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WHITHER THE FRENCH COALITION |
By HERBERT ZAM '

HEN Leon Bhm assumed power in France as the head of!

the “People’s Front” coalition government, the hopes ofj

the advanced workers throughout the world were, aroused to a
high degres. In spite of veryd
‘megative experiences with other|
coalitions in other countrieg, it]
was hoped that because of the
exceptional condition in France,]
the experiences there would be of]
& different character. These hopes;
were held not only by workers
who saw in the establishment oOf}
the ooalition & victory for Bocial-
ism, but also by revolutionists;
who bhad no faith in the powers

'tﬁnaoum vement on the eve of
the assumption of power by the
present government, were more
than an economic strike for bet-|
ter conditions, They indicated|
very definitely that the masses
congidered that the government{
would have to have extra-parlia-|
mentary assistance in the carry-
ing out of its program, and by
their mhamct.er——staying in the
of the roalition to accomplish factories, rather than walking owt:
anything of Iasting wvalue. —the workers, consciously or not,’
the .Congress of the ¥rench 50‘ indicated the direction in which
cialist Party where the decision|the struggle must develop further|
was taken, not oply the Blum} _toward the socialization .of in-}
mujority, but also the two Ieft!gustry. In the light of this, the)
groups, the Zyromski wing andjdecision of the government o
the Pivert vrevolutionary left,imove against strikes of this char-|
woted in favor of entering thej aster can only be interpreted as]
gov?mment wmder ﬂhe‘ ponditions a gesture agajnst any ‘type of ]
woutlined. extra-paramentary activity by
‘ 'thé workers,
The Real Change © It would be futile to enter into
The preliminary achievementsi, tirade against the Blum govern-
of the Blum pgovernment Quringiment for its mistakes and fail-
the first few days of its life gave] yres, The fault lies not with the
Body to these hopes. The favor-igum government, but with the'
able ssttlement of the series of] original sin—the setting up -of the:
Smkeﬂ, ‘the establishment of the] woalition goyemmmt By v jts
forty-hour week, the measures| yery mature, a coalition govern-
propounced =against the Falcistiment cannot accomplish anything’
bands—all must be definitely en-{put preserve a very bad: status!
tered on the eredit side of the' quo‘ " since any move agalnst the}
ledger. But the progress hasn’t} foundations of capitalism would ]
Deen uniform, mor have the de-) immediately rend the coalition, Tnf
welopments all been in & direc-| France, as in England at the time
ﬁen indicated by the first Iew of the Hrst Labor government, |
‘deys. ‘On a whole series of ques-ithe capitalists are endeayoring to,
tiops, the Blura coalition govern-juss the Socialists to tide them!
sment bas not only been unable t0lgyer a very storoxy period. Alter’
.carry out & thoroughgoing revo-|the chestnuts have been pulled
Autionary - Socialist program, bul)out of the fire of economic and
has ewen found it impossible to{political chaos, the capitalists will |
apply the elecioral program of{piye the govermment its walking
the Pepple’s Front. The army |papers. We saw an example -of]
and -other mxh’ta:ry fomes have | +this only recently. in Sweden,

e

-

_been ceniralired wnder one com-
"mand, but the peripd of compul-:
sory service has not been reduced
or eliminated. HEssentinlly {the
same wlements wemain in creal
control of the army. The Bank

of France, against which the first

assault ‘was fo be directed for the

destruction of the power of the'
ban'lﬂera, remaing untouched, 0nly=

very minor reforms sre~40 he
carned out,’
hiave shown their pratitude by

svhole-hearted coopperation with|

- ghe governmenf. No steps have
‘been initiated by the government
for the institution of woman suf-
Frage. The reforms proposed for

fthe colonies are of a purely zu:l-v

ministrative <tharacter and 3leave’
aintonched the exploitation of the;

colonial people by the French im-‘
perialists, or 'the guestion of in-’

gdependence for the oolonies.

One of the main srguments in
the ' formation -of the |

Favor of

The Bank directors’

| where the allies of the Socialists
broke up the government over 2
trifting sum appropriated for old
age pensions, because they felt
themselves strong enough to do’
without the coalition. The opposi-:
tion in principle of the revolu-
tionary Soclalists to participation
in conlition gevermments together
with ccapitalist parties derives not
from an abstract dogma, but
from the concrete experience of
the workers in all countries, where'
ronlitions have, without excepbaon :
brought results contrary to thé
interests of the workers and have'’
played into the hands ©of the fas-
cists, XEven the brief experience
with the French coslition fore-,
casts the same results. The aban-
donment of the traditional policy:
of the Fremch Party has not been.
justified. The reluctance ex-|
1 pressed in the resolution author-
izing the assumption of power,
bas been further strengihemed

L

coalition, government was that it
svould move agaipst the fascist)
aovement., In reality the gow-;

» grnment has heen unsable to take'
substantial measures against this
fmovement., ‘The measures it has'
#aken have only served the pur-.
pose of diverting the fascists to'
“Jegal” political activity, and
save helped lay the basis for a
imass fascist party, which JYhe
{govemment will tolerate, in the
®ame manner that Hitler was tol-
erated by the warious coalitions
in Germany.

The ‘Sxt-Bown Strike

! vPexﬂsapsj the most disappointing
act of all' was the awnouncement
of Minister of the Interior ‘Salen-
gro, under pressure from ‘the
Senate, dominated by the same
Radical Party which.is part of the
government, that hercafter "sit-
down” strikes would be treated

and has led fo statements indi-
cating a possible change of
courae,

| Communists Approved
The communists of course are
aiready trying to profit by the
bad experiences of the govern-
ment., But let us recall once
more ‘that they are the real
fathers of the coalition idea, and
are still defending, in principle,
the formation of *Peoples’ Front”
governments, Their refusal to
| participate in the government
| which they had so vigorously fos-
tered is a piece of unprincipled-
ness not easily explained away.
The Blum government is now at
the parting of the roads. Ii can
either follow the path of tradi-
tional coalitions, with the same
resulls~ or it must boldly strike
out on & palh of independent
working c¢lass aclion, combining

m& “illegal,” in contradistinction { purliamentary with extra-parlia.
" o Dlum's carller declaration that imentary activity, and gradually
mothing would be done in the way | shake itself free of the incubus ol
of action against workers en-]the Radicals Only the latfer path
gaged in such strikes, These “sit- | can hring posilive results tor
down” strikes, initiated by theilorench  and  the laternaionad

zaacses more or less a8 & spon~ worluny chisg,
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