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No. 12-13 of the Neue Rheinische Zeitung Edited by Marx

Translation and Editing in Charge: Chen Lidan
( Sichuan University Chengdu Sichuan 610065)

Editor’ s Note:  The Neue Rheinische Zeitung founded by Marx and Engels in 1848 —1849 was their first
brilliant practice in the implementation of the program and strategy of Communist Manifesto and also the source of Marxist
view of journalism. For historical reasons the Neue Rheinische Zeitung had not been translated into any language other
than German until 2020 not to say even a full issue of the newspaper. Now published in this present issue is the
Chinese version of No. 12—13( first of the three back—to—back issues of the newspaper) laid out exactly as it was
originally published restoring as much as possible the language of the pages of the newspaper.

The headline on the front page of the newspaper was the subscription notice of the Neue Rheinische Zeitung which
was written by Marx himself for 87 consecutive issues showing Marx’ s strong awareness of newspaper management.

In Marx’s judgment all the content of the newspaper embodied a special proletarian character. This issue exposed
the compromise between the Frankfurt National Assembly and the Prussian National Assembly and the throne with vivid
facts especially the Chinese translation ( in only 203 words) of An Admission of Incompetence by the Assemblies of
Frankfurt and Berlin co—written by Marx and Engels in which the words were all spaced with increased spacing ( the
Chinese translation is shown in bold) highlighting the editorial office” s contempt for the two parliaments. At the same
time it also reported more important political and economic events in the states of the German Confederation as well as
the ongoing local war between Denmark and Germany for territory ( Engels wrote reports in this regard) and the
situation in Poland and the Italian War of National Unification reported by Engels.

France was the focus of attention for all the countries in the European revolution and the newspapers focused on the
complex struggle between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat the republicans and the monarchists in Paris. The news
from Britain on the other hand unfolded with the struggle between the workers’ Chartists and those in power as the
main line. This issue covered news from Asia ( the Sikh uprising in India) for the first time and there was news from the
Americas ( including the Mexican Indians) in previous issues showing the broad international perspectives of the
newspaper.

The text under the double lines on pages 3 and 4 of the issue was an advertisement. The long article in the
advertisement column On the reduction of the military budget and the abolition of sinecures and abuses in the Prussian
army although not representing the views of the editorial office was clearly close to Marx and Engels’ s assumption of
the transformation of the Prussian army. The classified advertising section highlighted the awareness of the newspaper’ s
advertising service.

In 1848 China did not know what a newspaper was. The Neue Rheinische Zeitung can compete with the city’ s
Kolner Zeitung ( the second largest newspaper in Germany at that time) in terms of the breadth of the news sources and
advertising sources as well as the level of writing. The former had only been published for 12 days while the latter had
had a history of half a century. Marx’ s Neue Rheinische Zeitung created the glorious tradition of the Communist Party” s

party newspapers that stuck to the revolutionary standpoint and abode by the intrinsic law of the press.
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