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A CRUSADE FOlf  CIVMJZATIONWorld  Socialism
Progress of the United Front
____________B y H E R B E R T Z A M ---------------- --

Mie movement for united action between Socialists and
I 'Communists is being rapidly  accelerated by the sharp blows

of reaction and fascism. The united front  in France has been
of g reat va lue in show ing the posi-»------------------ -------- -— :------------

i '.tive’ ach ievem ents w h ich can 
suit if  the C onunun lsts g ive up
their sp litting and iso la tion ist tac­
tics on one hand, and if  Socialists

sh ivering at the ghost of

xe- vo t€s (33 7o o f the to ta l) against 
124 .2 84 (36.1% - o f the to ta l) in  
1931. In R otterdam , H ague, 
U trech t, H aarlem and G rosw lgen , 
(a ll c ities o f over 100,000 popu­
la tion ), the party increased its 
vo te by 38,666 . In these six c ities 
there are 94 m em bers of the 
council over 80 prev iously .

T he C om m unists also m ade 
re la tive ly b ig gains in these c ities. 
In  A m sterdam their vo te increased 
from 26,535 (7 .7% ) to 48,938
(13 .6% ). In R otterdam they 
jum ped from 1.9% of the to ta l to 
4 .3% . In  the sm a-U industria l com­
m unes in the N ortt^ W est, they 
a lso m ade heavy gains, securing 
a m ajo rity in one .

A ltogether tbs Socia l D em ocrats 
increased their represen tation 
from 1300 to 1464, the C om m unists 
from 51 to 89 and the R evo lution­
ary Socia list L abor Party from 11 
to 24 . T he governm ent parties lost 
som e 400 seats. '
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C om m unism .
■ T he Soda} D em ocratic Party o f

the G erm an d istric ts o f C zecho- 
slavak ia, at its last C ongress at 
B m o, held soon after the d isas­
trous election , unanimously de­
c ided to ■ worle toward a rapproche­
ment-with the communists. T h is 
is no t a le ft w ing party . O n the 
con trary , it is thorough ly right 
w ing and partic ipates in the .coali­
tion governm ent o f C zechoslavak ia.

. For m any years it  w ou ld have no­
th ing to do w ith C om m unists. A  
good m any of its m em bers (and 
a lso leaders) had an anti-C om - 
m un ist phob ia w h ich m ade un ited 
action  w ith them ou t o f considera­
tion . B u t life  itse lf has com pelled 
a changed attitude.

C om m unists as Socialists 

. D r. C zeh. chairm ah o f the party 
and m in l'ster in the governm ent,
in In troducing the sub ject, m ade A ccord ing to the report o f L eon 
som e very sign ifican t rem arks. R e- jouheaux , G enera l Secretary of 
le iT ing to the vo tes cast, fo r the jjjg  q q _ .j . B ureau o f the
Socia l-dem ocrats, N ational Socia l- T rade U n ion In ternational, trade 
ists (B enes Party , no t fascists) un ioh un ity in Prance is alm ost 
ond Communists, he characterised cifoam plished . Jouheaux reported 
them as-Sociam'’ votes in w e^dS iat the C . ,G . T . (Socla llst-isd 
lo jaetuense. In o ther w ords K f.
C zech considers com m unism as a 
varie ty o f Socia lism , and no t, as 
i'le ft fM o lsts" or as an entire ly 
fo re ign 'ihpV em ent, ■

D r. C zech po in ted ou t that the 
.C zech Social D em ocrats ho ld 38 
seats in parliam ent, the G erm an 
11 and the.tJom m ijn ists 30. H o 

■ I then con tinued referring to tlis jo
1 th ree groups.

'T f Socialism w ere uhK ea, 
these 78 scats w ou ld m ake the 
Soo iaU st Party the strongest 

party , w ith a ll the 
'■ aris ing from th is situation. If  

Socialism w ere in  a d ifferen t po- 
• s ition , the situation o f the w ork­

ing c lass at th is n iom ent w ou ld
he correspond ing ly d ifferen t.”

F rom these prem ises D r. C zech
drew the C onclusion that it w as

, the task o f the Socia l D em ocrats
" fp  icorfc /o r the unification of
the whole c lass consc ious w ork ing

C lass.”
T he C ongress agreed w ith the

analysis and conclusion m ade by
,D r. C zdoh ', and unan im ously de­
c ided that ” 0)1 understanding with
the Communists was an ob ject to
be striven for. It was clearly

I realised, however, that in v iew of
the p resen t C om m unist po licy , the 
time for such an understanding 
tods riot yet ripe.

i T he' developm ent m ust be taken 
as. an ind ication o f the progress 
o f w ork ing c lass un ity , in  sp ite o f 
the te iT iflo  'obstac les still in the 
road. ■
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“E th iop ia m ust be civ ilized*^ is the slogan v rith  

w h ich S ignor S tarage X fl|ir*h :e  horse). G enera l .
Secretary o f the Ita lian Fascist, Fa i^y , is do ing

h is part to help M usso lin i. E th iop ia cou ld very ; 
w ell answ er: *T s Fasc ism C iv ilized? '^

France
After 10 Years, The Pullman Porters Win

By A. Philip Randolph
Presiden t,- B ro therhood o f S leep ing 

C ar Porters ‘

\Adapted from the A m erican 
Federatlo^tst)

the Pu llm an Porters’  and M aids’  
P ro tective A ssociation’s c laim s to 
represen t the porters, too , w ere 
iny^estigated .

Fo llow ing t^ iis pre lim inary in ­
vestigation ,, the B oard delegated 
M ed iato r H . H . R eed to check au­
thorization - cards of bo th -o i^gan- 
Izatlons against the payro ll o f the 
Pu llm an C om pany , and p lan an 
e lection to g ive the porters ^nd 
m aids the opportun ity to repre- 

■ w ith the
ihanagem ent of the Pullm an
C om pany concern ing rates o f pay

and ru les govern ing w ork ing con< » 
d itica is.

T he E lection-

O n the ballo t w ere the nam e! 
o f the B ro therhood of • S leep ing  
C ar Porters and the Pu llm an Pc® * 
ters’ and M aids’ P ro tectiv^^3^^S»“  
c ia tion . T he election b^gan is&f 
27 in  N ew Y ork , C h icago , S t. L ouM  
L os A ngeles, N ew O rleans and 
Jacksonv ille . • ' ,

un ions) had m ade the cond itions 
^g_ 'un lty w ith the C . G . T , U . 

(C om m unist-led un ions.)
In N ovem ber of 1934, a letter 

w as d irected to the Pu llm an C om­

pany from the S leep ing C ar Port­
ers’  U n ion , requesting a con ference 
fo r the negotia tion or an agree­
m ent on w ages and ru les govern- 

-ac= -
tion w M  taken after the enact- 
m enfc-o f -the am endm ,en ts-to - the- 
R ailw ay L abor A ct o f 1926 by the, 
73rd C ongress.

1 . R ecogn ition o f the statu te
and d isc ip lined carry ing ou t o f 
a ll dec isions o f cen tra l bod ies.

2 . C om plete independence of
the trade un ion m ovem ent o f a ll 
po litica l parties. . „__ _

3. T he adop tion  o f specif ic de- 
c i^pns p roh ib iting the fo rm ation 
o f factions in the un ions. A H  
those b ieak ing th is ru le are to 
be expeU ed.

T he Paris correspondent o f the 
L ondon Daily Herald reports that 
the C om m unists-are prepared to 
accep t these cond itions, inc lud ing 
the last one, w h ich appears ra ther 
tm reasonab le oh the, face.

1

T o a id the Pu llm an Porters’  and 
M aids’ Pro tective A ssociation M ' 
w inning the election , Pu llm an su**  
perin tendents ̂posted bulle tin^ 
sta ting that the 'represeirta tives-o f 
the com pany un ion had success ̂

-fu lly  settled, som e^m inor grievaneg
fo r som e porter, and expressing
the p leasure o f the com pany in  co^
operating in the settlem ent.

B ro therhood W ins

Lots Of Gorillas
Aren’t In Cages,

Say Zoo Strikers
C IN C IN N A T I — (H P) —  S trikers 

a t the C inc innati Z oo , w ho thought 
they w ere go ing to m ake m onkeys 
o f toe c ity  adm inistra tion , are be­
g inn ing to th ink they 're dealing 
w ith a bunch o f gorillas.

T hey began to feel that w ay 
w hen an in junction to proh ib it 
the ir p icketing and other- strike 
activ ity w as gran ted by Judge 
C harles S. B ell in the C om m on 
P leas'C ourt, on the grounds that 
" the courts have the righ t to de­
term ine w hen and if  a strike is 
legal or not." T ak ing a k ind ly 
In terest in un ion affa irs, the m ag- 

^ istrate found the basis fo r the 
strikes’ illegality in the fact that 
toe park em ployes’ local had not 
no tif ied the In ternational H od 
C arriers’ U n ion 30 days before 
the strike w as called .

T he court’s ru ling is seen by 
m any as a desperate com prom ise 
dem anded by a desire no t to an­
tagon ize the local trade un ion 
m ovem ent by"  deny ing toe righ t to 
o rgan ize, and an opposite w ish to 
rem ov e p ickets from the zoo w h ile ' 
the sum m er opera is being per­
fo rm ed in the park . O bservers 
a lso see in ’ the m ove an attem pt 
to sive the face of the city ad- 
m m istration . w hich has long 
boasted of its libera lity tow ards 
trade un ions. T he Z oo log ica l So­
c ie ty operates , the zoo under a 
Ic iise from the city governm ent, 
and the city takes the responsi­
b ility  fo r operating defic its..

consequences T he Pu llm an C om pany refused 
to gran t the conference, say ing 
that it d id hot to ihk • that the 
B ro therhood represen ted a m ajo r­
ity  o f toe porters and m aids in  the 
serv ice. T hereupon, an invocation 
w as m ade of toe serv ices o f the 
N ational M ed iation B oard to in ­
tervene and settle the d ispute on 
represen tation. ' .

S (X >n thereafter, one of the 
m em bers of the B oard w as as­
signed to institu te an investiga­
tion o f the c laim s o f the B ro ther­
hood to the righ t to represen t the 
porters. H e v isited our national 
headquarters in N ew Y ork C ity , 
w ito a statistic ian, and exam ined 
the au thorization cards and

1

■ W hile t^  w as done w ith in th^
law ," every’  porter knew toe pur­
pose beh ind it. It w as in tended 
to in fluence the porters in fa-vor 
o f the com pany un ion and w ean 
them aw ay from the B ro therhood ;

B u t desp ite th is transparen t 
stra tegy of the com pany , to^ 
B ro therhood p iled up a huge m a­
jo rity , T he nex t step w ill  be td 
w rite an ag i'eem ent in  the in terest 
o f securing shorter hours rfnd de-j - 
cen t w ages and better w ork ing 
ru les.

T he h isto ric figh t o f the porters 
and m aids against the Pullm an 
C om pany has been m arked by the 
loss o f jobs by hundreds of m en 
and w om en in the serv ice, the loss 
o f sen io rity righ ts, and the slug-) 
g ing o f B ro therhood organ izers by 
gangsters. B ut * the m ilitan t 
B ro therhood m en carried on.

Poland
A  few w eeks ago. the le ft w ing  

o f the Polish Socia list Party 
(PPS) began toe pub lication pf 
a paper devo ted to the spread of 
the ideas o f revo lu tionary social­
ism— Sozia llstichner (Socia l­
ist T hought). A n im m ed iate at­
tem pt w as m ade to suppress it. 
T he sem i-governm ent agency 
w h ich con tro ls ' the d istribution of. 
papers as w ell as the k iosks and 
o ther selling • po in ts has notif ied 
the adm in istra tion o f toe "M . S .’ ’  
that it  w ill  no t accep t it  fo r d is­
tr ibu tion , nor perm it its sale at 
stands and k losH s. .

T he answ er of _ the com rades 
pub lish ing "M . S .” has been an 
energetic cam paign fo r subscrip­
tions, fo r sales by com rades and 
support by labor organ izations. 
C om rades in the y . S . w ho read 
Po lish m ay seciirc the paper by 
w riting to L esgno 3, W arsaw , Po­
land .

rec­
o rds purpo i-ting to show valid ity  
o f the B ro therhood’ s c la im .

T he C om pany U n ion

B ut the B ro therhood w as not 
the on ly o rgan ization w h ich c la im­
ed the righ t to represen t the port­
ers and m aids. A  .com pany un ion , 
know n as the Pu llm an Porters’ and 
M aids’ Protective A ssociation , 
w h ich w as gotten together prac­
tica lly overn igh t by F . L . S im­
m ons, superv iso r o f industria l re­
la tions fo r the com pany , and the 
fo rm er head of the old p lan of 
em ploye represen t-ation , open ly 
f inanced by the '’ com pany to the 
ex ten t o f around a hundred and 
fifty  thou .sand do llars or m ore a 
year, also cla im ed the righ t to 
i*cp reson t the porters.

S ince the Pu llm an Portcri,’ and 
M aids* P ro tective A ssociation de­
m anded the righ t to be heard in  
connection w ith the d isposition o f 
the c^ase o f the Pu llm an porters.

Jn Holland
' In response to the fasc ist th reat 

show n at the Prov inc ia l e lections 
in A pril, the m un ic ipa l elections 

I in H olland w hich took p lace in  
I June, show ed a d istinct trend to 

tile le ft. T he fascists d id no t par- 
j tic ipate, cla im ing they w ish no 

represen tation in the com m unities, 
hu t a near-fasc ist party ^N ational 
I ienovation) secured 28 p laces.

T he Social D em ocratic- Party 
i m ade b ig gains everyw here, par- 
; ticu larly the b ig cities. O nly in  

A m sterdam w as a loss reg iste i'od . 
T bm ie th£ nartv ree.cived '319 .60 5

Co-Op Laundry
—  T he n e w  1 ^N EW Y pR K . 

fo rm ed Independent C onsum ers 
C o-operative Society , operating in  
B rook lyn , announces as its first 
ven tu re a co-operative laundry to 

the surround ing ten ito ry .

‘ Iowa Fair “ Unfair' ’
D E S M O IN E S, la .— B ecause of 

the Iow a S tate Pairs’ refusal to 
pay un ion w ages to w orkm en on 
the grounds, the Iow a 'A ’ •''U on 
o f L abor has'p laced tlu , : 
the unfa ir list. H o w ill
be addressed stric t!’, to .ns o f
the m anagem ent, 5 o t m em­
bers. '

serve
T he slogan is: "A  business for 
use. no t fo r p ro fit."

In pursuance of 
laundry , w h ile charg ing prevailing 
p rices, w ill  tu rn its pro fits- back 
to the consim icr in proportion to 
the size of the consum er's ac­
coun t duv ino- t.hp vear.

that'idea, the
on




