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Mach Oriticiam Is -
Wrongly Directed
NEW BEDFORD, Mass. -

Dear Editor:

Inclosed herewith you will
$5 to go toward the latest f\md’
drive. And below is comment

on current and not current
events.

I believe criticism which is not
self-explanatory and which goes
to too great length can be more
destructive than constructive.
Criticism to be constructive
should carry argumentation on
both sides, and offer suggestions
how best to make improvements
toward a fuller development of
socialism. ;

It seems to me that if the
Communists, socialists, etc., can
get together and form a coalition
in France and Italy and other
countries, why not in the U. S.?

Like J. B. says i nthe Aug. 5
Letters from Readers why blame
ourselves so much for our pres-
ent state? Like him, .I believe
that the Smith Act and repres-
sion are the main cause. I be-
. lieve some of the energy bein
used toward self-criticism and
criticism generally . should be
used toward- fighting to abolish
the repression in the country.
Smith, McCarran and other such

acts.

JOHN Q. PUBLIC.

My Life as a Housewife
And Mother of Two

~ Dear Editor:
Your article by Elizabeth
Lawson and letter referring to

her columns are very interesting
to me because they reflect so in-
timately the conflicts of being a
woman, wife, mother and wgen
financial problems demand it,
-a worker too.

It is a challenge to be all
these things at one time and
not have moments of resentment
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By BENJAMIN ]. DAVIS
A GREAT deal has been
said about the differances in
the national leadership of
the Communist Party. Such
differences exist on all levels
of our party. In fact, this is a
sort of period of differences, in-
cident to the review of the party's
past, present and future. As f}lﬁ
statement of the National Discus-
sion Committee declared (in the
Aug. 3, Daily Worker): wito—me
ublication of the Draft Reso-
K)tion, the discussion will enter
a new stage. Meanwhile, the
present discussion will influence
the Draft Resolution.

The party membership, I am
sure, will be mindful of the fact
that the capitalist press is trying
desperately to intervene in the
discussion and turn it to its own
ends. But this will not deter any
member from continuing the dis-
cussion.

Too little has been noted, it
seems to me, of the exceedingly
important areas of agreement in
the national leadership. First of
all, the National Committee has
issued two statements on the
20th Congress of the C.P.S.U.,,
both unanimously. They were
adopted aftér? conscientious, in-
tense and extended discussion.
These statements were sound in
my judgment and were a contri-

 bution to the thinking of our

members and the people general-
ly on the momentous questions
involved.

Although other differences
exist among leaders and mem-
bers on various aspects gf the
question touched upon in the
National Committee statements,
this shouldn’t detract from the
step forward by our party’s state-
ments on various issues posed
by the 20th Congress. Moreover,
in a principled discussion, differ-
ences are not likely to remain
static. They are changed, modi-
fied or dissipated in the course

Some Impcofrtant Areas of Agreement

The American Road to Socialism

C apeciéi Section Devoted to Discussion of tne Past and Perspectives of the Communist
Party and the American Left. Edited by Discussion Committee, Communist Party

Statement of the Commitiee

Some weeks ago, this commit-
tee announced the opening of a
public discussion on the report
of Comrades Eugene Dennis,
and Claude Lightfoot and Max

Weiss to the National Committee .

of the CPUSA and urged the
fullest i:rticipat!on of all Par-
ty members and organizations.

In this issue we continue to
print articles that have been re-
ceived.

The discussion now being in-
initiated is, of course, not entirely
new. For some time now, there
has been intense debate in the

ranks of the Party on all phas-
es of our work. A profound proc-
ess of re-examination is going
on, There are differences of opin-
fon within our ranks on a whole
host of questions. There is noth-
ining alarming about this. For
only an open, frank and vigor-
ous discussion in which every
member honestly and frankly
states his or her position, can
guarantee that we will emerge
with a stronger party and one
move capable of truly serving
and advancing the welfare of

the American people and the
cause of Socialism.

We trust that this discussion
will mark a new stage; in that
it will help further deepen our

ing of the past, both
in its positive and negative fea-
ture, as well as increasingly
bring forth much more think-
ing with regard to future per-

" spectives.

We urge upon everyone full-
est participation in this discus-
sion. :

DISCUSSION COMMITTEE
COMMUNIST PARTY
J

\

of debate and reflection. Today's
difference may be tomorrow’s
afreement. With the publication
of the draft resolution one can
see not only if there are any fun-
damental differences, but what
they are and what they're relat-
ed to. In the meantime, one can
examine and re-examine his own
and many other points of view,

As for my own personal ap-
proach on the Stalin revelations,
I wrote an article early in the
discussion which appeared in the
Daily Worker. &

IT IS my opinion that the dis-
cussion has already reached a
stage where we have to give far
more attention to our own party's
policy and role in this country,
and to our responsibilities to the
American people. That, in the
last analysis, will determine the
fate of our party. In this connec-
tion, my report on the Negro
question indicates certain differ-
ences on this front in our Na-
tional Committee and party gen-
erally, and I will not elaborate
them here.

I believe that the biggest single
overall challenge to the Ameri-

can party is the fight against left
Los Angeles County Resolution |

THE CENTRAL ques-
tion being discussed in our
Party concerns the immedi-
ate future of our organiza-

tion. While no one would

disagree that our country needs
a Mass Party of Socialism, there
are sharp differences as to the

such an objective.

The L. A. County Board, rec-
ognizing that opinions of toda
may be modified and/or chang
as the dh?’m:n in thle Party
contipues, general agree-
ment with the following proposi-

i

mb conditions (which our
does not determine) affect-
ing the economic, political and
social -utr“ot tboﬂ“Awlou
working ¢ are primary
factors in shaping the class con-
sciousness of that working class,
with all its resuitant impact on
other
P i i Ayt
(the constitution and
of the Communist

path which would lead towards

question of the struggle for the

united front with broadest
masses, :

b. The relationship of Com-
munists to other socialist groups.

BENJAMIN DAVIS

sectarianism, against this harm-
ful direction of our whole party.
The main necessity for this, I be-
lieve, arises out of the new his-
toric of today. I do not
believe that the central reason
for this is either the revelations
about Stalin, or the alleged fact
that our over the years has
been nothing save a collection
of sectarian errors, blunders, and
mistakes and idiocies.

I believe that those who base
thcﬂlun_d_u!ontll changes neces-

sary in our party on the latter
two factors as the principal ones
are heading the party for.even
more serious trouble than now,
If we base ourselves primarily
on the Stalin revelations, then
we are not an independent party
at all but are making the de-
velopments in the Soviet Union
decisive as to what we do in
America, only more so than ever,

This is fallacious anyway,
since we were aware of our iso-
lation, and were attempting to
S:npplo with it, before the 20th

gress, The 20th Congress

helps us to focus our attention

on the specific characteristics of

our own country as never before,
-

IF WE based ourselves on the
false concept that our past is a
huge blunder, then we forget
altogether the objective condi-
tions of our country, the past
achievements of our party and
we wander into a timeless, space-
less subjectivity.

Whatever we decide for our

, must be within the frame-

of the present historical

period and against American im-

perialism for the purpose of

achievinig socialism in the guick-
(Continued on Page 10)

broader organization
ties
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We Must Strengthen and Maintain the Party
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Readers

(Continued from Page T)
comment any further, since
cannot always understand the

ialized termology you use,
That is why Lilian Gates” articls
was impressive, refreshing and
comprehensible.

Neither can I swallow the
evasive treatment gf the subject
of anti-Semitism { and I know
these feelings . are shared by
others). The furtive “rehabilita-
tion” of victims as though the
whole matter never existed does
not resmeble the honest self-
criticism you describe.

I doubt that the Jews of the
world wish to disappear as a
people. One of the reasons the
Soviet Union held the respect of
Jews of various political beliefs

22

was ‘the feeling that here, at last,

the Jews could decide their own
destiny, without the pressures
against them existing elsewhere.
Here it was not necessary to
change one’s name to survive,
and owe could encourage their
childrento-beproud of their lan-
guage and culture, without feel-
ing of shame and inferiority.

The shattering—of this belief
gave further impetus to the mi-
gration to Israel. If you feel that
the Zionist movement is “bour-
geois” inspired you are mistaken
again, Israel presents the
desperate desire of Jews of all
classes to survive as a people,
with dignity and self-respect. It
is also the last resort of Jews
who are disillusioned with social-
ism, as they have seen it.

Since you have contributed to
this situation by your own ad-
mitted s&:ﬂihom' i i
responsibi to talre
tive here totyshaw the leaders of
the Soviet Union that we are far
from satisfied by their treatment
of this tragedy.

1?«mng.v Amenc;n Jewls, like k:;y-
self, are trying honzstly to keep
some faith in socialism, F
your protestations of sincerity
are not enough, we would like
to see some honest action.

A READER.

. Changes Needed, But
Keep Shop Branches

THES LETTER express-
es some of the opinions of
the Communist steelwork-
ers in the Gary area con-

cerning the Dennis report:

and the general discussion now
taking place in the party, exem-
pl.iﬁeg in the discussion section
of The Worker and in P.A.

Firstly, while we feel that the
discussion of the 20th Party Con-
gress of the Soviet Union has
world-wide importance and that
the views-expressed by'che So-
viet comradestrea.~extensive dis-
cussiog in our cwn party, we are
more concerned with the direc-
tion the American party has
gone in the past several years
and the character and direction
of the future.

By this we mean that discus-
sion of £ “line” on foreign pol-
icy, transition to socialism, na-
tional electoral policy, etc., is
subordinate at this moment to
the paramount question of a uni-
fled, but thoreughly democratic

arty, free of bureaucracy, and
based on thew sorking class. In-
deed, judging from some of the
discussion we have read, even
whether we are to have a_Com-
unist Party.

Taking the question of the
party’s_existence first, we state
unequivocally, that the Comniu-

~ outlook, but there can be no su

pist Party, i. e., a Leninist
must continue to exist im
United States. Many changes
necessary in its organiza
set-up, its constitution and

T

-

stitute for a Marxist-Leninist
type party in the struggle for so-
_cialism.

What changes must be made
in the party and what weakness-
es overcome? Here we believe
two things are important. The
first is organization and the sec-
ond, outlook. The two are of
course interrelated but we can
discuss them separately here.

K

FIRST on organization. Using
the phrase “democratic central-
ism” or more correctly, misusing
it, our party has gradually de-
veloped the centralism and ne-
glected the democratic to the
point that it has withered and
almost died. Democratic central-

.ism. derives its merit from its

ability to draw on the experience
of the whole party. The com-
rades in the basic organizations,
the branches, discuss thcy and
express opinions to. the leader-
ship. They elect leadership and
can disagree with leaders. But for
the past many years there has
been the absence of conventions,

of democratic election of leading-

people, of the ability of the mem-
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OF AGREEMENT

from its inception are too num-
erous to list here.
=

THE Schrapk report also

stimulates tendencies toward

mMm and the door to

sorts of right opportunist

dangers. It is inevi in the

present state of our party, that
other dangers besides

ones appear, some honest and
some not,

A _document is being
wﬁel%ﬁd in our party
mhn{nfa. bt
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cialist and democratic camps—
we would have been more in the
soup than now. Since 45, the
chief danger of a world atomic

war has from the fire-
ll;::d:ofthei\maican monopo-
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bers to disagree and most impor-
tant of all, an absence of lead-
ers consulting with the comrades
in the branches and learning
from these comrades who are
in daily contact with the peo-
ple. It is this fact that in the
main accounts for our mistakes
in judgment in the past. From
where we sit, we see a cleava
in thinking between the full-
time leadership and the rank and
file which is so great as to give
us in effect two parties.

We feel that the first big
change in the party must be to
take steps such as constitutional
guarantees of free discussion,
elimination of co-option, demo-
cratic elections, etc.; the cutting
down ,of Ifullletime admmliftr:lt:'e
persofinel, the integration
and community comrades in kﬂ(ﬁ

ing policy-making bodies and the
assignment of full-time leaders to
work directly with specified sec-
tions over an extended period so
that the comrades can learn from
each other.

The policy for our work in

from the comrades who
are and not handed
down by some full-time function-

assigned to worl:* in that area.
SECONDLY as to the party
outlook. We feel that the most
glaring weakness over the past
years is the fai of the
to turn its face to the g-
class. We have made several
good resolutions, such as Com-
rade Winston’s report in 1947
(Continued on Page 11)

gle for Negro rights during
World War II. Then, we re-
jected the double-V campaign of
the Pittsburgh Courier—for vic-
tory over Hitler abroad and vic-
tory over jimcrow at home. That
was one of the gems of Brow-
der’s leadership. | hope we shall
have done for all time with zig-
ging and zagging in the mass
struggle for Negro rights.
Right opportunism is not the
anain danger in our Party today,
and even the appearance of
reefs and shoals of a right char-
acter does not make it so.. Yet,
within the framework of our
historic sectarianism, our Party
has made many massive right

ship, that is, of failing to tel

them of one danger simply be-
cause we fear it may divert them
from attention to another. I

don't believe that if our Party
membership is informed of the
right danger, it will inhibit them
from going all out in their strug-
gle against the main left dan-

ger. .
The present period in our
Party is one of education as well
as of basic self-critical examina-
tion. Either we take advantage
of it in all its various aspects,
or the political eyes of our mem-
will have blinders so that
can see in only one direc-
lndnotth?‘wholepctm'e."

THE PERIOD of “sacred
cows” in the Communist move-

bers
they
tion
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