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T he K oosevc lt L abor P arty^
B y JO H N B A I.L  N on-P artisan L eague is try ing - to ^

catch these vo tes.

T he attem pt is to d irect th is 
vo te not on ly In support of 
R oosevelt and L ehm an, bu t by 
a sim ilar log ic, in the d irection 
o f a S enato r W agner,
M ayor L a G uard ia , or a B erle .
In short, a trad itiona lly class- 
consc ious and a po ten tially in ­
creasing independen t labor vo te 
is-b^g .tu rned in support o f 
the “ lesser cap ita list eW ’  righ t' 
dow n the line.

B y cling ing to its presen t at­
titude the L abor N on-P artisan 
L eague, w ill  m ake its fate the 
fa te of the “ better” cap ita list 
party , a fa te w h ich in the presen t 
era of cap ita lism is necessarily 
one o f p rogressive degeneration .

'

don ,”  un less L abor accep ts the 

a lternative of an independen t 

party w ith an independen t p ro­
g ram .

Irony of histo ry !

R oosevelt w ill  beget a L nndon ,' *  

Just ns w ting for H indenberg 

against H itler, go t bo th H inden­

berg and H itler, Just as voU ng 

fo r W ilson against W ar go t us 

W ilson ^d W ar!

“ The two old parties now in control of the 
government in ail its departments are managed 
and financed by the wealthy privileged classes 
and represent the interests of these classes. They 
are not likely to legislate their own class out of 
existence or

j—t HOSB w ho have becom e tired 

J l o f seeing fhe A m erican w ork -

jjjg .  c lass tossed from D em ocrat 

to R epub lican , and from R epub- 

to D em ocrat, caugh t in the
I-ove for

o r alican
b lind a lley o f the A m erican tw o- 

party system have looked 

upon a g reat th ird party , a L abor 

P arty , no t on ly as a m eans of 

g iv ing. the V 'o rk ing class inde­

penden t ijo litical expression but 
a lso as a m eans of g iv ing pro­
gressive leadersh ip to the great 

o f A m erican voters w ho 
w ou ld o therw ise just be paw ns in  
the gam e of cap ita list po litics.

even of economic privileges.
"’The hope of the workefs, therefore, lies in 

a politicaT party of their oWti", challenging the 
power of the old capitalist parties and electing 
their own representatives to legislative and ad­
ministrative-bodies in numbers strong enough 
to control or at least influence their policies.”

—MORRIS HILLQVIT.

E ven ts m ove fast and a real - 

L abor P arty m ust be organ ized 

im m ed iate ly . T he first step m \ist *  

be to sever a ll ties w ith the par- ' 

ties and po litic ians of cap italism . 

T he nex t step m ust be a po litic^ 

p rogram of labor dem ands. W ith  

the support o f organ ized labor, 

w ith such a program , a L abor . 

P arty can absorb the vo tes o f d t?- • 

con ten t leav ing R oosevelt, .

cu t the gro im d from underneath 

the U n ion P arty , can dam the flow  
to L ondon and even cu t in to the 
R epub lican farm , m idd le c lass and 
trada nrno t; (if  you p lease!) sup­
port.

T h is la the on ly rea listic, p rac- ! 
tica l perspective... T h is is labor's . 
a lternative to the presen t po licy 
and po litical perspectivo of L ab- . 
o r’ s N on-P artisan L eague as so. 
far ev idenceil. T o the task of 
bu ild ing a real A m erican L abor *  
P arty the S ocia list P arty sum­
m ons the organ ized w ork ing 
c lass. ■ It is a laborious' task : 
arousing apathetic w orkers,’ 
chang ing , alm ost reversing , 
po licy of . the N ew Y ork  
P arty .”  B ut it  w ill  be w orth the 
c ffo i't!

In the presen t period of cap i­
ta list dec line, w hen bo th the o ld 
parties are para lyzed in  .the grip 
o f the 'c risis, w e are v ita lly  

. cem ed therefo re, w ith the po licy 
o f L abor’s N on-P artisan L eague, 

•• espec ially in N ew Y ork S tate 
w here it hals taken the lead in  
estab lish ing a “ L abor P arty .”

T here are rum ors to the effect 
that im m ediate ly after the 1936 
cam paign the fo rces in the L abor 
N on-P artisan L eague w ill  break 
loose and set . up a reaD y inde­
pendent party . < «^ure ly th is is 
w orthw h ile perspective. E very 
p rogressive elem ent in the un ions 
aflS U ated w itli  the N ew Y ork 
labor party shou ld tu rn h is ener­
g ies in th is d irection .

B u t if  th is is really the per­
spective o f. the L abor N on-P afti- 
san L eague there are not any 
sta tem ents to ind icate it, and 
ihe w ho le line o f action po in ts in  
an opposite d irection .

T he . L abor

a position w here it  w ill  no t on ly 

take fu ll  responsib ility fo r w hat 

R oosevelt does bu t w ill  a lso be 

unab le to drive h im to the left. 

T he ir p rogram ra ises no separate 
dem ands, bccduse to make rctj.1 
Ictbbr demands \oo\ild be to expose 
Booseveit.

T he log ic of the I^abor N on- 
P artisan -L eague is to take R ooae- 

■ ve lt, bad as he is. because he la 
no t as bad as L andon .' T hat log ic 
leads them not to “ em barass”  
R oosevelt, no t to p ress h im , no t to 
expose h im . T hat log ic leads them 
to becom e the o ff ic ia l labor apo lo­
g ists fo r R oosevelt, even when thej/ 
disagree. T hat log ic m akes prep­
aration fo r a L abor P arty Im pos-

p rogram reveals that he can o ffer 

even less than R oosevelt. B u t in  

the absence of a party offering 

an alternative to both cap ita list 

parties, the ihasses w ou ld heave 

them selves as in a* "w ild  fever 

from one uncom fortab le side to 
ano ther.

T he S v ils o f 
T he ?£es.ser. E v ils’

con-

a

Is This A 

Labor Party?
Is it  really a L abor P ^rty ? T he 

answ er is a fia t “ N o !” F or years 
the C entral T rades and L abor 
C ouncil of N ew ; Y ork endorsed 
the T am m any sla te . B ut that d id 
no t • au tom atica lly m ake either 
T am m any o r the C en tra l T rades a 
L abor P arty .

T he N ew Y ork labor party is a 
creatu re o f L abor’s N on-P artisan 
L eague for the R e-e lection of 
R oosevelt. It is a party created 
to re-e lect R oosevelt.

. laration o f P rinc ip les reads:

“ T he A m erican L abor P arty o f 
N ew Y ork S tate en ters the 

‘ pa ign o f 1936 w ith a three-fo ld 
in irpose:

* *T o  defeat the com b ination o f 
reactionary an ti- labor and an­
ti-soc ia l fo rces headed by G ov­
ernor A lf  M . IlA ndon , ■ and to 
assure the re-e lection o f F rank­
lin  D . R oosevelt to the presi­
dency o f the U n ited S tates fo r 
tuD ofber term .”

B u t it does not- stop w ith  
R oosevelt. It  goes on :

“ T o ire-e lect the H on. H er­
bert H . L ehm an to the G over- . 
no rsh ip o f N ew Y ork fo r an­
o ther term .”

N o '^L abor P arty is fo im ded by 
head ing its declaration of prin­
c ip les w ith a dem and fo r the re- 

o f"  the represen tatives of 
the cap ita list c lass bo th in sta te 
and nation .

W hen 1940 com es, then w hat? 
R oo 'seve lt, o r a less favorab le sub­
stitu te, '^11 face even greater op­
position . A L andon , or a less 
favorab le ' substitu te, w ill  have 
even greater support. T he fo rces 
o f labor, hav ing fa iled to organ­
ize Independen tly , w ill  have even 
less confidence in its chances. 
O nce m ore, labor m ay fa ll in to 
the p it o f the “ lesser ev ih”

T he L abor

. N on-P artisan 
L eaguc j  ̂by supporting R oosevelt 
ic 1936 , m akes it  harder to break 

T he . vo te  
daring the last four years has 
been sw ing ing aw ay from R oose­
ve lt. T his drift from R oosevelt 
is m otivated by a m ass,m ovem ent 
o f d iscon ten t w ith a reg im e that 
is im po ten t in the face of cris is. 
A ny sane analysis of L andon’ s

from him for 1940.

S trange as it seem s, g iv ing
support to the “ lesser ev il”  
m ust In the .long run insure 
l^ ie v ic to ry bf the “ greater 
ev il.”

T he D ec. the
L abor'

N on-P artisan 
L eague is m aneuvering itse lf in to

T he drift from R oose­
ve lt w ill  con tinue to “ go L an-cam -

World Socialism:
■ ' ■

A  N ew 'L abor P arty ' F or B rita in
B y H E R B E R T Z A M presen t L abor P arty m eets the 

b ill. It  Is true that effo rts have 

been m ade from tim e to tim e to 

transfo rm the L abor P arty In to 
a h igh ly d iscip lined organ ization , 
lim iting  the Independence o f the 
aff ilia ted sections. B ut in prac­
tice, the federated , character of 
the L abor P arty has rem ained 
changed . N o effo rt w as m ade to 
en fo rce the “ stand ing orders”  
even against the IL P at the tim e 
oT "tH e d ispu te. T he IL P becam e 
fr igh tened a t the possib ility o f en­
fo rcem ent o f these ru les som e tim e 
in the fu tu re and ran ou t.

part o f w h itd i is a cam paign to be 

perm itted aff iliation w ith the L ab­

o r P arty . W hen the IL P le ft it

tion , first o f 64 L abor m em bers, 

and then , by con tinu ing the m lU - 

U n t ligh t, o f the entire L abor 
de legation . If  that cou ld be ac­
com p lished from the outside, no t*  
am ong rank and file  • w o rkers bu t 
am ong the parliam entary “ bu- ‘ 
reaucracy ,” how.. m uch m ore 
cou ld be accom p lished on the in ­
side? Is no t th is report o f the 
“ N ew L eader”  a m ost te lling ar-

^U cy and^ la 'favo^Sf a ff lU a^^?

S ince lea^g the L abor P arty , 
the B ritish Independen t L abor 
P arty has stead ily declined in  
m em bersh ip , and also in in fluence 
in m ost sections of the co^ try . 
P rec ise ly at a tim e w hen the op­
portun ities fo r revo lu tionary w ork 
inside the L abor P arty w ere g reat­
est, a fter the ' ousting o f M acD on­
a ld and h is c lique fo r the ir com­
p le te cap itu la tion to B aldw in , the 
-H aP -^eparated -Itse lf ffom " ' tB e" 
m ain body o f the po litica lly o rgan­
ized w orkers in the expectation 
that these w orkers w ou ld soon 
flock ou t o f the L abor P arty . B u t 
th ings have no t w orked ou t that 
w ay . T he w orkers renew ed the ir 
hope in the L abor P arty , a fter the 
c leansing , and instead o f flock ing 
ou t began to re tu rn in  g reat num­
bers.

w as som ew hat under the pressure 

o f the com m un ists, w ho w ere at 

the tim e in the th roes of the ir 
“ th ird period”  m an ia. U pO n leav­
ing the L abor P arty , the IL P en­
tered in to a perm anen t un ited 
fron t w ith the

un-

C P w hich cam e 
to an end w hen the C P broke it  
to -support-the-eand idates-o f-a^ 
L abor P arty during the last elec­
tion . «

T he cam paign o t the C P fo r af-

E ven it the p roposals o f the lU

^ y  r  e^ tiir/X t rH ~
guaran tee Is there that the sam e revo lution -
dangers w ill  no t arise ? W ill  there 
no t be tendencies fo r super-cen- bon fereuce,
tra lisa tion? W ill  there not he ? M ners P ederaO on decided , 
M acD onalds in it? W ill  the com - vo te o f 283 ,000 to 238 ,000 to

vo te^ In favor of C P affiliation  
p rov ided the C P "accep ts and 
ab ides by the constitu tion o f the 
L abor P arty .”
ru le is com pu lso ry at the L abor 
P arty C onference, th is m eans 
that the 621 ,00 0 vo tes o f the m in­
ers w ill  be cast in favor o f C P 
aff iliation .

T he procedure in the organ iza­
tion o f th is “ labor party”  is an 
excellen t ind ication of its pur- 

con ference of un ions 
w as ca lled fo r the purpose o f or­
gan izing a N ew Y ork S tate labor 
psrty . A  num ber o f ind iv idua ls 
ge lded to endorse R oosevelt. 
T hen .rto get o rgan izationa l. back­
ing fo r the ir endorsem ents, they 
seated a labor party order to 
w oct Roosevelt.

Communist-Social 
redit Alliance in Canada ■

som e

L abor'TP ar^ '
a r

pose. • N o
A  brill ian t exam p le o f the w ork - 

ings o f the new com m un ist po licy 
o f a lU ances w ith anybody in o rder 
to secure ''resu lts" la brough t to ' 
the atten tion of the C A L I. by- 
M onroe S w eetland , new ohairm n ii 
o f the S ocialist P arty In O regon ." 
In E dm onton , A lberta P rov ince/ 
C anada, there w as an election fo r 
a lderm an. T he com m un ists w ere" 
so anx ious to have "un ity " that 
they w ithd rew the ir ow n cand i. 
date In favor o f the cand idate oi 
the S ocia l C red it party , In sp ite o( 
the fact that the C O P , w h ich is 
the C anad ian L abor P arty , also 
had a cand idate In the H eld . T ha 
C C P very correctly re fused to en ." 
do rse the S ocial C red it cand idate," 
s ince the first requ irem ent fo r the 
bu ild ing up o f a rea l L abor P arty " 
Is severance w ith the old (and 
new ) cap ita list parties.

T he expectations of the 
IL P d id no t m ateria lize .

N ow even the IL P leadersh ip 
rea lizes th is. A n effort is being 
m ade to undo ' the dam age. A t its 
last conven tion the IL P decided  
to launch a cam paign fo r labor 
un ity , no t th rough affilia tion w ith  
the L abor P arty , bu t th rough the 
launch ing o f a super L abor R arty . 
T he tex t o f the dec is ion reads:

ponen t e lem ents be m aterially d if ­
feren t than " they are today? O b­
v iously no t. T herefo re, the pro­
posals o f the IL P are either u to­
p ian or a sub terfuge, a refx jsal to  
recogn ize the erro rs o f sectarian 
ex istence and bo ld ly re tu rn to the 
L abor P arty , T he IL P canno t 
so lve its d iff icu lties by grand iose 
schem es o f new super-parties. It  
m ust base itse lf on the realities o f 
today— snd those realities dem and 
that the IL P , the m ain revo lu tion­
ary fo rce 
c lass today , retu rn to the L abor 
P arty and con tinue its w ork fo r 
revo lu tionary S ocia lism . T he S o­
c ialist L eague has show n that 
such w ork can be done even under 
the present structu re and leader­
sh ip o f the L abor P arty . T he IL P  
today has-no real rea.«?on fo r rc- 
fu .s ing to fo llow  its exam p le.

S ince the un it

W here Is 

It  G o ing?

M ore serious than the question 
P I the im m ed iate natu re of the 
N ew Y ork

W hile C P w ill  
m ltted th is year, if  the C P line 
rem ains the sam e. It Is alm ost 
certa in that a favorab le vo te is 
on ly a m atter o f tim e. T he pres­
en t line o f the C P Is so m uch like 
that of the L abor P arty that 
on ly the differences and pre ju­
d ices of the past stand in the 
w ay of aff ilia tion .

uo t be ad-
“ T he IL P w elcom es all lendenctcs for 

un ited action by the w ork ing c lass In the 
c lass struggle , and w ou ld w elcom e a led- 
c ral associa tion of "w orkers ' po litica l or- 

Izations w h ich w ou ld perm it freedom 
p ropaganda and action . W ith in  
F ederation Jo in t action w ou ld be tak­

en on a program of m ax im um agreem ent, 
w h ilst the parties w ith in the F ederation 
w ou ld retain freedom of eriilcism and 
action on other Issues, inc lud ing their 
ow n press, p latfo rm and program , and 
(he righ t to T ote separate ly in F arlla- 
m en t."

labor party ia the 
^  estiou of its fu tu re develop­
m ent. W here is L abor’s N on- 

L eague go ing?

T here is 
if the 
f'C ague

gan
of in ' the B riti.sh w ork ing(h is

a great danger that, 
L abor N on-Partisan 

iiw .. X to travel in its
rath* * *^  ^ f^® ction , it m ay h inder 

enhance an A m erican 
r P arty developm ent.

n f®  '“ ‘ ■ w iv ing the surface of 

Y ork set-up is suh- 
the" organ ized 

' independen t po litical
 ̂ " 'bhy years, the m a-

f  connected w ith the new
I find ^ op tH endorsem ent
I  U aL r?!’ .'’ "" ’ ”  •'" '■ ’ P '""*- the S o- 
I ticket. T h is year, L ab tu 's

In the c ity e lecU on in P ortland , 
O re., the com m un ists supported 
R alph C lyde, the T ow nsend cand i­
date fo r M ayor. S o w e see that 
th is Is no t a C anadian aberra tion / 
bu t part o f the new “ b road”  lino  
o f the com m un ists, to w hom the 
S oc ia lists have becom e “ sectarian”  
because they refuse to em brace 
A berhard t, T ow nsend , R oosevelt 

*  o ther fa lse sav io rs o f the pe<H

T he IL P is constan tly con tra­
d ic ting its ow n cla im s that 
L abor P arty can no longer be in ­
fluenced . In a recen t issue o f its 
o rgan the “ N ew L eader,”  there is 
a report o f a ses.sion of parlia* 
m en t entitled “ R evo lt B ecom es 
R evo lu tion .”  It is , a descrjpU op  
o f how , in a vo te on annam ents, 
the IL P parliam entary delegation and 
f-ecurt'd the support fo r iu posi-^p lo .

It  is obv ious, w ith the excep tion 
o f the last po in t, that w hat is de­
scribed here is the m anner of

the

function ing o f a labor party . E ven 
the last po in t ha.s been carried ou t 
in p ractice, a lthough ou tlaw ed *hy Communists (Old 
the statu te.^ . C on.sequen tly , the 
d fcL sion o f the IL P is in c.s.« ,cn te X  tio Labor ratty 
a recogn ition o f the need fo r be ing T he pred icam ent of the IL P  
as-so fla ted w ith a labor party , and ha.c betom e greater since the 
A iv fueal to rM O gn ize that the 'n tw line” i-f the f.om m un i.st.s




