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The Bureau of the Labor and Socxalxst Internatlonal
meeting in Brussels, May 6 to 8, adopted a resolution on
the present world situation and the danger of war,

There were present the

officers, Chairman Louis de

Brouckere, Secretary Friedrich Adler, Treasurer Joseph
'Van Roosbraeck, and the following deiegates Leon Blum,

France; Otto Wels, Germany; Jo-¢

seph Compton, William ‘Gillies and
‘Walter R. Smith, England;” G. B
Modigliani, Italy; J. W. Albarda,
~ Koos Vorrink, Holland; Theodor
Dun, Ruesian SDLP; and Ricard
Lindstrom, Sweden. Répresenta-
tives were also present from Aus-
tria and Czechoslovakia.

After condemning the Nazi re-
gime as the oppressor of the Ger-
man people and the driving force
for a new waf, the resolution
adopted welcomes the cooperation
.of the Western democracies with
the Soviet Union to prevent war,

' FOR ARMAMENT— - |

ALSO FOR DISARMAMENT
The resolution reiterates the

demand of the LSY for general dis-

armamient, and it calls for ‘the

_immediate resumption of its work

by the International Disarmament

_Conference, At the same time,
however, the resolution implicitly
supports increased armaments

- when it declares: :

““Thie danger of war in Europe
will be averted only when it is’

- known'and understood that ev-
‘ery act of aggression will be-
-confronted by a  collective -
strength powerful enough to
overcone it and promptly to re-
store peace, To this end.it is
necessary for every member of
the Leaguc to cooperate loyally
and effectively, to an extent
compatible with its MILITARY

. SITUATION AND GEOGRAPH-
I10AL POSITION, in support of
the Covenant and in resistance
to an act of aggl‘pssion."

Here again is-expressed the idea
of arming to preserve peace"
which we criticized last week
when propounded by Stalin and
Pravda, and which must be criti-
cized none the less severely when
coming from the LSI.

WORKERS MUST ‘
. ORGANIZE AGAINST WAR
‘The resolution is further’” weak
In’ that it glves mo lead to the
masges for action against war.
Not once is there & mention - of
thé course the Socialist Parties or
the trade unions must follow in

" the fight against war. Ilere and

there we figd an abstract mention
of soclalism-—nothing more. .-On

, the other hand, all attention is

directed toward the capitalist dip-
lomatic - mancuvers as the sole
means of averting war..
“In ordor to prévent war, it
Is essentinl to restore faith In
the sincerity of the’ declarations
of the Briand-Kellogg Pact and
in the reality of the Collective
Peaco System.”
~ “It will be necessary within
the framework of ‘the system of
rogional paects ~ to gunrantce
peaco in Central Burope. . . . ¥
“WE SUPPORT THE GOV-
ERNMENTS "IN THEIR EF-
FORES TO PREVENT WAR.”
“These quotations amply indicate
the dangerous jllusions contained
in the resolution. The capitalist
governments are no more trying
to prevent war now than they did
in 1018-14, They are maneuvering
for advantageous positions, 'The
worliing class
them, but on the "contrary must
Yely on its own powers to organize
‘and fight against war, fasclsm

-~ and the capitalist system.

BRITISH LABOR
“JPARTY OPPOSES WAR
Last week, the Labor Party del-
egation’in the British Parliament
voted against the Government's
bill to increase the air forces by
two- hundred per dent.
This vote 48 very significant,

cannot  support |-

coming on the heels of the above
resolution and of the misleading
advice: emanating from the Rus-
sian Communist leaders. While
there was considerable hesitation
in the delegation, and some pecu-
liar argumentg given, the final de-
cision is very welcome. |
, It will help destroy the suicidal
notion that the workers should;
support the arming of a capitalist
government as a meansg of fighting
fascism, The only government
which will really fight fascism is
a workers' government.

ELECTIONS
IN ALSACE

The election in Alsace preaented
a crazy-quilt of conflicting poli-
cles. Every important city had a
different combination of forces, - |

The main point of interest was|
Straghourg, where in the final elec-
tion two blocs confronted each
other: the “People's Front” made
up of- Independent Communists,
Peasants Party and Autonomists
and the “Bourgeois Block” made
up of the bourgeois pa.rties and
the Socialists (!). :

" Because of the adherence of the

R

v

| Alsatian Peoples Parfy which had

previously been in the Peoples
Front, to the Bourgeois Block, a
victory for the latter was fore-
seen, with the ‘Peoples. Front .not
obtaining a single seat. But the
Peoples Front upset all predictions
and scored a semsational +victory,
inereasing its vote from 10,000 on
the first ballot, to 16,000 on the
gecond. Most of the gain came
from the Socialist'voters who re-
fugsed {o support the bourgeois
block.

The municipal council stands as
follows:
Table-for Alsace— ..

.
T e saee

Independent Communists ., ..10
Democrats ........... S
Alsatian Peoples.......0.... B
Socialists ....... 00 0v0eee.s B
Peasanty ..,...... R |
Autonomists ...,..... ... 27
Miscellaneous .......... cees 2

The Alsatian People§ Party
holds the balance of power. After
the failure of ity venture, it will
very likely return to the Peoples
Front. It is to be hoped that the
Socialist Party will also break with
its bourgeois allies, and in accord-
ance with the wishes of the work-
ers associate itself with the anti-
imperialist, anti-fascist Peoples
Front, :

A npoteworthy sidelight of the
election was the support of the

{ Peoples Front by the official Com-

munists for the - first time since;
1928. In that year the Alsatian
Communists were oxpelled from
the Communist International for
rejecting the slogan "class against
class” and refusing to leave the
Peoples Front. In 1934, Brandler
and Lovestone expelled them from
the International Communist Op-
position for the samo reason!

FASCISTS AGAIN
IN DUTCH ELECTIONS

The municipal election in Hol-
land showed the growth of the
Fadeist danger in that coéuntry.

‘The Fascists obtained 89 man- |
dates agalnst ¢ in 1988,

The Socialists and Clericals held
thelr own. The Liberal Party lost
to the Fascists. The Communists
increased from 9 to 12 and the
new Party (Revolutionary Social-
ist Workers Party) secured 4
against 2 held previously, Its total
vote decreased, however. In 1933
the two parties which later united

obtained 70,000 votes together.
This time the unifed party secured
only 50,000 votes.






