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Victor Serge

On  Trotsky

(Victor Serge, born in France of Russian revolutiecnary emigre parents
went to Russia after the Reveolution, joined the Bolshevik Party, and
fought.in lue civil war. He became an editor of the organ of the
Communist International. In 1923 he joined the Left Opposition, was
expelled from the party in 1928 and imprisoned until being banished
from the USSR in 1936. He gradually drifted away from revolutionary
politi:e, rying pemniless in Mexico in the latc 1940s. Among his
numerous bouks are Memoirs of a Revolutionary and The Case of
Comrade Tulayev, both recently published here in cheap editions.

The piece printed below was first published in France in 1947)
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It was to the ceuse of the workers that

Leon Davidovitch devoted his long life of
toil, combat, thought, and inflexible
resistance to inhumsnity. All those who
approached him know that he was disinterest-
ed and conceived of his whole existence -
only as part of a great historic task,
which was not his alone, but that of the
movement of the socialist masses conscious
of the perils and possibilities of our
period. "These ore bitter times," he wrote,
"out we h=ve no other country." His charac-
ter was integral in the full sense of the
world: seeing no gap between behaviour

and conviction, ideza and actionjnot admi-
tting thgqt higher interests, which give
meaning to life, can be sacrificad to what
is passing and personal, fto banal petty
egotism., His moral uprightness was allied
to an intelligence that was simultanecusly
objective and passionate, and always tended
toward depth, breadth, creative effort, the
fight for the right... And he was a simple
msn, He happened to note in the margin of

a book whose author alluded to his "will

to power": it was another man who wanted
power for power's sake. I have mever folt
this sentiment... I sought power over
intelligences and wills..." He felt himself
to be not so much an authoritarian--though
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without failing to recognize the pract-
ieal utility of authority--as one who
spurred men on? @rew them after him, not
by flattering their base instinets but
by summoning them to ideelism, to clear

'y reasont to the greatness of being fully

men of a now type called on to transform
society.

Those who hunted him down and killed
him, as they killed the Bussian Revolu-
tion and martyrised the people of the
USSR, will meet their punishment., Already
they have ealled down on 2 Soviet Union
weakened by the massacres called the
"Stalinist purges" the most disastrous
invasion. They continue on their road
to the abyss... A few days after his
death, I wrote -and I wish to change
nothing in these lines: "Throughout his
whole heroic life, Leon Devidovitch belie-
ved in the future, in the liberation of
men, Far from weakening during the last
sombre years, his faith matured still
further and was rendered firmer by orde=al.
Humanity of the future, freed from =ll
oppression, will eliminate from its life
all violence. As he did to mapy others,
he taught me this faith., "




TROLSKY ON THE UNITED FRONT

( This toxt is she conplete first scction of thesew draftad by
Trotsky for the onlarged plenum of the Executive Bommittee of
the Communist Internnational which convened 2t the end of Febuory

1922

This most importont programmatic document of revolutionsry

Marxism haos nct to our kmowlelge been previously published on its

DWWl «
Interactionnl,

We hove drawn it from "Phe Pirst Five Years Of The Communist

Although Troisky is referring to the task of the young Comnmunist
Parties, the united front tactic is employed doily by us in stxike
comnittees nnd students strugeles..However, on the British left
the tactic hos often been applied unconsciously-- notably in the

student movement-~ or , in the case of some of the revolutionary

groups, consciously misapplied. In both cases the dual, dialecticd
charaecter of the united front is ignored: ite purpose is to
achieve both the maxirum unity of the masscs in struggle and the
fraomework for the clearest differentiation between the various

tendencies within the leadership.)
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1. The task of the Communist Party is
to lead the proletarian revclution. In
order to the proletariat for
the direct conquest of power and achieve
it the Communist FParty must base itsel?
on the overwhelming majority of the
working class.

So long as it does not heold this
majority, the party must fight to win
it-

The party can achieve this only by
remaining an absolutely independent
crganisation with a clear programme and
strict internal discipline, That is the
reason why the party was bound to break
ideologically with the reformists and
the centrists who do not strive for the
zroletarian revolution, who possess
reither the capfcity nor the desire to
prepare the masses for revolution, and
who by their entire conduet thwart this
worka

Any members of the Communist Tarty
who bemoan the split with the centrists
in the name of "unity of forces" or
"ynity of fiont" thereby demonstrate
that they do not understand the ABC of
Communism and that they themselves
hapren to be in the Communist Party only
by accident.

o After assuring itself of the com-
plete independence and ideological
homogeneity of its ranks, the Communist

Party fights for influence over the
majority of the working class. This

struggle can be-mémslerated or retarded
depending upon objective circumstances
and the expediency of the tactics em=-
ployed.

But it is perfectly self-evident
that the class life of the proletariat
is not suspended during this period
preparatory to the revolution. Clashes
with industrialists, with the bourgeci-
gie, with the state power, on the ini-
tiative of one side or the othor, run
their due course,

In these clashes - insofar as they
involve the vitel interests of the en-
tire working class, or its majority, or
this or that section -~ the working
masses sense the need of unity in ac-
tion, or unity in resisting the on-
slaught of capitalism or unity im tak>
ing the offensive against it. Any
party which mechanically counterposes
itgelf to this need of the working .
class for unity in action will unfail-
ingly be condemned in the minds of the
workers.

Consequently the gquestion of the
united front is not at all, either in
point of origin or substance, a gques-
tion of the reciprocal relations be-
tween the Communist parliamentary frac-
tion &nd that of the focinlists, or
between that of the Central Committee
of the two parties, or between 1'Huma-
nite and Le Populaire% The problem of

*French Socialist Party's central
publication.




the united front - despite the fact

that a split is ineviteble in this epoch
between the various pelitical organisa-
tions basing thcmselveﬂ on the working
class - grows out of the urcent need to
secure for the working class the possi-
bility of a united front in the strugsle
against ecopitnlism.

For those who do not understand
this task, the party is only 2 propa-
gands. society and no* oan orgonisntion
for mass action,

3. In cases where the CommunistParty
stll remains an organisntion of a numer-
icully insignificant minority, the gques-
tion of its conduct on the mass-struggle
front does not assume a decisive practi-
cal and organisational significance., In
such conditions, mass cctions remain
under the leadership of the old organi-
sations which by renson of their still
powerful traditions contimue to nlay

the decisive role.

Similarly the prollem of the united
front does not arise in countries where
= ag in Bulgsria, for example = the
Comimnist P=rty is the sole le~ding
organisction of the tolling masses.

But wherever the Communist Party
nlready constitutes a big, organised,
politienl force, but not the decisive
magnitude; wherever the party embroces
organisntionclly, let us say, one=
fourth, one-third, or even o larger pro-
portion of the arganised proletarian
vanguard, it is confronted with the
question of the united front in ell its
acuteness,

If the pnrty esbrnces one-third or
- one-half of the proletarian vanmunrd,
then the remaining half or two-thirda
are organised by the reformists or cen-
" trists. It is perfestly obvious, however,
that even those workers whe still sup-
port the refeopmists and contrists are
vitally interested in meintzining the
highest materirl stondnrds of living
end the greatest possible frecdom for
struggle. We must consequently so devise
our tactiec as to prevent the Communist
Party, which will on the morrow embrace
the entire three-thirds of the working
class, from turning into - and all the
more so, from actually being - non orga-
nisational obstacle in the way of the
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current struggle of the proletariat.

otill more, the party must assume
the initiative in securing unity in
these current struggles. Only in this
way will the party draw closer to tha e
two-thirds who do not rs yet follow its
leadership, who do not as yet t:;ust the
perty because they do not underctand it.
Only in this woy can the party win them
over.

ky, If the Communist Party hcd not bro-
ken drastically -nd irrevocably with the
Social Democrats, it would nst have be-
come the p-rty of the proletorian revolu=-
tion. It could not hove taken the first
serioue steps on the roand to revolution.
It would have for ever remained a parlia-
mentary scfety valve attached to the
bourgeois state,

Whoever does not understand this,
does not know the first letter of the
ABC of Communism.

If the Communist Party did not seck
for orgonisctionnl avenues to the end
that at every given moment joint, coordi-
nated oction between the Communist and
the non-Communist (including the Social=-
Democratic) working masses were made
possible, it would have thereby laid

ore its own incapacity to win over - on
the basis of mass action = the majority
of the working elaoss. It would degenerate
into a Communist propaganda society but
never develop into a party for the con=
quest of power.

It is not enough to possess the
sword, one must give it on edge; it is
not enough to give the sword an edge,
one must know how to wield it.

After separating the Conmunists
from the reformists it i® not enough to
fuse the Communists together by means of
organisational diseipline; it is neces-
sary that this orgenisction should learn
how to guide nll the collective activi=
ties of the proletoriat in all spheres
of its living strugglec.

This i8 the second letter of the
alphabet of Comnmunism.

Does the united front extend only
to the working mosscs or does it also
include the opportunist leaders?

I'he very posing of this question is
a product of misunderstnnding.




If-we wera able-aiﬁply to uni%e rises, all the more self-confidert

the workinz masses around our own ban- will thet mass movement be and ail the
ner or around our vracticcl immedinte nore Fesolutely will it be capable of
slogons, nnd skip oven reformist orga- marching forward, however modest may

: : i : i . be the initial slogans of struggle.
nisations, whether rarly or trade union
that would of course be. ‘he best thing | And this means that the growth of, the
in the world. But then the very question ma8S aspects of the movenent tends to
PR adited front doeh not oxist in radicalize it, and crestes much more
ite present fora. favorable conditicns for the slogans,
The quastion arises from this, that Pe¢thods of struggle, and, in gzn:ral.
certnin very important sections of the ;hetleading role of the Communis
working class beleng to reformist orga- ~or ' d®

nisations or support them. Their present 1 t_The refuimliFslﬁrguih;hzazz?-
experience is still insufficient to QK 10n2f¥t§n'anb1§nvgd s g
shnble them to breoak with the reformist DOVEREnty eir .2 A
organisations and jeintus. It mey be parliamentary, Sy iduney SN HEN

burcaus, the arbitration boards, the
miaisterial anti-chambers.

Cn. the contrary, we are, apart
from all other considerations, interes
ted in dragging the re ormists from
th .r asylums and placing them alung-
side ourselves befure the eyes of the
strug ling wa ses. With a correct tact-
ic we stand only to goin from this. A
Comuun. ist who doubts or fears this re-
sembles a swimmsr who has approved the
theses on the best method of smimuing
but dares not plunge into the water.

6, Unity of front consegquently
presupposes our readiness, within cer-
tain limits and on specific iesues, to
correlate in omoctice our actions with
those of reformist organizations, teo
the extent to which the latter still
exrress today the will of importang
sections of the embattled proletariat.

But, after all, dédn't we split
with then? Yes, becanse we disagree
with thed om-fundamentgl questions of
the working-class movement,  #i..
{ie- And yet we seek agreement with
them ? Yes, in all those cases where
the masses that follow them are ready
to engoge in joint strug le together w
with the masses that follow us and
when they, the reformists, are to a
adhering j ...r or greater cegrec compelled to
become an instrument of this struggles

But won't they say that after
splitting with them we still need them?
Yesy their blabbermouths may say this.
Here and there somebody in our ranks .
may take fright at it. but as regards

precisely nfter engoging in those moss
anctivities, which are on the order of

the day, that o major change will take
place in this commection, That 18 just
whot we nre striving for. But that is

not how matters stand at present. Todoy
the organised portion of the working
closs is broken up inte three formations.

One of them, the Communist, strives
toward the social revolution and precise-
1y because of this supporte concurrently
every mcvement, however particl, of the
toilers ogninet the exploiters cnd
against the bourgeois state.

Another grouning, the reformist,
strives townrd concilictiod with the
bourgeoisie. But din order not to lose
their influence over the workers refor-
mists are compelled, ngainst the inner-
nost desires of their own lenders; to
support the pmrtial movements of the
exploited npgrinsti.the exploiters.

Finally, there is o third grouping,
the centristy which econstently vacillates
between the other two, and which has no
independent significance.
| The circumstnnces thus moke wholly
possible joint detion on o whole number
of witnl issues between the workers uni-
ted in these three respective organisn=-
tions and the unorg-nised nmasses
to them.

The Comnunists, os hos been spid,
must not oppose such actions but on the
contrary must olso cssume the initintive
for them, preci ely for the resson that
the greater is the moss dr n. into the
movement, the higher its self-confidence




the broad working masses-even those
who do not follow us and who do not
ae yet underetand our goals but who
do see tw~ or three labor organizati-
ons leading & parnlliel existence-
these masses will draw froem our con-
duct this conclusion, that despite
the split we are doing everything

in o power to facilitete unity in
action far the masscs,

7e A policy aimed to secure the
united front does not of course
contain automatic punrantees that
unity in aection will zctually be
attained in all instances. “Yn the
¢c;ntrary, in many cases and perhaps
even the maojority of cascs, orgio-
nizaticnal ggreements will be only
half-attained or perhaps not at all,
But it is neceasory theot the strupg—
gling macsés should always be given
the opnrurtunity of convinecing them-
selves that the non-nchicvemeht of
unity in nctiun wos to struggle on
the part of the reformists.

In entering into agre.ments with
other orgenizations, we naturally
oblipate ourselves to a certain dis-
cipline in action. But this discipl-
ine cannot be absadlute in character.
In the event that the feformists beg
begin putting brakes on the struggle
to the obkious detriment cof the move-
ment and act eouner to the situatian
and the moods of the masscs, we as
an inde-endent orpganisation clways
reseérve the right to lend the strugg-
le to the end, and this without our
temporary semi-allics,

This may give rise-to'a new shar-
pening of the strugple betweon us
cnd the reformistses But it will no
longer unvolve o siople repetition
of ‘one oncé ‘the sane set of ideas
within a shut-in eircle but will

gignify-provided our tactie is correct=-

the extension of our influénee over
new,  fresh groups of the proletariat.
é. It is possible to see in this
policy a raphroachement with the
refornists only fram the steondpoint
of a journsolist whe believes that he
rids himself of reforhmiem by ritual-
istically criticizing it without ever
leaving his editorial office but who
' ~~»ipe with the <=

is fesrful of clashing with the re=
formists Lefore the eyes of the wor-
king masses and giving the latter

an «oportunity tc appraise the Com=
munist and the reformist on the egual
plane of the mass strug.le. Behind
this seeming revolutionary fea. of
"rapproachement"” there really “urks

a politignl pascivity which secks

to perpetuate on order of things
wherein the Communists and reformicts
each retain their own rigidly demor-
cated spheres of influence, their

own nudiences at mectings, their own
press, ond all this together creates
an 11lusion of serious political
strugzle.

9. We broke with the reformists
and centrists in order to obtain
complete freedom in criticizing
perfidy, betrayal, indecision and
the half-way spirit in the l:bor
movement. For this reason any sort
of organizational agrecment which
restricts our fre dom of criticism
and agitation is absclutely unoccecep~
table to us, We participate in a
united front but do not for a single
morent become dissolved &n it. We
function in the united front as an
independent detachment. It is pre=-
cisely in the course of struggle
that broad masses must learn from
experience that we fight better than
the others, that we sec more clearly
than the others,; that we areé nore
audnecious and reselute. In this way,
we shall bring closer the hour of
the united revolutionary front under
the undisputcd Communist lendership.




THE BINARY SYSTEM by Pete Wilkes

Intreoduction

he introduction of higher sducation
nto the industriai cooplex of neac=-
apitalisn has been achieved in one of
wo wWays. These alternatives are best
xenplified in the ccsos of England
nd italy. In the lztter country, the
ecessary output of grodustes hos been
chieved through o policy of cpen entry;
11 who ore quolified moy enrnl, This
esults in o high proportion of every
ges~group exneriencing the frustrations
f & university systen which is ostens-
bly cpen to £ll, but equipped only to
erve o few, Hopeless overcrowding, in-
dequate facilities and 2 high drop-out
ate reduce the number of graduates as
preportion of the number of entrants.
n the English ¢sse, the oprnosite is
rue. A high proportion of those who
nter finally groducte, they enjoy more
dequate facilities ete., but of .their
ge-group, even of their obility ronge,
hey are o small percentage. hs well =s
ontrasting badly with notions of
equality of opportunity", this latier
ption simply institutionalises "drop-
ut™ Hitustions at lower levels. In
rder to preserve the purity of the
litist university system it is neces-
ary to.provide a number.of alternative
r parallel struciures, which serve, to
neapsulate within the edug-tionzl sec-
or the wider socizl divisi.ns of c¢lzss
nd stotus.
Both university snd non-university

ectore sre expected to expond rapidly

n the next few years, but it hns becone

vident that it is the non-university
gctor Whichh§5 to take the highest
rowth rate. It iz the lower half of
he bincry systen which expresses the
ru¢ sltuation of educotion under neo-
apitalisn in a sense, insulating the
niversities,from pressures of numbers,
eclining stondorde, poor facilities,
ultur:l sterility, ete. c¢te. The Brit-
sh student movemnent must therefore
nderstond binsriem if it is to under-
tand its own potentianlities.

The Binory Systen

The various sectors of the binary sys-
ten are located in the structure of
capitalisn in different Wiys, so thot
the generalised contradictions within
efducation monifest themselves differ=
ently in the respective institutions.
The diversity of institutional forms
which comprise the present binary sys-
tem reflects the functional adaptation
of educntion to the chanzing denands

of developing capitalism, for new skills,
new ideclogicnl legitinations, cte.,
their chonging relationship to the state
and the relotive autonony of education
institutions/ideclogies once estab- « -
lighed. Specifically, the deterninants
of locczlised contradictions nre:=-

a) Systen of Authority

Ultimntely, this is o question of

the relntionship of the institution to
bourgeois state power; however, it is
the precise mediations whichaare nore
inportnnt. The mystificatory role of
the University Gronts Coanmittee in rela-
tion to the university sector is the
obviocus example. The U.G.C. does, how=
ever, ¢xpress o histordcal reality that
the universities hnve becn unplanned(2)
ond are thus todny less subject to the
vicisitudes of public spending and
state planning than are the new non-
university sectors. These are firmly
under Governnent or loeal autherity con-
trol. The immediste reality of 3tate or
political contreol by no means clorifies
the situntion of students in the new
eoclleges, At present the situstion is
one of comsidernble division of author-
ity. If we tnke far instance a Derominne
tionnl Teachers Training College, the
situstion is complex, Finaneizl control
is exercised by the Local Authopity,
cultural control by the denominatiocnzl
hierorchy cnéd acndemic control by sone
distont university or exomination board.
Within the colleBe itself, the students!’
anion ond administrotion may eerve os

d :legates of outside nuthority in a renl
sensey ond yet in timees of crisis npay
appear as phoney targets, though tempt-
ing ones, for attack by students. Thus




not only does the student teacher find
himself enmeshed in three outhoritarian
bureaucracies, but in the course of the
struggle he must aonticipate their dif-
ferent renctions. Any sstisfactory ann-
lysis of the binory system must =seck,
ot least in terms of the nojor divisions
in higher education - Universities,
Polytechnice, Colleges of Educntion, ete,
- to polint out the cnemy. At the lower
¢nd of the =ystem tbis is inereasingly
local business interests, which exercise
considerable influence cver the education
given to daoy relense apprentices, with
regard to conditions (terms, teaching
times, etc) ond ceecosionally with regard
to content.
b} Rel-tionship to the Market and
Class Structure

The vzrious lovels of the binary
system "Eit in' to the forket and cleass
structure nt different lewvels, and thus
the potentizlities and direction of
struggle munt differ, To loccte an inst-
itution within the structure of the nor-
ket and soecial classes, we nced to con=-
sider the "job relevonce! of the troin-
ing, its ideolugiczl relevonce; the
socinl destinies of those who pass
through it, the social elass from which
they come. Nicolaus (3) in his analysis
of the Szn Francisco State College o
strike, shows the importance of oprientat-
ing depmnis in the light of a clear
unferstonding of the location of the col=-
lege in the American binory system, in
relation to leoecd ~ttitudes to racism
and the loeczl labour movenment. Precisely
because higher education is fraogmented,
we have the opoortunity to exploit Véif-
ferent chaonnels" and thus mcke "a politi-
cal jump". Of full-time post-A level
stndents a4t Polytechnices o considercble
properticn is recruited from o working
class background, and of course this pro-
portion increcses significantly at lower
lavels of study, and when part-tine ond
goy reléase students ere considered. It
hng alsc been found that such students
retain a strong controaect with their sce-
ial elass background. As would be expec=
ted, their political views mirreor thoae
of their clcss: corporatism, nnti-intel-
lectunlism ond conservotisnm are the
chief troits. At pesent the educational
situation does nothing to challenge this;

the cultural steril-
values and "vocatio~
nal" orientntion strongtlien the con-
ser'vative strain in British politics,
The political poy-off of Red Techs éould
be very significant, however, precise-
ly becouese the tech, is not insulated
from the renlity of closs and morket.
¢) Institutional Autonomy

Ve must understond the "integral
culture" of educational institutions,
and the inportonce of liberal acadenm-
isn as the prevoiling ideology of the
gystem a8 n whole, Though this has
been to a large extent determined by
the previous two factors, it cannot
be reduced to them, for it im is es=-
sence o mwriieculor historical mode of
adaption to genersl determinonts. The
universities are insulated both from
the state -nd the market; they zre also
insuloted frum the dominant cultural
values of bourgenis society, which ex-
press themselves in mest wvulgsr forms
within Techs. Here the walues are vocn=
tional as well os the subjects; prag=-
matiBm, sccicl mubility, ete. are tem-
pered by liberal studies, a m1lid re=-
flection of the more sophisticated art-
iculations of bourgeois wvalues within
the liberol universities. Tet at the
some time the predominance of the elite
university at the top of the structure,
and its related valuecs of "academicism!
and "liberalism" exercise a fatol fos-
cinntion cver the lower levels. Hence
the polytechnics offer "a unigue cppor-
tunity to synthesis libernl and voca-
tisnal education" to combine "practica-
lity" with maintenance of "ocadenie
standards" etc. Thus despite the im-
peratives of the market ond the inten-
tions of the Government, the top end
of the binary system has inevitably
tended to ape the universities, a ten-
dency which exposes the ideoclogical
functions of the "equal but different"
"eonprehensive" argument. Within col-
leges it is evident that ideologiesl
and cultural factors are important ele-
ments in ony strotegic colculaotionse.
Staff ond student ¥ essure proups,
levels of conseicusness, studnet unions,
musi all be token into gecount,

on the contrary,
ity, utilitarian




Strotegy

) The Red Base

1t follows that the red base
Hould not be secn ns the strategzic
gal in e ery sector of higher edueca-
jon. The cbject of the rod base is
he distinction of the bourgeoils uni-
ersity and thus also of the role of
he bourgecis university student. As
stratepy it is pr-omised upon the
geculiarities of universities in their
elatiovn to the market and the State.
he same conditions do not ap;ly in all
olleges nnd tech.s throughout the - =
ountry. Universities, the Stale and
he market sre insulsted from ench other
o o considerable extent. From this
erives the potentiality of an isolated
tudent movement to challenge power in-
ide the university without at the
ane time contesting the whole fabric
f bourgecis scoiety. This azleo explains
he ambivalence of such concepts as
acadenic freedom', "free speech" etc.
n that they express the mediated inte-
ration of the university with bourgeois
ociety nnd ore thus liberal, yet they
an be used to protect the revolutionary
wvenent from the State, and are thus
seyolutionary. But is is important to
saplise that this insulation con clso
ontribution to the isolation oud con-
ainment of the student movement by the
uling closs.
3 ) Extrao-mural Studies Z

In other sectors the Red Bavs
stratepy moy not be correct for the
enson thot the conditions upon which
it is premised do not exist. Student
-eachers, technclogists, doy release
pprentices, do not experience their
situations in the szame woy as do uni-
rersity students; often they do not
identify themselves os students at all.
[n general, their college environments
wre culturally znd theoretisrally sterile,
they have different experiences of
ruthority within it, and their market
shances are relatively circumscribed.
lhus their primary y the
~roblems to which such students seek a
solution, are cutside the college, i.e.
their roles are produced in the work
place, or in anticipation of future work
situations. Hence the Importance of

"yeoaticnal" education - its referent:
lies outside the oducalional system.

It follows that if we ore intervene
meaningfully in the areas of binary edu-
cation, we nust develop theory orienta-
ted to the particular struggle ond probe
lems faced by these youth, ns they ox-
perience them themselves, not os we
expericnce them through the imposition
of "the twofuld sbstrzetion of Revolu-
tignary S8tudent and Revolutionary Wor-
ker"(4).

Students and Workers

That binary education "eoptures class
divisions in its mest privileged sec-
tor" does not mean that student-worker
links con be mode by virtue of a common
involvement in the process «f ecducation.
That the physical proximity of workers
and students within the same institution
will produce & politiezl proximity, i=
on inodequate conception.

‘ To oVer-—
come the divisions both among students
and the revolutionary movement ag a
whole, we nust develcp the theory and
practice which tronscends the divisions
of copitnlist oppression. In terms of
perspectives for RSSEF, what this means
is the creaticn of dual power within the
universities, challenging the function-
ing of the university and the role of
the bourgeois university gudent. The
creation of Red Bases is the partiecipa=-
tion of studentes in the class strugple
and therefere is objectively linked to
the revolutionary proletariat, This re-
moins the most important eingle task for
the student movement. The process of
continuous contestation within the uni-
versity system, because of the very im-
portance and predofinanece of the univer-
sity within the binary system will hove
an effect in changing the clinade of
pulitics within the lower levels. As
organg of containment, NUS, etc. move
to the left to head off revolt within
the universities, they precipitate ideo-
logival re-evaluation in the ;redomin-
antly conservative colleges. It is tuo
soon to estimate the impcrtancc of these
recent developmentis.




R35T g T T e T S T LR S SR LT ST

The importont but very sizategic -ole BITAT.TOA "TON &

' t = 2 T ..._a:rIC . S I..';"Ib YDU
thot &5 here assignsd to RS3F should b f"'hﬁ‘ :
not obscure bhe impcrtonce of non- SHCJLIN'T MISS
university struggler, ¢r the inability

%
of RSSF to relcte to them given its %
nresent organisation and theory. It is *

here thet the lack of & wider youth
novement in British r2litics becomes
apparent. Buch a novenent ehould be
able to incorporote crdres from various
sectors, but who are not thecretically’
deprivediby virtue of this sectornlism,
this neglected field presents an impor-
tant chollenge to the British revolu-
tionary left.
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POLTCE COMCEETICK AND ITE DANCGERS

w following report is translated from a supplement of "Houge" the paper of the
lgue Communiste = the French section of the Fourth International to give readers

b o -
, Undexatand the ascinel silnation Egit:xperien es cf French revolutlonary

The ruling ideology is the ideclogy Intelligence, inecapable of underste ding
P the rulinz class, In a-general sense  the politienl logic of orgonisations
t rules this roling class: thus the (although they hewe specialists to study
srgosizle also tl aght that in the de- these problems). These gentlamen operaie
sloped capitalist countries a revolut- on the basgis of raw maierizl evidence,
on was impossible, If there wae a dangeT The resulis are ovidently very weak and
t saw it rather coming from part of ithe this weakness if multiplied by a I00 when
smmunist Party. The traditioncl police ex—revolutionaries collaberate with them,
etained its pest ansiysis. In spite of TUnfortunately the police realise thiG...
hat, Moy and June I958 have shown us
hat & repressive arsenal the Yourgeoicie You should net underestimate the nolice
as at its disposal, 1t is better to pre

ent than to cure, The revelulionary Breause the police seemed particu-
prising of licy 68 revenled two facts to laxly disarmea inthe field of culture
he bourgeoisie: (sce complete works of M, Mavrcellin,
Minister of the Interior), = dangerous
I)The sceialist revoluticn is an tendancy develops, mainly in the intell-

etual danger, contrarvy to what all its  ectuol melieu, to dospise the police be-
heoreticisns have told us recsnily, aznd cause they are stupii. imen. But In the
hich finally they believed themselves, service of this relative stupicity there
ig an extroordinary sppavatus reing
2)The donger comes mostly from {Hourands of counter veveolutionary
mwoups to the left of the CP (more so militenis, who work perhaps without
iince they hove internotional relations) imagination, but methodicclly withoud
petty-bourgeois deviations and who
Whot has to be considercd is the ° gecunmlate over & period mountains of in
aet,thot in the future much mors consid formations. Certainly each policemann
srable means will be used Yo avoid tne tcken individually has wvery little sig-
sepetition of May/June 1968, Certainly nificange, but their total sum has a stable
the actiusl relstionship of forecea does valus for these gentelmen,
10t 2llow reorescion on e larze seale,
ja don't sce cnything spectacular, Bub A comment
te can be aveolutely certain thet the

solice do not spore ary efforit whatseo- Hare is not the place to davelop
sver to accumilats the maximum emoeunt the juridicnl aspect of this tyce of

of information, an indéspensaile cond- police activity, It always viclates itis
ition to ensure efficient repreassion own legality (if not this article weuld
£ OmMOTTOW, be purposeless), Tims all the remarks of

the kind, "they hzve not the right to
Evidently the police operate on & listen in on phone calls, to read lettexrB"
field which is @ifficult for us to under ete., have no practical implocation what

stand: The diffe:cnse betwesn a Maoist soever, The same goee for what constitutes
and & Trotskyist cppear to them as juridizal procfl. Neither the truth nor
gubtle os the ones between different what the militants think ihe cops should

Puddhist sects. They view them zs "red think counts. Whati counts is what the cops
bastards® "Viets" or "Jews" (cop with believe, (For example these gentlemen of
coloninl past, lower grade) ox anarchisgis the police think that it might be an
(Paris cop)s Momeover pelice personell aceident if someone im pickel up once in
are often of mcdiccre culture and a demonstretion but if it is twlee it is

: certain that he is dealing with a I=ftlist,.




Certainly,one can use o second
time the irregulorities of police in-
vestigations and explain thot one has to
feal with olass justice: The comstitu-
4ion for instance easrontees fratal
g=grecy «nd this serves the capitalisis
for their bank,commericol exd irdustrial
secreta and probably even to smother
their personal scandals, but in relation
to the revoluticnary militants the "law"
is avidertly int-ri =ted otherwise. The
game is true for conditions of arrest
house sgearchings aic,

2. Some police procedures

To accumulate data,the police utilise
our own weoknesses because techical in-
fornation spreads guickly -~ although
this is not so tru for political informe
ation,

Adviece: Don't speck even about organisa-
tipal questions even insid .e the organis
ation which den't direetly concern the
comrades,

Theorem: The less one knows,the less one
can tell and the better it is for every-
body, This is not abstra-ct, Each time
the "one" has a name, Even if it is
soméone with whom you have a very close
relationship with.

To cellect information the cops use
a) spiles: of two kinds; one consists of
young police inepectors who change their
uniform and moudteche for & pell over
snd long hair ond go into the coffe
houses of the latin Quarter and inside
demonstrations where if the cccasion
arises they can plzy the role of provoc-
ateurs.

Advice: Don't give details about your
1life, no matter where, and cnly cbey
instructions ceming from respensible
conmrades,

m the other hend they try to
infiltrote some of theilr funciionaries
into the revelutioncry organisctions
themselven, (that's generally easier to
do with the snorehiste than with us.)
For new comradcs this is not to create
and atmosphere of "“coptomanis" but to

but to understand that in the last
analysis the gucrontee is o political one,
It is wvery difficult for = cop,especially
if he is younz tc behave a8 a revolution=-
ary militant.

Adviee: All new menbers should be observ-

ed by one or two members of the cell or
group who go to visit the comrade at his
home ,when he leaves his place of work
and who follow his politiical behavior
(theoretiwal education,lectures,
political setivity trade union activity)
By this we are not rying to transform
gurgeleves into couter police, we cannot
beat the police at something they are
expert at, but to use our political
"superiority" which allows us to under-
staad the logic of the behavior of a
militent ( This being so, one can be
perfectly nuts without being a cop =
though for a revolutionary organisation
the firet isn't much better than the
latter, }

The most dangerous spy however,is
ene who is recruited by the police while
already o member of the organisation and
if possible a member with responsibilities,
It is of course never a question of
comrades who can be taken by the attract
ions of bourgeols ideclogy and wvery
exceptionnlly of comrades who are
corrupted (money or a place to live) but
almpst always of comradades who are black-
mailed. It can vary (morals,alcoholism,
petty criminal offenses, "innocent" infor-
mation given stupidly in the hope of
getting off the hook cheaply,confidence
in dad ond mom ete)

Advice: The political and private life
of militante should not give the policge
openings on this score, If some blunder
is made it should be told to the
respnsible official of the organisat'om,.
(better to pass as a nut than risk
becoming a pig) The same holés everytime
the gentlemen of the pokice come around
asking for someonse,

b) Lietening in on phone calls. First a
myth should be shattered. If your phone
is tapped you have know way whatscever of
knowing it. (neither the safety cotch nor
"gmall sounde™ no frecuent break ups of
calls due to the scandzalous inefficlency

!
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16 French teleghons system, nor the
mlarity of the soumd of the speakers
~th Eiﬁaﬂ.)

With the exception of crincis and
rtant peracnalities the police don't
the means +to listen in directly

e of gualified peraonell ete). They
on tape the phone rumber palled

the cooversation, Miles of tapes can
tored in the archives. The interest
bvicne, For cne rsason or enciher
genblemen of * the p‘.r" ise are interest-
he private 1ife of o militant woo

a telephone, In buwo days work

cere police ﬂff"l ceTA cga build wp the
of his ﬂuﬁ:ﬁﬂu& friends, the friends
is friend=s, his pcliticsl.l regponsib-
eg and his fovourite meeting places
out forgetting the habitutal

erent names he .1y calleds

ce: It is evident 211 converswtions
1d be as naturcl as possibis (for
ple to avcid confusion one must
 the first name of the person woom
callis) The principle is vexy simple,
811 hones% cltizens we can vepeab
out getting o Ted face everything
ave paid on the vhone - in case they
t already Imow ii,.

ent: It is not true thet it is alwiys
lees o call from one phone to snoth
mder the assumption that they ave

y tepped, (it is their }oglc ond

1) More igportant, two phores can be
el independenily and we have no

on wintsoever ‘to give one more
wection to the gentlemen allowing

n to complete their liat,

Ypening letiers: At the present time
; seeng lees grove here than in the
1lar democracies, But it cen always
1zed,

] :Spoken words (if they are nod
ten over phones con pass — written
3 giay dowis,

House seaxchings: At presenv theay

m to be in vogus. You are not only
poneible for yourself and your own
nge. Your are 2lso responsibie for

youx ergonisation,

Down with peity-bourzeoics individualsin
which hae nothing Lo do with courage.

+t rid of the eollectorse manis,

Feyer collect nomes and addresses of your
comrades at home or in your packe te, Tale
eare other comrades do the game

e) Mizcellanecus: In detective storles
you hear of miero gadgets in olever 7
selected points meeting places and of
+aillng individuals, In certain
exceptionnl caces the pollce use tliese
effectiveiy. A comment about tailing,
It is eeey to tall & nesx reletive and
g girl or boy friend to the person the
polize are interested in, The police
¥mow it. Bo do we,,.00W.

Corclusion: To accumulate infeormation
the police can @nly use what we give them
We have no reaceon 2t all to help them,

In ihe finzl cnalysis the struggle sgainst
pelice penetration mzans raiocing the
political level of nilitants rather than
by "coptomanda,

35 Bepression

Fepreegicm can show itself in various
forme from those which we kriw to those
which hove been expericnced by our Greek
Argentine cr Epanish comrades. Ton't for
gat that the period of repression can
be medified very quiclkdy, We 1live in a
revolutionory epech and fron the moment 1ihe
bourgeoisiec feclsy its sociel order in daner
it doeun't hesitate to trample on its
legality (Coup d'Etat). We should n't be
take by surprise.

If ths repression cannot deatroy the
revolutionary grouvs, it paralyses them in
a certain way., This is in ery case inevit-
gble, and those who want to go on working
as though there were no repression {be-
covce it is easier,quicker ete) wisk in a
ghort tize not to hﬂ atle to work at all,
The whole question is to know what kind
of limitation and wmiles we_accect conscious
Fy(small and less fregueng conferences,
limitations of itternal orgenisational
democracy,rencuncing certain forms of




public activity ete.) It is impossible
to explzin this without giving ecncrete
gituations.

Let vs soy scme words on how to
behave when you are arrested, Here
szain mich depends on the condliticras
of the arrest of what is npparent and
vhat is fot. Don'% nix what is in your
head with what is in the heads of that
marvellous intellectual ecollective
cailled the police. In oll these cases
let their brains function,

Comment: It is easier %o think before
tha afterwards, i.e. it is better te
cvoid improvising inside a police
station,

1) There zre certain rules concerning
arreste and house gearchings. They are
Torbidden betwcen sunset ond sunrise
and cannot be dene without a warrant,
Under certain conditions these
guaraniees ore tossed aside by the pol-
ice., ITon'"t have any illraions about the
protection the law gives you at this

level. The cops are no bourgeols lawyers

They understand in their way that the
law codifies o certain relationship of
forfles, This does not mean that we can-
not exploit wioletions which they make
of the law,which they are suppoessd to
defend.

illegal. You are arrested while distribute-
ing leaflets.

You give your name, address, profess-
ion age and place of birth, After that
STOP.

Understand why ond how necessary
this is. To deny that you distributed
thﬂtleafletﬂ is cbviously absurd., You
don t covince the cops who arrested you
with your hand in your pocket. You could
not hold this position for long and after
a8 certain time you would "open up", The
pops would have won & point, Furthermore
to claim that "there has been a legal
error", "I am here for nothing" "I am
net involved in politifs" eto would
mean that you would guickly lecse your owm
self confidence - you become obliging
to feel at ease and begin to coopertae
(or secem to cooperate) with the police,
This point ghould not be neglected
with the excuse that it is psychological
It iz impossible to keep your selfl
respect,especially when they heold you
for a long time ( and you don' know when
it will endl, and it is useless to ask
the cops since they don't ueually lmow
and this is proof of weakmess). An
attitude which is not insclent,tut
couraogeous is needed to avoid a lot of

2) In relation to arrests in the atreettrﬂubla‘ Finally en attitude of

it is usually not & juridiezl error.
1f you happen to be picked up in the
area of a "left" demonsiratien or you
are picked up lighting o cigarétte, or

neditating at a corner only a 100 moters

away wherc some "leftists" are sticking
posters on a wall it is useless in such
cases to go to the police statiom, If
your immocense is apparent you should
protest energetically in front of the
policeman,

3) In the police station: The

¢ssential thing without any exception is

Ion't lie and don't co-operats,

Sure this is well kwon %o all milit
ants,but it is rarely seriousiy applied,

Let ue give on example, Imagine a

country where democratic guarantees were

strongly restricted, Let us further
imagine that leaflet distribution was

copperation precludes political support
from the cutside,

To admit you distributed leaflets
and to talk doesn't bring you a step
forward. "Who gave you the pamphlets?'"
Don't give the impression that youn want
to answer but you can't remember thes
neme and invent some story about a tall
brown fellow you met by ch-nce at the
station, This is a type of and
wvooperation., Simply say that these
ledflets were given to you by a friend
and that you distribute them because
you zgree with it. That it is a perfcet-
1y normal (or legal according to the
situation) thing tc do, You state that
you were given a completely normal (or
legal ) job ond that the police are
looking for fleas on your head, Don't
give any information to the police that
could lead to the arrest of your friemds @



eason, especially in the present
nditions, is nct vart of jyour life,
L

Letts toke =nother exasple about
& danger of thet dinlactic "co-oper-
fon = lying"., - Thise gentlenen show
soa series of photes te identify.
u accept, tc show yrur good will,
it you ‘decide, ©f courae, %o lie,
ever ¢op, when he uandersiends what
m inteond “to "de will show you some
okos, Yeu don't hrow the people;
ppily, you sey 89, 7 They ‘were photos
*police in plain clethes, - Ite per-
ip8 "natural® that yod know them but
85111 say: "Rol" Tha'next phete
1ow you indi discussicn with the fell<
¢ yru've just denied imcwing., Yoe are
sornered”. The cops have mained a
sint - you gore a lier. The moet corr=
ot thing to do from the besinning 1s
3 refuse to ploy tthis little game,
veh if they show you 2 phots of yeur
sther] Neithur yoa.noe noj you don't
o-operate (med provicus explenation).

A

-
-

o In princirle, yovr "zencral phil-
gophy" ig ihe following cne: on the
penal®™ level it is uwscless to toke on
esponiibilitics you don't have; you
ay, for exnmplc, ccmpletely ignore the
entents of 2 parecl found in your flot
r of you. But vhen th: pelice $ell
ou what it contoiine, yeu lmow,

pent con be used against you. It may be
nessible to a very short statement which you

howe votted,

You & insist, withrut lyinz; because
it iz true, that yvou haven't done enyihing
wrong. 1f the police think otherwi-e that's
their offair; they should chrrge you, then.
ind cnly sftor hewving secn your 1wyer, do
you cgree to answer the charge in front of
a megistrate, Refuse to cnswer In & police
interrosntion.

After having be.n in custedy where you
hove proctieally ne rishte whatscever, but
where ¢n the other hand you ooy in all. Tegal-
ity say proctically nothing, there are two
poasibilkities:

a) Tou are released, and that's - for the time
being the end of your troubles;

B0 you nve charged. You. then have the

Pight to sveil yeurself of o lowyer,. lou
dervind fhat immedictelyl You should know

the nome and cdéresses of lawyers.,

If you are relezsad on bail, which
you should demand, the questicn of fleecing
frem "justiee" or using your freedom to
suppruss frets is for us, as revel-
uticncry militants, a political one.

Conclusion: If you zre in. the hrnds
af the pclice, the essential thing is not
tc know this or that trick, but tc zct in
guch = way that your comrcdes cutside
Gan Bupport you.. What matters is not

On the prlitical lceel, you shoul- the relaticnship of forces you ecan create

dr you responsibilities, In general,
on gty prlite (there is nething o ke
ained frim g ttirg Iwolved In on org-
ment)...and shut uwp. '

Pe 142 in frcpt of eops who are

s botveon yourselves and the cups, but the
relaotionship of foreca generally,

DON!T LIEL

DON'T CO-OPERATE!

rofessicnals in thie Ticld is cxtremely

ifficult. Frootically (feor defunce)
hia is of no help whotsodyer.
11y and psychclogieally, the resulis

e almost always ncgntive,

Cenelusicni In the hands of the
yolice, and baving established your
identity, you afdd: "I hove nothing to
say." You d¢ nct Eimm “oything, It is
Jeceseary to understend why:
2f peasons (some practienl -nd some to
1o with the nttitude of the police) it
is slmost irpossible to got cown what
'ne has said exactlyj and a bod stete-

Pilitvic-

for a var-




BASIQ CONCRPTS 'OF MARLEST

HCENLMICS. By Dave Kenlall.

-_‘-E:Ctif.an ik
e e e

Bourgeois and Proletarian Economics

1. The buurzeois critigue of rent and
the emergence uf socinlist gcononics,

Tt wis not urtil obout 1050 that the
British industrizl buursecisie had com-
vleted tlie as: nult o ninst the land-
wning elngs. From the late 10th.century
onwards b urgecis econonics reflectel”
and eontizuved thig strugyle. The buourg-
sisie necled a thecry which justified
jts place in the wo 1d cnd wndermined
tuat of the lanlowners. They had to
contend with tlie faet that the world
was very different from feudal times.
P explain the dynomie of the systen
and teo ex:lain it ecritically,as o
wenToh azninst the landowners, they
f-eupged i the crizin nd nature of
value and *rice. Riesrde (leveld;ed the
therry of voalue as far as it epuld bea
taken within he Iimits of a belief in
an ungoinr bourgesis society: all lob+
sur was rroductive of value; what was
~nasitienl wos renty the rassive
drawing off of value thr ugh jroperty
rights. Riecard. did nut exy se the
difference between the asctivities of the
bourgeoisie and the prolefariat, nnd
although Jther €conumists such as Hige
mondi quar~elled with the ideas of
Rigards, it was left to Hairx to show
the bourpecisie to be alss an &x;rop=
rizting, parasiticnl class. He did so
through his crucizl analysis of surplus
value and exsloitaticn.

11. The zenith of bourreois eeconcaics.

(mbe it had fuifilliec itel role as a
eritical wea  .n, baurgecis ccohomics
became larpzely apologetics From the
mid 19th century it developed ns o very
neadewic stuly ond one concerned with
low level disquisitions into the faorm-
ation of ;rice on the mieru level. Tha
bourgevisie no longer neads &z theory
entagonistic to the landcwners, but
-poteetion apoinst the rising gtrength
of the procletarint. Rieardo's wurk
marked the zenith «f beurgeois

“how made o

econunics a8 a scignce, Thonceforth it
became on ideclogy ever mure esiragned
from social reality, and engoged with
rebuffing attacks fr m the Karxist
movement, Under the guise of being
wyanluc-freo' it avoided mentipning the
exploitetion of lubiur and tried to
justify rrofit as a “"reward"(fcr invest-
ing an! not spending the money immed-
fatelt)jas if the capitalist had some-

! saerifice by investing his
moneyl An eecnomic mudcl was constructed
in which nct only labour but naechines
were said to create voalue.(See secticn
B,-ara.V)

411. Worldd dar 1, the slump and the
economics of intervention.

The &.ate Lecame progressively more
than o mere ¢ mmittee of the buurpgecis-
ie, I'revicusly, the tendency of the
state to buréaucratically inflate itsclf
was resisted and the achievement of -a
balanced budget was regarded as ideal
g vernmentzl behaviours Zgonumically,
the p.vernment wns to be regarded as
ancther unit in the -e¢ nomy like a
firm and not as o Jdetermining factor.
it wasn't neceassary for it to intervene
deeisively accerding te the state of
the trade cyele. It could let ihings
ride esnfident that nothing could harm
the interests of the big bourgeoisie.
liconomic thecry only changed with the
changing needs of the buurgecisie. lhe
old remedies of lipgow and the laissez-
faire clussical economists could not
survive the Great slump. In the UsA the
21 p.licies of retrenchment os ract-
ised by Houver Lefure the Hew Deal prov-
ed useless, since they served .mly to
exancerbate the situation. Money had to
be pumped intoc the econcmy to buoy up
rrofits,and coducticn in wages and
srices br brought about by deflationary
meagures, had little effect by themsclvess
It was Keynes,who fought the battle
with the vld economics and his ideas
about goveramental interventicn,which
were to provide the theoretical back-
ground for the develorment of bourgeois
sconomics in the mnext periecd.




IV.Bourpebds eccnonics today.

Bourgecis ecounomics has beecone
nothing mure than an empirical
tool, It can less and liss be
distipguished fron the day to
day needs of the a'winistrators
of bourgeois suciety. The con-
cerns of the academic cconoemist
are the probleoms of the ruling
elass: how to mpintain the rate
of rofit, The priblems apyuar in
nany guises, as jrublems of rest-
ricting weoges, of combating the

disorgnnizing effects of inf"&ticm,

which hos such a baneful influence
over the. capitalist's atrenpts to
organize world trade(balance of

saynehts and cur.ency problems),
V. Myths and fallecies of bourgecis
econonics.

Meny econcmists believe their
own lies. Economics we are told
is a vogitive science. It is value
frec. The government, acting on
the wishes of the jpeorlelwhich
‘in any easé is another subject
called 7olities) mokes the choi-
ces of valioes Hecnomists sin-ly
srojeet thess chaices into tne
future and forecast the likely
resnlt ef differont cou. ses of
getinn, Lost isg the zossibility
that there just might be allittle
more to & science thon the neede
of government. Enguiry into the
wider implications of what ecs="
nomists are deding, of what Tunc-
tion in sceiety thoy ore [laying
is efficiently castratsd by for-
bid ing hemds ot overy corner,
banning further progross because
it would trahssres: into the
realms of wclitics or sociolugy,
which ore different and highly
compartaentalized subjects. To
be & good eccornonmist. is to as-ure
oncself of Yucr-tive zeats on
givernnent commiscions. It was
an acedemic economist, who play-=
e¢d the role of ™nezotictor™ in
the Talbeot steel strike.

VI. The develo ment of Morx's

“Beoncnics
rroletariat hs accumulsted

a store of informaticn on the workings
of tr-nsitional economies,on the pro-
bleno of -wricing and investment.The Ce=-
generation of the World Comauhist move-
ment haz seen a corres; ording theore=
ticnl deelinc. Marxism only lives at
the point of eriticcl action.His ana=
lyses hove been dogmatized at the hands
of the bureacragies. 4n inevitabilist
mechanical Marxism haos under the influ
ence of the burcaucracy taken the place
of dialectical thouprht. The bureaucra
cies can no longer cajture and reprodu
ce in theory the jpostwar manouvees of
ca-ital,.It is sheoltered from awareness
af the cycles o. cayitalism and the
attendant ossibilities of revolution-
ary =zction by its own jreconceived
sectarian requirements.Marxism is the
living theery of those emgaged in acti
ve struggles To sttempt to nse it in
isclaticn from the strugile of the
vanguard sections of the class is to
distort history znd ;rovide a2 ration-
alization of sne's own inccliivity and
not o theorya
VII.The bourgecisie in Britnin eand

Marxisi

The Dritish seection, most cunning
of a1l the bBourgecisics, ignored Mar-
xiam until the 19350s. The necd for
macro tecms prom; ted Keyncs to talk of
Marx's idens of eycles and periodic
slum; c. The capitalists to survive had
toc beccme - little more aware of the
noture of their system. Very few eco-
nenies faculties take Marx seriously,
howeror. 4t Essex in a three year
course just half an hour was devoted
t- Comrace Marxz.It was & special cour-
se called Reonomic History o provide
bockground infernmation on how the sc
science reached its jresent pinnacla,

Morxism is cut into many bits by
cducational institutions with full
use beinz made of the distortions of
theory occcasioned by the gotivities
of the bureaucracies.The econonic pre-
dictions are tak n 28 o reified lunp,
falsified and then used very often as
evidence against Morx. absolute immis-
erztion is not something, which Marx




ever predicted for the working olass
but which his bourgeois interpreters
take great delight in erecting as an
Aunt Saily to take pol shots at for
the greater vilificetion of Marz,
The absence of a sirong living move-
ment embi@ed with a Marxist tradition
allows scademics to commit any number
of atrocities wiitkh lmpunity.Maxrx's
sociology is hung up in the air as if
it were an idealism and his ideas given
egual values with so many later soclo-
logists, disguising the revoluticnary
nature of his thought, His students are
of ten introduced fo Marxism the better
to be inocculated against it. Even the
most well-intentioned teacher of Marxi-
gm will inevitably convey a somewhat
undialectical understanding if he does
not root the thought of Marx in the on-
going struggle and in the economic de-
velopment of Capital. (1)
I1 The concepte of Merxian Fconomics
a Surplus Labour and Surplus Value
Crueial to Marxism is the idea
of surplus, surplus labour and sure=
plus value,lihe worker works for his
master for say 8 hours a day produc-

ing produc

bg that con bBe-gold at a
certain price,He is paid by his
maater for his labepr thet -day tut
In every case wlil be pEid at less
than the walue of the pxidwois, wnich
he produced in that day.At least if
the mester does not conduct his bus-
inegs on this basie he will wvery soon
go bankrupt,The rest of the workers'
products represent a surpius; an
amount of money when sold, which
is appropriated by the capitalist
and which we call, surplus value,
+,Necessary Wage

The amount of ecash that the worker
receives is determined by the minimum
he needs to keep himself alive and to
reproduce himself,This minimum is a
soeially determined minimum, however.
It can fluctuate within certain limits,
according to the stage of the trade
cyele and the cxpectations and combat-
ivity of the working class. The essen-
tial point, however, is that the worker
receives not enough to enable him to
gease to be a wage slave and gain con-
vwrol of his own means of production,
thus ceasing to be 2 proletarian,

6. The polurisnticn of classes
S etan The rine Th the stedand
of living is cited as an indice of
the incorrectness of Marx's hypotheses.
What he predicted, however, has in its
essentials come into being. The rise in
living standards is x not part of the
necesgsary development of Capital but
only a superficial amd incidental phe-
nomencn. Marx predicted that fresh: strata
would continually be thrown into the pro-
letardat,.This is in fact what has kxpmewsd
happened,The petit bourgeoisie is a fast
declining class,The small shoplecper is
rapidly sgqueezed mk out by the supermar-
ket,A teacher and a factory worker are
both wage slaves., More than ever before
wealth is concentrated in very few hands.
Extreme impoverishment would exist in the
reserve pool, im a permanent sub-prole-
tariat, as iIn the U,S.
de The The origin of surplus
SurpluBBEH existed in precapitalist
societies.0Only in the most primitive of
societies did the question of the distri-
btution of the surplus not arise.Then the
society would have produced only barely
enough for its members to survive,
Torrthing woultl have teen nodessany
proiuct . The cxrigin of surplus product
initiated the end of primitive egalitar-
jan matriachal scciety., With the appear-
ance of surplus groups would begin 1o
detach themselves from the labour pro-
cegs to live off the rest of the society.
Theexproprddtion in earlier societies
would take the form of a direct expro-
priation of labour or products, the
former being typical of slavery c¢r serf-
dom, the latter of tribute given o a
lord,IT is in capitalist sceciety that
expropriation becomes mystified through-
out the society bty money =nd %takes a
money form,
€, Property i3 Theft
There are many objections to this
view of the economy a8 robbery.The
bourgeois will talk of the legitimate
return to his capital. What, however,
does this Capital consist of 7 Who was

i+ that built his machines »nd the ma-
chine-and-the mgchines im turn which

uilt 8¢ michimés, It was uf»&cmi-se
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There is also talk of the re-
urns on entreprencurial skill, Thls

s to mese & virbue ont of necessity,

owever, rach of the capitalist's skill

& not directed to production but to

rofit-moking. The workers cauld ex=s%

;211 enough without the capitalist but

he. same ~ould not be pzid for him. In
ny case it is a ;oralistic.view of
rice forjation, which is a strictly
=cientific process.

£. WHAT IS VALUE 2
Volve represents stored J.bour.

shen we sell something we cxchange a
good for its equivalent in money. The
ground of these exchanges is the labour
time socially nccessary to produce an
article. This is the reason why prices
differ, why a watch is gifferent in
price from a piece of cheese. It is the
LABOUR THEORY OF VALUL.

g. USE VALUE and EXCHANGE VALUE

All objects produced in soclely
must. have a USE VaLUE. It simply means
they fulfil some function for somebody.
When that use is given monetary ex-
pressicng We use the term EXCBLNGE
Valils.-In capitalist saciety all goods
on the market have excnange values. The
productive activity of a housgwifc ba-
king bread focr her family B2s only o
USE value, however.

h, WHLT DIFFERENTIATES CAPITALIST
SOCIETY FROM ITS PREELARS ?
Capital has existed for sume Z00p

years in the form of hoards of usurer's
capital, merchant capital, financial
capital mnd latterly industrial capi-
tal. The distinguishing feature about
copital-din capitalist society is that
it has penetrated the means of pro-
duetion, In pre capitalist days produc-
tion would primarily have been produc-
tion for use rather than exchange.
Primeval society was then characterized
by .the praducticn of usc values. This
society w2s gradually broken up, how=-
ever, by the gradual introduction of
trade, The presence of a social sur-
plus product makes it possible for an
- increasing division of labour to take
“place. Within foudal society, for ins-
tancc, rrcups of people are no longer

L

involved in the food procducing process

bt are gathered in towns to perform
specinlist tasks. At first taese talks
are to service the wider community. The
products produced in the town are pro-
duced for exchange =nd nmot for immediate
use. They are produced to se¢ll and to
survive, the merchant must make a pro-
fit, on cach transaction. Surpluses
bepin to accummulate in the towns, but
they are essentially islands in a sea of
use value producticn, It is the era of
PEOTY COMMODITY PRODUCTION, It is when
the accummulators of capital in the
towns become sufficiently powerful to
think of wresting control from the feudal
landowners that capitalism proper begins.
(Surpluses are also accumulated by trade
which oftecn tckes advantage of the dif-
ferent levels of development of different
isolated regions. In the latter days of
feucaliem too of loans to the parasiti-
¢al landowner, who finds himself increa-
singly in pawn to the finance copita-
1ist). Capitalism proper Legins then
with the penctration of capital into the
méans of production, with the general
production of exchange values. It is
GENZR.LIZED COMMODITY PRODUCTION.
i, TFS PROLETARIAT

1 Proletariat was created from the
gixtcenth century in England onvards.
The scrfs had been freed but freed frow
their means of subsistence as well 88 °
their bond to their lord. This landless
and poverty stricken proletariat Proet
vided the labour force for the rapidly
growing towns.

j. UHIVERSAL COMPETITION OF CAPITALS
The carly cays of capitalism saw
many competing capitals. Universal con-
petition between these capitals existed.
To survive o capitalist had to sell his

goods to recoup his cesh and to repeat
the production run, If his price was not
competitive, therefore, he would sson go
to the wall, He could his price low by
various means, He could end did expleit
his workers viciously. He also make his -
factory more efficient by installing
more and better machines. For the gzme
1abour cost he could produce mire com-
mocdities at a lower price. He was forced
to spend money on machines because if

he @id not do so his competitors would




and drive him out of business. Caplte-
1ism showd strong ceatralizing tom-
deacies, thersfore. T lezs - inefficient
firms disappearcd to be gpnlicwec ¥D
in larger more heavily canitalized
firms. The older industrics are the most
copitalized and monopblized. s the
amount of capital in on industry Becomes' <
larger so it becomes more cxpunsive and
aifficult for newcomers to break into
it. The only industries which escapc -
tris monopolia tion arc those whose na-
turs preclucdes the use of eapitelsIn
this late stage of capitalism, however,
these are few. In a lot of areas tradi-
tionally the arena of small capitals,
gechanized procduction is monopolizing
the producers-supcrmarkcts, chain book-
~tores, chain newsagents etc.
k. THE CONSTITUZNTS OF C.PITal

The thrce constituents ufﬁgayital
in Ma xist Economics are Constant Capi-
tal, variabtle Capital and Surplus Value,
Constant capital reprosents depreciation
charges. [n 2 procduction run, the value
of & michine roc-astitutes itself to

& i RS, PR 3
form part of the proec ot wiC roduct
Tacda oo ud Cenatans canjies LEwlJES
iy Pegonseiltitas ATeGls LXECERLE, -

It con add nithing to the votuc o ith
product. It:is thet  cyolhll o fVorsbld
that the capitalist must lay out on.i
wages each production rum, :ore 1abour
will nlways be incorporated imto cead
pro ucts with cach precductisn run, ond
th. increase in value aftcr the end of
the run of theirsducts over those of
the previous run will reflect the in-
ewensed inearporation of lsbour. Sur-
plus value refers 1o the amount of cash
that the capitalist extracis on cach
production run frow his workers. The
Jifference between the price of labour
and its valus, belwoen wages and the
srice the capitalist gets for what 'is

produced, ;
L. :FH: RATL OF FROFIT AND THE RAT: OF -
EXPTIOITATION
£* _ the rate of exploitation
v {rate of curplus value).
g—qi ihe rate of profit.
LR

n ea-h-sredwtieon safl the relstive shares
zoing-to.tabour and cxprooriated form le-"
bour in the form of surplus walue give us
sn eguation for comparing rates of surplus
value.

The rate of profit represents the amount
of clear cash that the capitalist accum-
oulates on each production run in redation
to the total amount of cash sxpended.
Tncorétically, aggregate figurcs could be
derived for an economy wide fipurc.

My THE DaCLINE RATE OF PROFIT,

Capitalist firms becomc cver more ligh
1y capitalized. Hence thelir depreciation
charges become higher on each production
run.The C element in the profit equation
becomes larger, which means that in order
to maintain the rate of progit, the rate
of exploitation must go up. This can hap-
pen and does by contiuaing techulcal imp-
rovement. It also occurs by lntensifyihg
the workload of the worker, by lengthen-
in: his hours etc, Capitaliam, howewer,
is faced with the contimmal need to bolstad
er profit and there is some evidence that
these other factors ore not in fact holdin
ing in check the declining tendency due
to the rounting constant capital(se=
Mordel Marwviet Bconomic Theory).

N. PTRIODIC CRISES.

Fecsuse of the anarchic organization
of empitalist society, periodic crises of
overproduction occure. The biggest crisis
was that of the 1930s.,0f course. The
foilure to sell products has a cumulative
effewt throughout the system, and once
started a slump can be difficult to check
with the cutting back of one firm hitiing
another and so on. In a slump prices fall

@nﬂ value is liquidated, until the rate

of profit rises(because of falling'C'and
1y1Qthat it becomes profitable for some
firms to reverse the process mnd pull the
cconomy cul of slump again. Periodic
criscs had occurrcd since the earliest
days of capitalism. The bigger firms rode
them-they ruined the small znd inefficien
With the inmcreasing importancé of
depreciation charges, investment expen-
¢iture bocoues nn important part of the
state of the cconomy. Investment Has to
be very rigidly controllcd because of the
huge amounts involved. Thz state bhas to
guarantee profits in advancé end to atte=~
mpt to remove all random variables such




15 workers'! resistance by preductivity a
\greements, imcomss policies ete. Since
he lost world war the worst cffects of
he trade cycle have been ehielded by
arke spchla security payments and aras
xpenditure by the Governmeiit independ-
.t of the state of trade. The crisds

»f eapitalism has expressed itself
cheough continucis Inflstion. It is this

inflation that has csneed ihe contimaing
instability of the world money market. The
erisis contimues albeit in changed form
from that of the *0s. The basic situation
remains of a mode of production that is
historically ready for the grave a 'd needs
but one hard push from the organiz._d wor-
king class.

A loss of awareness of the logic of ¥Capital" con lead to some very undialectical
sonsequences. The theordes pf state copitalism bear witness to thés development,
omrades should study Kidron's review of Mandel's Sconomy Fheory in I.S, no:36
and Mandel's reply in the "Inconsistencies Of State Capitalism" to gain on
mmderstanding of the superficiabity of th: idea of a state capitalist soclety.
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~ Introduction to the Critique of Political Economy.

~ Wage, Labour and Capital
~ Wwages,Price and Profit
~ Capital volume One

Introduction to Marxist Ecnnu%igs '
~ Mandel's Introduction to st Economief§Theory.

= Althusser on How to Read the Capital

October issue)

- Trotsky: Iiving Thought of Karl Marx,

(Marxism Today Volume 13no:10
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EXPOSE--WILSLN
as a
WLR CRINIMAL

A mags action to protest again;t 1
the Govermment's policy cn Vietnam
and apainst Wilson's servile trip
to Washington, is beinp planned

by the Vietnam Solidarity Committee

This will taks place on the eve

of his trip.

For further infermation contact:
B
Room 1, 13 Whites Row, London E.1
Tel: ({1) 247 96k5

llil-.'llﬂill.t..'..l'

For further information etz

ahout the "Marxist Youth Journal®

write to 75,

York Way

Lormdon N.Y.

I‘.I“If"ﬁl..".l.'

sassnaidea@gdnaR R AR ReaS

For ‘woks, pamrhlets, n=wsparers,
ete,, on the revolutionsry vouth
movement +throughout the world,
‘pet in touch with:
Flone=r Book Service,
g, Toynbee 5t.,
London E.L,
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