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Spain Political Chessboard
EDITOR’S NOTE-. The loUovnng article by a well-knovm Socialist i 

has escaped the strict Spanish censorship and Is presented to our 
the courtesy bf the Nofrontier News Service.

World  Socialism
COMMUNO-CPAUVINISM saulfc a few Fascists in one pl^ 

and a few Rightists in another,' 
murdering two young men at the 
end of meetings. The Communist  ̂
as usual will  try to give the bag; 
to the Socialists to hold. The Right 
press and politicians also blame 
the Socialists although they know- 
it is^ Communists who do the 
deeds. W hy? Because they fear 
the numerical strength of the So -l  
cialists, their intellectual'leaders* 
and their organization. Ihe Com- . 
munlsts are too small to be a 
threat against the Right.

Practical Censorship
The slight, fearing the liberal 

ism of the M inister of the Interior, 
forced through a law in the 
Cortes (with Socialists voluntarily 
still remaining away) by which 
the price of daily papers was in- ' 
creased from 10 to 15 cfflitimos. If  
the M inister allows the , suspended 
Socialist, Anarchist, and Commun­
ist papers to reappear, the work­
ers can again be reached by-prop­
aganda. But if newspapers are 
made abnormally high in price, 
the working man will  be unable to 
buy them, and -yet absolute press 
censorship is technically ‘  avoided. 
There’ is going on, thus, a mild 
boycott of dailies by workers and 
Left Centrists generally.

The Rights, in an effort to draw 
attention away from the internal 
conditions of iwverty, imprison-!.- 
ments, .police brutality, and the

'Areaders through
By HERBERT ZAM

Spain is a chessboard. On the Right sits Jose Maria  
Gil Robles, actual present ruler  of the country, lay 
Jesuit leader of the Dedistas (which include all 
actionaries with the exception of the Fascists and 
Monarchists), and Minister  of War. At the Left,  
Azana. Azana, the first  premier of the second repub-
lie, is considered by many the*' 
leading statesman living today.

The fact that Azana is a neo- 
Socialist (he is not a party mem­
ber) is not that he is by tradition 
an idealist, a>eformer, a utopian.
It Is merely because he has reas­
oned the facts out, tha.t he believes 
hionarchism, Spanish Catholicism, 
militarism and capitalism havo 
outlived their usefulness.

But the actual moves made on 
the board are not made by Gil 
Robles. His catspaw is Alejandro 
Lerroux, Prime ^Minister and titu­
lar leader of the Right Centrists.
Looking over the shoulders of Gil 
Robles is Rivera the Second, 
would-be Fascist potentate.

Azana’s shoulders peer 
those Socialists who happen not to 
be in prison. The Anarchists are 
watchfully waiting from a little  
distance. The Communists seek 
always to upset the board for dev­
iltry, and manage to complicate 
'matters with the entire Left pay­
ing the penalty.

The Communist International  and all its individual  
eeetions, are being rapidly  pushed toward social- 
chauvinism, or more. correctly speaking, toward
4toi^uno-chauvinIsm; by 

^ prewnt* foreign policy of the 
Soviet Union. The Stalin-Laval 
'^mmimlque was neither a mere 
diplomatic gcstuE%- n^r an inci­
dental statement; 
crystal-clear. It ^re^esented a 
definitely new policy Of the'Soviet 

i Union, and a defini^ new.line 
I Of the Communist International.

And the two ate necessarily linked' 
together. Only supine agologists 
ior Stalin, like the Lovestoneites, 
dan continue to maintain the fic­
tion of tile "diiality ” ^of his policy 
and criticize * the Stalin-Laval 
'statement, not for its false vdon-i 

' tehi/' but for the fact that it' was 
Stalin who signed it. If only 
Stalin had kept , quiet- and- -let 
Litvinov do the talkin^l Stalin 
himself, ■ and his henchmen, 
milltantly repudiate 
“ daulism.”’ ’

W hen the Soviet Union signod" 
tho Kellogg Pact, the revolution­
ists did not have to fall in love 
with it. It  was a gesture for peace 
by the Soviet Union. The Franco- 
Soviet Alliance is a gesture for 
war., It Is 'active not passive, And 
it  requires more than mere words 
io carry oui— ^ft requires armies: 
not Red Armies, but bourgeois

re-

the*

ary^efensism.” On the contrary, 
Leniri and the Bolsheviks had no 
illusions about the "democratic”  
allies,’and hastenedlto jpuU out of 
their—campl E^istor  ̂nas amply 
demonsrated correctness of
Lenin’s, policy on thjs 
The policy of Stalin-Thofez is a 
direct descendent of' Kerensky 
ariU a direct repudiaworii of Lenin- 

The Commimists, of course, can­
not Ignore the striking parallel be­
tween their 'la-esent ppilcy, and 
that of the social patriots in 1914. 
They try to discover differences. 

*^ow  we are face to face with 
iwo factors^which change the 
situation as compared with 
1914,”  declares Thorear, "on the 
one hand, the existence of the. 
Soviet Union, the fatherland 
of socialism, and on the other 
one, the ravages o,f fascism in 
central Europe.”

W ould Prahe^'Th the next war, 
be fighting for the  ̂Soviet Union; 
for democracy as against fascism? 
Nonsense! . A  fascist Prance would 
be equally hostile to Germany, 
perhaps more so. W ould-the Soviet 
Union be justified in making 
?iliiances with it for that reason?
' Jacques Duclos, the CJommunist 

whip ih the French parliament 
goes even further. An imperialist 
power he maintains, on the side of 
the Soviet Union "objectively 
serves the cause of peace, which is 
the same as the cause of the work­
ing class power; it objectively 
serves the cause- of the pro­
letariat. ...”

Aside from the striking resem­
blance between this and W ilsons' 
"war to end war,”  the question 
naturally arises: if  an Imperialist 
power “ objectively serves the cause 
of peace, the cause of the pro­
letariat,”  what should the pro­
letariat do in such a case, Duclos 
'does not answer, but Thorez an­
swers plainly - and^categorically.

"The question has been asked 
me: In a war started by Hitler 
against the IJ. S. S. R. would 
you apply your slogan: Trans­
formation of the imperialist war 
into a cival wa 

"Not at all.

one nervous. ^And nervousness 
brings on the fireworks.

The Rights had weakened them­
selves by internal quarrels during 
the eight years’ dictatorship end­
ing in 1931. T%e Left then grew 
strong by compromise. The result 
was that the monarchy fell. Jose 
•Maria Gil Robfes (with th^ unc­
tion then of a fanatic) broke 
down the feuds among the Right­
ists and welded them together in­
to one strong party called the 
CEDA. That and the votes of the 
women, controlled by the confes­
sional, brought the Right into 
power.

t is how

question.

Double-Crosses Aids 
Now that the Monarchists and 

the Fascists have helped Gil 
Robles to be ruler in all but name,
Gil Robles, who hopes for the 
presidency or for a dictatorship 
for himself, has deserted them. Of 
course dirty work is not oarrietf*<m 
here by hired gangsters as some­
times in the-Ife S. 'A,'.:1!hey have
sh»kpolic™ do%?atff^'whli;

Don Jose Aftria is taktag hoft feh5sh4 the old <jues-

..wmmimion ”  tion of Gibraltar and Tangier.
Alejandro is ordering-the police .to spainards”  is the

cry. W ith this superpatriotic emo­
tion an attempt is tmder way to 
consolidate national feeling against, 
imperialistic England.

Fascist Marches 
Gil Robles is astutely reorgan­

izing the army in such a way as 
to win it for himself. The October 
revolution showed how frail was 
humarf nature, when boys from. 
Mar:i^t^ homes, who were serving 
as solders, went into the streesfc 
,to shoot down their fathers and 
brothers, all because they were 
given a cMcken dinner and a small 
raise in pay--for one day only. 
One sees pictures of Gil Robles 
marching here and parading 
there, with bands and flags.

The Anarchists and. tlje Fascists 
are both lying'low, }Tlios^^  two 

at least this

the idea of
Over

Fireworks Due
Every day brings new moves, 

new eomplications, new guesses ̂
new hopes, and new fears, depend­
ing on the side of the struggle one 
favors.

For the time being we are all 
kept guessing. Guessing makes

ttrmleSt commanded by militai'ists 
And chau^iists. As the New York 
Ck}mmunl^ . Freiheit declares. 
■ ♦ W hAt would be the use of a 
military alliance unless France is 
strong militarily?” A military 
Alliance therefore requires that 
Uiese who support it shall work tb 
maintain the necessary military 
''l^^gth to make It effective. This 
* la what the Communists have 
done. This is the meaning of tlib 
statement by the Czechoslovak 

* Communist deputy Svenna:
**lf  the army of Czechoslovakia 

willi  consistently fight against 
German imperialism, the Cze­
choslovak Commmoists will  
port this fight and agitate, for 
the army. . .
But this pact drives its sup­

porters even further, not only into 
the camp of militarism, but 
straight into the camp of jingo- 

' ism, of rabid patriotism. Let uS 
listen to Thorez, ihe Secretary of 
the French Communist Party and 
4he authoritative spokesman on 
this question;

"The dangers which menace 
the Soviet Union arc grave . . . 
if  under these conditions*, a war 
against the Soviet Union broke 
out and if for any interests 
whatsoever, an imperialist state 
should find itself on the side of • 
the Soviet Union, the war is not 
a war between two imperialist*  ̂
camps, for it  would be monstrous 
id . consider as Imperialist the 
camp in which the land of so­
cialism, the land of the work­
ing class, finds itself.”
W hat is monstrous, from a rev*- 

olutlonary ^point of view, is 
Thorez's statement. Even if  
Prance, England and the United 
States are in one camp with the 
S. U., they still remain imperial­
ists; they make war for Imperial­
ist motives; they will  settle the 
w^r In an Imj^rlnlist manner. 
Thorez talks about future com­
binations, but very conveniently 
forgets that such a possibility as 
he speaks of already existed. After 
the Bolshevik revolution in 
November, 1917, the Soviet Union 
found itself in the same comp with 

• France, .England and Japan. 
I Did Lenin declare that due to the 
I Soviet Union it was no longer an 

imperialist camp. Did he J^opt 
Kei'onsky’s policy of "rcTOlutiofi-

break workers’  heads.
Meanwhile the Communists, 

taking advantage of the liberality 
of the M inister of the Interior, as-

Cleveland Chosen 
For ’36 Olympiad

By JOHN NEW TON THURBEB
sup-

Ladi Janik, who recentlyCLEVELAND — ^The next inter­
national W orkers’ Sport Olympiad 
will  be held at Cleveland on July 
4, 1936, according to an an­
nouncement made at the tenth 
annual outdoor lymnastlc exhibi­
tion of the DTJ, Czecho-Slovak 
Socialist Gymnastic Union,, at 
Taborville, near here.

Charles Marx, in charge of the 
TaboiTille exhibition, declared 
that this will  be the first time that 
the Olympiad has been held on 
this side of the ^Atlantic. More 
than 1,000 spectators witnessing 
the gymnastic, demonstrations 
greeted the announcement with 
enthusiasm.

gram,
returned from Czecho-Slovakia, 
reported on the recent W orkers’ 
Olympiad field there and reported 
on groups planning to attend the 
Olympiad next year. Other speak­
ers included Joseph Shalnik, 
chairman of the DTJ.; Mrs. Anna 
Rehor, of Chicago, national 
chairman of the Czecho-Slovak 
Rationalist Federation; W illiam  
Hosik, director of the German 
W orkers Gymnastic and Sports 
Alliance of Pittsburgh; Henry 
Huefner, secretary of the Cleve­
land section of thei.nqwly formed 
W orkers’ Gymnastic and Sj^rts 
Alliance of America; John New­
ton Thui'ber, secretaiy of the 
Socialist Party of Cuyahoga Coun­
ty; and Robert D. Dullea, state 
secre'tary of the Socialist Party 
of Ohio and candidate for Mayor 
of Cleveland, on the Socialist 
ticket.

ar, worthy enemies have 
much in common—*-the liquidation 
oi parliamentary government. • 
Their common objective is like 
that of the common eagerness of 
Communists and Monarchists to 
liquidate the Socialist movement.

High hopes have been aroused 
in the Left forces, however, by a 
mass meetifig at Valencia, third 
city of Spain and Queen of the 
Mediterranean, at which Azana 
spoke. No one can be sure oi the 
figures for attendance, but it 
generally concedeik to have been 
the largest assembly ever held in 
Spanish history. In vain did Ler­
roux and several other politicians > 
scatter over the country to detract 
from Azana's popularity. Those of 
us who could not go to Valencia 
hung about the radios. Foreigners 
and Spaniards deserted the mo- 
sfiums, shrines-,'etc., to rush to 
restaurants to .hear Azana.

Azana, the veteran war-horse, 
free from prison, has made his 
come-back.

The Socialists are stiU strong, 
prisons notwithstanding, but it  
will  take time for the. Socialists 
again to rcjtlly  their forces. Mean­
time, despite the machinations of 
the Jesuits, the brutal gangsterisrh 
of Lerroux, and the non-coopera­
tion of the Anarchists, when 
Azana is back to lead, the whole 

• country is electrified to action.

Because in such 
a war it is not a question of an 
imperialist war, between two im­
perialist lands. It  is a matter of 
a war against tlic Soviet Union.
W ith , this policy the last justi­

fication for the existence of the 
Communist International has dis­
appeared. Through all the years 
of fi^ilure, of disimption, of stu­
pidity, the apologists for the C. I.

still  point to a solitary flag 
waving in the swamp:' "The C. I. 
wifi  never capitulate to patriotism 
In the next war. W e must keep 
it for that purpose.” Now this 

is deeply embedded in that 
swamp. A cycle has been com­
pleted. The Communist Inter­
national stniggled out of the 
swamp of social chauvinism in 
1914-1919, only to sink into 
swamp of its own creation in 1935 
— the swamp of communo-chauv- 
inism,

This is all the more reason for 
the revolutionary socialists here 
and In other couuntries to con­
tinue their efforts for a truly 
revolutionary policy, based only 
on, the Interests of the proletariat 
and independent of all diplomatic 
maneuvers. Revolutionary Social­
ism can be successful only if  it  
avoids the sjiare of patriotism and 
ivnrfcs consistently'along the lines 
of the slogan enemy is at

Czechs Send Team

A full team of labor gymnasts 
will  come from Czecho-Slovakia 
for the Olympaid, accompanied by 
Dr. Franz Soukup, Socialist Presi­
dent of the Czecho-SIovakian Sen­
ate; Joseph Martinek, formerly 
editor of the American Labor 
News, Cleveland Bohemian Soc­
ialist weekly, and-now active in 
pai'ty' work In Pi'ague; and other 
leaders of the working-class move­
ment in Czecho-Slovakia.

Teams.ai*e also expected from 
Finland, Belgium, Prance, Eng­
land and other ^European nations, 
as well as from various parts of 
the United States. The affair is 
expected to be an outstanding 
working class demonstration. The 
committee in- charge hopes that 
such American Socialist leaders 
as Norman Thomas and Miiyor  
Daniel W . Hoan can be induced 
to attend.

could

More than 300 gymnasts par­
ticipated in this year’s exhibition. 
Calisthenics, marching, dances 
and apparatus work were included 
in the program, which was pre­
sented by members of the- DTJ 
and by teams of German gym­
nasts from Cleveland, Detroit and 
Pittsbui*gh. The performances of 
the Detroit team, under the direc­
tion of Karl Markus, recently ex­
pelled from Germany; because of 
working-class political activity, 
wore especially well received.

a

More than 100 correspondents in 
all pairts of the country arc on 
the lookout for live labor news 
that YOU may kedp Informed 

As a part of the Taborville pro- through the CALL.

Janik Reports Flaps




