The «New Turn” Twists the «New Line”

An Analysis of the CC Thesis for the Convention

11.
Putschism Raised to

{concluded from lust iszue)

But if the “mew tarn”™ appears in the
analysis of the world situation, at least
in the analysis of the position of the
workers and in drawing the conclusions
for the tasks of the Parties, the old “new
line” =still holds sway., According to
the FPresidium, the period of the Tenth
Plenum was “the beginning of the coun-
ter-attack of the proletariat to the offen-
sive of capital,” but the present period
is marked by the “maturing of the rev-
olutionary upsurze.” This is marked
“not so mueh by the strike muovement
itself"” but by “the tempestuows forms it
assumes.” While it is true that there
are no general strikes, nevertheless we
must remember, with the ECCI, that:
“The English General Strike of 1426 was
a very important event of the class strug-
“gle, but i proceeded wunder extreme
peaceful forms, whilst {note the whilst—
H.Z.) the present partjal strikes bear a
fighting character.” By this form of
self-hvpnotism, i is not difficult to finally
reach the conclusion, as done by the
Pravda, that we are in a revelutionary
situation, in which the struggle for pow-
er is on the agenda. While we have seen
that in the analysis of the economie situ-
.ation, the “deep-going, world-wide crisis™
disappeared, it appears again in the an-
alysis of the position of the workers.
How else would it be possible to pre-
serve the ultra-left tactics? The mere
trifle that the Parly members may won-
der whence comez this rewvolutionary
situation if there is no decp-going crisis,
does not worry the ECCIL. For the mere
asking of such 2 guestion will be proof
positive that the member is impregnated
with “Lovestoneism™ and therefore a sub-
jeet for expulsion. Thercfore, in the
matter of taetics for the Communist Par-
ties, the last Enlarged Presidium has
gone even beyond the Tenth Plenum, for
it has put the system of ultra-leftism
upon a permanent plane, has built up a
coinplete theory out of the ultra-left tae-
tics.

“Whether the preseaf cconomic orsis
will grow tnte a general political erigis
depends on o number of factors, und be-
fore all on the subjective faetor, on the
power and fighting copecities of the
Communist Parties”

This, Comrade Manuilsky, which you
have delivercd in the name of the ECCI,
is putschism raised to a politieal theory.
This, Comrades Browder and Flott, we
repeat for your benefit, is pelitical put-
schism. If the Communist Parties act
along the lines of this theory, they win
enter inte such a series of disastrous
adventures as the Comintern has not yet
wiinegssed. If the tacties dictated by this
theory are applied, they will bring such
a series of defeats for the working class
as will set the revolutionary movement
back for vears. Have you so forgotten
all the most eclementary teachings of
Lenjn as to helieve that the Communist
Parties can cveate a general political
crisis? Do you not know that the Com-
munist Party does not and cannot ereafe
erises—what the Communist Farty dces
is prepare the working class so that in
the evisis it can make a strugple for
power, led by the Communist Party?

The American CC Is at ene with the
ECCI analv=is of the maovement of the
working class, even tho there is a “dif-
ference” in the world analvsis. It be-
gins by speaking about the “counter-of-
fensive of the exploited masses” and,
becoming mere enthusiastic as the thesis
proceeds, finally conclodes that “a rev-
clutionary upsurge grips the working
masses” in the United States. Ewven
Bittleman with his deep-going, wide-
spread radicalization fades into insig-
nificance when viewed thru the revolu-
tionary spectacles of the ECCI and its
satellites in America. IT- Manuilsky can
ao easily explain away the decrease in
strikes, then just as easily can the CC
explain away the growth of capitalist
reaction, the defensive position of the
workers, which in many cases is marked
by retreat, and the loss of membership
and influence of the Communist Parties.
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THE QUESTION OF TACTICAL LINE

A Complete System

Here is the formula: # . . . if eapitalist
reaction is more militant and more afl
pervading than ever before, the revolu-
tionary movement and its ally the op-
prezsed colonial peoples are advancing
still miore rapidly thrwowut the wholy
world.” (Emphasis mine—H.Z.} All the
CC has toe do now is show the member-
ship awhere the “revolutionary upsurge”
advancing more rapidly than capitalist
reaction, has actually succeeded in beat-
ing the latter back. And still more in-
teresting, let them show where in the
I'nited Stotes has this been done, It
would also be interesting to know how it
is possible for capitalist reaction to be
#more all-pervading than ever before” if
at the same time the revolutionary move-
ment is advancing much more rapidly.

In the thesis of the CC of our Party
we find the first application, the in a
comparatively mild form, of the already
discussed putschist theory. The CC
thesis declares that the main road for
the winning of the werking class, the
main road to the revolution is the build-
ing of new, revolutionary unions. The
conclusivn is based on the analysis that,
in the United States, "a revolutionary
upsurge grips the working masses, open-
ing the road for the Communist Party
for leading and mobilizing these masses
into  struggles.”  Rat, “the working
masses, who are becoming inereasingly
revolutionary in the economic erisis, can-
not be embraced organizationally by {he
Party alone . .. The primary organiza-
tions for this task are the revolutionary
ULIONS . "

Naturally, there is a rush—'"revolu-
tionary competition'” to organize new,
“pure,” “perfect” “industrial” anipns—
which have but one shortecoming—they
have no workers in them. The A, I\ of
L. having been condemned first as “so-
cial faseist™ and later as “Faseist,” there
is no Jonger any need for working in the
old unions. The slogan and idea of the
Labor Farty are abandoned, because it
means building a Labor Party ‘out of
“Taseist organizations,” that is out of
A, F. of L. unions. The CC. forgets
that the Labor Party slogan has always
been considered a means of mobilizing
the workers in the A. ¥, of L. against
the burccrats. The left wing workers
and the Communists wherever they fol-
low the instructions of the Party burce-
racy, are heing drawn out of the old
unions, and the several million workers
in them are Jeft to the tender mercies of
the labor burocrats. The genuine left-
ward movement in these unions, caused
by the tremendous unemployment and
the continuing onslaughts on the condi-
tions of the workers, together with the
apen collaboration between the the trade
union Jeaders and the bosses, finds no
leadership in the Communist Party. In
its seareh for a fietitious “revolutionary
upsurge,” the Party leadership fails to
see a powerful Teftward swing of the
masses where it really exists. In the
entire thesis of the CC only the follow-
ing phrase appears regarding work in
the old unions: “Decided efferts must be
made 1o increase manifold the activitiés
of the Communist fractions in the reac-
tichary trade uniens,” But the entire
content of the thesis, the entize tone and
line ure against any further work what-
soever in the old trade wnions. This face-
gaving phrase will not even be notjesd
hy the membership, who are being drilled
to believe that “the fifty thousand new
members” which the TUUL wants o re-
cruit represent the “road to the mil-
lions.” Here i$ the eszence of anti-trade
union work! Te belteve that the win-
ning of a few thousand workers for the
revolutionary trade uhions, even if it
could he accomplished, is a substitute for
work in the old trade unions is the coun-
ter part on the field of mass work of
Manuilsky's analysis of the “erisis"—
ihat the Communist Party can create the
erisis.

The Condition of the Party
Of course, between writing dowk a
high-sounding revolutionary phrase on @

sheet of paper and showing concrete re-
sults for the Party there is a vast gulf—
precisely the gulf that exists between the
present ultra-left line of the ECCT and
its puppets in the various countries and
a correct Leninist line. Tor in the pres-
cnt peried, in the pericd sinec the Ad-
dress to the American DParty, what can
the Party leadership boast of as a real
achievement? In the two yvears provieus,
thes Party had to its credit the great
Passaic strike, the historic stroggle of
the miners in Pennsylvania and Ohio
and West Virginia, the strikes in New
Bedford and Fall River. The series of
strikes in New York which really rooted
1the Party among the masses took place
before the Address—the cloak makers,
dressmakers and furriers struggles and
the series of smaller strikes. The estal-
lishment of three new uniuns growing
directly out of the struggles of the work-
ers—the MNational Miners Union, the
Needle Trades Workers Industrial Uniorn,
the Natianal Textile Workers Unloh—
was also one of the achievements for
which the present leadership iz so much
ashamed. But as agaipst these historie
accomplishments, the Party leadership
can show—demonstrations.  And even
here, none of the demonstrations have
vet exceeded the Sacco-Vanzetti demon-
etrations of 1927. In such 2 situation,
the Party leadership haz embarked on
a campaign of blaff which must nauseate
every honest worker in the Party. Un
Mareh 20, the Daily Worker makes the
following insignificant elains:

“The Communist FParly of the LS4,
after being free from the debasing in-
fluenea of the renegades Lovestone, Pep-
per & Co, 45 advancing in size and politi-
cal maturity al en waprecedented rute.
It con be suid approzemately that the
Commenist Purty of the United States is
now gaining el the rate of about 100 new
members every duy. The Party hay al-
reqdy arisen whitin e few short months
from o position of relutive dsolative lo
ane i which move than o wmillion wowrk-
ers knowingly follow {ts leudership, and
the revolulienory trade wniom movement
iz alvendy becoming n secfous reality”

{n this basis, no less than 30,000 new
members should jein the Party in one
year. The fgures of the CC itself have
shown, unfortunately that not only has
the Party not increased its menibership,
but today it has less members than at
gy previows téme in ity histery. This
situation is se bad that even the CC is
compelled to recognize it in its letter of
May 28, but instead of laying this at the
feet of the false line of the ECCI and

of the Party “leaders” it finds the usual
seape-guat—the distriects did neot carry
vul the instructions of the center, and
the membership consists of skilled work-
ers and foreigners, and are lherefore
olrjectively Tight wingers. This is the
exteit of the “seli-eriticism” of the Par-
ty leadership. The campaign of bluff,
however, cannot last forever. Already
large sections of the membership are be-
ginning to guestion and to doubt. The
answer of the Farty burecracy is still
expulsion and branding as “renegades.”
Thiz campaign of expulsion, which
strikes the best section of the Party be-
eause the unes with independent ithought
and the courapge of their convictions, i3
rapidly bleeding the Party white of
farees. Even Mapuilsky, who only a few
short manths ago boasted that the ex-
pulsions: were a sign of Bolshevization,
now complains that “we have very few
vecple capuble of leading mass move-
menls, of winning the conﬁ:ﬂence of the
masses, of consolidating ameng thewn the
autharity of the Party.,” No wondei!
After precisely these clements have been
expelled and destroyed in the Party, do
vou expeel the “'obadient ut stupid” ones
who are left to do this mighty work? Do
you expect the Browders and Flotts 10
do it? Or perhaps you expect those
people to lead the masses who have not
the courage and the will to lead them-
selvesa—who disagree with cverything the
Party leadership dees but.dare not raise
their voices in protest or their hands in
contrary vote?

The Party .convention is meeting in
the shddow of the ideclogieal terror of
the ECCI and of the Party burocraty.
There iz a pre-convention discussion, but
no discussers und no opinions. There
will be a couvention, but not a conven-
tion of delegates. All the representatives
will be carefully sclected in advance.
There will be no free discussion at the
convention. Fear will be the steering
connmittee which will direet the actions
of the convention delegates. This eon-
vention will be a strait jackel upon the
Party—unless the Party membership
breaks thru the ultra-left sectarian
bounds which are being fastened more
tightly about the Party daily. The first
step that must be taken for the convales-
cence of the Party js & free and open
diseussion in which every member can
participate and express freely and with-
out fear of conseguences his opinmion oun
the present situatien in the Party. It is
nel 1o be expecled that the membership
will adopt our line aver night. But a free
diseuszion iy a steprwhich will lead to
the adoption of our line, the line of the
Qpposition, the line of Leninism, for this
jg the only correct line, the only line that
can bring the Party our of its present
crigis!

——HERBERT ZAM

Letters from Workers

Comrades:

In answer to your letter of appeal find
enclosed cheek for §5.00. .

“Revelutionary Age” has been the
sharpest weapon that workers should
posscss, the courage to think and fight.
Thru this only a victory is secured.

Readers of the “Revolutionary Age”
cannot help to see the indispensibility of
thiz revelutionary paper which enlight-
ens every phase of the workers struggle
for the possession of the world's wealth.
Na doubt every reuder will do the nt-
miost for ite support.

Yoeurs, for the continued fight to a
vietarious finish.

F. G.

June 14, 1930,
Dear Comrade:

1 have just finished reading Nu. 15 of
Revolutionery Age, It is a wonderful
number. When I got it [ read right thru
it (except the Thesis which I will read
tomerow),  Comrade Gitlows artiele on
the needle trades is very good and so is
the explanation of the Indian Revolution.

[ was surprised to sec abuout the Post
Office attack upoen the. Revolutionury
Age. The Party says you are renegades
but the government tries to stop you.
But from the 31,000 vou raised I am
sure you will beat them and not let them
break down the Aye.

in my section there is 2 lot of sym-

pathy to you beeause of the needle trades
and building trades sicuation about which
mayhe you saw in the Daily Worker. 1
zgree with you too especially about the
trade union guestion. Maybe after the
Convention I will come out and fight
vpen.  Anyway, [ wish vou luck.
Comradely,
A4 Cemrade.

Pear Comrades:

1 want ta tell you how much I like the
Revolutionary Age. 1t is a real workers
paper. T am not a Communist myself and
1 don’t know much about the fights that
ave going on inside the Communist Par-
t¥ in this country and in Moseow, But
1 know that what you say in the Revs-
futionary Age about all workers uniting
their forces to fight the bossos iz the
right stuif. That's what the union men
in the United States need.

1 used to belong to the Soeialist Party
up to 19148 and alse to the Wobblies. I
think I will get nwre acquainted with
Contmunism now.

ALEX JOHNSTONE
Cleveland, Qlio. .
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