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Nicaragua:

! | dhon’t want war in Central Arerica clshmed
Fonsld Fesgen o s pres confsmence in Wahington
on July 27. That's obricusly why he has sent 5,000
oombat troops Tor ‘mifitary exercises’ in Hondu ras
and the Caribbeen. The truth is that far from seeking
peace U5 imperialism is plotting all-out war to crush
the revolutionary uprisings in Central Amarica and

tha Caribbean.

b3 pppodition to US involve-

ment in the affain of the
Central Armerican penple
hizs grown, Resgan's govern-
ment ha sctually stepped
up the pressure on he
Candinista povernment 0
Micarsgua and on the ree
olutbonary forces in El Sal-
vador and Guetamala. And
of course tha LIS aggression
againgt Culss his nereased

i hum h:_r b | ﬂﬂ'.
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e besan gk g giTack s
a1in Micerega from Hon-
Saram. It} mi=netaed Tl
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froum: the LIS srmdaasssdor
o ehoodiormm. JOFe Magro-

achitect of tha later
sages of the Vietnam
war, o head a comim-
usion of inguiry inTo

the sitwation in Central
America has raised both
soorn and alarm among
such props of the US
estabishment 8 tho Mew
Work Times and the Lo
Anpeles Times, They

fear that Feagan's policy
will lead to an all-out

wir between Micaragus
andd Honduras, Tollowed
fay a Dupww W mpEn with
et LIS matary efi
= ks gl

Feagan fesrs that the
rxgnple of T S
mim o Bvroeeny off
nat onby by othsl parts
of Cartral Asmwrica puch
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Reagan Plots All-Out War

ponte, Mot only that but
the contras work kand n
glove with tha Honduran
army which has evan pro-
yided artillery cover for
tha “contras’ barder in-
cuirgions into Micaragua,

Thae appaintmant of
Hanry Kissinger, the

& El Salvador end Guat-
emala bart adss by the
powvarful working clas
In Brazil, Chile and
Arpentina

If the US succead in thair
campaign of intimidation
itwill set back the pros
pect of working clas ad-

vance in Latn America
and boost the LB wiar-
drive world-wide;

That is why 1t isin the
interests al Irish workers
&l the anti-imperistist
MOYeITENT DS gi'ﬂ'! Full
support to the campaign
o gpat the US cut of Cent-
rel Armericd, We should

demand an end 10 e oom-
plicity of tha Irish gowern-
ment with LS aggression
rawgaled in the permitied
Cl& sabotage of a recant
Dall debats on Central
Amarica,

A ver should start fomw
10 ersure that the national

mobilisations needed 1o
end that complizing begin
to ba built in readiness for
ary stepping up of US or
Handuran moves saing
Micaragua

Ciaran Machamidhe

LS HANDS OFF
CENTRAL AMERICA!

SOLIDARITY WITH
REVOLUTIONARY
MNICARAGUA!

INTERNMENT

12 YEARS ON.
IN THE NORTH
WE ARE STILL

INTERNED

On August 9th twelve
'19_1:31'!. ago, British
roops burst into
working-class homes
all over the Morth and -
dragged Mationalist
workors from their beds;
most were to spend the
next few years in con-
centration camps, but
first they had to run the
gauntlet of savage beat-
ings and Brutality, and
a number of "guinea-
pigs’ were reserved for
even more savage and
systematic torture and

sensory deprivation.

this 's Augst 9th,
lI;'!4.:.:-||:|q:|4|:rrm'_'a“<:|n’f the Irish
struggle here and around
the world will commem
prate this crlawe aginst
the Irish people. But the
last round of ineriment
wgas the latest in a long

line of such awocities.
What we will be comme
emoraling even more

« will be the fact that it

didn't work : that after
an initial hesitation, the'
mass struggle against
impenalism became
even stronger and more
determined.

That mass strupgle has not
yut defeated imperialism
and built 2 workers' repubr
be. S we rEFIEIN intermed,
interned by parﬂtiuq, bay the
imparialkt exploitation of
aur country, and by the
variows methods that the
British installed at their
lgigure to replace inlem-
ment =speclal laws, Mo
jury courts, Tortume, and

& was reeenily and tragi -
cilly shown in both Lurgan
ard Arrnagh, the licenssa

af the UDR, RUC and

BRITS to shoot to kil
whan deal ing with the
Mationalist population.

But these farms of intam -
frient have not broken our
spirit. Tha massive vota for
Sinn Feln shows the level

of continuing rasistance 10

British rule, and the H-Black

miowement thowed the
power of @ urtited move -
ment in actian.

Tha challenge today comes
not from Britih brotality
or cur ability to endure it
but from the political chal-
anges thrown up'bey the
struggle igef. The failure
of internmant led eventu -
ally o the fall of Strment;
nin the Assembly repre -
sants the 1l st toe-held in

a British push to restore it
But our responsa now mist
be an all - reland one, and

must wake into account the
incresingly open collabor-
ation batwesn the 26 Coun-
ty capitalists #nd the British.
It rust akso take Into aoc -
ount the meajor econormic
offersive of iImperialism,
and achvance & claas strugole
answar to the cuts, the
closuras and thie dole quews,

Mo dowbt this Augustanoe
again, Mationalst vouth in |
the Six Counties will res -
pond wlolently to the Brig
= pressnce, We sympathise
with this reaction, and
recognize that it is youth
wha can provide the lead
for a militant fightback,
but after the demonstrators
ol resentment comes the
maid to build , arganise

vl forge @ massiva move -
ment that can secure the
right of self - determinafion
far the whole Irish people,




EDITORIAL
GERRY ADAMS IN LONDON

The Sinn Fein turn to electaral
activism and the strength of the
left inside the moavement holds
out many promises of pelitical
change in the Republican Movement.
In one area = the pellicy of
Fepublicans towards the British
working clazs and the Labour Party
left - there has been a clear
change [o peliticel asttltudes,

Gerry Adams' visit to Londom tram-
sformed that change of attitude
into actlion,

Adams’ wisit generated what no

amount of bombs could hiave done =
A direct and open Tesponse f rom
sections of the British working
class I{n support of British With-
drawal from ITeland. The discuss=-
ions generated guidelines for
future action - as Gerry Adems
himszelf sald the touchston& for
the united solidarity work in
Britain is support of self
detemination for the Irish people
and not the [RA's militaTy campaign.

In the long run a real moverent
of stppert in Britain will depend
on a real mass movement here.

The action of Leom Brittan Im
basmning the 5inn Fein MP [ rom
visiting Irish prisonars shows the
Britizh eatsblishment
hysteria generated by any dialogue
hetwern British and Irish workera.
The that (wen

levwal of

ludicrous excuse

‘Carron had been zllowed to cxercise

that right because he was not
slected as a 5inn Fein ‘HMP shows
just how baseless and vindictive
Eritish Goveroment attacks are,

Yet agaln the wotes of Nationalist
workers sr= aet as nothing against
the spite of the Tories.

We suggest that this issue might
well serve as an inital test of the
new atposphere of selidarity.

Are thase labour MP's now prepared
to meet Sinn Feln also prepared to

This position shows up the sheer
stupidity of those who heckled the

critical Labour MP at
Of course its necessary

meeting.

the Islington

to answer these criticisms but nmot
to censor them = pot 1if you want
to see a teal movement of solidar-
[ty among British workers.

We in Peoples Democracy could
glso remark wryly that the

conditions for building an
and gnlted moverentl J.I'I

apen
land do

ot dT Frer that mich f?ﬁﬁ"ﬁﬁé

guidelines that Gerry Adsms laid

down for a
Covement .,

braad based
In both caszes a

Briti=h

willingness to build cpposition to

the British pr
of the self
worklng class

is=

sefic g ©Oo

the bazi=a

organization of the

the touchstone.

protest this attack on democratic

rightsl

Are they prepared Lo Carry

out those visits denled to Gerry

Adams - and to act om the prisoners
In Iteland what has

grievances’
Hume got to say 7

w111 he collabor

=gte wlith S5inn Fein te. enaute
communication with the prisoners.

and protest the

ban' What do elhar

T:'s think of Fareign Minlater
Barry's cheering on of Britizh

attacke]

Tllr e

are supgestions gnly.,

But follewing Cerry Adand® Londan

wvizil

Ewo things are clear.

The

first is the real politieal
opportunities in dialogue with the

Britizh left,

need to move guickly frem

The zerond {8 the

el bed

discussion to united acticn Lo

defernd our

rfghtes

BLEHYS = The Wages we need

‘Clarys, a legend kn
shopping and a fairytale
in wages” runs one of the
plecards on the picket line
ouitside Clery's in Dubdin,
The workers have besn out
an strike since June 2dth.
Many feel they N be out
for Auvgast & wall. Thera
are more than 360 sales,
clerizal and display staf
fighting Tor union recog-

nitlon and for pay incrome

Traditionally, the |[LIDWE
{irish Union of Distributive
Warkers and Clerks) has
repressnted the distributize
tradies. Bul many workers
wegs orltical of the lack of

loadership and the fact 1hat
thay wern falling bahind
wiages and condition won
by othar wiiens. This could
be put dewen to the ald
guard of tha TUDWE, which
with rapidly shrinking
membership has

brought ' new milcant’
John Mitchedl to head up
the Linion, Te date, the
IUOWCE has lost in PRMES
and Clarys to tha ITGWL,

O course, there |s inter-
wnicen tivalry here. The
IUDWE is haemorrhaging
and the ITGWLI [alraady
lesing theasands through
redundanciesh must deliver

the ponds or grea up the
apportunity to Inceease
mambers, Unions are feeting
tha effocts of job loszes and
this inereasss competition
for mambers.

This tengion of course is
completaly in thi employ-
ers’ ingerests, Cleny’s chibed
execative, Arthar Walls, can
pxprass pessimism about an
garly setdement, and 2avwe
thousands during these sum-
mes months, 8 waditianally
slowy perlod far the big
stores, Managament here

i aleo determined to resist
the militant approach of the
ITGWLU No. 2 branch -

sehiich the wearkers want to
join - 1o seek wooe INeresses
ahave the ‘rational norm’
and the offer of £2.36
over |4 manths.

Clory'” 4 workers are an
papmpla of the fow rates arf:
pay in the distribotive trade:

p, WOTKETS Maximu 1 £101
per week. Commission can
be samed but this 1s unrel-
jabla and can be a5 low a8

£5 5wiek.

intar-unian rivalrg ared e
tight of workers 0 join 8
union of their cholce have
complicatod & fight for

Iraland:
Flasewhera:

AddreEScssnassnn ns

More than 700 jobs have been lost
with the ¢losore of the Goodyear

Trre Flant in Cralgavon.

& masasive

milti=mational conglomerate,
Goodyear set up in the North in
1960 taklng full advantege of the
incentives offered by the former
Unionist Government at Stormont

under Capt. Terence O'Neill.

The

procise to create 2,000 Jobs was

never realised,

Goodyear claim the plant had
become a less operator in an o

etteopt tbo

juutity the closure,

But Goodyear is a multi-national
which makes record breaking profits
eath year due,in no smell park,to
the practice of opening plants in

laces

like Ireland
the fres hind-outs a

fons and shutting shop when these

dry up.

Throuthout its years 1o

the Morthk Goodvear have invested

the
ook
an banka

proflita of the Craipaven plant
in Ireland, bul

theough Americ=

that happen to have

Goodyear as & major sharehoalder,

g decent basic wage. [0 this
riegard, the | TGWU i3 no
anel and has often akatr-
ucted {aided by bureau-
cratic Comgres i les) their
former marmbers going o
othar unions

I th=se trmes of reeession
and austerity qovernment
policies with serious lang
term consequonces for
trades union arganisation
and a structural waakening
of the working clas, unions
showild ke fiphting together.

A national drive among all
unkans in the datributive
traclos ta raise tha level

Hn‘nlyqnil---llllrnnnrl
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12 issues ¥i.50p
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The Union we want

of wages is what's needed,
Mammratiile Clery's workers
gre rarching wp end down
on bt dusty days. Woral2
iz fartastic” the secretary of
the strike committes Sean
Halan sald. 'Peooile e
detarmined te Stay out
gl they get what thep
W an strike for,”

Measages of support, werk-
place coflections, should be
sant o |

The Secratary, Strike

Committes of Clery's, Mo 2
Branch ITGWL, Liberty
Hall,

VINMIE JACKSON

g@l_%%all -
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INTERVIEW WITH AN ACTIVIST

RANK

Interviow with HARRY
FLEMING, a lnadar of the
Ranke worken' ocoupation
at Ranks Flour ME in
Phitsboro Dubdin, July 25,

ER:- Harry, could you
brineg w2 up to date with
where the struggle with
Hanks & right now?

HF - Wall, wa're back in
Diwrblin now, and the Fight

willi continue fipm the Dub-

lim site, One major boost is
thay full suepport from the
Mo |2 brandh (af the I TG-
WL meeting for the black-
ing of imports and we're
optimistic that given that

it will go from there 1o the
District Committea than to
the Executive and we mighi
pet an all-out biacking and
maybo wo might get back
under the umbrelia of the
(Fighldig]

SH:- With the government
tolking so much abowut
jobe vodey wa there amy
evidente of any sttempt to
savg your jobs by amy
Gowernment bodies?

HF:=Wefl in relation to the

IDA thers hawe bean artic-

les in the paper purporting

o chime lroem the 1DA

st e s o sy
Flandy Well @

and your relations with
the workers of Ranks Mill
in Limarick. Could you
explain thess issues for
our readarsi

HF:- The situaticn in
Lirmerick did twm out very
wgly. To begin with we hawe
1o state that it's ahways been
about pols an tha Dublin
site. The situation was in
rewersg in Limerick. There
ware g number of people
there wha had the same
idea as oursedves but dus 1o
prossures belng brought to
bedr dovwn thene they had
> aphept monetary com-
prrsation.

Unfortunately, the greater
majority of the Limerick
people plumped to accapt

# lemer deal altogethar, We
in Dublin could not acrmpt
that giveft that even at the
battom line it was the Lab-
our Court recommendation,
Teking that and some of tha
ursaOUry things that
happensd dusing the Limeor-
bk ppbsode we had peopls
who tried o stand up snd
fight for jobs snd the proper
coRmpEnsstion openly
intimidgted, wives being
shused on e 1tresl, ek
PP caily, and B0 oon. -l

- hed f

ing on e 4th of February.
We Rivr 8 docurment in owr
hant  addremed to
Gordon Sull the derwctor
of Aani treland Lad., ot
s clated the Teh April, It
froin the 1DA snd it states
they'd be only too willing
to facilitate them in any
weay they can. 5o things
likg this hawve to be
questioned.

SH;- Thare's bean a lot
of confusian ereated by
the press about your fight

dacide what was tha hﬂt
thing to do; decide a1 what
oot vy could vucoeatully
proaecute tha thang. We the
Dbl bry wetriers didn't lfve in
Limerick and we had to
take our Limerick counterp-
arts into sccount, look at
their side of it. Life wasn't
poing 1o ba very plesiant
for tham after we left and
wie decided that given that
v woubd have 1o withdraw
reluctanthy, We drew up
proposals for the withdraeal
with.the Compary which the

the Company Rave not hon-
curpd since,

SR Now that you're back
in Dublin how do you see
the fight to defend your jols
developing?

HF :- We have & couple of
things in the pipefine, Ona
muirch broader front we do
hope to organise a meating
with ail the sit-in groups for
soime time in Septamber.

W went around the country

and got the sit-in groups to
sign a document. We'ne gaing
to call & meeting with a view
o setting up a central eamm
ittee that people in the same
stustion & ourselves can
oome 1o for advice. At the
rmament tham's Clondalk s
paper mills, Kisgdam Tubes,
Carigaline Podteries,
MeArdles n Dundalk, SHIA,
They'll afl ke invited given
that they are all In oecypat-
ion at present

SR - What is your advice
to other workers wha find
tharmsalves in the same
suiuation & yourselves?

HF - Workears st all st
munt detend the jobs.
Thase's & lot of talk about
orEsting reees jois, sEiting
up new h'li.ﬂlnlu;. e

retention W-:rkzr: mrl,r
wihere & | e it hawve by
gane independently
row of the trades union
leadarship because the
leadership doas appear 1o
be lacking. Otherwise you
wouldn't have waorkers
sitting in throughout the
country. If there was dir-
action and leadership thara
you wouldn't have a
situation like that,

SR Could vou tell us
about the support vou‘ve

gotten from other workers?

HiF - The monetary support
wi've gotten from workers
in general has been grest
Without that support the
like af this fight couldn't
contmue,

SR - What lesmans have you
drawmn from your fight 5o
far?

HF:- The only ene you can
faly on to do any fighting
for wou ls yourself, The
ufich gre thea people you
work with, not the union
siructure as such, But the
union you have within the
job, that is the soliderlty aof
the paople you have with
vou |5 what you rely on

to do your fighting for vou,
s sad 0 say that you have
these structures thara which
should be praviding advice
supgort and so forth but
thesa people are letting joks
go' by the thewsand. Hs being
Ieft up 1o the groups of
individuzls 1o fight thesa
thing themsalves, Most
peogple by the tima they
estatdish whers they're
poing they ve lost half of
their troops. Tha & what its
sl sbout. H thars was 8
engral I;n:hr thiat these peop-
b could g wnﬂh their hﬂ

wln m-malhmg o1 the =nd .|:|1'

the day.

DONATIONS are urganty
neadad end can be sent to:-
RAMKS Strike Relisf Fund
cfo 68 Barry Avenue,
Finglas West, Dublin Il

Trurtee Savings Bank,
Phibsboro, DUBLIN

{Ranks Strike Relief Fund
Account No: -30/301245008|

unemployed
organise

“"For the first timo ever Anco grants have
not risen with Increases in social wel-
fare and little has been done about it",
Frances Chance, HOPE community worker in
Finglas, Uublin told a recent public
meeting on unemployment,

¥Youth Bnpleynent Schemes,promoted
by the Youth Emploiment Agency and
The Finglas Unemployved Action Group who
hosted the meeting gave details of a ve-
cent HOPE survey which showed unemploy-
ment in Finglas ruoming at 23%. In South
Finglaz the level i 'rizes to 31X sod of
these 26% are not recelving any social
pssistance. This arounts to about 5,000
peaple with no job in one worklog class
atea alone! Mcat people guestioned on
Ehe survey were cynical aboit Ehe Gov-
ernrent and its policies. Quite a lot
were aware of workers fighting back
like . in Bankas, Others felt helpless.

YOUTH BEIFPED OFF

Youth Empleoyment schemes, promoted by the
Youth Employment Agency and Manpower were
roundly condemned as exploitation of
vaung workers, The £77m collected through
the 1% levy iz used to provide cheap lab-
suT ie. six montha “tt'_alning" wark delng
"mormal" duties for employers at £40 per
H!Ei- When their tiwe is up, one grnup
out and & new group replaces th

l'l'“""uj_:"-r us Emp ﬁ'r E'I:'El -'lﬁ I:'.:lr.'nﬂl. ATR
can keep their business going for years
like this, all the time Eattening their

bank accounta,

Anco schemes gre not much better with low
standards, sex discrimimation and at the
end - no jobl The trade unions complain
but teke mo action te end these abuses,

The meeting ended with an outline of
the Action Group's demands for an end
te cleosures and decent johs for all.

Anne Speed

NICKY KELLY
SPEAKS!

A Chara,

Az | conemplate my pres-
ant peaition hers in the
aftermath of the hunger
gtrike, | would first of all
like to sxtand my sincerast
appreciation and thanks to
all thoss who worked un-
selfishly day and night to
highlight my situation and
sedure my freedom.

That so many people from
all walks of life, at many
locations right throughout
thie woorld ware working
and calling for my release s
a reflection ol the correcgt
approach, enormous "
anpunt of hard wark and
dedication of the Committ-
se and the activiiis
invodyad,

A all times during e
nungar strike, aven at my
it ealatod welsem

thieir ability or strategy in
regards to the campaign, It
is & nice fealing to ba abhe
to hiold and helps the mor-
ale na enct, While | am fiot
saying the campaign want
perfeet, | am sure that the
lesgon will be leamt from
any waakness that showad

Lp.

My positlon now is that-
there is a moratorium
period for the authorities o
act in @ honest manner, that
is if thay want to. Without
this so called daim ...,
Blackrriail !ll,' umger strike

| tenl it's essantial if this
campaion is to be sucoessful
that all resowrees are con-
cenirated on the ore single
issue, my immediate release.
o achipve this goal the
carnpsign will have to
rernain ai broad bassd as
passible and inwolve all

broad based as possibl is
probably more important
rovee, than cver before and
all resourcas should be
focused on the one darmand
my Immediate release.

While there is a posaibility
of success in the court cases
1 rmoesalf am a8 bit sceptical
of the courts, But the casas
should gain media exposure
and attract a fair amount of
public interest, Thess court
cases can proceed at the
same tima as thi broad
based campaign without
draning any Tasources
vy from the demand Tor
my irnmadiate ralease.
Actually publicity-wigs they
oould compliement each
other,

Einally, | would just |ike t
relteraty once more, that
should the suthoritlss fail

| will be pmibarking on
hunger strike again and
should this situation arise,
nobody will be under any
[ilusions abowt the attinuds
of the State or for that
matter that this wholé confi-

ict will have: to ba sertled
ong way or the other, | am
sure | dem't hawe to elabor-

ate on this matter. | am as
determined &8 awer in this

regard. Someways maybe
auen more 5o My positian

In this regard | &m sure youy
all can appreciate,

Your tremendous concam,
support and solidarity is
dppreciated and gives me
grest gsirgngih,
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Friends,

We gather here today to
hiprour Bobly Sands and
his collongues who died on
hurger strike in the il
hole of Long Kash. Bobby
Sands, who spent most-of
his young lifs impriscned
badving the bars and barbed
wirre of tha forslgn oppress-
or, felt that anly a hungsr
strike, i necessary to the
death, would force the
British government to drop
its eriminalisation policy
and conoede to tha five st
and lagitimate damands of
thie political prisoners in
Long Kesh end Armagh.

Tha British Government in
introducing the criminalis-
ation poliey thought it
could convey 1o the world
that thers was no political
profilem in the North and
that all offences committed

were commitied by ordin-
ary criminals. The British
Government daspite the
deaths of the hungar
strikars, refused to drop its
criminelisation palicy, bt
at the conclusion of the
hunger strike campaign that
policy lay in tatiers.

Mire Thateher and her Gerd
grimuent wanted the waorid
to beligwe that the prisonears
ifn the H Blocks anad
Armagh wern purely erimin
als invalved for personal
galn, but Bobby Sands and
his colleagues nailed tha
lig to the mast, BobDy
Sands and his colleagues
did not die in wain - their
saerifice did morein & few
short months b undsrmine
the British cccupation and
to undermine British wmg-
grialist policy than all the
violance of the past 14
WEBFS.

On the first day of his

981 - Bobby Sands, writing
in hit secret diary said
‘Fapemost fn my tortured
rving s the thought thit
there can maver e Deace

in fredand wndll the foredgm
and-oppresive Brtih pros.
grce is remaved, Riving ailf
the frish peaple a8 @ woit

to pontrod thair ower sffs-
irs ang determing Hhir
(AT CRESTINITES 88 5 FOVEreign
pangle, free i mind aed
body, senarete ard osLnct
phvsically,; cultarally avd
geonamically,”

Un Moaday Mareh Sth

b wrote ;T alwaye kesp
thinking of James Lonmng-
Wy, and the preat calm and
algrity that he showed,
Fightt to his veny end, Vs
conirage and resoive. Fer-
heps | am biared, beacauge
there have baen thowsands
{ike Mim, but Comnolly has
alveays beart the man |

ook up oy

Like Bohby Sands,
Connolly is also tha man |
look up to for Bonnolby
wast a Marxist, a socialist
and therefors & Republican.
Shorthy bufors his death

in 1916 ha said : ‘W are

ot for Iredend For the Trish,
Bit wiro arecthe lrishe Mot

e Fagk-remting slurm-own-
ing fandiord; ot the swearl-
I, pFaTTt-gri g Capital-
jsty ot the glesk and aify
lewyer; not the prostitute
pregmen - Ba hired Naves of
the apermy. ot these aré
tha Irish upow witom the
furure depends Mot thess,
bt the Irigh working class,
the onjy secune foumdaiion
ypon wihiah & free nation
can be rapedl”

Connally wes & Republican
in the real sense, He placed
nis trust in the boumaois
catholic nationabists. Ha
painted out the immense
differnsnoe between the
soctalist republicans and
the plwyslcal force men.
fund 85 we assemble here
roday, 00 honour thi mem-
ory of tha hunger strikers,
wi should ramember that
f¥0 OnE group of orgenisat
ion has @ monopoly on
republicanisrn, There are
thiosi, Morth and Sowth of
the horder who would make
such a claine But | weouid
repudiate that claim.
Republicanism has its roots
in the democratic revolut:
ionary traditions of the
United Irishmen, whoss

ohjective was 'to braak the
connection with Britain®
grwd wilvosa mpans was the
winning of political unity
af "Catholie, Protestant and
Dissenter’. British |mper-
Ialism must never be under-
pstimated, In the 1920 .itl
rasponded to the struggle
for independence by
foroing partition on the
Irish prople. The seds of
the present erlgis - the
violence, deaths and
represspon - e in this
injustice and are directly
Eriteins responsibhlity.

The setting up of te twa
glatas suited the miost
consreative sections of the
bourgeolsle in bath states,
a5 thay feared that the
struggle for independence
wist|d gi furthar alang

the roed of social revolution
indicatad by Connolly,

The continuous political
crisis in M. Irgland since
October 1868 has clearky
shown that the 1920 sal-
uticn to the lrlzh Quastion
is no longer viahle.

Tha owerriding obstacle 1o

the achievement of national
[iberation end soecial emane-
|pation hy the Irish working

"dass and itz allies is British
imperialism, But, thure arg
gther palitical forces v tard
ingy progress which must ke
taken inta accound,parthe-
ularky in Mortharn Ireband,
where Unionist idealogy
can still sustain a imass basa,

While the forees of the O1F-
igial Linignist Party, the Dem-

oeratic Unionist Parsy and
ather sections of Linkonism
ponaciously stand in the way
of the Irigh people’s advance
to national liberation and
sxcial emanci pation tha par
amilitery campaigns of the
Catholl e nationallsts have
seriously damaged the anti-
imperialist strugpie.Tha ne-
wilte of their military actions
have bean topravent the de-
frat of Unionist ideclogy
gmongst the Protestant sect-
ok of the populaton; o
alienate the Britigh working
ol a5 - 5o weakening the Opp-
artunity fo win them suay
from support of present
Westmingter paliey: to push
1 ona side the democratic
strungle for elvil rights; and
to give Britsh imperialism

a preudo-justi fication for
thair policy of reprassian.
i addition, their dedarad
aim of destabillising the
Fepublic of Irsland would
in fact obsectivaly strength-
an imperialism’s position

in Treland, By further tiiting
the balance of forces n Bit-
an's interast.

| say that the way to defest
British Imperialism in re-
laneh is not by elitist miligary
mgthods - wiether by bomio
and basllet in Britain, o in
the cities. towns, viilamas of
this country, Thas sctions
hava provided a peewdao -

justi fication for reprassion
and have alienated large
masses of people, in lralamnd
as wall as in Britain.

However, the way to owar-

corne the ideas and practice
af tha Matlonalist paramilit
aries |3 niot ta parrot British
Taory povernment policy to
pandar ta Unianist sectarian
m or to bolster repression

armed campais:ns'ﬁIhiﬂ reflects the

e ——————

= sOCIALIST REPUBLIC prints above the

text of th= speech Declan Bree was tbo
deliver at the Mullagbmore Compemoratiom.
We print it in pretest-at the actions of
a section of the crowd who shouted down
Bree snd forced him to gbandon apeaking.
In oot view this incident i5 a slur on
the remory of the hernle Dobby bands
and his comrades and dces no service

to the rontineing strugzle for national
self-determinaticn. L

Declan Lree a3 associated wlth the
Coanolly Youth Movement, itself linked
with the Communiszt Party {(CPI). Bree
supperts the policies of thesz organ®
{sations to which Peoples Democracy ls
totally in eprosition, Dul vhile the
CP1's Tole during the hunger striie

was one of equivacation, for sxample
refusing suppert to the Mational H=
Block/Armagh Committee, Declan Bree sas
one of the most active members af Ehe
Sligo Committee and raised the issue of
+he hunger strike on both the Urhan
District Council and on the Trrde Union
Council.

; Declan Bree was iprited to join the
platform, Having accepted the Lovibat=
‘an he 'refused ko be intimidated by the
vilification of the Commemoration Lo

S MR

WHAT WE SAY..

this i= not the first time Bree has
taken such a stand, After Mounthatten's
execution in 1979 Bree refused to be
ssgnciated with a rescluticn of condoel =
ence st the Orban District Council,
ins=tead denowneclng HMountbetten as an
imperialist warmonger. He was pralsed
for this by AN PHOBLACHT.

fiat there iz an even mole
impirtant reason why Eree ghould have
een heard outi the principle of free
speech within the antl-imperialiat
movement, low can there e unlted act-
ion by anti-imperialists if aincerely
held views are suppressed, shouted dowm
ar censored’

Some may argue that Bree stepprd over
the line, We find no evidence of this
in hiz speech, muzh of which express=
el the convictlens and and aspirvations

of evervone in the snti-imperiallsi

movement; that thers can be no peal?
in Ireland while an imperiallst arm
accupies any patt of our rauntTy.

Withir 9is spesch Bree makes other
eriticisms and political sssessments
that Peoples DemocTacy totally rejec—
ts,Two af these deserve attention,
The first is Bree's impplicit conten=
e L e e e Vs F Ao

blinkered view which the CPI has of
the class struggle in the six counties
although the CPI  acknowledges the
gecterian feundetions 'and character

f the Northern Irelsnd state, 1t
believes that the pro-imperialist
cenvictions of protestant workers can
be whittled sway or at least neutra-
11=ed through experience of comrou
sction with catholie workers around
'bread and butter' issues, The problem
with this approach, is that these
shared experiences' are extremely ep-
1spdfc and are constently preoce to
brezak=up through the intraodvction of
the "Orsnge Card'.

The explanation for this iies ir

the fact that these fragile instances
of "class solidarity'make for less
irpression an consciousness than the
reality of pratestant domination in
every decisive sector of society,

e anly wvalid perspective for neu-
tralising or changing the pro-imper-=
islist attitudes of protestant workers
mianst involve a geneval politival de=
morglisation about the proapects of
continued loyallst sscendency.

The T1RA's amped eampsign has been a
significant factor in whatever demor=
alisation has developed so far.For
Pecples Democracy the problem is that
republican strategy, baoth in {ts polit=

fcal as well es its millitary aspects
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e way to overcome them
i o fight even moro resol-
itely for democracy end &
Iritish declgration of intent
o withdraw from Ireland,
nid to win unity around

he defence of the common
Lass intrests ef working
esople, Catholic end Prot-
piant, north and south.

riands,

¥e must say it foud and
fear - The |rish peaple have
Fundamenial democratc 2
ght 1o unity and indepen—
mncn. This right was most
latantly suppressed by tha
noe mocratic imposition

i partition, & impodition
hat establishas Britain's
piviral guilt and respons-
ity for the political crisis
% Ireland.

iut Britaim will not lasve
miand merely bechuss the
rish people demand it Itis
delusion to imagine that
soral pressure along will
e them o go. British
mparialism will have 1o be
prced out by & political
nobilisation of the working
ba=s in theleadbership of the
ational struggle,

& find & way out of econ-
gnic decline and the vichous
ircle of violones in Mortharn
wland requiras an |mmed-
e and to Eritish epress-
i and a declaraticn from
w Wastminster parliament
Wt i1 intencs 10 vethdraes
| @ specitic time from all
nariarencs in [rish affairs,
plitical, militany ard econ-
mic; thus opening the way
w the rish working peope
prih and south, to deter-
ane whal future political
el pconomic strectures

= nesded Lo best sarve

i interests.

The winning of & British
deciagration of intant 1o
withdraw is of major imp-
ortena: becauss it woyld
remave from the Unionist

leadership the major
weapon by which It main-
tains the divisian of the
working class in the Morth,
tha so-called guarani=e of
union with Britain, Such an
sitack on Unionism's ldeo-
logiesl base would de much
1o develop the political unl-
tv of the working clas: of
all breland, that Is essential
if the Irish people's struggls
for salf-determinestion and
social amancipatlion is to be
successfully concluded.

The esll for a British declar-
atian of intent 1o withdrew
and for the establishrrent
of dermocracy in the Morth
15 the key sfement in breek-
ing the desd weight of Briy
gn's control. It can be
supporied by broed sections
at the labour movement
and demoeratc epinion in
the three major areas of
politicnl action - ln the
South, the North and in
Britain, At the ssme tims
support can be sought for it
intemationalby,

For we should remember
that the socislnt doctrine

cormman humanity flaws in
e woing of all races, creeds
colours and nations, that the
wilerests of labour are every-
where identical, and that
WS &re an gbomination,
Cannally himsall pointad
out that the socialist of

anather country is a fellow

patriat, ss the capitallst of
Ores own country 4 @ nat

ural enemy. And a5 we in
the soclalist, repubdican and
progressive mowerment in
Ireland support the campalg-

will be a thing of the past
Crthars befare them were

death, British imperialism
destroved tham in their

social imsacurity and Injustice

young. They digd 3 senseloss

prima. Others at our sids are |
voaung. |mparialism i choat
irg them of the best voars,
spoiling their youth, This
nesd not be so. Wi know
who they are that do not

want an and to miseny,
injustice, vicderce and
despair. W call tham by
fiame - Margaret Thateher
and the forces of British
imperialism,

ns of the peoplas in El Salva-
dor, South Africa, Chile,
Palestine, in thair struggle
fior freedom and national
liberation wa know too, that
ot brothers and sistors
ntemationally will support
our struggle.

Todey we have gathered to
hanowr, in particulsr, the
memary of Bobby Sands
and his colleagues who died
on hunger strike but | think
that it is only right that we
should also remamber the
more then 2,000 othars who
hawe died in lreland and
Britaim, @5 & result of the
violence of the past 14 yean
and ndeed the countiess
athery whao have died

each genetation.

It iz oy dreamn that my child
rens” generation and their
dhilddren in tum, will have
the oppertinity of growing
wp in a free Irefand where
husrman life will be irested
with the regpect it desenves

and whers exploitation,

class and the {mportance of frs inde-
penent nrgahi.s.&l:in-ﬂ.EnnE:EqUEnll_-,- what-
ever political advances the Republican
Movement may Secure, it is not an
adequate instrument for building soc-
ialise ir Tralad,

Bree's second major error clntres on
the 26 counties. He writes that Elie
republicans ' aim of destabilising

the Republic of Ireland(sic) weuld in
fact abjectivelv strengthen imperig=
lism's position in Iteland,by further
tilting the balance of forces in Brit-
ains intresta'. This teally 13 a
quite smazing 8tetement,

The 16 counties is formally indepen-

dent,but this independence is purely
a sham.The ruling class in the south

hus the asme basic intrests as cap=
italists in any part of the world,
When the intersstas aof the capitalist
class require it, national Independ -
ENCE Eoes out the window. Any real
Struggle for self-determination will
ftave to confront the Southern Cap=
tallsts imcluding the paeudo- TEpL b=
lican Flanma Fail.

The CP]l however following the ¢lassic
Stalinist Line see a 'progresalve role'
for that section of the capitalist
tlass whe back FPlatina Fall .Flowing
frpm this tha CPI believes nothing
should be done to undermine the po=
sition of *heze explolters ,whe in the
stalinist schema will be part of g
soalilivm of classes who will complete

the nations] democratie revalukion
aborted in 1921,

£ was following this achema in Thile
i the early'70s that lefr the doar
open Lor the wilitary coup against
Salvador Allence's Unidad Fopular
Goverement and the 10 vears of brutal
repression of “the workers and pessent 5
that*£41 lowed .

The 1981 hunger strike should have
provided proof if needed, that when
irperialism snaps its fiogers, Chatles
Haughey sits up as quickly ss Garret
Fitzgerald. To place any confidence

in Fianna Fail or the Southern CAp=

italistas i= to totally diserm the
Itish working class.

These are serious di fferences betwsen
teclan Bree and Peoples Democracy.,

We belleve that many militants in-
side and cutside the Republican movt
agree with us in refecting Bree's
poiitions.Unfortunately, we alse know
while the fallowing of the CPI is
quite small,the view that the Repub-
licsn Movement {3 "seztarfan' and the
beli=f that thare is a PLUETESRiYE -
bourgeois nationalist section of Lhe

rulicg c¢lass have much ZTealter cure-
ency,

Indeed to be falr, Brests wiew of the
20 counties waps unmti] recently also
“he practical policy of the Republican
Movemnent,Rejection of that pelicy 1f
tramglated A5 En 6 miad by ey

itrategy {0 the South will be & major
galn for the anti-impevialist moves-
néenc.

Lerry Adams at B-denstown stressed
the decisive Impartance of winning
the workers of the South to anti-
imperiatisw,ihat is an enormous atid
challenging task, We will have to
openly snd comradely dlscusa with
workers whe share illusions similar
to Eree and the Coomupist Farty,and
to convince these workers thraugh a
eombination of political propaganda,
and the concrete experience of anti-
imperialist Lead#rship of the strugg-
les of working people, that Sociglist
Republicanism is the ruad forwsrd,

Freedom of expression and organisation
are preconditions for succeeding in
this task. That's why Peoples Demo-
cracy defends Declan Bree's right to
be heard, and to be answered Dy

anti-imperialists,Relfance 1] 'bulf}
=hoy! “tactics such ar seen at Mull-
aghmore has another darger of partic-
ular importance to tepublican militanes.
History shows that it i= mot ;
Peasible to suppress dissent cutside

an crganisatiun withoot Finally
Suppressing it within the arganisation
Republican mwilitants can't teke thisg
toad wichaut creating the sort of
monclithic machine that Stalinists

heve uszed themzolves and which thay
APPeat Lo disagree with gq vialentIy,
Were that to happen wish the Repih-
Linan Mavement,we wonld £1] o8 “the

ety




This

is an mbridged wversion of an
article which apoeared 1o the June 27
issue of INTERRATIONAL WIFWBEQINT,

TURIN — The first conference of women
from industrialised countries on Lhe
theme of women and work was held here
an April £3-25,

I'he aim of the conlerence was Lo ook
al all aspects of wormen s work, insids sed
outside ihe home, mmd womeny work in
relatiomhip (o thee mie o the Dumdly
Tha spprosch v mmwd op b b Lithe
Frodere and Hepodooe, Women snd
Work™

The prepzration of the conference,
and the discussion that took place at i,
reflected & compromise befween these
two positlons; The preparatory papers
and the workshop digeusslons covered a
broad mange of topics: Wage-saming wao-
men, Women in Self-employment or in
Self-managed Work, Domestie Laboug,
Mew Technology, Social Services and
sryices run by women, were the topics
of the firat day's workshop, On the
second day the themes were: The famlly

plion, Culture, Feminism and power!
Women and politics, Trade unions and
ferminiam.

WOMEN AND WORK
Thw coefrivnce wet out with the aom of

men and thelr work. There is some basic
statistical Information which provides a
starting point. Women represent an awer-
growing percentage, Indeed the often
majoerity of, the inerease ln the active
worklores: available. This s [r-rlil,:ul.a.l'|_l.-'
the case for the 2535 age mnge, which
was previously chamctierised by a sharp
drop in the number of women working
= it was the prime pericd for child-
bearing

This incresse in Lhe available work-
foree hes not been matched by an im-
crease in the jobs available, except in the
gervice soctor. There has been an n-
erease In the number of women lookiog
for jobs, and an inerease ln the number of
unemployed women, For example, In the
Common Market countries the number of
women upemployed rose from 1.1 mil-
lion in 1875 to 4.3 milllon in 1582,

The incremse in educsilonsl oppor-
tunities for women has increased expects-
tioni in regard to jobs, but jobs taken
often reguire & lower level of akdlls and
gualifications. than women have. The
impact of the women's movement has
also incressed awareness among o biroad
layers of women — leadiog them to. see
themselves a5 individuals, 82 unem-
ployed workers, rather than anonymous
housewlves. This hes stimulated them to
fight for thelr own Independence, Inciud-
ing economic independence, despite the
sacriflees this can emtail. But how will

1
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this gwareness and radicalizstion survive
the blows inflicted by the ruling class

determinstion to make the working class

pay for the erisis?

COMMON FEATURES IN
ATTACKS ON WOMEN

The contributions by women from so
many different countries helped to pro-
duce & dearer understanding of the way
in which these stiscks are being carred
out. A clear picture emerged deapile the
different. political sibustions, there werse
common elements in all the Eoropean
coinkries: 4

= them I8 & geoerslised attack an
employment, which most severely attarc ks
the weakest part of the workforce:
WO,

— there ls ao incresse in part-fime
waork under different forma (g the “fres
Wednesdays' in  France, remalning at
bt liad ey el e Germany, the 5 :

commerclal sector (n Italy, working only
those days of the week or limes of the
vear when demand is heavy ],

— the ppreading concept of the
‘family wage' through Increasing depen-
denis allowances and unemployment ben-
efits or favouring job opportunities
for the “heads of families’,

This latter point is flusirated by the
ecxample of Italy where at the zame time
g8 fhere I8 a gevere abtack on the Infls-
tion-indexing of wages and worken
wiges in penernl, government decress
have inereased allowances for dependents.
The irade wunbons amd political perthes
have agreed Lo this tmde-oil. There ure
wumilar devlopmenis in Spain.

Al the same Ume there are propagands
cumpalgns ‘throughout Europe Lo ‘re
wmlpe” privete and family Life. In this con-
text part-fime work s oftdn pot forward
a5 & means of women mecoociling their
ol ps mother homemaker and worker,

Apain, on a Eurppean-wide level there
are ¢uia In publle spending, with obylous
conseguences on jobs in the service
sector — where many women ore smphoy-
od, snd on the guality of life for women.
Thiz puis pressure on women Lo rebam
to the family and drop ot of Ehe active
work force and soclal involvement.

Another common [eature came oot in
looking at how the trade-union leader-
ghips regpond o the effect of the orisis,
They hase theit perspectives on what B
‘poasibie’, what is compatible wilh the
capitalist system. Thus, it & extremely
diffieult to pet union bodies to take up
woamen's real needs,

This wis the common famework b
the discussion at the conference, despite

the different experiences and different
ways of expresslon that continually aros:
during the Lthree dayi. The basic premise
of epch discussion, whether on peracmal
identity or new technology, was Lhe

econommie crisks although there were many -

divergent npproaches.

WOMEN AGAINST THE CRISIS — A
ETROPEAN CAMPAIGHING STAGAN

to come out of the conference was to
launch an international campudgn on the
slegan "Women against the Crials”,

This proposal came from several
Belgian women who have been Involved
in the Belglan women's campaign 'Fem-
mes contre ‘la crise’ over the last three
years.  Joint activity between women's
¢roups and the wnion rank - end ik
lnid the basis for the campalgn which has
now won the participation of the major
unions end progressive political parties.

The main themes of the ampaign
agreed ot Turin are:

— defence of women's right to work
and economic independance

— pppogition  to  povernmental and
employers polickes which discriminate
agsinst or particularly affect women

— opposition o part-lime work, for
a sghorler working week with po loss
of pay.

The proposed activities for Lthis cam-
paign were o hold an internstional Tr-
bunal in Belglum in March 1534 on all
forms of sexual discrimination women
confront st work, and later 8 European-
wide women's demonstration.

Despite all the differences of approach
and opinion the conference marked a step
forward in transiating what women feel
today into forms of struggle and organi-
satlom,  After iniliol besitation, the
participants’ expresed their desire to or-
gansie b0 involve other women, to under-
take broadly based actions, to broaden
their feld of sctivity, Now we have bp
mave ghead In this pemspective,
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GERRY FOLEY, the
editor of /ntemational
Viewpaint, a fortighthy
nrws raview published und.
w the suspices of tha
Fourth International, recen
ty visitod Ireland. He gave
the following Interview to
Johin Meshan about the
politieal erisis in Poland,

3R : Recently martial law
fras been ifred In Poland,
It looks Fke 2 very formal
mowve, Wowld you see a
parallel between this now
legisfation and o called
‘smargency legisiation” in
fredand., @

GF: In a very general senss
the two situations are simil-
&, Mo repressive state can
rest on force alona, Politic-
al deception, and the abdlity
o win &t lest the resignat-
ion of a substantial section
of the papulation, it essent-
ial also. Any dictstorship
will ridden rmoves 1o try snd
legitimise itself, It will try
to reassure sections of the
population that it rules an
the bagis of law,

When intemment was with-
drawn in the North of (re-
land during the mid '70s the
represshve BYEtem was made
o selective and effective.
But many peaple had big iII-
of the H Block campaign sn
tha hunger sirikes to destroy

;—-——wm"uﬂ
&n was miuch broader snd

Meare Missive oppasition o
the leglimacy of the Fyilem
In Poland you haws the
guestion - What doss &
retuIm (0 GemoCracy s
in & totalitanian regime? The
Soviat Linion o the paat
year hp not heo martial
L%, Was repression anmy s
total in the Sowiet Linion
than it was in Poland? Ot
course not. 5o the lifting of
martial Iz in Poland hes

a claarly formal charactar,
and thare |2 much inss pogs-
thility of deceiving pecple,
a5 happened in the North of
Iralanad when internment
s dropped,

In International Viewpoint
Mo 1 {Demember 1982] we
mublished the transcript of
an internal repaort given to
Ipaciprs of the Polish United
Workers' Party (PLUWP - the
Polish Communist Party) in
‘Wroclaw, Tadeuss Porabski,
a member of the PLANP
political bureau, explaimed
that ; “in raising or sus-
pending the stata of war we
will give special powers to
the gevernment. ['m
thinking for exampls of the
militarisation of the enter-
prises & o way of strangth-
aning the discipling of the
workers, proclaiming a

state of emargency in cert-
ain areas throughout the
COURErY, .. buf formally,
the state of war will be
lifted,

It alen claar feam this
tramscript that the PLIWE
intended to Fift martial L
an the first anniversary of
I8 introduction - last Dec-.
imber [3th 1982, Thalr tim

etable got knocked off by
7 months. That indicates
how difficult they found it
1o evan carry out a formal
manaeuvra, They feared
thiet a lower level of intim-
idation might stimulate
opposition rather than
miaka peopls more rasdy to

tolerate the totalltarian
Fyrstem.

W coubd publish the trans-
cript bacauss Sofidarmosc
people got & hold of it
which shows they were pa-
rt of a mass movement with
people in avery walk of
life in Polish ssciaty, The
transcript was published in
the underground prass so
tha intentions of tha gov-
armmeant are gqulbe well
knowen, | dowbt IF the
lifting of martial law wifl
ba e effective boost for
the Jaruselski regime.

5A: The Pope’s revent trp
i Poland exposed the
contradiciions of the Cath-
alfe friorarchy’s policy,
Ossarvators Fomana,

Bhe Vatican s official rews-
paper, was obliged fo sack
Father Virgilio Lewl for
srgoesting that Lech Waless
and Solicamose should be
abandondd, What doss he
rEpresen L

GF: 1t i clear that he
reflaets the Cathaolic
Church s point of view on
the situstion in Poland. The
baalg erientation is to man-
oeuvre with the regime, to
try &l pet some kind of 2
deal, to re-estabiish socisl
peaca. That means Sacrific-
ing the mass movement to
e gntEnt The Church &
Prepared to do that, Father
Lrvd wm Quacichy Tired, |
mmpeci, becmms the Pope
lenvowes that this Church
attitude i owell Enown an
Pofand. It is widely discuss
ed, particularly among the
Folidarity-loaders, To state
50 boldly that Lech Walesa
wonsld have to be sacrificed,
evan before Walssa himeslf
cowld dacide if that was his
o sl ar before he
could justify sueh a move
Lo hig rank and file, would
v cregted an instant
scadal. The Church’s rel-
ationghip with both the us-
derprasnd movament and
the masses would have bagn
undermined.

F—""':'_

If the Church makes a pol-
itical misteka it can be
devestating In a very short
perod of time. That"s not
like Irakand, where the
Church has set its face
aainst the mess movermsni

time after time in the most

scandalous way without
guffering major damags.

A How have the
Communist Parfies been
affected by the rise of
Solidamose?

GF: The repression In Pal-
and today, brutal as it s, i
pratty small potatoss com-
parad with the USSE in the
1830 under Stalin; hund-
rads of thousands, may b
milfions of people killed,
the show trials - that type
af thing is not happening
today In Eastern Europe.

In the B30s: the circumst-
anees were excaptional, Tha
international workers' move
ment did not understand
the gqualitative changs in the
Bolshavik party after the
death of Lenin, the Stalin
reqime continued to have
sorme of the aura of the
Aussian Revolution, and it
was felt that the Stalln reg-
irme was not & bad as the
Mazis. Progressive oplnden
and the international work-
s movernent tended 1o
look the other way If they
e Stalin's crimes,

INTERVIEW WITH
GERRY FOLEY EDITOR CF

| INTERNATIONAL VIEWPOINT.....|.

Sinca than there is much
broader underatanding
about the repossive side
of Stalfinism. Even the maost
pro-Mogscow Communist
partizs in Wastern Europe
find It hard to defend Stal-
mist mepression in Poland.
I sl the anti-buresucratic
palitcal revolulions snoe
the Eat Berlin wprisings of
253 the Communist Perties
have been hit very hand.
Tha creshing of the Cosch-
oslovakian Prague Spring in
Sugust 1968 drova desp un-

 healed wounds Into the

P,

& nEw mags mowamant, or
ayvan a more bloody crush-
ing ot i, or apalitice
revolution, would be a
definitive disaster for the
intarnational Stalinist
movement, 1t would
damage the big Western
European Commainist
Parties In France, ltaby,
Portugal and Spain and
wiould also weakean tha
legitimacy of the Bureaw
cracy in tha Soviat Union
itszlf, The impsct on the
CP's was much oreater
during the rise of Solidarity
Mow it's mare like a-
TURMITEY Sore. I
Take for gxample - Canada,

Tha May Day demonstrat-
ions are supportad by the
trades union moaverment in
genaral but are dcrganised by
the CP, On the last May

Dray they tried to exduds

a prosalidarity contingent
from the demonstration,
That caused & tremondous
paolitical scandal. That
weakened the CF's position
in1 the labour movement.

SA/: Do Palish workers sea
fliks barween their strugy-
fes and the Iefsh nations!
rhfvemer

GF: There was @ very strong
strong identification with
the hunger sirike in Poland -
that was the period when
Solidernoge wes legal, Many
voung people deayveloped

& radical warsion of tradit-
tenal Poldish nationalism, |
wiat esked for books about
Irelznd wharever | wene
Bobby Sands’ prison diaries
wira in big demand, | spoke
to & national convention of
cormmittess for e relamme
of political prisoners in
Poland about the hunger
strikers. | was msked to do
that by the orgamisers of the
Convention. What | said in
support of the hunger strlk-
&rs was very woll received,

57 How witssnread s the
Fourth Intermational’s (FI)
aractical solfidarity work?
Has it been confined ro
Hertern Europe?

GF: The Fourth
Internatiena (F1) has dona
& lot of solidarity work on

Foland, | was 10 France
wihen martial law was dec-
lared on Dacarmber 13 198,
Tha French section of the
Fl; The Ligue Communiste
Revolutionnaire (LCA)
played a very prominent
rexle in all of the'demansir-
etions supporting Solidar
nosc They concantrated
on huikding support inside
The French trades upion:
movement For the first
time opposition developed
inglde the CP led union, the
CGT [Ganaral Confederat-
on of Lebour) against the
line of the leadurship, This,
o sorme gxbent, reflected
the LCH"s sucoass in dey-
aloping an infiusngs in e
trades union movement,

Before the autlswing of
Solidarmnosc the Flin
Europs played & large role
In semding trades union and
profesional delegations to
Poland, The Fl 5 rofe be-
came guite well known [n
Paland,

We began pulilication of

a journal in Polish -
Imprakor - around the
rrartial law, This has baen
circulated clamvdestinely.

It is widely enough known
to be & factor in the palit-
ical debatss within Sodidar-
nose.

For the first tima thare have
baan significant struggles
against Sialinist represion
Inghde Third World countries
Remember that democracy
is oftan ‘hers today, gone
tomorrow” in the pooror
ragiaee ol 1he wordd. The
pressurs of hungar and
shedute deprivation i so
strongy that people haws tend-
o not to feel & great deal of
sy mpathy with athers who
are just denied democratic
Hghts i the buresucratised
workers' gtates, That's undar
stemdable but norrows. It is
Important to overcarme i,
The Mexican section of the

" Fl thie PRT |Revolutionary

Workars® Party| played a
leading rale in the demaonstr-
ations supporting Selidam-
cae. The most significant
demonstrations in support of
the Polish workears sutsida
the advanced capitalist
countries aoccurred in Latin
A mrica,

Tha Catholle Church instit-
utions In Poland and
Ireland have differing social
Structunee. In |reland it is
part and parcel of tha ruling
class, |ts pertonnel comes
from the privileged classes,

In Poland the Church has
na docial roots, 1ts traditios
nal social base in the arst-
ocracy dnd boumeoisle was
destroyed when the count
ry became g deformed
winrkers stata sfrer World
War 1. Sa the Church's «
Institutional roots are

vary shallow, Peaple tend to !
fook to the Church as an
alternative to the totalit-
arian regime. |1, at least, is
a litte kit human. 1t

hies some relationship with
the maises of people that
depends an mutual respect |
and not foroe, terror $nd
liigs. |
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Make Sre its a‘NO’Vote

IN THE RUN UP TO
REFEREMNDUM DAY

OM SEFTEMEER Tth
opponents of the Constit-
utignal amendment will
hr' |'r|||||'w.:| out all the stops
fnra 'No” wote! In il
Auqust, 8 foursveek
country-wide drive against
the amendmant will be
lauwnchad by tho campasign,
This fimad effort will kick
off with a serfes of press
conferenses featuring
doctors, lawepers, polltic-
ians, socially imeolwed
groups, trada unionists,
ferminists each in tum det
ailing thelr ressons for
opposing the amendment.
Thiswill culrmingte @ masss
reetmigs hield simul tane ous-
Iy in major cities in the 28
counties on a sbected
night before voting day,

The campaign has covened
a lot of ground and has
spread far and wide. It

hes bean of great impost-
artoe that wormen in part:
icular have come togethar
to defend themselves, Who
would have thowght a

yedr ago that swch a refer-
endum goubd be defested?
it has been brought to
peoples notice that sueh

an attack on womens rights
cannot be tolerated and
enahrined in the constlt-
wtitn.

It must be emphasised
that the Catholic church
cannot assurne morsl
responsi bility for thi
entlre nation. This spect
has been taken up by the
AAC with great gusto,
bust thiere has bean less
empham nﬂ the ralaticn-

PR

which has bean at the
cantra of the struggles
fousght in the past in
rafard and will continue
1o e an obstacle to socat
progress unless itis taken
up palitical by whanever it
rears its haad,

Wa should be ender no
Husion that the palpit will
bar umed 1o urgs people o
woite aqainst democratic
righm® on this sswe, in the
zame way that it has besn
used on divoree and contra
coptian and the lEue of
‘iltagitimate’ children,
Ending that interferance
remaing a central political
fight for all progressve
forces. This has basn a
key besson of the anti
armendment campaion,

The experience af fighting
ta build & broacd-tuased
dermocratic campaign holds

* another leson for the fut-

Lre.

The fight to stop the right-

wing offensive of SPLIC and
PLAC has browght together
the widest coalition of

political foroes ever =en in
me history of this state,

And despite the ofticial
ahsence of Sinn Fein, the
[rwolvment of same Individ-
ual members who have
|oined the campaign in the
last Few weaks is 1o be
welmmed. Peoples Diema-
eracy arqued from the
first days of the campaign
far & broad-based united
fromt, We reisad the nead
for politizal represantation
for évery current on the

' main bodies of the camp-

aren Thibe s obrmesar]

and al gy Glfferent currgnts

to proposs thealrstrateqy
for victory in full apan
wiews of il campaign
activists, This i3 what '-‘1‘-1
fought for with some
suceess in the H-Block

campaign.

Linforiunate by the beadership
of tha Anti-amendmeant
campaign think they can
bulld 8 broad campaian

whily prohibiting the
axpression of views of

important wections of the
campaign,« This censor-
ship, worse still, is wotaily
ornesided. Opponents of
the amendment who alsoe
copose abortion ane totally
free to emphasise this
aupact of their wiews but
the supporters of

‘& Warnens Hight to
Choose’ are supposed to
kamp silent.

While these are no surprises
in this practice of the cam-
paign stearing commites
i Is owtrageous that at the
last conferenca sections of
the left supported a
recommendation that the
‘Right to choosa” voice
should be silent up o
Sapt. Tth, The adoption of
this reccomendationis 8
serious thraat to the unity
of the carmpaign.

Peoples Demeocracy agress
with and mccepts the plat
farm of the AMC. RAlght
to Chioose supprters,

7th.

their tactics 1 working on
the A48 platform and
GfgEnising separate and
independent propaganda
This is corract and entireby
accepiable within the
contexi of a brosd hased
and dermacratic meass came
paign.

Thosa, espaciaily of e
left, who atternpad to
pestrlet political rights and
theretoee avoid the tharmy
quastion of abortion, are
being palitically opport-
unistie and are patting it
WHT O,

A bortion 15 oot the political
apenda today beceses SPLHC
and PLAC put it there.
Mot everybody in the antl-
amandment Campaign is
reguired to have the same
ppinion, But thoss wha
see the right to choose &5
a5 the only real sobution to
the dilemrma of [rish
warmen have the right to
say g0, We bease our view
om the actual chalée that
Irish weormen already maka,

Mo ‘suspension of demo-
eracy’ can covir-up this
fact of life. What is more
It i the compelling reality
that for mary Trish wearmen
sopkty makes abortion the
anly visble option that
ersures thet tha fight for
the 'Right to choosa' will
go on until this democratic
right is assarted,

ALL OUT FOR
SEFTEMEER Tthl

MAKE SURE ITS A "ND'

e

WHY WE ARE
VOTING NO!

DES BOMASS ATGWU
Expcurtive Mermber -
Doblin Trades Council,

I"'m voting ND becase
the last thing the working
clag needs Apght now is
this amendment. This who-
ba thing ws riarted by a
right wing rmimority. And
the politicians jumped,
nervous of the Church's
attimide and Influsnce.
Barry Desmond - Labour
Minister fior Health - in
particular was one of the
first to support 5PUG and
thie proclife lobby. Thers
wim no papular demand
for this.

Women of child basring
A have rends, mortgages
bills and familics Lo worry
about. They don’t need
this! Having children is an
peonomic a5 vell 85 & moral
of tocial choico, that's &
tact and its women wha
can best decide. That's
wihy 1'1 ba voting MO

HELEN MAHONY

T Conferance delegate
[Teachers Union of lreland]

Vim against the amendment
because s an attempt to
penalise, wrroris and isol-
ate women, particularky
thoss thousands of women
wha go to Britaln for
abortion: sach year, [0
akio an attempt to stam
the Fight Tor democratic
rights, like contraception
and divorca.

EDDIE CONLOM :

National Organiser for the
Antl- Amendment Campaign

The amendmant is about
fighting these people who
want to drive women back
into the hama and the tham
forever to the kitchen sink.
lts about challenging the
ehurch and state and the

way they try to control our

lives amd our bodies. 112
about callenging the ideas

ROSA MEEHAN
UCD Students Union
Welfare Officer

| think women should have
total control over thelr own
sexuakity. This is ezpecially
important for women siud-;
ents and far young people |
generally since the ane way
or the other the outcoma of
tha voir on Saptembser Tth
will higve tremendons Impl-
ications for the kind of
Iredand wa will hava to five
bn. ¥oung paople end stud-
pnts on their holideys shou-
Id put all their offorts inta
defeating this amendmeant,”

Mary O'Donnsi
Imawd, Limerick

Tha trade wnian movemen
e always beon to thi
forafront in-advocating
.a.:luql_it,__l'm WWOman nal
justinwork butather
aress as well, 5o it was inry
portamt that the [CTU
Comgress should have so
clearly backed the Execur-
we's statement of opposit-
ion o the A mendment.

While the mfemadum iy
seem IO many as irmelevant
and therelore harmless; |
balieve it & & dangarous
opening shaot aiming at
creating fear amongst
wormnern which will fitin
nicaly with atfacks on
living standards at this time
That's why 'my g '8,

NELL McCAFFERTY
Jeurnalist and Author of
The Armagh Women”,

‘First andd foromaost | will
vote against the smendment
becausa | pupport abortio 1
rights for whomsan.

The comatitutional amend-
mest shows 8 calbous dis-
ragard for life bevond the
womb. Aoy one sardoushy
interested in ensucing food,
sheeitar and a full lifa for
wiosmen and their children
wrois el b campaioning for
one famiby - one homa, a

which led to ths amandment weskly wage for women

and the vicious attacks which

are riow golng on against
waorkars living standards

Its about attecking those

I bplieve that wamen beft

to thamselvas will makes
absolutely the right decision
shout pregnancies. It is not

with power aivd privilege who for me of anyone to tell

wotild eynically use the

amandment todivert ntben-

tian from cuts, unamploy-
ment and high taxation.

Vating NO is sying we have

M. r

therm what 1o do.”

Oirganlaations stated for

idhentification purposes
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