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Balance Sheet of the New

In the final amalysis, the test of the
parrectnoss o falseness of a certain line,
nedicy or-tacties is in s results, T af-
ter the application of a certain policy, the
Party. is strengthened, then, abviously,
that policy was cssentially correct. T1, on
the eontrary, the movement has  heea
weakenad while objective conditions did
not become more unfavarahle then, oh-
vipusly that policy was iacorrect.

It is now fwn yesrs singe the “new
line" has been in full blonm in this coun-
try. In that period, all the “apen™, “hid-
des™ and “conciliatory”  opposition  to
this line has been “crushed.” The “excess-
€5 were discovered and climinated. The
“Jeft manifestation™  of  Copportunism’
was exposed and destroyed. Onby the
pure “line” and its pure application re-
mained.  Thoe can be no more scaper
goms [ound to assume the biame. 1M
thare are fawlis, defeats, Tailure, they rest
on the sheulders of the “new line™ and its
advocales. In these bwo years also, there
has been a continwnl extensian of the faw
arable conditions far Communist aclivi:
1y, the rcanamic crisis and severe nnem-
playment, sharpened war danger, greater
sympathy far the Sovict Unian among
large masses of workers, farmers and mid-
dle <lass elements.  The hurdens of the
tailers hawe begome heavier.  As a ennser
quenee there was a decided movement of
large masses of workers to the left. The
Party had Dbetter opportunities than had
existed for years,  And yet, what are the
resufts?
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The Party Memborship

The first place o test the prowing o7
diminshing mflluence af fthe Party, is o
the Party iteedf, U5 strenpth as an organ-
izalin.  Daes the momhership increase or
decrease?  That s the most witnl gues
tinn, I the inflnence of the Party upon
the tnnsses incroascs, then the most ad-
vanced section of these massee flock inte
the Party. Bul in the casc of the “third
perind”, we see something quite differ
ent.  Not anly has the membership of
the Party nat increased, bat it has de-
creased steadily since the “new ling”™ was
first put into effect.  Today the Party
has less members than at any time in
its history.

¥ * *

The Trade Union Wark

We next tuen to tho mnst important
field »f Party work ameng the masses—
trade unian work. Here we see a2 disas
trans sivation.  The ultradeft palicy of
dual unisnizw has nat oely resalted in
the destraction of the inlloence of the
Party in the reactionary usions, bul Tias
also destroyed whatever now unions bl
proviously aexisted. Tt us cite fow
eases,  Taday, the Trade Union Unity
Teague elaims 15,000 members for all
the unions, Leagoes and pronps afflinded
with it. Tt twe years age the Meedle
Trades Warkers Tndustrinl  Linian alene
had 15,000 members,  The Independent
Shae Warkers Unios had 5,000 The Na-
tional Textife Unian had 3,000 memlers
in New Bedfoed alone.  The National
Miners Unien had roveral thousand mem:-
bers and a tremenpdous number of fol
bowers. The Auta Warkers TTnion in Der
beit was prowing rapidly. In Aprdl
1930 the Marine Werkers Union liad
4000 members. Today  the  Marine
Workers UJnian has less than 200 mom-
lers, the MNecdle Trades Wnion has n
maximam ol 190-1L,000 members, while
the others esumerated exist oely on par
per,

In additinn to these “new’™ anians, the
Party cither cantrolled or had dominant
inflience o1 a whale series of other
wninns, oy for instance, in Wew Yoark: the
Tron Warkers Union. the Window Cean-
ers, 1he Honse Wireekers, the Uninn af
Technical Men,  Theose unions, all with
substantial  membershins,  were  either
wreeked or handed wover to the right
wing ns n veault of the false nolicies, The
case of the Amalgamaled Pnnd Warkers
is owven mare striking. Anindenendent
wnion, for years supporting the Paty in
all itz campaigns, theraly militant, with
6,000 mawhers in an impartane indostry,
conducted, under the inzpimtion of the

Party a1 wamber  of  beilliant strogr
wles lwt heranse  the  Tarly was
defeated by & small pavgin in the

auestion of afliation te the T. UL UL T,
a split was carried out, a {ew hundred
split away, and the Party lost all inflo-
encr: in this uninn!

Uohat abont the influence of the TPar
v in the reactionary unianz? Tt has heen
practically wiped out, The Uniied Mine
Warkers presents a tragic exampls,  Tn
1926.27 the lefl wing was s0 pawearfal
in v that John Braphy, the left wing
candidate, received n majority in the clee
tions {or president,  Lewis, who stole the
cleckions, as cven the Hherals adwieed,
crodited Brophy with 8,000 wates against
110,000 for himseif,  But today, the
left wing is 30 weak that when the tin:
ars in Ilisois revolted against Lewis and
split. [rom the U M. W, A, the Party
was nol ewen there to mive them leaders
ship, thus coabling a few hurecrats 1o
place themselves at the head of the maves
ment and sell it ant to Lewis. In the An-
thracite, which taday is secthing with res
wolt, with miners seeking o way tn rid
themeselves of Lewis, the Party has so i
e inflaence amonp the 150000 argan-
tzed miners, that For the first ime in the
existence of the Party, it could not gel
ciough local endorsements io put up A
Teft wing slate in ihe district electione.
The tramedy of the situation among the
miners has only repeated itself an 2 smalls
er scale in every industry. The abandon-
ment by the Party of work in the
veactinnary unions has left a clear ficld
to the hwrograts. When therank and file
move against the burocracy, they find
ne leadership and- the mavement collap:
ses. It would be intoresting, if space
were available, to take a few of the mare
impottant cities and list the A, F. of L.
lncals which the Party used to conurnl,
and which it has lost as a result of the
“now line™. A comparizon of Party anit-
ed front conferences in 1927 and 1928
with recent opes would tell the tale,

After Two Years

by Herbert Zam

In the Cooperative Movement

When we turn Lo the conperative field,
the same dismal picture presents itself,
At one dime the Party was so powerful
in the cooperative mavement that at the
natinnal conferenee of the Cooperative
Teapne of Americh it wis only a few
vates short of & majority, while at the
game time it was able to clect a majority
of the delepates to the Intevnational Co-
aperative Conpress and a wvery  strong
minority Lo the National Board, Today,
the =ame conflercnce takes place and the
Tarly has not @ single delegate. The Par-
ty's position is presented by someond
from the outside, and nol one delepate
grts up to defend the Party™s position.
The key organizolion in the conperative
mevement. in the Ulnited States, the Cene
tral Conperative Brchange of Superior,
Wis., with 20,000-25,000 individual mem-
hers, for years under the complete con-
trol of the Party and one of its great-
est sources of strength, has been lost
tien wbtaddefle policies and narrow, me-
chanieal, sectarinn methods ol work.

R
Among the Fraternal Societies
Amang the fratermal organizations al-

so, the folt wing is heing wiped out by
the sphitting policy.  Tn the Workmens

Circle, an organization of ower §0,000%

members, wherg the left wing had a fol-
lvming of 25,000 warkers, a split was en-
aincered which brake away perhiaps 5000
G000 memherz. In the Indepeadent
Warkmen's Oircle, an ormanization of
GA00-8,000 members was enntrolled by
the Party.  The unltradeflt line has nat
ooty resulted din loss of contrel, bub in
nosphic in which abene 2,000 fallowed
the et wing and the rest remained in the
orga-zation. A similar situalion ocoure
red in the reactionary Hungarfan {ratarme
al erganizatinn. A the convention in
1920, the left wing was suppovted hy
abnug ANTE of the delegaies. Tnstead of
conlining 14 worle in the oroanization,
the Party decided to split and jmin ihe
revaliionary ITungarian {raternal organ-
ization.  Less than 1,300 workers Fallow-
ed the Pary, {The orpanization had 25,
N0G-20,000 membersy,  In the Lithoan:

ian orgasizalion, where Lhe Tarty had an

Line

actual majority of the membership, but
not a clear majority At the convenion,
instead of consolidating its suppott and
overthrowing the right wing administra-
tinn, the Party decided 1o split, taking
only a Traction of its [ollowers along with
it. Unfortunately, it seems that the pres
eat leaders of the Party have learned
nothing from these events, A similar
course iz heing followed in every featerns
al arganization in which the Party has
yat any influence and more splits are in
preparation with what disastreus reslts
can he imapined.
¥ o ow
Strike Struggles

In strike strupgles the Party has met
with the same disastrous results, To con-
trast to the splendid stragples of the
nevind ol 192529 (Passaie, New Bed-
ford, the mining strike, the needle trades
strngprles, Giastonia, the shoe sivike, the
rafeteria striked, we [ind a whole serics
of strikes ending disasteously for the Par
ty: Lawrenee, Fling,  Philadelphia  and
Wew Orleans waterfront sirthes, needle
traces.  These strikes, at Hrat hailed as
greal wictaries are now admitled to have
heen disasters even by the BT L 11 Ex-

coutive.
* ¥ ¥

This gives us a bird's eye wiew of what
has become of the left wing in the Amer-
jean labnr movement, at ene time such a
powerinl factor.  In success{ul imitation
af thelir German nredecessars, Ruth Fisch-
et and Maslaw, the present leaders of sur
Party have  substituted  revolutionary
phrasenlopy  and  noisy  demonstrations
frr the basic mass worle in the orpaniza
tioas withont which a Commuonist Farey
cannat be badr

We see that the cvents themselves have
cepidinted the “now line”™, Tt has been
tested and Tonnd wanting, Tt has brought
not  success,  but lailure; oot added
steenpth, bt greaker wenkness; ot pew
allics, bt loas ol old supprrt; oot the
requisition of new forces, bue the boss of
the hest old ones, Tt s heaught the
Cammunist movement- of  the - {Tnited
States ta a very law ehl Any real im-
pravement in the position ol the Party
is today out af the question as long as
this false line rennine,

The Way Out for the Needle Wm'kerg

WHY [ JOINED THE I.L.G. W. U,

by Chas. 8. Zimmerman

T have decided ta jain the Tnternation-
al Ladies Garmeat Workers Unien. Ino
order 1o forestall misrepresentation, sln.
der and ramors which this step may hring
levth i cortain circles, 1 am here-
with [msuing a startemond seiting down the
lacts clearly o that all workers may v
derstand (he roasons Eer my aciion,
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The Struggle in the TGN

Far o netaber of yeavs there weont an
wodetcrmined fight in the T L. G0 W 1
against the right wing leaders and then
reaclionary palicies,  The climax of this
militant strugple  was the Joint Actionm
fght in which we, the left wing, won
rontral of the New Yook Joint Breard
Then the reartionnry buracrals expelled
the Joint DReard {rom the unien. Far
tarn years—- fram the end of 1926 to the
clase of 1928—we {ought againat this
expulsinn, apainst thin splitting of ow
waion by the reactionary - leadeeshin, in
a mdiitand, in an encrpelie eflorl to save
Lhe unity of the oopamaation,

In the course of this strmeele, hecause

af the expnlsian al the Joint Board, there
was ko ceffective unios left in the ficld
The hosses ook advantaze of this. Work:
ing conditians which it tnals us years te
win were Jost, weres broken down.

Ta this fight apainst the barocracy and
their vencticnary policies; the great mass
al the needle trades workers supported
the left winp.  Therefore, we decided tn
salidify our ranks by organizing a umion
tr Tight Tor and to defend Lhe folevests
af the warkers in the trade,  When the
WTWIY, was orpanised, it had rea
possibilities, a good chance to hecome the
derisive faclor in the ficld, as ¢onld be
sean from the maditant dress strike it
waned in the beginping of 1939,
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A Change of Line

I the same year, a number af new
developments and spnificant events oc
carret]l which ehanged the situation en-
tirely.  First ol all, tewartls the middle
of 1929 the N, T. W, 1. I7, made a sharp
hreak with the factics so suecessfully pur
el by the left wing far years.  Thi:
pew course split the ranks ef the lefi
wing, Many active rank and {ile wark-
ers were eliminated and removed frem
all activities in the N, T, W. I. U. All
lrade nnion democracy was wiped out n
the organization.  Thus the Tndusicial
Unine wis seriously  weakensd  and its
fighting capacity undermined. Then, thro
the sa-called  dloak-makers Matrike™ o
Tuly 1920, the reactionary burocrats fore:
cd st of the cloak malers to jain Lhe |
vight wing wion. The T L. G. WAL
hecarse the anly unian jn the field =o
fnr as the cloakmakers were concerned.
Tn Fehmary 1930, a similar so-called
“siiilee’ was called among the dressmak-
ers and thonsands of these workers were
thus compelied 1o join the tight wing
unian.

The N. T. W. . 11, leadership, eon-
tinning its false policies, relused o face
facts as they are, reflused to recnpnize the
changed situation.  Tnstead of paining
gronad, the N, T, % I 17, seon bepan
to Iose all the way down the line, Al
this point we proposed that the N T W,
1. U adopt the policy al hailding an ar
ganized Ieft wing in the conservalive
unions, in thase organizalions where the
mass of needle trades workers were to he

found. Qur propasal \of this constructive

-

peticy of organizing a lelt wing withio the
right wing anjans was met anly with
sneers, donunciations, and slander.

: X ¥

The TLogic of the False Course

The logic of the whele wronng corse
al the ™. T W, 1. U was seen i als
recent dress strike which was o flac [ail-
nee, This stetke showed only all too
painfully  that  the emptly, Dbombastic
phrazes of the N T, W. L U, went nver
the hends ol the masses of waikers andd
ditint in the lfeast {nspite them or sty
thew te action. - The inevitable dizasiar
rame. Today, the M. T. W. I. U. has
Lecame only a swall propaganda group.
Today, the W, T, W, T, UL can't de a
thing te improve the conditions ofthe
warkers and cannal  therelore  [umction
ns a tnion,

Taday, the right wing wnion, tho it
has the masses in its fold, deecs not and
cannot  firht far the conditions of the
workers heease of the chass-enllaboration
policics of its lendership, hecanse it s
pontealled by buracrats whose reactionay
policies oaly stifle the union.  That's
why the mass of workers inothe 0L G
WU are so dissatisficd, sa discowrnged,
and anactive.  That's why they are nm
highting against the buraeracy and the
kasses, nal fighting {or helter ennditions,
Disillusionment and demaralization linve

Creplaced the militancy whiclh has hitliertn |

alwavs prevailed  in the ranks  of thcl
necdle wades workers.,
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The Wavr Que

But there 3s & way ot of this deplor-
ahle sitnation {or the needle trades work:
ers. What haz ko he dang is to revive
the fighting spirit of 1he workers, to ma-
hilize thews for stroggle against the boss-
es and the burocracy. Only the Telt wing
wrrleers canr arnuse  Uheme Lo militant
action,  Therefore, it is the duty of!
every left wing worker to join the I, L.
G, W. L lor the purpose of building
up this unien inte a powerful weapon
in,the hands of the workers against (he
hisses—to fight for one mighty union in |
the industry. . I

Vo is for all these reasons that T hawe
decided 1o join the I. L. G, W, U, That,
is why T will help in cvery way to work:
far a tnilitant elass strupple program for,
tae union, to {ight amainst the reaction-
aries and the basses, and for one prwerful
needle trades nnjon in the iadustry, T
Bebicve it is now the duly of ewvery mili-
tant. every left wing worker, cvery elass
congeious necdle trades worker, to join
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T HE =eneral decline in industrial

activities 75 continuing,  Steel output

44,
dropped to a new low for the present

has fallen to

Car-loadings
crisis,  Electric power output contin-
ues its dowpward trend. The decline

in automebile praduction is mere than
seasonal. The “blue chip™ stocks are
still Falling, with the U, 5, Stecl be-




