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The American Youth ActWorld  Socialism
Feat'irea of the Act which endorsed hy the Socialist p«rt« 

platform: *A PEOPLE’S FRONT IN ENGLAND?
A system of vocational 

training and employment of 
youtli on pubUc (not private) 
enterprises for the purpose 
of providing wages equal to 
the prevailing wage rates; no 
case less than $15 per week 
plus $S for each dependent.

Payment of expenses of 
needy students in high 

vocational

the membership 
sist of the elected represea, 
tatives of youth organiza, 
tionS, one-third to consist 
of the representatives of 
organized labor and the 
mainder to be represent^, 
tives of local social servioa 
educational, and oonsnm, 
ers* organizations.
All  projects under terms of 

Act shall be actually beao. 
ficial to the community a&d 
no ' works projects shall be 
directly or indirectly of a 
inilita^ character or design, 
ed to subsidize any .private 
profit-making enteiprize.

Act's benefits shall be 
extended to all youth with*  
out discrimination because 
of nativity, sex, race, color, 
religious or political opia, 
ion or affiliation. No youtb 
will
against because of strike 
or trade union activity or 
for refusing to work at Im 

than local 
wages.

*----------------- ----------By HERBERT ZAM ------------------------—

The People’s Front wave seems to liave reached England, which 
is perhaps the last country one would expect such a movement to 
take root, sinc$ the workers are concentrated in the Labor Party, 
with a fair projxirtion of the middle class already in it. Stimulate
by ■ the electoral victories of the4>---------------------------
People’s Front in France and 
Spain, the remnants of the old 
Libert Party have begtm a vig­
orous campaign for the forination 
of a “ people’s front” to fight re­
action. Uoyd George and his 
Reconstruction Coimcil have be­
come vigorous advocates of this 
idea, as have also some of the 
»‘ left”  members of Ramsay Mac-
X>onald's ‘ “party.” It is easy to
see their reason for doing so. A
^‘people’s front" needs middle
class liberals. liberals with
“names.” They offer themselves.
For them a people’s front would
be a windfall. Discredited and
deserted, they have been con­
tinually flifOng yrtth every breeze

.. (that came along. '^This seems to 
be a promising one at present.

So far Labor has been cool 
to these proposals. After all, 
the Labor Party has very UtUe 
to gain from any new alliances 
which bring no additional sup- 
port." A section of the Labor 
Party may welcome such a new 
set*up because it will present 

. another opportunity to water 
down the already thin program 
of Labor a little more. But the 
trade unions, which in the last 
analysis control the Labor Party, 
will  be very reluctant to permit 
such a development. They have 
been traditionally- opi>osed to 
What was derisively referred to 
as “ Lib-Lab” alliances in the 
past So far the Communists al­
so have had a somewhat different 
line than elsewhere. They argue 
that in England, the Peoples’
Front would have to consist of 
labor organizations only, without 
the Liberals. Thus the prospects 
for a people’s front ‘ in Britain 
appear to be rather slim.

Socialist
Stren^h

American Socialists accustomed 
to small parties are usually sur­
prised at the' size of the Euro­
pean Socialist parties. Since the 
fascist victories in Germany and 
'Austria, many believe that there 
tore no really large Socialist 
parties. Recent reports, how­
ever, show such views to be mis­
taken.

The latest figures for Sweden, 
for instance, show a Socialist 
membership there of 338,000. In 
Denmark the Social-Democratic 
Party has 195,000 members, and 
the youth organization has 25,000 
members. Chechoslovakia shows 
170,000 members and Holland 
close to 90,000. Tiny Iceland 
has a Party with 12,300 mem­
bers, probably the largest in the 
world in comparison with the 
population. These examples show 
that Socialism is a mass move­
ment still, in spite of the loss 
of the two largest sections.

Labor Unity  
In Australia

After five years of division, a 
united Labor Party has again 
been established in Australia, 
where Labor is the largest party.
The 1931 split was two ways— 
one toward the right, and one 
toward the left. The right w'lng, 
led by Lyons, rapidly became the 
rallying point for anti-labor and 
reactionary elements, and soon 
united with the Nationalists, an 
anti-labor group, in the United 

—Australian Party, thus removing 
itself^ from the labor movement.

split to the left was much 
more sciious, involving first the 
New South Wales Labor Party, 
and later spreading to the rest 
of .the Dominion. Tim issues iu- 
yolved were financial policy (in­
volving the policy of repudiation

fm

of debts sponsored by Long, the 
Labor-Premier of Australia), and 
provincial autonomy. As a re­
sult of this split, the Labor 
movement suffered many losses.

Unity was restored at a special 
Interstate Conference at Mel­
bourne in February of this year. 
On the one hand the New South 
Wales Labor Party, which had 

Independent since the split,

andschools 
schools; compensation, ex­
clusive of all fees, shall in 
no case be less than $15 
per month.
A system of regular em­

ployment on college projects 
for the purpose of providing 
regular wages for needy 
xmdergraduate and graduate 
students in colleges. Wages 
shall be equal to the prevail­
ing wage for work performed, 
and In no case under $25 per 
month.

Act to be administered 
and controlled by youth 
commissions. On all ad­
ministrative boards set up, 
not less than one-third of

been
agreed unreservedly to accept the 
platform, rules and constitution 
of the Australian Labor Party 
and to become the State Branch 
of that Party; it agreed to re­
instate all members who had 
been exi>elled as a result of the 
difficulties with thf national or­
ganization. On the other hand 
the National Labor Party re­
scinded its resolution of March, 
1931, expelling the Lang organ­
ization. <■

The Conference further moved 
to do away with the conditions 
which had made a split possible 
in the first place. The triennial 
conference was moved forward 
from. October to July, and pro­
posals for constitutional changes 
were worked out. It is sug­
gested that the powers and func­
tions of the Federal Gonference 
should be Bmtted to the formula­
tion of Federal policy and plat­
form; that the existing Federal 
Executive be replaced by a Fed­
eral secretariat limited to rou- 
tihe duties; that the Interstate 
conference meet annually; and 
that representation from the 
states at this conference be on 
a more democratic basis. Thus 
in effect, the movement has been 
decentralized and real power will  
now reside in the Interstate Con­
ference.

m

'mi

George Nelson, fighting far­
mers' leader, who is the Social­
ist candidate for the Vice-Presi­
dency^

be discriminated

trade - union

To Hold Hearing 
On ConstUntion Socialist Party 

Welcomes Mini
neat Cutters Convene

WASHINGTON, D. C.—A puhr 
lie hearing on the Farmers’ and 
Workers' Rights Amendment, to 
take place the latter part of the 
first week in June, has been 
promised by the Senate Commit­
tee on Judiciary, annouunces 
David Lasser, president of the 
Workers’ Alliance of America.

“ Through the courtesy of Sen. 
Elmer A. Benson (Farmer-Labor, 
Minn.) the Senate committee has 
promised us this hearing. At that 
hearing we must have representa­
tives of all the labor xmlons, farm 
and fraternal organizations that 
have endorsed this amendment. It  
is important for all those who 
favor this amendment, which will  
give Congress the power to pass 
social legislation on a national 
scale without the nine reactionary 
members of tae Supreme Court 
having the right to declare it un­
constitutional, to take part in the 
public hearings,” said Lasser. 
“Requests have been sent to these 
individuals and organizations to 
send representatives to this city 
next week.”

MEMPHIS, TENN.—The four­
teenth convention of the Amal* 
gamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher ^Workmen of Nor.th 
America will  convene here June 
8 with representatives present 
from 600 locals.

SAN FRANCISCO, Cal.-Re4 
fused permission to sign a red 
card while in San Quentin coa« 
victed *of criminal syndicalism, 
Norman Mini, now out on parole, 
joined the Socialist Party of Cali< 
fomia when three members of tbe 
state executive committee tra?< 
eled to the prison to receive liia 
oral application for memberabip^

The first to complete his tena 
of the eight workers convicted la 
the famous Sacramento crimloal 
syndicalism trial of 1934, Mini  re* 
ceived a three year sentence and 
was. paroled for sixteen months.

Of the male prisoners, Albert 
Hougardy received three and 4 
half years, and like Mini wtil  
serve the last 16 months on parole, 
Pat Chambers, Martin Wilson, 
and Jack Crane received five year 
sentences, parole to be detet* 
mined later. Sentences for the girl 
prisoners have not yet been de* 
termined.

The convention will  take up the 
problem of organizing tmorgan- 
ized workers, the question of 

industrial unionism,craft versMS 
and the strike of packing house 
workers in progress for more 
than a year in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.

O. 0. liicked Again
INDIANAPOLIS, IND. — Ef­

forts on the part of old guard 
elements to bar the Soc^list 
Party of the United States from 
the ballot by setting up a “ So­
cialist Party 
proved futile. In an emphatic 
ruling, the State Board of Elec­
tions held that only the state or­
ganization recognized by the na­
tional party was entitled to rec­
ognition.

At the same time, William 
Spencer, iftember of the board, 
declared biat it would rule 
against the filing of a “Social 
Democratic” Party on the bal­
lot, as the' name is deceptive, 
being neither Socialist nor Dem­
ocratic,

Incorporated,"Argeutine
Elections

In spite of the instability in 
the political situation in Argen­
tina, and the rapid rise and de­
cline of parties, the Socialist 
movement remains a stable and 
permanent force. This was shown 
by the partial elections in March 
in the city of Buenos Aires. The 
Socialist Party polled 103,000 
votes, elected five deputies to 
parliament and six members of 
the municipal council.

While this was a loss com­
pared with 1934, it was a large 
gain over'1930, when the Radi­
cals also had a ticket in the 
field. In 1934 the Radicals did 
not run (they had just been 
turned out of power) and the 
Socialist Party was the only op­
position party thus obtaining 
many of the Radical votes. Next 
to the Socialists and Radicals 
(who obtained 187.000 votes) the 
strongest party was that of the 

Socialists, with 
parties

are anti-government, which is 
supported by the capitalists, big 
landowners—and American im­
perialist representatives. Thus, 
it appears that the entire popu­
lation of Buenos Aires is opposed 
to the government.

■ :
Co-ops Hi$ Campos

CHICAGO.—Cooperatives hav3 
hit the campus, and hit it hard.

Today 138 college cooperativea, 
most of which have sprung up 
within the last four years, aerva 
moi'e than 32,000 members on 
campuses scattered“ tett"across the 
country. Together they do a busi* 
ness of well over $2,750,000 an< 
Dually.

OoHcral Strike Cooms
NEW YORK—The shop chair­

men, of the Joint Council Knit- 
goods Workers Union last week 
discussed and voted upon the de­
mands which the Union would 
place before the employers In 
the coming General Strike in 
the month of July, 1936.

The meeting was marked by 
an enthusiastic spirit on the pai't 
of the shop chairmen and a de­
termination that the agreement 
with the employers will  be re­
newed with impvoved conditions 
for the knitgoods workers.
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musicals, roller skatmg, tennis, swim­
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Kings Couuiy Elects
The Kings County committee 

at a meeting held last Thursday 
decided to proceed with organ­
ization of a County Committee 
according to the present by-laws, 
and to function immediately.

The' following officers were 
elected: Thcodoi'e Shapiro, Or­
ganizer; Edward Greif, Perman­
ent Chairman; Ray Sokoloff, Sec­
retary.
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WoodboBrne, N. Y. Fallsburg S F 23

Independent 
12,000 votes. All  of these
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