha inner life of thy deagues was pot
muale safiiciently altractive for the
young workers. We had the pheno-
ménon i practically eil  countries
that, wherwag the political influence
and prestiges of tho leagues had in-
errarad tremendonsly, the growlh In
membership did not keep pace with
this pollteal development, and that
the turn over in mambership was
very large. ‘The remedy for this sit-
sation {ald down by the Fifth Plenum
wan: Wo must cease rezarding the
so-called nou political organizations of
the worklisg youth as our enemles,
and must consously endoavor to win
them €ur us; these Include trade un-
lon youlh moclions, spet and culfural
orgunleations, eolc. We must, when
tha clrcrenstancos permit, create ape-
13 ornizations “lor the winnltg and
atn,; t. non part, youth”; weamuat
make our work Ao concrets aa to tin
# up whh tho actual needa of the
young workers at the particnlar mo
ment, we must ba highly flexihle
In our tacties, and cach league munt
endeavor W adupt jtaclf to the pren
tur condiony within its own oountry.
And lamt, but not least, It i8 neces
sary to aurich the inner Itfe of the
barne, to’ add more attractive foa.
tirea, 1o pay g uwler a'tention tow
satufyily: the cultura]l neods of the
young workera within onr orpuniza
tion, ax & means ton overcuming ths
POor recrul oup power of the learues
and the high turnover of mombarship,

At the same Ume, the objective an.
&b of the altuallior showad that
Uote waa o Jetivbio e ward tend.
ehoy aumang lurke masgows of the young
workazs which  exprossed Haolf in
yeath delegations to the Koviet Un-
fon, the formation of uj.pusithon moye
ments within the  Socla! Iemocrat:e
and  bhourgenls  youth orgunizations,

ete.

The guestion at this Plenum, at the
Bixth Plebum was, therefors, to what
extént had the decisions of the previ-
ous plenum®been earried omt. To
what extent had the International pro-
fited from the Jeftward movement
agnong the young workers?

Strengthening of V¥, C. 1.

11f. progress of the Y. C. I. iu the

perivd betwesen the two conven-
tlons was evidenced first of all by the
gkrowth in memberahip of approxi-
fmately 12,000, (excluding the Rus=sian
‘lezgue) that this growth was greaics
fn Ergland and China, the coantroes
of intensest clias sirucgle, was ouly
another Indication thag the Y. C. L
is the only organization that can ac-
tually lead tne young workers in a
real 3truggle against the capitalist
syatem. In China, where the strug-
gle against the imperialist powerg hid
alroady assumed the ¢€orm of op:w

warfare, the Young Communist
Ieague wanr the leader of the entire
youth. The Y. M. €. A. which had

been the greatest and most power i

the forelgn imperialisis among the
youth, was not only rapidly losing all
bhold upon the Chinese youih, but was
being driven oul of the country by
the revolutionary action of the *hi-
mese young  workers and  studen's.
Practically all other youth orraniza-
tons, the organizationy of the stu-
dent youth, the peamant youwrh ani
the young workers In the trame unions
had placed themacives undec the jead-
ership  of the Young Communisg
Loague of China. luternational Youih
Dy was ofticlally cel hrited by the
povernent and the entice popile -
wherover the Natlonallet grmies had
vvnguerel,

In Englind, during the gencral
strike, the Young Comimumist. lau:us
was tha only youlh organization tha:
did pot go out of exirtence. It took
a Jeading part In pulling the young
%orkess and apprentices out on strike,
many timios apainst the direct orders
of the trade unk:n bureaucrals, and
at all thnes wvithout any ald or en-
couragewent from them. It initiated
A movement for the unionization of
the young workers which has met
with the support of the entire organ-
ised Mbor movement. It onganized a
youth dehgation to the Soviet Union
represemting thousunidg  of  young
workers. It took up the fight fot
the rights of the young workers Lo
recelve unemployment benefits, organ-
izing depionstrations ang marches on

the Boards of Guardians m  which

opponent of the Y. C. 1, the agent o3

rmc-mbnrs of the Y. C. L,

thousands of yeung workers partich
pated. The roward to the British
Leagus was tBe doubling of itg mem-
bership im ths period of the genmeral
sirike, and the tremendous incresse
in its inflgence.

These facts were brgught out in the
special reports given y the represent-
atives of the, Young -Communist
Laguee of Chica and Great Briwain.
There were also special reports by
the represemtatives of the.  German
and Russian Leagues. Theae are the
four most important sections of the
Young Communist lotzrnationul at the
rresent time, and ft §s Jn the ex-
amination of the activities of these
se-ctiong that it can best be judged as
to whether or
vrevious plenum were bringing fruit
of not, The German League also re-
norted a small fucrease in member-
thip, which was very significant, as
nreviau-ly, the membership had becu
u the d.cl.npe. The reorganization
+1isis hat been overcome, and now jue i
icague was proceeding syetematically
‘n the organization of shop nuclei in
he largest factories. Following the
~ivice of the Y. C. L., the leagué had
hullt  up & defense organization
1g1inst the milftarist organizations
vhich alreadv had over 20,0600 mem-
hers, only . small percentage Weing
On a local
scuale, united fronts with the Socizlist
youth had been made and a number
of unity committees hud been eet up
to browien these united fronts. 1In
ome  cases these unity committees
even includead representatives of re-
Ngious  youth organizations which
cerso pihellinge againet thelr prieetly
Ioad To.cap all these acttvities.
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+ conzress of the toiling youth of
fierrmany was held at which over &
hnnlred  thoneand  young workors;
e represented,

was unkd behind the the central

commttes of the Germafly Party in
fitht against the ultra left oppo-
sition. )
The report of the leniniat Young
Communisxt leaguwe of the Soviet Un
lon was lis‘ened o with speclal In-
terest. The YO Co 1. 8. U iy the larg-
est ringle youth organization that haa
ever exinbod; jta membership is now
alicady over two million and growing
At the rite of 3000 every -day,
contains withia 1ts ranks_a majority
of the working youth and large mass
es of the peassnt youth. It is the df
rect defender of the interests of the
working and peasant youth, not only
in jtx fnsistence on the carrying out
of ina  regulations  rerearding  the

Re¢ decisions of thel

general and miners’ strike in
Britain, ¢uey ralsed thousands of
lars for the suppoit of the
contributing & regular share of they
wages every month. The Y. C. L g
U. playe a leading role in the wen
of the Y. C. I, and its advice my
suggestions are gladly accepted by @
members of the International.

- In these four reporta R was sy
that ths Young Commupiet Imer,
tionul is making progreas. This wy
alz0 emphas.zed in the report of Tiy
Ezxecutive Committes, given by Cuwn
rade Lomisadse, which 1 shal 19
cuss later.

At this plenum, the Amerien
League was drawn still closer as
organic member of the Y. C. 1. Previ
vusly, the Amerfoan Leaguo had oa)
particlpated in the work of the Y.
C. 1. by having representatives a
congresses and plepums. This sitey
tion is now changed. With the ro
turn of the first representatiye we
have had there, Comrade Darcy wil
g0 to act as permanent Tepreseals
tive. In the election of the exe~utive
committee, America was given bgge
representation than gt any Uma be
fore. It now has thres members ot
the executive committee, Comrades
Wiillamson, Darcy and Zam, wheream
the past it has never had more
thin one. During the time that C.om-
rade Zam was the representative, he
was a member of the presiduim, for
the first timo that America has hiad

in

Tho entire league representation on this body. Comrade

Darcy is the first candidete to the
presidium. The American league al

80 had a representative on the pres!
diam of the plenum in the person uf

Comrada Zam. All these are bof
manifestations of twe close relations
which are pow being establisked be
tween the American learue and owy
International leadership. The Amer
fcan league will recaive ocontinuoes
attention and ald from the Y. C. I.

ftjand thus will Be able to conduct its

work much better thap in the past’
(To be ocontinuwed.)

Lohoceite !



