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To the Bolshevik-Leninists of the U.S.S.R. WORLD OF LABOR
G. S., Los Angeles—

Q uestion: W hat is the program  o f the “ W eisbord- 
ites ”  and where do they d iffe r from  the Communist 
League?

A nsw er: A  complete answer to th is  question is 
outside of the lim its  of th is  column. The m atter can 
on ly be skimmed over here.

W eisbord’s v iew po in t and statements are in  such a 
state of flux  th a t i t  is not always easy to te ll ju s t 
where he disagrees w ith  anybody. Among other 
th ings we believe his present a ttitude  tow ard the 
class na ture  of the Soviet state is false and con tra­
d ic to ry  : we disagree w ith  his rid icu lous approach to 
the question of the general s tr ik e ; and we decidedly 
object to his fa ls ify in g  and d is to rting  our position in 
general. W hether or not he disagrees w ith  us on the 
Negro question cannot be stated r ig h t now since la t­
est reports ind ica te th a t he is chang ing his form er 
position, and, o f course, our position w il l  become 
offic ia l on ly a fte r the end of our coming N ationa l 
Convention.

However, the main differences between us and 
W eisbord springs from  the fact tha t he is an in d i­
v idua l w ith  whom the League finds i t  impossible to 
deal. One must have had the experience o f the New 
Y ork comrades du ring  the past fo u r years to quite 
appreciate th is. The latest expression of th is  is in 
W eisbord’s characterization of us as "L e ft,  fake, 
cen tris ts .”  Even i f  there were no differences o f a 
program m atic nature, i t  w ou ld  be d iff ic u lt to have 
harmonious re lations w ith  an in d iv id u a l whose en­
t ire  a ttitud e  towards you is marked by d is loya lty .

To relieve us o f any possible charge of having 
dis to rted W eisbord’s view poin t, i t  would be best, i f  
the question is o f sufficient im portance to you, tha t 
you get his approach firs t hand.

» *  *

Q uestion: How was the vote fo r  the settlement of 
the firs t M inneapolis truck  d rive rs ’ s trike  taken?

A nsw er: We are in form ed by comrades who were 
in  M inneapolis at the tim e tha t the fo llow ing  took 
p la ce : The terms of the settlement were introduced 
by the s tr ik e  leadership w ith  a recommendation for 
acceptance, the firs t vote being taken by shouting 
"aye”  or “ no” . There was some opposition to the 
term s proposed and as a resu lt of the method of 
vo ting  and the ensuing confusion, i t  was d ifficu lt tc 
determ ine how the m atte r stood. A fte r a thorough 
check up on union membership by elected te lle rs  the 
workers who had been sent out to secure complete 
au then tic ity  o f the ba llo t were requested to re turn  
where a hand vote was taken.

Q uestion: W as the agreement about union recog­
n itio n  w r itte n  or verbal?

A nsw er: W ritten .
Q uestion: D id  Local 574 consult the other unions, 

some o f whom were s t i l l  com ing out on s tr ike  be­
fore ca llin g  off the strike?

A nsw er: There were no unions coming out at the 
tim e the settlement was made, the bu ild in g  trades 
having come out some tim e before. There was no 
consulta tion o f the unions by local 574 and none 
was needed, the m atter resting en tire ly  w ith  574.

*  *  •

A.M .D ., B ronx—
Q uestion: W hat is  the t ru th  o f the statement made 

by S ta lin is ts  th a t i t  was necessary to support Chiang 
Kai-shek in  the Chinese revo lu tion  of 1927 because 
he fough t against im peria lism ?

Answ er: T h is  is the offic ia l S ta lin is t a lib i. T ro tsky 
long ago replied to th is  as fo llow s ( "D ra f t  P ro­
gram  ot  the C. I., a C ritic ism  of Fundam entals” ) : 
". . . Chiang K a i shek, says the E.C.C.I. . . fought 
against im peria lism . To im agine th is  means to see 
facts in  too b r i l l ia n t  a lig h t. Chiang Kai-shek waged 
w a r against the Chinese m ilita r is ts , the agents of 
ONE o f the im p e ria lis t powers. Th is is not qn itt 
the same as to wage a w a r against im peria lism . Even 
Tang Pin-san Understood th is . In  his report to t in  
Seventh P lenum o f the E.C.C.I. ( it  was a t the end of 
1926) Tang Pin-san characterised the po licy of the 
K uom in tang  center headed by Chiang Kai-shek at 
fo llo w s :

“  ‘ In  the sphere o f in te rna tiona l po licy i t  occupies 
a passive position in the fu l l  meaning of tha t word. 
I t  Is inclined to figh t on ly against B r it is h  im p e ria l­
ism ; so fa r  ns the Japanese Im peria lists, however 
are concerned, i t  is under ce rta in  conditions read} 
to make a compromise w ith  them.’ (S tenographii 
Report o f the Seventh Plenum.)

“ The a ttitu d e  of the K uom in tang  to im peria lism  
was from  the very outset not revo lu tiona ry  bu t op­
po rtun is tic  through and through. I t  endeavored tc 
d rive  out the agents o f some im p eria lis t powers so 
as to compromise la te r w ith  the same or other im ­
pe ria lis t powers on more favorable terms fo r the 
Chinese bourgeoisie. T ha t is a ll. . . .”

Your le tte r Indicates th a t you have not read either 
the above-quoted w ork  o r the “ Problems o f the Chin­
ese R evolu tion” . Read these by a ll means fo r a clear 
p ic tu re  and understand ing of th is  great h is to rica l 
event.

Q uestion: W hat is the basis fo r  the S ta lin is t asser­
tion  tha t the p rac tica l organization o f the October 
Revolu tion was in the hands o f S ta 'in , since such 
statement contrad icts p ra c tica lly  a l l the known 
facts?

A nsw er: I t  is almost incred ib le tha t such a con­
ten tion  should he advanced and yet S ta lin  does i t  in 
order to support his fab le  of the Russian Revolution 
“ headed by Len in  and S ta lin ” . As proof reference 
is made to the Bolshevik P arty  Centra l Committee 
m inutes of October 16, 1917 w hich nobody remem­
bered up to 1924. A t th is  m eeting i t  was voted to 
create a m il ita ry  revo lu tiona ry  center, w h ich  in ­
cluded S ta lin , and which was to become a pa rt of 
the revo lu tiona ry  Soviet committee which organized 
the insurrection . Th is la tte r  body, under the name 
of the M il ita ry  R evolu tionary Committee, was headed 
by T ro tsky. B y leaving off tha t p a rt o f the resolu­
tion  which made the committee to which he was 
elected a subordinate one, S ta lin  attem pts to make 
i t  appear tha t he was the “ p ra c tica l”  organizer of 
the insurrec tion  since T ro tsky  was not a member of 
th is  low er body. In  a c tu a lity  th is  committee did 
not function, even in  a subordinate role, the m ilita ry  
Revolu tionary Committee doing a ll the work.

F o r a detailed account o f th is  and o ther fa ls ifica ­
tions by S ta lin  see the appendix to  the th ird  volume 
o f T ro tsky ’s “ H is to ry  of the Russian Revolu tion” , 
where the m inutes o f the above-mentioned meeting 
and other docum entary evidence are presented.

P IO N E E R  NOTES
The latest moves by Japan in  the F a r E a s t; its  

threatened seizure o f the Chinese Eastern R a ilro a d ; 
its  recu rren t th rea ts  to the Soviet Union indica te 
again how im m inent the next w ar is. W ith  the 
w ealth o f experience le ft  us by the events of 1914- 
1918 there is no need fo r  any revo lu tion is t to be 
caught o ff guard when i t  comes. The tersest and' at 
the same tim e the m ost comprehensive statement of 
the  M arx ian  position on W ar and the figh t against 
i t  is  contained in  th a t inva luab le  l i t t le  pamphlet—  
“ W ar and the F ou rth  In te rn a tio n a l.”  We can say 
w ith o u t fea r o f con trad ic tion  th a t th is  Is the w ork 
in  a l l the volumes w ritte n  on the subject in  recent 
tim es th a t th row s a searchlight over the whole prob­
lem and points the way to the w o rk ing  class No 
revo lu tionary, no class conscious w orker can afford 
to  be w ith ou t it .  I t  sells fo r 10 cents a copy, 7 cents 
in  bundles o f five o r more. I t  can be obtained at 
Pioneer Publishers 84 E  10th Street, N. Y. C.

Dear Comrades,
For a long tim e the S ta lin is ts  

prepared Rakovsky’s cap itu la tion  
as a decisive blow. And now, only 
several months la te r, i t  is proved 
tha t the blow has m isca rried : 
among the thousands, in  the U.S.
S.R., who are imprisoned, exiled, 
expelled from  the p a rty  and de­
prived o f bread, tw o o r three tired  
veterans fo llowed R akovsky; in  the 
rest o f the w orld— not a single 
man. And th a t despite the e x tra ­
o rd in a rily  d iff ic u lt s itua tion  o f the 
Bolshevik-Len in is ts  against whom 
the S ta lin is ts  un ite  w ith  w o rld  re­
action in  order to pursue and 
aound them.

The p rinc ip a l argum ent of the 
cap itu la tion  is at the same tim e 
the p rinc ip a l proof of the p o litica l 
inconsistency o f the cap itu la tors. 
The vic torious offensive of Fas­
cism, requires, according to Ra- 
Kovsky, the u n ity  o f " a ll forces”  
fo r the defense o f the Soviet pow­
er. B u t the question is : how to 
resist the v ic to rious  offensive of 
the reaction and how to safeguard 
the Soviet power? S tn lin  declared 
tha t the social democracy and fas­
cism were Siamese tw ins. On th is  
basis the un ited fro n t was irrevoc­
ably condemned. Tw o days before 
the v ic to ry  o f H it le r  the C. 1. 
stated th a t the p ro le ta rian  revolu- 
iou in  Germany was trave llin g  

fu l l  steam ahead to v ic to ry . I t  
presented the uncontested estab­
lishm ent o f the fascist d ic ta to rsh ip  
in the most industria lized nation of 
Europe as "the  acceleration o f the 
p ro le ta rian  revo lu tion ” . The pol­
icy of the German Communist pa rty  
oefore, d u rin g  and a fte r the Fas­
cist coup d'eta t was declared be­
yond reproach. By means o f such 
deception and such crimes a s itua ­
tion chock fu l l  o f revo lu tiona ry  
possib ilities was lost in  Germany. 
D uring  the years 1929 and 1933 the 
C. I. prepared and s truck  such a 
blow to Soviet power and to the 
w orld  revo lu tion tha t in  com pari­
son, the economic successes of the 
U.S.S.R. are relegated to second 
and th ird  place. Rakovsky did  not 
even attem pt to answer the ques­
tion : was the policy o f S ta lin - 
Thaelm ann in  the great class bat­
tles correct o r fa ta l?  Whoever 
substitutes faw n ing  before the bu­
reaucracy, its  errors and crimes, 
fo r the defense of the h is to ric  in ­

terests o f the evolution can hope 
fo r  noth ing from  the Bolshevik- 
Lenin ists but w e ll deserved scorn.

When the waters o f Fascism 
rose up to the C. l . ’s neck in 
France, frightened, i t  accomplished 
in  several days, i f  not in  several 
hours a tu rn  unprecedented in  po­
li t ic a l h is to ry, cast off the theory 
of social fascism lik e  a d ir ty  rag, 
recognized— and in  w hat a vu lgar 
meushevik fo rm  !— the defense o f 
democracy, the united fro n t w ith  
the social democracy, proclaimed 
not on ly  as a superior but as a 
unique precept, in  wh ich they tac­
it ly  sacrifice the revo lu tionary 
tasks and the c r it ic is m  o f re fo rm ­
ism. W ith  an appa lling  cynical 
a ttitud e  towards ideas, these gen­
tlemen no longer accuse us of ad­
vocating the “ counter revo lu tion ­
ary un ited fro n t w ith  the tops”  but 
o f lack ing  a " lo y a l”  regard fo r  the 
leadership by attem pting to u tilize  
the un ited fro n t in order to streng­
then t l i -  ro o lu t io n a ry  w ing at the 
expense of the social democracy. 
W hat can th is  "p lunge in to  the 
vo id" s ign ify?

Moscow, understands, i t  seems, 
tha t the increase o f tractors 
alone, not on ly does not solve the 
problems of socalism, but does not 
even assure the existence of the 
Soviet state. Even H one were to 
believe fo r  a moment tha t a com­
plete socia list society w i l l  be b u ilt  
in  the U.S.S.R. in  the next fou r or 
five years, i t  is s t i l l  impossible to 
close one’s eyes to the fac t tha t 
fascism obtains its  cannibal v ic ­
tories in increasing ly shorter in te r­
vals. I t  is unnecessary to exp la in 
the consequences th a t the fasciza- 
tion  of a ll Europe would have on 
“ socialism  in  one coun try”  du ring  
the next twelve or tw en ty -fo u r 
months. Hence the jjan ic  among 
the leaders of the bureaucracy. 
Hence the te legraphic o rd e r; per­
form  a 180 degree tu rn , and cam­
ouflage i t  w ith  a new barrage of 
slander-gas against the “ T ro tsky ­
is ts ”  !

By means o f such procedure the 
bureaucracy now has an un lim ited  
dom ination over the C. I . ;  bu t at 
the same tim e  the C. I .  is losing 
the esteem and confidence of the 
w ork ing  masses. The tu rn  in 
France was accomplished w ith o u t 
a semblance o f discussion o r c r i t i ­
cism. The members o f the French

Herbert Zam Quits the 
Lovestone Group

The Lovestone group, both in te r­
na tiona lly  and at home, marches 
from  trium p h  to tr iu m p h ! As a 
w orld -w ide R ight w ing reaction to 
the more obvious fo llies  of the 
S ta lin is t " th ird  period” , i t  f irs t 
iwept along thousands, and per- 
hups tens o f thousands, o f Commu­
nist workers, and not the w orst 
among them. Its  hopeless position 
determ ined its  own d is in tegra tion . 
Its  pow erfu l Czechoslovakian sec­
tion cap itu la ted m iserably to the 
2nd In te rna tiona l, w h ile  a sm all 
section in  the German-speaking 
.ands moved to the Bolshevik-Len­
inists. Its  I ta lia n  “ section”  (Ser- 
ra ) went the way o f the Czech, 
its  Hollanders, under W ijnkoop, 
craw led back to the S ta lin is t flesh- 
pots. I ts  w h ite  hope in France es­
tablished the "P a rty  o f P ro le tarian  
U n ity ”  fo r  the capture o f p a r lia ­
m entary sinecures, and the Brand- 
le rites had to disown them, too. 
Its  w h ite  hope in Spain, M aurin, 
was too w ily  to t ie  his ca rt to a 
shooting star. The big prestige 
and fo llow ing  i t  enjoyed in  the 
Scandinavian countries completely 
disappeared, fo llow ing  the break 
w ith  the strong Swedish section. 
A ll tha t remains o f the socalled 
I.C.O. ( “ In te rn a tio n a l Communist 
Opposition” ) is the broken fram e 
of the B ran d le r group in  Germany, 
begging p iteously fo r readmission 
in to  the S ta lin tern , and the A m er­
ican Lovestoneites.

L ife  has been no bed of roses fo r  
the la tte r. S ta rtin g  out w ith  hun­
dreds o f members and func tiona r­
ies from  the offic ia l pa rty  in  New 
York alone, i t  has dw indled to  an 
essentially local movement w ith  no 
influence outside the c ity . C apitu­
la tion to S ta lin ism  has vied w ith  
splits and sp litle ts  in  o ther d irec- 
ions. The notorious B e rt M ille r  

and his friends eventua lly landed 
in the camp of F a the r Cox’s L ib ­
erty  pa rty . Others went over to 
the Am erican W orkers Party . G it- 
low, second-in-command, b r o k e  
away w ith  a group of fo llowers, 
ook a b ig  step fo rw a rd  from  S ta l­

in ism  by advocating a new revo lu­
tion a ry  party , and then fe ll v ic tim  
of the contrad ictions in  his position 
carried  over from  Lovestoneism.

Now another break has occurred. 
Herbert Zam, founding member o f 
'he Communist pa rty . Young Com­
m unist League, and in  1929, of the 
Lovestone group, a member o f its  
leading com m ittee a ll the tim e, has 
sent in  his resignation w ith  an 
open le tte r to the membership ex­
p la in ing  his position. H av ing  ta k ­
en a stand in  favo r o f new parties 
throughout the w orld  (except in  
the Soviet U n io n !) a fte r the shock­
ing collapse o f S ta lin ism  in  Ger­
many, Zam met w ith  the fu rious 
resistance o f the group’s Elders, 
whose perspectives is bounded on 
every side by an a r t fu l hope o f 
(trace a t the hand o f S talin ism . I f  
he was not expelled, i t  was on ly  to 
“ avo id a scandal” ; he was sup­

pressed, however, thus pe rm itting  
the E lders to  boast so loud ly  about 
the "u na n im ity  of the group” . 
Zam’s departure followed. E x ­
cerpts from  the statement which he 
is c ircu la tin g  show some o f the 
reasons fo r the d is in tegra tion  and 
inevitab le  suicide o f the Lovestone 
sect.

“ I w r ite  th is  a fte r hearing the 
report o f our In te rn a tio n a l repre­
sentative tha t the A lsa tian  section 
o f the I.C.O., the Communist P arty  
of Alsace, has been expelled. T h is  
was the strongest section of the 
I.C.O. a fte r the Swedish party, 
w h ich was s im ila r ly  expelled some 
months ago. The expulsion o f the 
A lsa tian  section m arks one o f the 
m a jo r steps in  the d is in tegra tion  
of the I.C.O.. w h ich has today been 
reduced p ra c tica lly  to the German 
and Am erican groups, thus g iv ing  
substance to the charge o f our op­
ponents tha t the I.C.O. is on ly  a 
‘B randler-Lovestone faction '. The 
I.C.O. as an international factor no 
longer exists. S ta rting  out w it l i 
such great promise, i t  has passed 
in to  h is to ry, a v ic tim  o f w rong 
methods o f w ork  and o f leadership, 
o f in a b ility  to reorientate itse lf 
when new con trad ic tions and new 
problems came to the fore.”

A fte r showing th a t the prevalent 
view  in  his group was tha t some 
great event would b ring  the S ta l­
in is ts  to  sanity, th a t th is  event oc­
curred in  Germany but produced 
no effect upon the bureaucracy, 
tha t the on ly  way genuine revolu­
tiona ry . u n ity  can be effected is by 
assembling the revo lu tion is ts  ou t­
side the 3rd In te rna tiona l, Zam 
con tinues:

“ In  the last year the group has 
moved backward, not fo rw a rd , in  
its  po litica l orien ta tion. I t  is not 
accidental tha t on all new ques­
tions the I.C.O. finds its e lf in  sub­
s ta n tia l agreement w ith  the Com­
in te rn. The I.C.O. and the Com­
in te rn  agree in  the condemnation 
o f a l l groups desiring new Commu­
n is t parties as ‘C entris t’ and ‘coun­
te r-revo lu tiona ry ’ ; the I.C.O. and 
the Com intern agree tha t on ly the 
Russian C.P.’s adherence can make 
a revo lu tiona ry  in te rna tiona l gen­
uine ( ‘Even i f  there were a new 
Communist pa rty  in  every cap ita l­
is t coun try  there could not be a 
new In te rn a tion a l w ithou t the Rus­
sian p a rty— ’, W o lfe ) ; the I.C.O. 
has retreated from  its  previous es­
tim a te  o f the T ro tsky  movement 
and today agrees w ith  the Comin­
te rn  as to its  ‘counter-revo lu tion­
a ry ’ cha racte r; the I.C.O. and the 
Com intern are in  complete agree­
ment in  th e ir  condemnation of the 
L e ft  w ing inside the Socialist 
movement as ‘fake ’ ; the German 
group (b u t not the Am erican 
group) approves the shameful 
hero-cu lt w h ich  is being developed 
in  the Soviet Union nnd th rough­
out the C o m in te rn ; the Am erican 
group (b u t not the German group) 
has become one of the most m ill-

p a rty  sim plv awoke to find out tha t 
today i t  was necessary to ca ll the 
tru th  w hat had yesterday been 
called a lie. Such a regime, de­
clare the Itakovskys and the Sos- 
novskys, is to the "c re d it”  of S ta l­
in ! We th in k  th a t such a regime 
is the m is fortune o f the revo lu­
tion. in  any case the cap itu la tors 
should, a t least, make clear to w hat 
extent they have cap itu la ted ; to 
yesterday's policy of S ta lin-Thael- 
maun, which brought such happy 
results? or before the d irec tly  op­
posite po licy of S talin-Cachin in 
France today? B u t the cap itu la ­
tors do not dare make a choice. 
They have cap itu lated not to a 
policy, but to the bureaucracy!

in  the last ten years the policy 
of the C .l. perm itted the Second 
In te rn a tion a l to re trieve its  dom i­
nant position in  the w o rk ing  class. 
O f course, the crisis, m isery, reac­
tionary  gangsterism, the approach 
of a new war, v io len tly  push d iffe r 
cut groups of workers towards the 
sections o f the C. I .  B u t these su­
perfic ia l and ephemeral “ successes” 
caused by the s itua tion  do not at 
a ll correspond to the p o litica l s itu ­
ation  and to its  g igan tic  tasks. The 
German Communist pa rty  had in ­
com parably greater "successes”  up 
to the end o f its  legal existence 
but th a t d id  not save i t  from  an 
ignom inious cdlapse.

W ith in  the parties of the Second 
In te rn a tion a l, whose leadership is 
a reflection o f its  miserable and 
infamous o rien ta tion , there is at 
th is  moment a process of rad ica liz - 
a tion o f the masses. The regime 
of the C. I., the "som ersaults”  of 
the S ta lin is t bureaucracy, the cyn­
icism of its  means and methods, 
constitu te  now the p rinc ip le  ob­
stacle on the road to the revo lu­
tion a ry  education and sc l'd ifica tion  
of the pro le ta rian  vanguard. How ­
ever, w ith o u t the m ob iliza tion  of 
the worke’-s— not on'.v fo r parades 
and meetings, but fo r  decisive 
struggle, w ith ou t correct leader­
ship, fusing revo lu tiona ry  in tra ns i- 
geance w ith  Len in is t realism , the 
v ic to ry  of Fascism w i l l  come in 
France w ith  the same in e v ita b ility  
as in  Germany. W hat w i l l  remain 
then o f the theory o f “ socialism  in 
one cou n try "?  No more than re­
mains today o f the theory of "so­
c ia l fascism” .

The Bolshevik-Lenin ists w i l l  not

capitu late, but on the con tra ry, 
w n l redouble th e ir efforts. The 
Sociaiisi workers ought now to be­
come tne p rinc ip le  arena o f the ir 
ac tiv ity . I t  is necessary to ex- 
p.a in the issues to th e m ; more pre­
cisely to side by side w ith  them to 
find a road to the revo lu tion. I t  is 
on ly taus tha t the Communist 
workers can be to rn  from  the vise 
o f the bureaucracy and not only 
un ity  of action in  the struggle 
against fascism be assured but also 
iue creation o f a tru ly  revo lu tion­
ary pa rty  o f the masses, a section 
of the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l which 
w ill lead the p ro le ta ria t to the 
conquest of power.

Dear F riends! Your comrades in 
arms in  ad the countries of the 
world know the d ifficu lt, inhum an 
conditions you endure under the 
•Stalinist bureaucracy. They have 
only respect fo r  the firmness which 
.he m a jo rity  of you have shown in 
.ue face of new repressions, new 
calumnies, new betrayals. No, you 
oave not cap itu lated in  spite of ev­
eryth ing. On the con tra ry, you 
oave before you a grand revolu- 
.ionary mission to perform . You 
have a du ty to place, insofar as 
possible, before the advanced w o rk­
ers of the U.S.S.R. the problems o f 
itie  in te rna tiona l revo lu tion now 
monopolized by the M anuilskys, the 
Kuusinens, the I ’ ia tn itskys, the 
Losovskys and the other th ird  and 
f ifth  ra te  irresponsib le func tiona r­
ies.

B o lshev ik-Len in is ts ! The devel­
opment of Europe and the entire  
world is now entering a c r it ic a l 
scuge, in  which the fate o f Europe 
and the in te rna tiona l revo lu tion 
w ill be decided fo r a whole h is to r­
ica l epoch. We w il l  now b ring  to 
the masses the revo lu tiona ry  les­
sons tha t we assim ilated in  a dozen 
years o f struggle against the 
cen tris t bureaucracy (S ta lin ism ). 
Step by step, we w il l  po in t the way 
to them.

FOR T H E  D E FE N S E  OF T H E  
U.S.S.R.!

FOR T H E  W O R LD P R O LE TA ­
R IA N  R E V O LU TIO N  !

FOR T H E  FO U R TH  IN T E R N A ­
T IO N A L  !

— Foreign Representatives of 
the Russian Bolshevik- 
Leninists.

tau t apologists fo r  the fa ilu re  of 
ll ie  German C.P. to organize a real 
tigh t against H it le r ’s assumption of 
power; the German group (bu t not 
rhe Am erican group) agrees w ith  
the Com intern in  its  opposition to 
the fo rm ation  of a Farm er-Labor 
pa rty  in  the United States; the I. 
C.O. and the Com intern both agree 
in  th e ir sectarian a ttitud e  to the 
•Centrist’ parties and organizations 
and on the necessity of w o rk ing  
fo r th e ir  destruction ra the r than 
th i ' ir  conversion to Communism. 
The I.C.O. developed fo r  the Com­
in te rn  the ‘August B lock’ theory 
which grants the Com intern the 
monopoly on revo lu tiona ry  in te g ri­
ty .”

Zam's notes on the in te rna l re­
gime in  th is  " In te rn a tio n a l”  of 
crusaders fo r pa rty  democracy re­
veal th a t B randler-Thnlhe im er, in  
B e rlin  or in  exile, d iffe r l i t t le  from  
the S tiu in  Secretaria t. In  the 
American g ioup, the p ic ture is no 
more a llu r in g :

" In  our own group discussion be­
fore the last convention (whatever 
discussion there was) name-calling 
became the main weapon of the 
m a jo rity  ( ‘C en tris t’, ‘T ro ts k y is t’, 
‘social democrat', etc.) ; the leader­
ship was anxious not to convince 
the membership of the proposed 
policies, but to stampede or even 
in tim ida te  it ,  in to  accepting them. 
Cheap po litica l tr ic k e ry  was resort­
ed to a t the convention itse lf, and 
the new N a tiona l Committee was 
elected on a most fac tiona l basis, 
p ractica lly  exclud ing a ll but a s in­
gle  representative o f the m in o rity  
from  pa rtic ipa tion  in  the leader­
ship of the group. A  practice was 
developed o f presenting new po li­
cies firs t to the outside w orld  as 
the policies o f the group, and then 
asking the group to pass upon them 
when the group had already been 
com m itted to them. Leading spokes­
men o f the group took i t  upon 
themselves, as ind iv idua ls , to ex­
pound views w h ich  had been fo r­
m ally  rejected by the group (Love­
stone a t open meeting on Socialist 
p a rty  convention). Comrades who 
were in  agreement w ith  the m ino r­
ity , o r otherw ise in  disaccord w ith  
the Bureau m a jo rity , were squeezed 
out of w o rk  in  the group, o r out 
o f the group altogether ( Ruben- 
stein, Conner, Jones). Of Internal 
party democracy, only the form re- 
mained, the substance was discard­
ed just as surely as had been the 
case in 1929.

“ A ll th is  was done because the 
m a jo rity  o f the leadership of the 
group stood in deadly fea r o f a 
re jection o f its  policies by the 
membership, and because i t  was 
desirous of m aking a ‘clean’ ap- 
pearance in  the eyes of the official 
C. P. and Com intern leadership.”

He is leaving his group, con­
cludes Zam, “ because I am a revo­
lu tion is t, because I  w an t to con tin ­
ue to w ork  effectively fo r  revo lu­
tiona ry  w o rk ing  class u n ity ; be­
cause I w ant to  help bu ild  a real, 
w orld -w ide , un ited Communist In ­
terna tional. . .”

To the M arx is t, po litics  finds ex­
pression on ly th rough organization. 
How, by w hat instrum ent, does 
Zam propose to effect the estab­

lishm ent o f the genuine Commun­
ist In te rnationa l?  On th is  score, 
not a word is uttered. I f  the G it- 
low  inc ident has more than a fleet 
lug importance, i t  lies not so much 
in his break w ith  the Lovestone 
group, as in  the b r ie f and fu t ile  
career o f the group w h ich  G itlow  
form ed a fte r  the break, the ex is t­
ence o f w h ich— never more than 
shadowy— is now a m atter o f con­
cern on ly to a p o litica l coroner. 
Because a revo lu tion is t is not an 
adventurer, his choice in po litics 
is extrem ely restricted. A fte r his 
breach w ith  Lovestone, G itlow  
thought he could avoid m aking the 
choice. He fa iled  to draw  the log­
ica l conclusions o f the advance he 
made. I l is  in a b ility  to th in k  the 
problem out. to the very end, m an i­
fested its e lf  in  his quaking fear of 
"T ro tsky ism ” , th a t is, o f the  bold, 
consistent princip les of revo lu tion ­
ary  M arxism . A fte r  the firs t few 
gingerly approaches, he leaped 
back. He has been moving to the 
R ight ever since. On a d iffe rent 
scale, but essentia lly o f the same 
gender, the Frenchm an D o rio t has 
trave lled the same road, w ith  the 
resu lt that he too is now toboggan­
ing down the C entris t s lide to the 
camp of the R igh t wing. I t  is 
w orth  w h ile  pondering over such 
lessons. . . .

Zam is now at the crossing of the 
currents. He is free  to s trike  out 
vigorously to one side o r another. 
In view o f the d irection  from  
which he has come, there are rea lly  
but two currents w ith  w h ich  he 
can go. One w il l  relentlessly im ­
pel h im  to the social democracy, 
and his resistance w i l l  on ly be d im ­
inished and eventually e lim inated 
by the illus ion  tha t, as a single 
revo lu tion is t, sa iling  w ithou t ban­
ner or rudder, unsustained by the 
collective physical and ideological 
co llabora tion of co-th inkers, he 
w i l l  be able to achieve his goal 
(the new In te rn a tion a l) on re form ­
is t shores. The other w i l l  b ring 
h im  to rhe camp o f organized 
M arxism , which, whatever the 
inarch ing route tha t objective con­
d itions may indica te to it ,  always 
proceeds w ith  a banner collective ly 
worked out and borne a lo ft, a 
c lea rly  understood stra teg ic  goal, 
a tra ined arm y nnd s ta ff— a ll of 
w h ich make its  blows a hundred 
times more effective.

There is the choice. I t  is not 
the easiest one in  the wor!d to 
make. The genuine revo lu tion is t, 
however, w i l l  not choice wrongly.

— M . S.
*  *  »

P.S. As th is  goes to press, we 
learn from  w hat appears to be an 
au tho rita tive  source tha t Zam, and 
i t  is  added, G itlow , are about to 
jo in  the Socialist pa rty . H aving 
landed in  a b lind  alley, they have 
taken the counsel of desperation. 
Confronted w ith  the choice which 
a revo lu tion would not have found 
d iff ic u lt to make, they have taken 
the w rong course. We record i t  
nnd pass on.

O RDER A B U N D LE  OF M IL I ­
TA N TS—ONE CENT PER COPY.

W ELCOM E! PO LISH  YO UTH
Greetings to the Young Lenin ists o f Poland. We 

have learned through the organ of our Belg ian 
Youth Section, la  V o ix  des Jeunes, of the adherence 
o f an im portan t group of young revo lu tionaries to 
the youth section of the in te rna tiona l Communist 
League. Up t i l l  Ju ly  they were an opposition force 
w ith in  the S ta lin is t organization. A  fundam ental 
discussion on the basic problems of the workers’ 
movement took place w ith in  th e ir  ranks and a fte r a 
national conference of the group they decided in  
favor o f a new revo lu tionary youth in te rna tiona l fo r 
the youth and a F ourth  In te rna tiona l. The fo llow ­
ing is pa rt of a le tte r to the In te rn a tion a l Secretar­
ia t o f the Young Lenin ists in  which they apply fo r 
adm ission:

“ O ur conference has unanim ously decided in  favor 
o f the F ourth  In te rn a tion a l and has changed the 
name of the organization. . . . O ur organization 
numbers around 130 m ilita n ts  in W arsaw and sev­
eral groups in  other cities. . . . O ur organ ization is 
fo r the most pa rt composed of Jews because we have 
had our o rig in  in  the S ta lin is t organization which in  
Warsaw is in  large m a jo rity  composed of Jews. . . . 
We also have a group of in te llectua ls (30 comrades)
. . . We hope, and doubtless you do too, tha t your 
collabora tion becomes a lever fo r  the development 
o f our section. . . . We hope tha t w ith  your aid we 
w il l  become the vanguard of the young workers of 
Poland.”

« *  *

M E N S H E V IK S  IN  T H E  OPEN W IT H  T H E  
GRACE OF S TA LIN

Every new event serves to prove tha t S talin ism  
weakens the d ic ta to rsh ip  o f the p ro le ta ria t. The 
la test is the pub lica tion  in  l’Humanite, C. P. organ, 
and Le Populaire, S. P. organ in  France of a le tte r 
from  a group of Russian mensheviks in  Kazan greet­
ing the united fron t. Th is le tte r could not have ap­
peared outside o f Russia w ith ou t the au thoriza tion  
of the Soviet Government and therefore o f the po li­
tica l bureau o f the Communist party. I t  is the firs t 
legal m anifestation of a menshevik group in  the U.S. 
S.R. In the early days o f the Soviet Republic the 
Mensheviks placed themselves on the side o f the 
w h ite  guards and the im peria lis t in te rven tion. They 
sided w ith  the counter-revolution and therefore were 
outlawed on Soviet soil. Since tha t tim e there was 
the t r ia l  of the Mensheviks fo r  a id ing  and abetting 
the in te rven tion is ts  in  1932. N o th ing since tha t tim e 
has appeared to prove tha t these Mensheviks are less 
hostile o r less an enemy to the Soviet Union than 
they were a few  years back.

S ta lin , who used every means o f state coercion 
against the p ro le ta rian  w ing  of the party, to the ex­
tent o f the destruction o f the pa rty  itse lf, who has 
destroyed a ll democracy w ith in  the soviets and the 
trade unions now becomes lenient— to flie  enemies of 
the Soviet regime.

In  connection w ith  th is  le tte r a dispute arose be­
tween the S ta lin is ts  and the Socialists, the la tte r  
m a in ta in ing  th e ir  usual a ttitude. Instead o f de­
nouncing the counter-revo lu tionary (the S ta lin is ts  
have so abused th is  term  th a t they don’t  know a real 
one when they see h im ) Mensheviks and tak ing  fu l l  
responsib ility  fo r  m aking th is  p a rty  illeg a l under 
the p ro le ta rian  d ic ta to rsh ip  they speak like  libera ls  
o f the most luke-w arm  v a r ie ty : “ The soviet revo lu­
tion  has always defended itse lf against counter-rev­
o lu tiona ry  acts in  which the Mensheviks have un fo r­
tunate ly  taken pa rt.”

“ U n fo rtu n a te ly "! Lenin would tu rn  over in  his 
grave i f  he could hear the conscious anti-S ovie t acts 
o f the Mensheviks described thus. The Bolshevik- 
Leninists are expelled, exiled, persecuted and th e ir 
leader hounded from  one end o f the globe to the 
o th e r; the pa rty  is destroyed; the soviets are made 
in to  carica tures; the w orld  revo lu tion is sacrificed in  
the interests o f a reactionary utopia . . . and now 
the Mensheviks are given the r ig h t to legal expres­
sion. W hat next?

*  *  »

DOOM TO F A IL U R E
The Labor Day issue o f the New Leader reports 

tha t a new move is under way to organize an in-be- 
ween. two-and one-half in te rna tiona l. F irs t the 

Executive Committee of the B r it is h  Independent La ­
bor pa rty  is instructed to communicate w ith  the 
Frnch and A ustrian  Socialist and Communist pa r­
ies and prpose a w orld  u n ity  congress to them. Sec­

ond, the Norwegian Labor Party , the Swedish Social­
ist pa rty , the Independent Socialist p a rty  o f Holland,
I he I.L .P . and the German W orkers P arty  are pre­
paring a ca ll fo r a w o rld  congress.

Not fo r  the firs t tim e is such an attem pt being 
made to organize a cen tris t in te rna tiona l. And not 
he firs t tim e w il l  i t  be wrecked on the rocks o f rea l­

ity . Such a ha lf-w a y  house was organized in  Vienna 
in 1921. I t  tr ied  to reconcile both in te rna tiona ls and 
nded by re tu rn in g  to the Vanderveldes and the 
leheidemanns o f the Second In te rna tiona l. In  1933

s im ila r movement began in Paris which included 
a ll o f the above-mentioned p.«r‘ es. T in y  did not d ;- 
ide on a new in te rn a ti n is i bv t on jo in t action on 

an in te rna tiona l scale. To date th e ir  tecord is a 
complete b lank in  both fields.

The Dutch Independents and the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P arty  forsook the cause of the F ou rth  In te rna - 
I ional fo r  the sake o f these dubious allies. Even i f  
a successful cen tris t in te rna tiona l is  formed, i t  
w il l linger on a w h ile  and then re tu rn  to the bosom 
of reform ism .

Should the movement towards organic u n ity  take 
an in te rna tiona l tu rn , i t  cannot establish a revolu- 
‘ ’onary organ ization o f the w o rld ’s w o rk ing  class. 
W ithout a clear M arx ian  program— at least such a 
m inim um  as established in  the pact of Four— no rev­
o lu tionary  in te rna tiona l is  possible. Issues are posed 
too sharply today to perm it any stradd ling. The 
danger of Fascism and w ar an t so acute and so 
pressing tha t any pa rty  and any in te rna tiona l w h ich  
cannot provide a clear answer must come to g rie f. 
The I.L .P . tr ie d  it  and its  ranks havem elted away, 
leaving on ly a skeleton of the pa rty  i t  once was. The 
came fa te  aw aits  the other centrists.
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