Underestimatin

to underestimate the dan
neglect to take measures
“There is no fascist dange

an attitude obviates the necessity of action against

fascism, and is wholly s

“want no action. Socialists, however, must always be

on guard to nip the fascis
lay will be very costly.

The recent elections in Czecho-
slovakia are & case in point, On
the basis of the returns, the CALL
reported them as g Fascist victory,
a warning signal to the workers.
What was our astonishment there-
fore, at receiving opposife inter-
pretation by a leading Czech
‘Spelalist, Dr. Franz Soukup. Dr,
Soukup's case is expressed in the
opening paragraph of his article:

. “On May 19th the General

_ Electionn to the Czechoslocakian

Parliament took place,  This

. " election was 2 success for de-

. mocracy., ‘Czechoslovakia is in no

way endangered by Fascism, This

Is the main outcome of the most

~ recent Parliamentaryelections in
the country.”

FASCISTS GAIN

We must tnerefore take a sec-
ond glance at the election resulls
“to determine whether there is a
justification for such super-optim-|
ism: A total of more than 8,000,

© 000,000 votes was cast, an in-
- crease of 15 per cent over the last
elections in 1928. The parties
making up the government, in-
. cluding the Socialists, received 3,-
-480,000 (In round numbers, a loss
of .260,000 vofes over 1929. They
seeured 127 seats in Parllament,
.28 against 160 held previously, a
+2.Joss "df 23 seals. Cansidering the
—larger_partfcipdiloiin the elec:
““fions; the .mve;%mé’gg;‘p
" fered a loss of almost
. in their vote. : E

The fascist parties cast 1,880,

000 votes. In 1929 they received
__only 430,000 votes, so that fheir
* inorease is 1,450,000 votes or more

than 300 per ceni. In the 6ld
parliament they had 18 seats; now

they have 67 seats, a gain of 49

seats.,

.AT SOCIALIST EXPENSE
What is even more significant, is

artiegssuf-

that the fascists gained also gt thed

nxpense of the Socialist Parties.
In 1929 the two Socialist parties,
. German and Czech, secured to-
gether 1,470,000 votces and 60 séats.
Thig time their vole sank to 1,-
300,000,8 loss of 170,000, andtheir
~ seats decreased by 11,.to g total of
#49. Thus in comparison with 1929,

the Socialist parties “lost almost

‘25 per cent! This loss is propor-
tionally greater than that of the

government bloc as a whole; that
is, the Iascists gained more heav-

ily at the expense of the Socialist
parties in the Government, than

- of the non-Socialist parties in the
Even the gain of the
Communists of * almost 100,000
votes and two seats for a total of

government,

850,000 votes and 30 seats does not
offset the losses of the workers’
parties, both absolutely and re-
latively. -
These elections have significance
nob only for Czechoslovakia, We
continually hear that argument
that Soecialists should participate
in coalition governments topether
with non-Socialist. parties so as to
defead fascism. In Czechoslovakia
the Socialists have been in such a
conlition government for over five
years. The fgures tell an elo-
aquent story of how fascismi has
. heen  “defeated”  throush  this
»4 tactic. How can «intellipont So-
cialists continne Lo arene for 3t?

World Socialism

By HERBERT ZAM —
Nothing can be so harmful to the working class as

70" per -agHdy

g Czech Fascism

¥ s

gers of rising fascism and
against it. It is easy to cry,
r. Everything is fine”; such

atisfactory for those who|

t movement in the bud; de-

In France where an entirely
different tactic has been adopted,
the results also were different.

One should not-‘become panic
stricken at & defeat. But the
recognition of a defeat is the first
prerequisite for converting defeat
into vietory. )

T
IN RUSSIA

Only a few naive people will be-
lieve that the expulsion of A.
Enukidze from the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union was
part of the campaign for an “im-~
proved morality.” Enukidie was a
member of the Political Bureau,
one of Stalin’s right hand men,
and one of the ablest administra-~
tors in the Party. He had never
been connected with any of the
“oppositions,” and was an old
Bolshevik, It takes a tremendous
imagination to believe that such
an individual would permif him-
self to become entangled in a
situation resulting in expulsion for
“moral turpitude.” - That there is
more behind- it than morality and
relations with the opposite sex is
made clear by vague hints about
“Trotskyist. conspiracy” and “po-
litical degengracy” which were
found in some of the dispatches.

Reading between the lines, it is
not . difficult to discern that
Enukldze was punished because he
was becoming dissatisfied with the
;ingel--party rigime‘and with some
of the pdiiciess which,Stalin is fol-
lowing. "It even appears that
nukidze- was beginning to quess
'g'gn.the wisdom ©of the continual |
extermination of all elements dif-’
fering in 'the slightest from the!
leading Stalin group. And finally,
it is not Impossible that he was
among those who were question-
ing the wisdom of the Franco-
Soviet pactand the policies Sow- |
ing from it. This view is.strength-
eéned by the simultaneous news of
the liquidation of the Society of
Old Bolsheviks and s new cleans-
Ing of the Party, directed against
Trotsklists and Zinovievists. |

OTHER EXPULSIONS
i} Enukidze is pot.the first sup-
poriee of the regime who became
its vietim, We recall the shame-
ful exile and hounding to death of
Riazanoff, the leading Marxian
scholar, on the charge that he was
harboring *“enemies” of the Soviet
Union.  Skrypnik, another OIld
Bolshevik, a staunch Stalinite, «
power in the Ukraine (he was
incidently, {he godfather of the
theory of the self-determination of
the Negroes in the Uniteq States).
committed suicide after he was de-
founced as being in league with
“nationalist” clements. In neither
case were the suspicious clements
ever named, or brought to trial.
And the incidents following upon
the Kireff assassination are stiil
to:; frea;h for comment, here,
nothese. cases, as at pr pnt,

Stalin acted o climmate ﬁlﬁ%bh
focal points for opposition, fiot
dgamst  the Sevie! Government,
but against hiv persona! dwtator-
ship In the Communist Party, So
lang as - the undemoerate regine
15 maintained i the Parly. we
can expecth a multipdication of such
“inedents,” . . A
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