Lenin or Deleon?

DeLeonism, Then and Now

The expulsion and splits which were a
prrmancot Teature of the SLP frem then
on, tobbed the SLI* of the most aclive
revolutionary elements as well as of those
elements laving the greatest coptact with
and ialivence among the waorkers. The
development of the SLP since then has
demonstrated  with what merciless lopgic
the germ of sectarianism operates io de-
stroy @ promising arganization omce it
alstnins ronts and a1 hreeding place, The
histary of the SLP is a lesson and & wars-
ing toe all revolutionists, except those,
who like the present eaders af the Party
and af the ECCL refuse to ses what it
hefore their eyes,

It is quite significant thac in all his
activities against “pure and simple” trade
unionism, Deleon tack no measures o
puard against the penctration of petty
hourgeais, antitrade  union  elements.
Thus the 1900 convention, which pro-
hibited membership in the SLIP o offi-
cials, paid and unpaid, of the trade unians,
and forbade SLP members to jain the
trade unions, at the sune time defeated
2 motion to excluode employers fvem mem:
heeship in the SLP. We sec an cxadt
duplicate today in connection with the
“new” fraterral arders which the Party
iz establishing.

Tack of space does not permit the dis
cussion of other questions raised by the
articles proviously memtioned, Tt might
be well, however, Lo mention that Des
Leon's “internatonalism”™, which Com-
rade Raisky praiscs, consisted in the be-
liel that tle proletarian revoiution would
start in the Vaited States because it was
the most industrially developed  {where
did we hear that before?d and chat all
the Secalist movements must follow the
SLP w he reparded as Vreally revalutinn-
ary”.  He considercd interantianal Ser
cinlist actjon and organization as unnee:
essary and & waste of time and maney,
as welb as an “annoyance” Lo the Amer-
jcan delepates.
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DeLeonism, Thirty Years Ago and
Today

It ean he quite casily goessed what
part of the contert of Deleanism is ate
tracting the Party leaders of taday. Tt
iz his dual nniomsm,  Teday, they do
nol worry ahout the size of o teade anion,
so tong as it ke Urovehatiopery™. Walh-
ing ariginall  The SLT said in 1900
{Trade Union Resofution): “The strength
of a labor erganizatien is nat m 1B
nutaber ol its  members, not in the
amount in its treasney, but o (he heighe
of ita aims, and the depth of its solidari-
tyv.”  Today, they ove mnking a vieae
of splitting lahor orpanizations, and the
higgest splitlers are the bigpgest heroes.
Alse  nathing  ariginalt The  highest
praise which the SLP eandidate for Pres-
wlent ol the 11 8, received o 1900 was
the (ellowing hy the one who nomivated
him: *This candidate smashed the Cen-
tral Labor Union of that city { Haverhall,
Mass---H.Z.} and it has never heen re-
surrccted andd T hope never will” Today
the Tasiy teade urion leaders are trying
to emulate this example,
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The “Lenin of Amcrica™
That Comrade Raisky considers De-

Leon the Awericae Lenin is shvious from
the many concrete pmailels he  diaws
hetwesn the twn, “lake Teain, Delcon
.- s o ocanstantly recuning expros
ston ia his anticke. Y L., L the histary of
the SLP beeame inseparabie from the po-
litical hastory of Danici Delcon, just as
the history of the CPR1) is closely con-
nected with the namme of Tenin” e
ehares Conmrade TRaisky.

Indecd Teleoon and the SLP are -
separable bul mot "just as™ Lessin and the

CPSLYY Tn lack for apprsile rezsons.
Lenin eontinuadly pushed the CPSU 1o
the magses and  the maszes o acton

[y Tean enntinually
away [rom the masses
and  substituted  revolulionary-sounding
phrases for revolutionary action,  Under
Teleen’s leadership the SLI entered “en
a hread political highway™-—to impotoner
andl ohsourily,

agninst capitalisn.
deapged the SLP

- "A comparison  helweoen Delenn
and Lenin matueally presects itsell 1o
one's mind. Delean’s views on inncr-
party questions reseinhles Lemn’™s even
in the style in which they are ex-
pressed.”

S0 Comrade Raisky? To make such a
comparisan  between Deleon and Lenin
is a travesty on the lledong struggle
Lenin carried oo for the cstablishment
of a Bolshevik party and Balshevik meth-
ods of work.  Delenn’s methads were
the direct oppasite of Lenin's.  Lenin de-
marded the widest inner-party democri-
¢y, the pacticipation of the membership
in working out policy, the brondest dis-
cussion: of differences, the discussion aof
problems before final decisions are made
and action taken, hat iron discipline in
carrying out decigions once made,  De
Lean just reversed this nrocedwre. He
lirst made his decisions and earricd thom
aul, then tried to convinee the member:
chip of the correctress al these decisions,
then expelled those wha disapreed, and
finatly called a convention for rublber-
stamp approval.  The most momestous
step in the histary of the SLP, the for-
mation of the Socialise Trades and Fa
bor Alliance, was taken in this manner
Deleon tolerated no opposition or ap-
ponents. Mot discussion hut expulsion

“a@iis method of perstazsion.  Tleleon

alated nnt anly Party orpans bt
i oounepatty institutinons as if he were

a divinely appointed dictator. Thus on
one occasion when he was oot {ully
pleased. with  the Malional  Exceutive

Poard that the STELA had clected, hie

by Herbert Zam.

just remaved i and himsell appoinied an:
ather anel
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A Scholzscic Marxist

In the forcpoing Drick discussion ol a
wumber of phases of Delenn’s activicy
and palitical helicls, we have seen wheth-
cr a parallel can be drawn between Lendn
and DeLleon. Comrade Raisky and Com-
rade Marmor have given their answer
Let the reader judpe whether that an-
swer cnn stand unchallenged in the light
af a real analysis of Deleon’s works? Sul
fice it to sum up this guestion by point-
ing out that in all of Dcleon's works
we see 0o mention of imperialism, in spite
af the fact that he lived in che periad
af full blonm  of imperialism {TieLeon
died in 1914).  That this guestinn was
not unkonwn during Deleon’s lifetime
we ean see {rom the controversies that
raped on the guestion of imperialism be-
lween Lenin, Bucharin and the Russian
Marxists  and  Luzemburpg, Hilferdineg,
Kautsky and others who differed  with
Lenin's conception. - This “oversight”
an Deleon’s part was & resudl of s
static inlerpretation of Mavxism, hig refus
al to apply (he basic Marzian laws 10
the Jatest developments of capitalism.
All of Teleonn’s “Marzism™ consisted of
lifeless absteact scholasticism,  Juis from
this hasic shartcoming that all of De
Lern's major crrovs can be traced.

¥ x ok

Deleon’s Positive Comtributions

Maturally, thie satwre of this article

does nat permit of the discussion of De-
Leon's positive contrihutions to Ameri-
can Sacialism, which are many and wal-
uable.  We had to canbine ourselves to
refuting the false cstimates which placed
Deleon on the same level with Lemin.
When an objective attempt s made to
trace the development af American Seo-
cigiistm and to properly estimate the wvar-
inus eutstanding figures, no doubt the
valoable contributians of Deleon will
he recngnized. Wo one whoe knows any-
thing about this develnpment will fail to
pive tn IéLeon a higher place than to
Hillguit or to Berger.  Dreleon was in-
decd an inveleraue  fighter againsy the
brand of wappartunism  represented by
Hillguit; he was indeed lanatically devot-
cd to the inlerests of the working class
and pave his entire life to the waorkers.
He strove to be a revolutionary Marxist,
But his own scrious shatteomings and
deep sectavianism, scholasticism and op-
portunisiy make i impossible to consider
him the TLenin of America. Just beeanse
he Toupht Hillqwit ne more makes him
the forerunner of American Commonism
than Dchs, ar Haywaood, Amcrican Com-
munism  develaped out of many revolus
lionary elements in the American labor
mavement, particulacdy sut of the most
revolutionary  elements of the Socialist
Farty. Dut of all factors contributing to-
wards this developrnnt, the SLP, the
Party of Delean, contributed least

This eoncludes the acries of artielns
nn “Lanin or Delcoon®™

VENIZELOS MOb

LIZES FOR WAR

by Basil Kalfides

With the black clouds of war spread:
ing nver the hovizons of Borape the po
Ltieai siteation in the Balkan peningnla
deserves nur closest attenton.  The Baik
an peninsula holds the key to the Tar
Easl, 4o India, Auvstralin and China. In
the preswar stenpple of German and Eng
lish imperialism for the conteal of the
Tiact, 1he Balkans were nsed as the cx
perimental pround for the political and
diplamatic intrignes of the Entente (Enge
jand, Franee, Czacist Russia) on the nne
hand and the Tripie Alliance {Germany,
Austria, Ttaly) an the other, Germanys
poal was to buid o road fram Terdin o
Indin, the famous Beriin-Bagdad railroad.
The slogan was: *Nach Ostenl”  Great
Tritain tried 10 block the German penes
tration Lo the Enst thm the Balkans, The
Ballkans  thevelare  Decame  the  haule
pround {or the two gigantic imperialist
prouips, Allinnces, intriques, protector
ales and spheres ol influenee were the
arder of the day uenl the simation cul-
minated first in the Balkan and then
in the grent World War, whigh staried
in a war hetwveen Juposlavia (Servia} and
Adsstria.
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Realignments Aflwer the War

Aftey the World War the  situation
changed {undamentably in the Jalkans
as weil a5 in Eorope as a whele, Germar
imperinlism was defeated and thus nne
al the great {orces in the colomial East
was climirated,  Bul it Great Britn go
vid of & dangeross sival with the ool
e nf Gerstany, an even mare <an
gerong encmy appeared on the horizan
-—the Union of Bocialist Soviet Repub-
lics.

This tine the Tenemy™ does nol have
ta carry on diplomatic manouvers for the
pencivation of the Baikans. Foo that mat.
ter,  feography  is sccondary consid-
cration to the Sovier Union as o delond-
er af the rights al sclf-determination and
ecmancipation ol national minoritics and
siaved peoples.

A reabigoment of Torees began to take
place in mider Lo meet the situation. Tor
day, as Iar as England is concerned, the
Baikans are important not (rom the point
il view of blocking Gernuan imperialism
from reaching Indin but rather a5 an in-
stroment. of aupck  agoning the  Sowvied
Union. Ttaly and Frange, on the ather
hand, have a doukle (nterest in the Ballke
ang, first (n order o atain hege:
many in the peninsula and, sceondly, in
the intercst of an attack on the USSR,
In the performance of this complicated
and rather difficule task hoth England
aned France are depending wpon the
most able diplenat in the Balkans, Elef:
therios Vcn[zcrlc)s.*
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Venizelos Back in the Political
Arena

As soor as Panpatns” dirtntaeship was
avertheown by General Kandylis, Venie
zeloy was cabed over from Trance to ke
over the reins of povernment in Greece.
The first act of Vepizelos was o pree
pare the way far clections that would give
ki an undispited majerity, Then he
wanld he ahle W proceed to his witimate
olyeotive.

The alectinns were held. Venizelos
carncd with an overwhelming  majority,
alter having outlawed  the  Communist
Patty of Grecee and having uwtilized the
1223 election lists without much regard
i the voters were dead or alive,  Thus
Vemzelos abtained o [legatl {oothold and
was able o speak for the Greek people,
80 L0 B4y

With the “people’s mandate,”  Veni-
zelos proceeded to n large-seale ofensive
apainst the labor movement, apainst the
Commnnist Party  and  the et wing

unians. Parliiment passed a law making

Communism a ¢rime. Hundreds of Com-
munists were exiled to deserted dglands
in the Acgean.  [nion halls were closad
and Mands confiscated.  The Tnlernation-
al Red Aid was declared illegal and per-

sconded.
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Venizelos Makes His Grand Tour

Afer  his offensive apainat “pubver-
sive’” clements at home, Venizeles hepran
A grand towr ol Eurepean capilals,  He
il interviess winl huseeling,  Aristide
Briand, Baldwin, eteoand then reterped o
Adhens.  The capitlist press annennecd
al the bme thid Venizelns was “travel-
ling fay his health"—and alzn trying Lo
scoure a leas for Greeoe.

The mnext step  towards his pasl of
cstabdishing an anti-Bovict lock in the
Balkans was taken by Venizelos in the
exllimy  of an all-Ballan “eommereial
conference”™ in Atkens to dizcuss nlf
auestions iy the Balkans anmd e draw un
commercial frealics—sa {1 was said, These
wha undersland politics know what come
marcial treitics mean and what s hidden
uader the cloak of “comimerce™!

Another step i the eonstractiog el the
Balkan bloc was the enlling of <he ali
Ballan Odwsiepic gnes in Athans Dy
chodagy and sentiment play their pnres
in politics.

Alter Ahe Balkan Commercial Cander
cice Weninelos visited the Bulgarian came
tl and then procecded Lo Angara, 1he
enpitnl ol Turkey.  The Greek vogalisis
ans] part of the Pangalos spposition {1ied
to aueilize. the wisit of Venizelns 1o 7

(RS
hey i oorder to arouze Lhe people apaner
the govermneni. They iccused  Weris
zelne of “acrilicing™ Greece and of V-
rendering” everything e Turkey in the
interest of loreign imperiagisn:. They ate
teenpted to organize a coup dear e
were immediately suppressed.

Venizelas was received with the great
est honors in Angorz. by Kemal Pasha
andl A treaty of muteal newtrality was
driown up praviding that in raze of war
with “any mher power neither Greece
ner Turkey wonld attnck one annther,

This treaty lets the cat out of the bag.
Venizelos has al last socceeded in new
tralizing Twrkey in case of an  altack
against the USSR dn which the NBalkas
states will participate. After the Greene
Turkish treaty came Jugeslavia,  Here
Venizelos did not have to visit Tielgrade,
The forcign minister of Jugoslavia, Mar
inkavicl, visited Athens. Vepizclas gave
a dinner in hanor of Marinkoveh ot He-
tel Great Britain.  The Jugoslavian mir-
ister enld the Greek press that his coun-
try was “not ool oall alarmed™ at the ro
mors [allowing the Greeo-Turkish treary.
Nor was it "disturbed™ at the conference
that had 1aken place in Angora hetween
the Greek delegation and the premier af
Hunpgary, Bethlen,
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“In the Tnterests of the Civilized
States!™

Marinkavicl declared:

“The Balkan peaple are duty hound
to prove that their strupgle to form
free and iudependent  states corres-
nends with the interests of all civilized
staes. This duty awr two countrics
will not wviolate and in the cndeavor
to achieve this end, which (s 1 basis
al their policy, 1 am sure thay we can
depend on oone another.™
These few words al the Juposlavian

diplamat  explain @ gond deal.  Reth
(reece and Juposluvia  are working  in
common for the “interests of all civiliz-
ed states”, and this iz the hasis of their
policy in the Balkans  In Eurcpean di-
plomacy  “eivilized  states” means  big
capitalist-imperialist countrigs—while “un-
civilized states” means the Sowviet Union.

Adter the dinnee Vemizelos made




