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Opportunism and

The Socialist Struggle in the Trade
Unions

In the 90°s, amidst & severe crisis
and deep wmrest in the ranks of the
workers, a group of Seeializls, mom-
bers of the LI, under the leadership
of T. J. Morgan, made an inlensive
drive to place the American FFedera-
tien of Labor on recowd in favor of

Bocialism.  This movement made tre-
mendoas  headway and swept the
unions., Gompers himgell was in-

structed by his uuion to vola for the
praposal al the A, IF. of L. conven-
tion., There is no deubl whatsoever
that the overwhelming majority of the
members of the A, ¥, of L, were in
{avor of the proposal, but duae to the
contral of the officials and the had
organization of lhe Socialists, the
aquestion was sidetracked, and fimally
declared defeated by a small majority.
Daring the enlive eampaign, He Leon,
in control of the SLP and its press,
did nol by o siagle twered o wel sup-
port this aunrl whickh' wes being oo
ricd on by members af his own Poerty.
The resulfts were a posilive proaf of
Lhe necessity and possibility Tor warke-
ing in the existing unionz: theoy weore
a siriking argument. against Del.aon’s
pet theovies of dual unionism. Ile
therefore decided to cul the Gordian
knot with one blow, and in 18H he
arganized lhe Boeialist Trades and
Laber Alliance (8T & LA) as a new
“revolutionary” trade unien centor,
which would immediately proeeed {o
do cverylring the A1, had failed
ta do, from erganizing Lhe unorganiz-
ed to overthrowing ecapitalism. Sprale)
ing approvingly of this aclion, Com-"
Tade Raisky declares that American,
~-nditions “in seme enses meke Dievii-;
~0le Lhe policy of dual snisnizm” and”
adds that i veeont yenys the dovelop- .
ment of the dhor mevement dn 1
S, fuevitably fed do the formetion|
of awew unionz . . . which brolic with
the AL und joined (e P?'ﬂff?l!.l?’:"r!-l
o AL tRe begirnmg of Septemibor
nf this geny (1029) o national eon-
wention was feld in the Unidted States
which croafed w wowm drnds wnion nen-
fey Lo fead those orgenizatdonsg which
adlere do the pletform af clnss strug-
gle” Thus Comrade Raisky himself:
dvaws the deadly parallel betweon the .
Nelennist sectavian course and fo-;
day’s seetarian I'arly Tine.  Mistory |
repeals ilgeld mmdeodl. When Deleon .
ovganized the 8T & LA It was a deep
tragedy, for it separated the revelu.
tionary workers from ihe conservalive
backward workers and wade much
more difficnld the task of revelnlion-
izing them. DBul the orpanization of
the TUTIL and the whole saries of
paper “industrial anions” was noih-
ing hut a farce because it had no
basis whalever in oxisling conditions
and no support among the workaers.
Comwrade Marmer praises Del.eon's
sectarianism even more highly and
pictures hivn as having forseon thirty
years ago that the AT was made up
of “company unions.” In spite of all
this praise, Coamrade Raisky is com-
pelled 1o admit that after several
voars of existonee the 8T & LA had
anly 1400 members!  What wonderful
revolutionary stratery these fipures
indicate!

EERE R
Splic After Splict

It is over trade union pelicies, rea-
volving arveuntd the ST & LA, that
the SLIP in 1M splil inte 1wo abmnel
onual parts, ane of whish later be-
came a part of the SI.

Tn 1905 the TWW was organiced,
and Del.eon foined with hiz dwindling
BT & LA, Thiz marrtiage did nok lagt!
long, for in 307 Deleon, after tryving
vainly ta caplure the TWW, Tod hiss
stalwari{z out and again avganized n !
“new” and Cirady revolutionarvy™ cen-
ter, the Warkers Iternational Fadis-
frimd Chefon. Ineldentally ihis aclion
hrought about another split in the
SLP. Torhaps Comrade Tlaasky will
again say thei this was a divizion ba-
twaen revalutionists and reformigis!
We shall sen. :

If De Teon split with Hillguit he-

Lenin or Del.con?

by Herhert Zam

Christion eharily ond will aol com-.
mudn the deatl sentence of eapiial-
fape? Ave see Hren to wnderstond (ol
aapilalism will comanit suicide . .. 7
Ty there an exaomgple i hisfory that
con Justify sueh n swaat drenm of
panee and fnee? )

I i then by mein foree and Hhew
winfenee only thal we san drarsform
sooiely, bl colfective, orgiwiced vio-
lenee, nob as 1 s now M Russie, b
s 1 aeas dn (his enwnlyy fifly yeass
mgo. JL 78 and o conspiraay Db an
ape pad toyal fight, net an gesanli
brd o vegulor duel, awd 1@ will nol be
o wisfons owlhrend: bud o good aud
proper el wer”

To which Deleon answered:

“Nal cveryihing thaf eopitalism s
Icoughf ahowt is o bo rejected.  A-
oy tlhie valunffe thivgs Lhal capi-
indism lins Dufeoduced is Lhe ideo af
peaceful methods  for seliling  dis-
prica”  Deleon then proceeded o
praise courts and the ballol.  “ieli-
treal egifiefion . .. ploees the revoly-
an whversl af eivibized ond Intefis-
gent smethods—eivitized fecunsa ey
affdr n chanee 1o v pecceful moln-
ifon .. " (Twphasis mine-—--H.Z.)

And further: “Politicnd action 1
the einilized, hoeausc it s thie peace-
ful meilod of social debate ., "
“The NVW ‘lewehes the class mirug-
gle® becanse L plunis dlaelf wpom (he
wat-Russinn, Bl 4z, upon the ol
fzeed prenciple of selviug secinl dif-
fienlties™ | atd s0 o L L, sure
rounding with an idyllie halo the|
“praceTniness” of capitalism and the !
possibility of accomplishing the prole-
tarian revolution “peacclully,” Ta!
sllay  anv  suspicions lest  Ideloon
used “politieal acijon” in the sensc
we use o foday, ho explained that:

S Political Actinn’ is o purely teoh-
nical expression. It wmenns the pocee-
(ui taind of stranglic n goeial 1ssies.
A8 suteh, the ferme {2 generic. 71 ent-
Otreces @ owwamber of things, that iz, |
all the thivgs weecessary for ils rani
foeedinn, 1L embraces primarics; con- |
weqrtinns, or any  othey  esiabMshed |
o thod for fhe nominaiion of eqndi-
duter for office in the “politioall, that
{5, fhe cless vile gevernment; eme:
priguing, el is, egitation i favor
of the principles and of eenrse, ihe
credidates af tha prrly; wotinvg (nof
priwde roting) Ind woling in the steme
pluce wheee Lhe apponemts wofe; fin-
iy a8 consegRence, ‘pm‘ﬁr;.mr::vafrr-r_r;i
refiuify B

Let those who consider Delwean the
Tamin of Ameriea and oven a fora.
rienser of Lentn, who “anticipated
some clements of Lthe Sovict syst.em,”l
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Dualism
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explain the rovolutionary nalure of
these beliels of Delean as to how to
bring about the vevelulion. Let them
explain how these beliefs wiade Da-:
Leent an “apponent. of parliamentary
cretinism.” They will no deubt turn
Lo Deleon's dissertalions on “forec!
f}nd show that lie favored it under
“certain cireomsiances.”  That would
indeed be enlightening.  Here s how
DeLeom helieved in Teres, as he hime-
self deelarod:

“The SLP bellot demands the wne
covdilionnl sivronder of ihe Coapitef-
wt Clngs.  The SLP weeordingly
preaches the rewvolulion, lewehns the.
revolultion, and fthereby ennbles the
veoruthing wnd  orgamizing  of  the
physienl foree rlomont requizile to
euforce the revolntion. The SLP does
afl the_s. tneluding the latier, hecnuse
1o striles the pesture of holding the
tiling elnss fo the sivilized melhod of
o peeeefnl tvinl of afremgth.  TE ore
grizas iself with the reguisite phys-
fed fovee dn case (R dofewtand adyper
sary should vesovt Lo the barbarion's
way of enfoveing Min will, The eiwii-
2ol amnn enswers fovee; the Barbe-
i hogins with forea

We thue see {hat ileLeon’s so-
called bedicf in the use of fovee was
}‘hgz game as Hillgwit's, that 1s, the

right” 1o dafend the revolution Iy
faree afler it had been  peceefully
wated . Ts thore a single veformist
Baeialist thruoud the world wha doeg
not shout to the skies that he helieves
in “Weferding the revelution.” De-
Leon was well answered by ihe rovoe-
lutionary syndicalisis of his lime, who
told him that he propased 16 use sy
the weapons which the capitalizt class
permits the workers and wanis 1ha
warkers to use, knewing that wilh
those weapons alone the revolotion is
impoaaible of attainmenf. Tt ig of no
further importance bo ehow that oven
Deleow's “farvee” was subjeet. Lo his
2*:-“1 nr:c_u]i::r interpretation, namolyi
indusiiial foree,” as apainst mililary
foree, which he went into great deladl
to prove nseless and impagsible.  This
woTshin by Thalean of the “eivilized™
method of “zaeial deliate™ {Lhat is of
class  strugele) made it ahsolutely
wnpessiblo for Kim to worlke with :'m;f
mart af ithe workine rlass which de-
veloped other wiethoads of strugels,
and anly deapenaed his zeelarianism.

Snoin 1207, the “revelutionary" e
Lean, who was earrving on the “in-
1-'c_1.tm'at{=. strupele “amainzl. anporfnz.
niam” expelled from the STP those
\\fhn haliesved in “cabotage, divect ne-
tion and viclenee,” shoswine the wav
to the Hillquits in the 8P whe din
the same in 1%12—five vears Inter!

WHAT ABOUT

LOCAL TEN?

By L. A.

The general vise of the progregsive
mavemenl within the locals of the I.!
LGW.U. has had an efect also on
the sentiment of the membership of
Local No. 10 (eulters). AL the
time when the largest locals were un-
der the influence of the left move-
ment, Local Ne. 10 was the only larpge
loeal that kept up the old reaclionary
policies,  Watwrally ‘it souldn’t bhe ex-
peeted that a local with sueh a his-
tory and tradition should immediatcly .
liecome very mueh affecter by the ve-
vival of the progressive movement of
other locals. Vet local No. 10 shows
seme good signg of a bepinning.

£ ¥

Tlhie Situation in Local 10

The general crisis that threw oul!
millinns of workers from their jobsi
had ite efTeet also on the needle indus- |
Bvies in genoral and on the cloak and
dress indusiry in partievlar. The re-
dueed pureliasing power of the broad .
masses on one hand and rationaliza-
tien and speed-up svsten in Lhe eloak
and  dress fndustry om the
broughl o stale of conditions where
hundreds iT not thousands of cloak
and dvess cullers can't find work for

cause he was too pperlunist, then he;a few days a week to keep iheir
split wilh the TWW lecause it was? families Tfrom starvalion. And at the
tao yevolutionary.  Altho o pood denl! height of (he season which is the
of 1he strugple was gover the question | hope of every unemploved culter to
of pelities, specifically whether theimalke a few months and ecover up the
I'WW necd participale or helieve inllosl lime of slack, aven {hen, you ean
polilies, in actuality the issue was! find hundreds of cutiers going avound

olher,

members, as Iong as they got their
dues and taxes eallected. Tt is cnough i
ta participate in these diseussicns o
find oul that if a group of militant |
cutters would organize Tor progres- .
sive actiom in Local No. 10 good ro-!
sults eould bo reached within a short |
period of Lime. 1
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Tie Possthilities for Progressive
Aciion

!
Is there a group in the local ihat |
could hie ovganized for that purpese?
Therq is! In faet, 2 so-called pro-
gressive group under the name of
“Cutters Irfendship Clubh™ has existed
for sore time, bot . ihe trouble with
this club is thatl it is propgressive in
name ouly, 1t has no plan or program .
for work and consists of people that |
are looking for personal “palitiend";
advancement and that iz the reason |
why they do nol make any advanee-
went within their elub,  For the zame
reasen thiz growp lias lmoken apart
and for goite some time there was ne
sign of lile in that clab. ol of lale
hi:fore clection in the local a fow memn-
Lars egan Lryving to revive aclivities
again and bogan with participating
in cleetinn,  To have a clab withoul
a rvogram Tor activities is bad enosugh
bul to have fwo candidates of {he clul
running for the execulive board and
with ihem endersing the eniire ad-!
mimistration slate under the name of |

much decper.  DeLleon himgelf later
explainod that he split from e TWW
hecause il had hecome an organiza-
tiom belioving in “subotage, dircct ac-
tion and violence™, Ewven if Del.oon

wore right and the TWW wrong on -

the issue, that was no izsue on which
to split an econcmic laloyr organiza-
tiom, which in its erscnes, in spite of
many-and serious shorlemmings, was
revalutionacy.
tion of Deleon’s inherent sectarian-
ism and opporianizm. Teloon's or-
ganization {the WIIU). earned for il-
self a oquislt and all-embracing oh-
scurity, while the TWW passed thru
fifteen yoars of hislorv-making exist-
ence, rluring which perviod ils aetivity
on hoehalf of the American workors
made its vory name anathema to capi-
talizm. History has passed judpment

o the “revolutionary!’ nature of De- |

o by i My 3 j 13 i -l
Leon's theories and organization
* o &

Poliiics and Parliamentarism

A discussion on the tasks of tho
IWW was carried on in the Paily
People, edited by I1lel.ean, in which
membiers of the SLT participated.
The most brilliant presentation of the
case of thoe “direet actionisls™ was
made y Ariure Gigvannitii, in the

g terse paragraphs:

anvt doe heliene fhal evon with

t vigid logie, and with the fear

rong rovolufionary orpanfag-
could comvince the mnsier
re dlaelf up into the honds
ol elass that kiows no

It is another indica-!

| ilie while the more lucky ones find
cwork for a few weeks Lo “cover up”
ost time of anemployment.

* * +

-What Does the Administration Do?
. What docs the administration of
|an_l No. 10 do o meet these condi-
Licns?  Does it make any altempt lo
lhelp the eutlers in this time of dise
Lrexs? Wothing of lhe kind, Al the
jLlime when theusands of cutiers are
iranning from ome ¢orher to another
il fimd a friend that might help thom
{find a faw days work, there are cui-
ters that work overtime in se-called
union shops.  Owvertinwe is legalized al
& time when so many cutters can’t
find worlk o pay up their dues and
laxes in the union.  Many congeirva-
tive unions spealk up for a six hour
cday 4o climinate wnemployment in
their industrics aned we have a point

vworle Satnelavs in fhe season in spite
nf the faet that nel all the eniicrs
have jobs. The administration of Lo-
cal Na. 10 doez not make any atterapt
lo eliminate theze ovils, loaving those
chanlic enndilions to the members to

lnrand over.
v ok =

What Do the Members Think?

And the wmemhers?  What do the
members of 1he loeal think abnut these
conditiens. It is encugh to pass lhe
T market eormers o understand
-flwhat the members think of their con-
; diliens and of a leadershin that deas
not care about the well being of its

in the agreement allowing worlkiors o !

I iming then even the smounsiors e

D &hall Bo constramerd to

YOk, Rinsmen! Weo musi maeet the

i And

UProgressive unienism®” is more than |
could ba expeeted from people with i-
cminivum pelitical wisdom, i

Bui there arve o greater number of
people that are Jooking forward to-
orpganization for progressive  actiom.
Lot us unite all these elemienls that
sinerrely belicve in such a movement
in Loeal Wo. 1h The time s ripe and
the members deanand it ’

The Nesro

by Claude McKay

A f e musd die—let i wol De Fle Rogs

fhundbed awd penned Dioan tnglorions
spod,

I'IWl:r'h.’ round us Tark the wmed and

! hungry dogs .
Bededury there saek ol owr accursed

inf. :

If e snust Me—al, Tel us nohiy die

| 8e thel our precions blsod may not

I be shed

' defy .
. honory us the

et !

Common for,
Tho for eulnumbered feb wa still
e brave,
for their thowsand blows denl one
et h-hlow,
What o before us 43 the open




