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B, Ea RUTHENBERG

HE loss which the American working class movement, and the
Communist movement have sustained thru the death of Comrade
Ruthenberg can c¢nly be measured in connection with the historic
events of the last fifteen years, in which Ruthenberg was a central
figure. The void which Comrade Ruthenberg’s death has caused will
be felt most acutely at a time when the working class of this country
j« engaged in great struggles, when he will be needed most.
¢‘omrade Ruthenberg was a leader. He led not only in times of
peace, but also in times of strife. HHe was not one who flaghes across
the horizon like a rocket, and is gone. He wans not one of those who
swims aiviig with the stream. There were many oceasions when he
had 1o fight almost alone against the big majority- -bhut it is exactly
on guch occanions thai deadership is demonstrated. It i the duty of a
Communist leader to lead, and not to follow. Tt is very easy to go
along with the siream-—but it does not requitire a leader to do that.
And by this test, Ruthenberg was a leader.

Rlﬂh“nbﬂ’g has played a dominant role in the working class
movement in this country for the last fifteen years, and on every
occasion where it was a question of leading in the right direction,
Ruthenberg was in the forefront. In 1912, when the icadership
of the Bocialist Party made desperate effecta to become respectable.
Ruthenberg took the lead in the fight against the Hillquits and
Bergers and for the integrity of the principles of Revolutionary
Necialinm, and against the watering of the party with liberal doc-
trines and petty bourgeois membership. In 1917, when the United
Rtaten entered the imperialist war, when the official leadership of
the American labor movement went over part and parcel to the
bhourgeoisie, when large sections of the already liberalized Socialigt
Party turned gocial-patriots, Ruthenberg led the fight against the
war, against betraving the working class and for the preservation
of the Revolationary principlex of Nacialinm.  In 1919 when the
official Socialist Party had reached the final stage on its downward
journey and turned its back on Revolutionary Socialism, Ruthen-
berg was the Jeader in the fight to break the masxses away from the
traitorous leaders and for the formation of a party which would
veally fight for the interests of the workera—the Commuusti Party.
BRaothenberg was the tie which conpected all that wus best in the
Rocialist Party before the war with the Communist movement.

When the raids and the war hysteria came, when to declare one-
medi o Communist meant long jail sentences, lynchings, perseention;
when mauy a comrade buried his princinles and loft the movement,
Comrade Ruthe erg continued to he thp leader of the revolution-
ary workers.  Neither jail, nor threats, por praids conhl dannt his
conrage or weaken his devotion to the eause of the workers,

We, the youth, have inherited a rich heritage from’ Compade
Ruthenberg.  Ruthenberg was the only Socialist leader in Americ i
who carried on a real struggle againat the war.  Like Liebknecht, .
ile wax persecuted by the government and hated by the right wing
ers within the movement because of this activity, When the Soeinlist
Party met in convention in St. Lonis to consider its attitude toward
the war, Ruthenberg took the lemd in the demand for a elearent!
declavation dgainxt the war, and the namifesto which he deafred |
was adoptad againet e vacilletion, hesitaney and even opposition
of the leaderstip of the Secialise Jarty. While thix resolution was
filed by the Varty bureancraey and forgoiten aftcr e convertion,
Comride Ruthenherg earried ont its instriuctions in spirit and letter.
He was the only one who actually led the masses of the workn ¢
elass in the fight-against the war, and the demonstrations which he
organized and led in the city of Cleveland will be remembered for
ever by the revolntionary working eluss. For his aetivity against’
e war, be wax arrested and dmeelaned) Luad o the Tdin that the
working eliss p..u«-wml in him was not thereby destroyed, aud upon:
s release, he pnllml 000 votes ot of a total of 100000 ax 4':”)-?
chidivte for Mavor, at llu- time of the worst war madness. The revo- |
intionary vouth of thic country will rake np the <troggle where Ruth-
enberg dett off. o the spiric of Rathenberg we will tight 1l we
too have carned our right to be comnted amongst those who have!
bheen sennine fighters for the working elass, '

Ruthenberg is deiad, But we do not weep. For the enuse for®
which Ruthenbery fought <till lives and srows.  The Party which’
Ruthentwre fonnded Will continme 1o carey on the struggle for the
workers.” The phice left vacant by Ruthenbere mill be taken hy
thensands of workers who will join the Party to earry on the work, -
amd by thonsands of vonnge workers who will join the Leagme 1o fight
against militarism and war as Lenin, Liebkneeht and Rlnho-n?wv'u'
tavcht us to, ‘

Pong live the Commnnist Yonth movement of Ameriea,

Fong Hve she Communist fnternational and 1 Aierican see
done the Workers cCommunist)y Party of Americ

Pong Hive Comumism,
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—Hervoert Zam.



