
Pap I 
•Y1 -

· 

Ell I. 19M •• 

Readers 
" � peci� I Sect lon Devoted to Discus�lon of. tile Pait- and PerspeetlvN of. the Communist 
Pcirty and . th• Amer

lc�n Left. ldlted ·1,y Dlauulon Committee, C ommunist Party ,

lf

uch Crit
i

cism 
Is 

· 

Wro
ngly 

Directed 

l 

EW :BEDF ORD, Mass. · 
Dear Editor: 

In clo sed herewith you will 
$5 to go 

toward the latest fund 
ddve. An

d be lo w  is comm ent• 
on cur.rent and n ot current 
events. 

I 
be

li

eve crit

icis
m wh

ich is 
n ot 

se lf-e xpla nato ry  and w hich goes 
to too gre at length can be 'm

ore 
destruct ive than c onstru ctive. 
Cri tici sm to be cons tru ctive sl10uld ca r ry ar gu mentati

o n on 
both sides, and offe r s u ggestions ho w  best to make improvements 
to ward a fu]]er de v elopm ent of 
socialism. 

It see ms to me th
a
t if the 

C

o
mm

u n
ists

, socia
lis

t
s, e

t
c., can 

get together and form a coali tion 
in Fr

ance ar,d Italy a nd othe
r · countries, why n ot in the,U. S.? 

. Like J. B. ays i n
th
e Aug. 5 · 

Le Jters from Readers why bla me 
our e lv e s  so much for• o ur pres-

. · .  • ent ta te? Lik
e 

him, I believe 
that the Smith- Act and. repres­
sion. are t he ma in  cau se. I be-

. lieve som e of the energy bein g used to ard se)f--cri ti c
ism 

and 

cr iticimi gener a,lly sh
ou l

d be 

used to ward fightin g  to abolish 
the re pre ss ion in the co untry. 
Smi t h, McCarra n  an d other suc h 
acts. 

JOHN Q. P UBLIC. 

SoQ1e -Important Are�s •� · Agreement 
Statement of di ·c•111iHl8 

Some weeb ago, this co mmit- ranb of the Party on all pbas-
t ee announced the opening of a • of our �oit. A p rofound proc• 
pub lic discussion on the report e11 of re - examination ii going 
of Comr ad es  Eugene Dennl

l, on. There ire diffe rence, of opin-
and Claude Lightf oot and Mu Jon •within our ranb on a whole 

Weiss to the National Commitqe ,.· host of questions. 11lere is noth­
o{ the CPUSA and urged the inin l alarming about this. For 
fu lle s t  partici patio n  of all Par- only an open, hank and v igor-
ty �!Doers and organiza t iODJ. out di.lcupion in which every 
... In � issue we c ontinue to mem ber hones tl y and &an)dy print art icles that ha ve been re- itat es hJ, or her position, can cei

ve
d : su arant ee that we will e merge 

. The discussio n  n ow being in- i th  a itronger party and o n ein
itiat ed is, of'�urse, Rot entirely 

· ne w. For some �e now, th�re m� 1-. capable of truly ie� g 

has been intensb debate in the a nd a dvancing the w
elfare of 

o
f debate an d  reflec ti

on. Today's 
diff erence may be tomorrow"s 

agreement .. W ith t
h

e publication 
of the draft re solution one can 
see n ot only !f th er e are an y fvn• 
damental differen ces, but what 
they are and what they'r e relat­ed to. In th e m eantime, one can 
examine and re-e'{ am ine his own 
and many o ther poin

ts of view. 
As for my own per onal ap-

froac h on the Stalin revelations, wro te an articl e  ea rly in the 
discussion which ap peared in the 
Daily Worker. · 

* 

the American people and the 
caus e of Socialism. 

We trust that thii discU1Si o o
will mark a' new 1tage; in that 

it will help further deepen our 
undemandin g of the past, both 
in it, positive and ne gative- lea• 
ture, · u well as increuing Jy 
bring forth much more think­
i n

g with r egard to future per• 
· sp ectiv e1. 

We urge upon everyone full­
est parti c ip ation in 

th
is 

disc� 
1ion. 

D ISCUSSION C OM.MI TTEE I 
COMMUN IS T  P ARTY 

sary in our party on the latter 
two f•ct�s as the principal ones 
are head�g the party for -even 
moM serious trouble than now. 

If we base ourse
l
ves pri

m arily 
on the S talin revel�tion s, then 
we are � an indepe ,i d ent p.,-ty 

at all but are making the de- . ve lopme ots in the Sov�t U nion 
decisive a, to what we do ha 
America, _oply more so tha n  ever .  . This )i fallacio u s  an ywa y, 
since we were aware of our iso­lation, and wer e attempting to 
e-apple with it, befor e  I the 20th �gr•. The 20th Co ngres 1helpt us to foc us our attention 
on the specific character u tics of our o wn country as never be

fore . 

IF WE based ourselv es on the 
false concept that our pas t  ii a 

huge blunder, then � e f
or1et altog

e
ther the 

objectiv, condt-· 
lions of our country, the pe'Jt 
achievements o

f our party and 
we wander into a timele s, space-

su
b jec tiv i ty. 

Wha tever we decide for o u
r 

1 
• 

, 
DIUlt be with

in the frame. 
of the present hist

orical 

period ..-1 a gainst A m
e rican Jm­

periallsm lor the purpoee o f 
achierids toeiaJism in the _quick• 

(Continued ·on Pa1e 10) 
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L
11

· from
R

eailen 

(Contioaed &om P
all 7) 

commen t  any f urt.J1e r ,  since I 

cannot always unJe rstand 
� 

spec ialized ter.mology you 
use. 

That is why Lilian Gates' article 
was imp re s sive, r ef re shing .and 
co mprehensi ble . - . 

Neithe r  c an  I swa llow the 
e v asive tre

a t me n t#£ the subject 
of anti-Semitism •( and I kn ow 

these fe e l in g., . are shared by 
others). The furtive *re h

abilita­
tion .. of victims ai though the 
whole ma tter never exist ed does 
not res meble the honest self• 
critic

is m you describe. 
I do ubt that the Jews of the 

worlq wish to disap p ear as a 
people. One of the r easons the 
S oviet Un ion held the 

res
pect of 

Jews of· va rious poli tic.11 pe lie& 

j�I I 

was the fe elin
g that here, a t  last, 

the Je ws coul d  dec�d
e 

their own 
destiny, _ wi

t
ho ut the pressures 

a gainst them existing elsew here. 
He re it wu not · necessary . t o

chan ge one's nam e  to surviv.e, 
and qne co uld e n courage their 
ch ildren to be pro u<l of their lan­
guage and culture, without feel­
ing 

of shame .and infe
ri

o
rity. 

s Netdecl, But

Keep Shop Branches 
THIS LETTER express­

es some o f the opi nions of 

the Communist steelwo rk­
en in the Ga ry ar ea co n­
cerning. the De9IDS report and the general discuss ion now 

taking place in the party ,  exem­
p

lified in the dis cus sion section 
o f The Worker and in P.A. 

Firstly,' while we feel that the 
discussion of th� 2

0
th Party Con­

gress of the Soviet Union has 
world-wide importan ce and that 
the view s expressed by the So­
v

i
et comra

d
es b ear e x

tensive dis­
cussio* in our o w n party, we are 
more bonce me d with the direc­
tion the America n party has 
gon e in the past seve ral y ear s
a nd the character and direction 
of the futur e. 

By this we mean that discus­sion of a "line" on foreign pol­
icy, transition to socialis m, na­
tional electoral policy, etc., is 
subordina te at. this moment to 
the paramount question of a uni­
fied, but thoroughly democr atic pa rty, free of bureaucra c

y, and 
based on the working .cla ss. In­
deed, jud ging f rom som e of the 

discussion we have read, even 
whet

he r we a re to have a C om • 
uni.st Party. 

Talcing the questi on of the 
party's e�ence fin� we state 
unequivocally, that the Commu• 

Dist Party, L e., a � party m ust condnue to edit iii the 
United State,. Many· chanp1 are neceuarr in ill orpoiutfmal 
set-up, i

tl constitution and its 
outlook, but there can be no 1111,. 
stitu te for a Manut-Leniailt 
t
y

p
e 

party in the stru ggle for ,o. 
cialism .  

What changes must be made 
in the party and wha t  weakness• 
e.s over

come ? Here we believe 
two things are important.- The 
firs

t is organizat ion a nd the sec­
ond, outlook. The two �• of 
cours e  interreJated �ut we can
discuss them ieparately her e. . * 

FIRST on organization. Using 
, i th e phrase ·" 'de mocratic cerntral­

ism" or more correctly, mis\lsing 
it, our pa rty ha s  �dually de­
vel oped the ce ntra lis m and ne• 
glected the democrati c to the point that it has withered and almost di ed. De mocrati c c entral-• -ism. derives ·its merit from its' 
ability to draw on the e xperience of the whole party. Th e  com­

rades in the basic organizatio ns. 
the branches, dis cuss po licy  and 
expres s opini ons to the leader­

ship. They elect leadership and can di sag ree with lea ders. But for 
the past many years there has 
been the abse nce of conven tions, 
of democratic election of lea ding­
people, of the ability of the m

e
m• 

hers fo disagr ee and most impor-' 
tant of all� an absence o f lead­
ers consulting with the comrades 
in the branches a nd learnin a 

from these comrades who are 
in da

il
y 

con tact wi th  the peo­
ple. It is this fact that in the main account. for our mistakes
in judgm ent in the past. From 
where we sit, we see a cleavage. in thinking between the full• 
time leadershi p and the rank and file which is s o great 

a 
to &iv•· 

w in effect two parties. 
We leel that the first big 

change in the party must be to 
take steps such as constitutional 
g.1aran tees of free discussio� 
elimina tion of co- option, dem<>­
cratic electiom, etc.; the cutting 
down of full time administrat ive
perso el, the integration of shop . 
a

n
d commu nity comrades in lead-

,I 

ing po
licy-m aking bod

ies 

and
. th e 

assi g nment of full-time lea4
en to 

wor k directly with •� �ed , sec­
tions ov er an ext ended period so 
that the comrades can le

arn &om 
each other. The policy for our work • steel, for exampl e, must come _ 
primarily fro m the comndes 

who 
an steelw « lr.en and not ha nded 
d own by so me Jul- time function­
ary who happens to have beea 
uaigned t o  work in that area. * 

SECONDL Y as to the party 
outlook. We feel that the most 
glaring weakness ove r 

die past 
years is the £aiJure of the puty to turn its face to the working­
class. We have made sewral 
·good resolutions ,  such u Com­
rade Winsto n' s report in 1947 

(Centinued on Pap 11) 

The shatt ering of this be lief 

gav e  further im petus 
to the mi­

gr ation to Israel. If you f
eel that 

the Z i onist mov em.mt is "bour­g
eois" ins pired you ar

e m ista ken 
again. Israel · �en ts  the 
desperate desire of Jews of. all 
clas ses  to survive a.a a peopJe, 
w i

th dignity and self-r espect. It 
is 

also 
th e  last re.Jo rt  of Jews 

who are disillusi oned with social­ism, as th ey  have seen: it. 

---- --- -- ---- ----- -

-Since you hav e contribu t ed to 
this 

situation by . your own ad­
mitted shortcomin gs,. it is your 

respo nsib ility to tal=e the initia­
tive h

ere 
to show the lea ders o f 

the So vi et U 
Dion that we are far 

from satis fied  by the ir  trea tmen t of tlmuaced
y. · Many America n 

Je
ws, � e my ­

self, are trying hon::stl y to keep 
some faith in socialism, For us, your prote5 tati ons of sincerity . 
are not enough, we woul d like · 
to see some h ori es t  a

c
t ion. 

A RE ADER.· 

SOME A RW . OF. AGREEMENT. 
(c-t indN &om Pap 8) 

ffl ..... a d 
- • peaceful, 

deaiocntic m Ni. • The con­
cept daat our party•• put ii just 
a blab of mistehs. mabs,of our 
putJ" le ■ d en _. 

r em• alib 
• baacla of .... It wadea

uduN 

CM ,,..__ tut OIII' 
party can 

IOlve b pi eWew. Tim ii falle 
anc1•-- Ii me-· 

I 
1trongly disa gr ee witJa the 

repart of Nannaa Sehrm to the N. Y. S t ate Committee heca
us

e 

amoq odlm- tbmp, it tend, to 
}':ipe out .. · put aclueYemmts 
of the- partr. It oaatribu tes to dae falle ..... tha t the Jut years o

f par 
party � ha" 

beeia willed. I cao tand the .... of tba report er fer a 

hard-hittin g  seH - critical ap­
proach. Bat J•udable motives do 
not always p;odm,e 

Je,ttWe 

· resukl. 0. may 
allow 

too for 
the fact that our IUlY , =:t 
on the .UIPI" levell, ii 

· 
wi da  

, 
.. •,Cl'lt Htm, but the 

� •llilla polel-q ue • .._.._. of .U

� 

· W..M wn Ii to m• at)m not to d11 bff • .A a
nfDIIII ai 

ectllaat wa, aboal=­

ther belonatollllt .... 

�,-.l � .,,.
.,,,,. .. . 

perty
tDAlllilitela 

from its incept ion are· too num- cialist and d mocratic camps-
erous to list here. we would have been more in the * soup than now .. Since - '45, � 

THE Schraok r
epo

rt also chief daQge r of a world at omi c 

stimulates tende ncies t<> ward war has been from the fire-
liq uid

ation and � the door to brands of the Amer ican mono po-
a

ll sortl of right f? el)Ortunist lists. . 
dangers. It is -inevita

ble. in the One of l the mos t  posi tive lea-
present state of our pa rty, th at sons we should lea rn from the 

other gen besJdes leCtarian Browder period is that we should 
ones a r, som e  honest and n

ot 
go ove rboar d 

in eorteetiog 
101De n sectarianism as we did in cor-

A l y. docwnent is being recting right opportunian. Far 
wide ly . lale d in our party larpr sections oE the America n 

callina oi>a y for a return to people m e ready to straule for· 
B�. In ,my � inion, we peace and· democratic .avance. should nlum to nothinl, mce a mt then ev er  Jn tla& m tiea's 
there is n o  previous peaod like histo ry� Even the rub of ,o­
tllil one. Naturally. Mt should cialiat-miDded ritiuN have •· 
oemd any pat ...._ wilh creuecl. We h aw to e lfmlna te  

re,pect to po.l_jcy or indMduu. baldly all sel f-ilnpo.ed ta ctic,  
We DlUlt go forward •  Jn thu e n- nlcfa � elbanp oar � DfW and different period- party fnmi .... DII ... .  · Lb­
different Ena all pmous we we� others wlll clo  daeh­

periodt ID tbe 108 years since there m mums the acltu,bwnti 
the fduodin l of l.farmm. WHI

U'y for lM. btoadeit • -
1

._. 

Our � wu NCtar1-D dur- of tbe people. 
· 

-

i 

.. Browder', lee denh (p  and it • 
1'11 oaly att. Im aoU-Mumt · MANI COllll'ade, hedate an 
� WII ..,.Died that we the ndal ••• daat .-, 
_. oamelw, 'of --ill Ible .  be ... .• wt ........ 
...,.., � "L. oar DOlkw. 'beaa •  � 'l.r·t11at llowder-

w · .._ � ..__ ••..-CllMlilllll��
�!'l,Q,, .. �--...... .. � . 

gle fo.r Negro rights during 
Wor ld War II. Th en, we -re­
jected the double-V campaign of 
the Pi ttsburgh Courier-for vic­
tory over Hitler a broad and vie-

. to ry ove.- j imcro w  at aome. That 
was one of th e  gems of Brow­

der's leadership. I h ope we. s hall h ave done for all time with zig­
ging and zagging in the mass 
,trugle for Negro rights. · 

Ript opportunism is n
o

t the ain danger in our Party t o day, 
and e v e n the appeatance of 'reefs and sh

oal
s of a right char­

acter does QOt make it so • .  Ye t, 
within the &amework of o ur 
historic sectarianian, our Party 
has ma de many massive rig

h
t 

npportunist mi stakes-s uch wu Browde rism
, 

Loves t oneism, both 
Q n unscientific theories of Amer­qn e xceptiona lism . .; American 
capitalism has many uniq ue, fea­tures, which we, because o f our 
·1e etarianism, have too lo ng n es­lected. But it is 1till monopo ly 

capital ism, aubject to certain basic Jaws common to all capi-
talisms. ' 

The Left�� 
grows out a an enciudal method and orimtation o f the 

P arty  which, ua tfm hillorbl 
period, ca n tnmform our Party­
into an impollent Net .  1Upt op. 
portumsm can become • lerioul 

danpr only if aur Party fa to 
. arm the membership on all types 

of mlstaba wWch can be madeIn tramforminc our �- at
e • 

truly powerful arm of the Amer· lclD 
»-

pie
• In

to an elective m­

straa.at for aocleliam. 
� .......... .. _ ffm'. .. t ............. ...... . 
...... . ..._ ... __ _ ........ ..... Ka ... .... 
............

.....
... 

... ., ........ 

:r..:.•.= � ♦ :.. ...... 1
wiiel 

.... " -

-- --

1 hip, that is, of failing to t
ell 

them of one ' dana- simply be­
cause we fear it may divert them 
from attention to another . I 
don-t believe that if our 

Party 
members hip is informed of the 
right danger, it will inhibit them 

from going aB out in their s b'ug­gle against the main left dan- " 
ger. The pr esent period 

in o u r 
P arty  is one of education as well_: u of basic self-critica l e xami na­tion. Either we take advantage 
of it in all its various a

spects . 
or the political eyes of our me m­
bers will have blinders so that 
they cen see in only one direo-: . lion and not the w hole pic tme. 

* THE P ERIO D  of "sa cred 
COWi .. in the Commwust move­
ment is over, whether applied, 
to theories, po licies or penonnel -at home or abroad . Under the 
guile of riddin g  the mo vement of old *cows," let us' no

t 
establish 

� new ones. Let us not drift 
Info an atmosphere in our Pa,ty 
that .inhibits ooe from men tion­Joy anything except left sectaden­

-. That is self-defatin &-"and • nothing in common wiih the 
far a,eater democracy wbicJa must permeate our Party . 

··O...the lelth•m ,-n oar Party w ban Mn p1 w a . 
tremend oml,. 'n..t 1Do II a ,__tm of lllil ..... _. d11 n t1• 
lllilcla ..-- .,p zulllha Al 
... .... ,..._ ......

............. i. __ .. . 
.

...

...... pa ... .. , 
.., ....... ,bat . ... ... 
11ea w11 ....r....,tM 

1 We wBI haw no luth ru ,, fa 
� ddt intlw.mllllelt of .. 

AmericaDDIODle.M•
fflr

._ aeed and t1- ' boollloll . la 
ay ,.,.,_t. th• .... : 
M•• •• - hnLI ;., 
--,� .. 
--- ··•◄ ----- �

w 
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