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;The Amer
i
ca

n Road to So cialism
A S, etial Settion Devoted to Distussion of t/,e Past and·
ferspett

i

ves of t/,e Communist Party, U.S.A. and t/,e 
' 

Amerit a n Leh • 
• • Edited h

y Disc�ssion Committee, Communst Party 
et:.W ffilt!& il Mlf U i i:Htiil ■ II �,ct JPSiffi iiiP!£1  

Silys · Nat'I Comm
i

ttee Tailing �n Discu ssion
Statement of the Committee

So me weeks ago, t his Committee a
n­

nounc ed the opening of a 7mblic d iscussion
o n  the r eport of Comrades Eugene Denni.Y, Claude Li ghtfo ot a nd � .fax \Veiss to the
Natio nal Com"1ittee of the CPUSA a,ul
urged the fulle st participation of all Party 
members and organizations. 

\-Ve pr
int in this issue t Tte firs t 

arti
cl

es
t hat have been rc ceir:rd.

The d iscussion now being foil iatrd is,of c ourse, not entirely 11ew. For some time
n ow, there has b een inte nse debate in the
ranks of the Party on all phases of our work. A profo!md process of re-examin a­tion is go in� on. There arc differences of 
op ini on w ithin our ranks on a whole host of quest ions. There is uot/,ing alarming

abo ut this.  For only· an op en, frank and 
v igorous discuss ion in whi ch every me m­

ber hone stly and frank l y  states h is or h er 

position, ca n  g
uara

ntee that we u:i/1 
emer

g
e with a str onger party and one more 

capable of truly serving and adva ncing the 
welfare of t he American people and tl,e caus e of 

Socialis m. 
\ Ve trus t  that this disc ussion wi ll  mark

a new stage; in t hat it will help further 
dee pen o ur u nderstandi ng of t h e  pa st, bot l,
in its posi tir;e and ne gative featur e s, a.<t 
w ell as increasingly bring forth m uch m or e
t hinki

ng with regard to future p e r sJJectives. 
We, urge upon every one fu l/est ,,artic-

i
pation in 

t
his discussion. 

D IS CU SSI ON CO l�f JflTT EE COMMUNIST PARTY 

or C'overt tendencies lo st.rnJ­
p,1 tism. 

\\'e can only welcome all ef­
forts to re vie w  t he e�tin1 ates of 
o ur Party, the program of our 
Party. o u r  t ac t ics an d  li n<.\ our 
pri uciplcs of organization ancl 
st� le of work-as long a'i it i, 
ar1in1at cd by the par a mou11t rn11-
ccrn of h ow we can best def l'n,l 
th<� in terests of the Amnil'an 
worling class and popuhr masc;­
e-: ,  h

o
w to adva nc e  .o u r  national 

w1·1l-hr i ng and the cause of Sn­
<.·ialisrn

. 
Su

ch discussi on, to btJ 
mo -;t useful

, w ill  seek not only 
a11 ultimate r egr oup in� of all 
S11cialist-m inded American,;, b11t 
rrlllsl sra rc

h o ut the 
w.iys hy 

w!1i<:l1 our Pa r ty c an, bcgi 1111ing 
110w. effect suc h· c hanges in it!i 
program and methods as will 
s pe

<> d · the d
ay o

f 

t
he S

oc
i
a

li
s

t 

rl'�rou pi ng and will make of our 
P.trty the mo st usef ul con trilm­
to r  i11 th is o\'erall develo pmr11t. 

-S�fASHING ENTIRE PAST 

Thert> is another danger-(in tl1is writer's opinion, a subonli­nate 011e)-which should not he 
ig no re<l

-
t

h

P- on e  wh ic
h 

sm as
l
w5 

c vt'rything in the p.ist and 1eave5 
people with 15, .� 20 and mc,:-e 
ye.trs of dedicated a nd seHle.'-5 
dno tio n  to the cause of Social­ism and o u r  cou n try's future, 
with nothing but a feeling of 
rnrnkruptcy. This simply furthn 
disper.ses the Left. Conceived in 

m·gati ve ism on e  can not expt> c:t 
th a t  a new united America n  S

o­
cialist· movem e nt with a con:.-c.:t 
and ef fective program will spri11g 
fnll-b lcmn from the brow of Jupiter. \Vild-swinging tenden- , 
cit>S l';m only 

r
epe l 

many w
ho 

want passionat ely to ma ke fund­
amental departures from sectari­
: rnism a nd dogmatism bu t who , 

before totally surrend
ering all 

pa ,;t \'i
l"ws, wan

t to unders
t
an

d 

, b etter th e new view s advanced. 
• • • 

No self-critical re-examinat ion 
can have mu ch meaning if it does 

not tak e  as it s poin t  o
f d

eparturtt and as its fram e of refere n
ce the, interests and needs of our coun­

trv. Ce r
t ainly moJt of us are 

pr ett y m uch agreed tha t dne of 

the m ost fundamen tal and costly 
of our er rors of the past was our divorcem en t  from the m as s  mo v e­
ment. \Vill it be more than 

ph ra semongering if we are deep­
ly cri t ic al of our past errors along. 
the .. ,e lines and yet continue it in 
f ,w t h

y 
a t

yp e  
of discus

s ion 
t

hat 

move s in ward rather th an o ut• ward? ShaU we excoria te sectari­
anis

m in the pas t onl y to give it 

sanction in tl1e present? 
· (A

ls o, s ome
t
h

ing is 
am

iss 
w i

th 

a dis cussion in our Pa rty w h ich 
simultaneously ignores a new book l ike Gil Green's The Ene m1 
Forgotten,-• valuab

le· con tribu­
tio

n t
o t

h
e 

discussio
n in 

ou
r Pa rty 

a n cl in the co unby at lar ge, even 
though written months before the 
20th C PSU Congress and our la

�t N
;i

tioQal Comm itte<' meet
ing. Qo1

y 
Illin

o
is 

a�d. 
Ca U fo

�
{a ha v,e 

(Continu ed on Pap 9) 
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T h r e a t t o C o n s t i t
u

t i o n � o me s  F r o m Rig h tBy W � I . S C II N E I D E R � I A� 
Jn t he c li sc 11 s s i o n  n o w  � o i 11 � 

o n i n t he P a rt y o n t he � ..t l i o n a l 
( : o m mi tt c e  re p o r t s , \\ e i n t h e 
P a r l v l <' ad c r sli i p , s l a t e  o r � a-. 
t i o n ; � l , h a v e a s pe c.:i a l n · s p o n si­
h i li t y l o t he n w m b e rs h i p l o a 11 a­
h "L.e o u r  e r r or s a n d t · x p l a in t h

e 

1 � · a � o 11 s
fo r  

th e m . T l iis a r t i d«> 
i s o n l y t h e La m , t u t. · � i 11 11i 11 g o f 

j s 11 l' h : 111 a n al � s is l o h c : l r o pe n 
t l 1 c  d i s c us s i on i n C a li f o rn i a . 

\\ · h e n w e  as k ot t r< it • l n ' s . \ \ h y i s 
i i t l 1 a t t he . m a in l'h a r. w tn i� t i c c
,
f 

t he P a r t y p

o

l i

c:

i c · s 

l

o r t he 
\ <' .t r s  ' 11 11 der n · , · i t ' \\ \ \ , l S t l1 a t o f 
� 1 · c t. 1 r i. 1 n i s m , 1 1 l 1 i n l.. t h. i t  n 11 e 
11 1" t h e  m ; _ 1 j o r r ea s o ns i , t l 1 a l  , , e 
J)

. 1 , 1 ' 11 e , · 1 · r fu ll y 1 l11 )1 1 g l 1 t 11 1 11 t li e
� ,w c- i a l \\ .t)' t o  a p p l �• u t ir l li t" or y 
. 111d l i n e t o pc l' u li , n i l y . 't rn c ri c : m 
<: 1 1 1l( l i t io n s. 

O ur P a r ty h . s m . u lt- ;1 m l t · o r ­
H ' dt' d 

t \\ · o b ig 
t l w or d i c- a l d n i a ­

t i , 1 n s i n i t s h i s t o n · ; J. m e st o m-' s 
1 !1 e o r v  o f " A n w r i c a n e :..., · 1 · p t i o 11 -
11 lis 111 ; , i n t he �

o · � . a 11 d n i or e 
n • n• ut h- , B ro w d t' r 's l h. e or y o f  t l 1 e 
h c m • , · c , k n t ro l e o f m o 11 o p 11 l y 
c · . 1 p it a l. R u t t h is d i d n o t t lt' g a t e 
t l1 c tl t' C C'

s
s i l y t o le a rn h o w l o 

a p pl y \la r x i st p r i n <:iJ l lc s t o t !t e  
� p l' c i a l . c h a ra ct c r i s l it · 'i o f t l 1 e 
rn o ,; t p o \ \ C r f 11 l c ap i ta li , t <' Ol:1 1 · 
t r v i 11 I h e w o r l d; t h <' fa i l ur t> t o 
ti . ; 1 l1 is h a �  i1 il e m, i fi 1 · d 0 1 1 r l r a­c
l i t i o u a l s e d a r i ; t11 i , 111 fr o m " · h i(' h 

, ,  t' li , l\' C l m 1 � s 11 H' t ·r l' d . • 111 d i 11 -
u , · a , t-" d o m is ola t i o n. : \ s a rt ' ­
s 11  It o f  t l 1 is fa i ! m t • ,  f' \ · , · n " l w 11 
\\ t' l 1 a cl a � l' U t' r , il 1 � ( · o 1 T t ' d Iii w , 
\\ e � l 1 m H ' d I h l' �r f-' ;i 1 1 · , I \\ T a k -
1 w , , t · s i 11 i t s  la cl i l' a l .i pp l i (' .tl i o n . 

n E S ll L T S O F J G � O Bl �G 
T R :\ D I T IO �S 

O m i gn nr i11 � 11 f t lw ro l e' o f. 4. 1 11 n i l' a 11  l r a J i t io 11 s .1 1 1 d i 11 ., t i l 11 -
L 11 1 1s n · s uh t · cl i 1 1  a 11 11 111l w r o f 
1 , 1; , 1 a k c • . � h o t h i 1 1 11 111 p o l i t i l' .il 
c , t i 1 11 . 1 lt · s a 1 1< l l , t d i l · ., . F o r i 11 -

!. l a n c e ,  o ur e s t i m a l � o f t h e 
P?

s ­
sihi li l y o f l a 11nc h 111 g a t h in l 
party was ba s

ed o n t h e  f e rm e r _i t
go i ng on in the D e

mocratic 

p a r t y on · r t h e fo r ei � n a ml d o -
111 c · s t il' p o l i c i e s o f t h e  T ru m a n 
.-\dm inistra ti o n. 

Th is fe rn w 11 t w as e s p e ci a ll y 
eYi de nt i n C a lifo rn i a in 1 9 4 7 
a11<l J 948, pu t the anticipa t ed 
ma s s hre akJwav di d no t ta k e 
pla � e - wh at r we· on " rlool-.e<l was 
1lrt> po\\ (' rf11l hold t hat the t r.t­
tlit i o 11al t wo- party s y�lt'lll h

a<l 
o n  th <' p e op l <' . It w as t • s pe <:i a ll y 
i 11 0 11 r s l a t e  t h a t w e  h a v e  s e t' ll111 a 11 v ma ss pol i t i c al mm·t· n1 t·11l s 

a ris e · a n d  fin d i rn l epem le nt t ·x ­
prt • � , i o 11 w i t h i n t he t\ u , - p a r l y

s , s
l<' m. b 11 t  w l1 i c h cl id 11o t m a­

t ;1 r e to t ir e po i 11 t of a ma ss  
} ,r c ;1 k a "  a , · an d fo rma t i o n of a 
J lt 'W p ar t; - ·, Ha d we uo t i g-
1 w r nl t it  is t ·xpe rie nC' e, w e mi g h t  
u o t h a \  t'. mad e the w ro ng t· s ti­

rn a t e o Pt l w ,;i tu at i
on e xis t in � he­f ore t lit H HS  �le c lin n s, w h i ch 

· o h\'i 11 1 , s l y cl i d n o t po i n t as y t't
t o  a mas s t li i r<l pa rt� · 1n o n•m t · 11t . 

Li kt >\ \ i � e. o ur  N. 1tior 1al Co m -
11J

i
ll e e  t· <11 1

ld n
o

t h a n· m :-u! e the 
t- , ti 111.it e it did of tl1e f as <:i st cl. 111�t·r 

i
11 1 9 ,'5 I a11 J s in c e. i

f 
it 

l, a d  ta kt> n i nto a c l"<H111

l 

t ilt' � tr o 11g 
dt · moe r a li c l r a di ti o u

s a
11 d iu st i­fu t i om .  ( \�· it h all tl lt' i r l i mita ­tio t l'l. o f  'o u r 

t·o1 11il
r v 

a 11d it s  
pc · opl t '. \ \' l

1
il
e ii is 

tru e 
lh

a l  
ll
1 e o n ' r ­

t •� t ir na li o1 1 o f  l li e spt>ed of fa s <:i ­z a 
t i

o 11 \ \ a s 
li

11
l

e
d \\'

i t 
h 

t
h
e b e ­

l i d t lr at w a r w a s i rn n i.i 11 t-11 l . i t 
a l s o r <'A P dt' d  a n 1 111 d n- t>!i tim a ­
l i o 11  of t h e  � t ro11 � d t · m oe rat ic 
ro o t s  o f  ll tt' Am< 'r i(';11 1  p e opl e ,
, md t lt e c l iff k u ltit>s t he ru li t 1 �

­
d a s s " 011 l d  lr a \' e to S( : ra p  h o ur ­

g 1 · o i ,; d t' II W <. -r a e y i n a c o 1 11 1 try 
li l..

t-" o t tr�. : \ s  a r es1 1lt , the :'\ a ­
l i rn t . d C o n 11 n i tt c e a d t-" d a s i f f a s ­
( 'i s 111 \\" t-'re al r t', uly h t> re or j 11 s t 
a r111 1 11 d t h e • l ' O rll t ' r a 11 d t h i s 111 i ,; -

SC HN EI D ER MAN· 

t a l.. e h a d  ex tr em el y  ha rm ful l ' O n ­Sl' <J t1 <: n c cs 
fo r 

t h e  p
a rt y. 

Or t ake th e  q u es tio n of t h e . \ m e r k a n ro ad t o S od ali sm . O ur p a r ty sh o w ed in i ti a ti v e  a n <l 
m a d e 

s o me p os i t i v e c o n t r i bu ti o n s  o v e rth e yt' a r s  i n r efu ti n p;  t h e  '" fo r ­
t'ig 1 1-.1 g e

11l " s l a 11cl e r  a n <l  t h e fa l s e 
dw r � e t h a t  w e  a d v o c a te fo r rc a n d v i 11 l e1 1 c e . Ou r pa r ty , · n 11 s l i­
l 1 1 l i o n m akes dr a r  t ha t  we h c ­
l i t>\ ' f' t ha t S o ci ali s m  w ill  c o m e t o 
t l 1e ll 11 il e d  St a tes h y the fr e e 
c · l 1 o i c e 

o f  t h e m
aj
o r i t y o f t h e:\111e r i l'an p e1 lp l e , a 11d no o t h e r 

\\" a v . Hu t t' Vt· n h e r t' , w e d i , 1 11 11 t - f ul l y d e vel o p  wh y w e  l' 1 1 11l tl 
a d

o
p t t

hi

s 
po s i t i o n . 

ROL E OF U . S .  
C O

!\
S T

I T
U T

I O N 
\ V e  C 'o11 lcl h a ve p o i n tP. d 1

1 1 l l 1 e ro l e o f t l 1 e U .  S. Co ns tit uti o n i n o ur t · 1H m t r v ;  h i s t ori c- a ll" t h e 
1 l m • :1 t l o i t

.
h as co m e f r om t h e  H i � ht , a n d  i t w a s  th e 

p
r ngr t> s s i ,· e lor l'c S o f s o d t' t y i n t' .t l' h  p<' r i <1 cl whi ch d ef t ·1 1 <l e d  i t s dc •mo c r . 1 t ic 

d 1 ara dc r. T he r e a r e , o f <· n , ir sf' , 

m a 11 y o t h e r  fa ct o r s i n v o lv e d , b u t on t h e o per at i on o f e co n om i c we c o uld ha ,·e ma d e  o ur  po �i- la ws. 
t ion more 11ndersta11dabll.' in On this as on other questions 
l t> r m s  o

f 

A m t>ri c a n  h i st o n- . H a d u n d e r  d i s cu s s i o n , w e  h a \' e ex -
w e m a d e t h i s  cl e a r e r, · t h e n i t h i b i te d t h e s c1m e c o m m o n  w e c1 k -w ou l d h a v e  bee n  e a si e r  l o e x - n e s s  in t h e a p pl ica ti o n  o f M a rx -
p l a i n t o the A m e ri c a n pe o p l e i s t t h e o ry t o the A me ric c111 s c e ne , 
w h y  w e belie

ve t h e  A m e ric a n a n d a s a -co n
sequ e nce, w e  h .i v e ro ad t o Socia l ic , m  will no t follow also c ommitt ed s e<>taria n err ors 

t he R u ssian p a t h. but ca n be a in faili ng to gear our t actics · to co n s ti t utiona l roa<l. the lev el of u nder s tand i n g of the 
A n ot her ex a m ple o f  our failu re A meric an w orker s . Th is is es-

t o ta k e  into a ,·,·o,111t !ipeci fic pecia1ly evid ent w hen w e  c·,1me 
A m e r it- a n 

condi
t i o

11s i, our· 
r

e- l
o r ev i e w  o u r m i s t a

k
e s o n t h e 

p e at t-' <l p r e tl ict i o n s o f a n e c; m -
N e gr o q n C'

s
t io n _ a n d  i n t h e tr ad e 

o rn i c c r i s i s  t h at fa i l e d t o c o me u n i o n  fie l d. a h o 11t . Tl 1 e s e 1m· d i d i(l ns \\t�re IN N ER- P ARTY D EM OC R A CY h as ed on 
t h e a s s11 m pt i. 1 11  tha t 

t he e con o m i c cn·le w o ul d de - B ut w h ate v er the rt>a so n fo rv e lop in it s f a'mi li a r t!a s si ·.· a l t he m, o u r  m
i s t a k

e s wo
u l

d 
h a \' e 

fo r m , a s t h o u gh no tl1 i11 g ha d b e e n u nc o ve red and l ' Orr e d e d d,an g ed s
inc e M a rx '.; pr ofoun d 

soo n er if w e h a d  ge n ui n e  
P a rt y 

a n alys
i
s o f t he w o rk i n g �  o f th e d e mo crac y op er a tin g at al J l e n ' l s c api t a list s y stem . o r  t' \' rn � i nc: e o f t he pa rt y, a nd i f  we ha

d fo l -L e n i n ha d fu r t h e r ; 1 n ah :ze d its lo w e d  th e  pr a c ti c e 
o f t est i n � o ur 

m o d er n  i m pe ri ali st s t age ·. p oli cies i n ac ti on, r e v iew in g t h e m 
\\ · e h a ve ma d e  110 r t' al a na l y sis p er iod ic a ll y, a nd t · han gi n g t h e m 

of wh a t  ne w f aC 'l o rs. b o !lt " it h in i f e x p eri e nc e de m a n d f' cl  it . T he r e 
t h e A m eri c an ee o n om v  ,111 d i n i t s  w e re l i m es w h e n  s ec u ri t y r ea s o n s
r el a ti o n s  w i th t he r�st o f  t he m a d e t h e  p ra l'l i ce o f t. · o ll ec t i, c 
w or l d , h a v e  de l a y e d · t h e a n - l e ad e rs h i p a n d P a rt y d em oe:r a ,· y 
t i c

i
pa t e <l po s t - w ar c ris is of 0\' e r - ex tre m ely d iffic ul t; b u t a t n o 

p r o
d u , ·

t i
o n. T

!
1 e f ac t i, th at 

ti m e 
c a

n 
w e s a y 

t h a t i t  w
a s i m - · 

A m eri cc1n pro d u c tion , wi

l
h a ll  i ts p os s i bl e t o ach i e ,· e thi s o hje d i \'t ', en o

r
m o

u
s , · a p

a
<'il r ,  h a

s n o
t 

y e
t e\' en w

h e
n t h

e P
ar ty 

w a
s u n d e r

o u ts tr i p p ed i ts rna r 'k e t, a u d  \ \ e se v e res t . tll a ck .  h a vt! 
e x p

l a
int ·

d t he e c o no m i c Ou r s t at e  a n
d 

n at i o na l l e ad n-rn e a su re s w hi eh m ad e  thi s p os- shi p i s j 11s t i6e<l l y u11tl cr the � e v-s ih le as 
t e

mp o ra r y p
r
op s wh ic

h e r es t c r i t ici s m fo r it s r e s po n-c o ul d not l ast ; b u t  th e se mt' a s • sib il it y  in this i. itua ti o n. \ Ve m es a re ' i 11c r e asi 11
g l y be i ng n e ed a n O \' e r ha u l i n g o f l 11 11 g -

a d op t e d f o r  p ro lo n g ed p t>r; o d � , s ta n d in g  p rn l.' ti ces in 0 11 r 11 lf' l h-a r1 d 
m

a v b e co m e  m o re or l
e s

s oc l
s o

f 
w o rk , a n

d 
t o r e - o

p
e n  tl i e per m a n ;, n t f e a t u re s  by \\ h ich c h an n e ls of P a rt y d is c11 s ); i o n, ' A m e r

i
c a n m o n o po ly c a p i

t
.-11 �t't-- k s 

c ri t
i cis m a n d s t> lf - cr i tic is m , a s a

1 

l o  ma int ain its el f. at h om e . a nd n o rma l function o r  t he p arty , el m] 1 in e om p etili o n w it h i ts i m p
e r i

al - n o t 
an 

e
x
t ra o r

d i

n a r y S ()f' ci a l i st r i va l s  as wdl a s  wi t h tlw s o- even t wh i c.- h com e s aro11 11d w h e nc :ia li �t w orl
cl . th

e r e 
i
s a c · r

i
s i s . 

Jn t
h
e l o ng T lw ro 1 1 tr a d i c:! io m of c· :1 p il .¼l - • r un , we w i ll h a Y e  m or e u n i ly hi 

s
o C"

i
C' t v r

c
m, 1

i11 a
11 d  

t'
n 'n 

m
11 l - a n d m o re u

u
d
e r

s
t a n

d

i n g . a n d a s 
tipl y, b u

·
t \\" e  m u s t t- x a mi 11 e i n a resul t a mor e  e ff ,•di,· e p a rt y w h

a
t 

w a , · 
t h

t ' s e  11 e
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