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THE PARTY CRISIS

(Continued from Page 5)

win sufficient support for the
election of a single Communist
to Congress, or to a state legis-
lature, or to any significant ex-
ecutive office. It is noted fur-
ther that despite all fluctuations
in strength during the 38 ygars
of its existence, the party finds
itself now in a position of a tiny;
almost totally isolated minority.
From this the conclusion is
drawn that an orgamization that
fared so poorly through nearly
four dec.l(l]):s of life has demon-
strated its failure as an Ameri-
can political party.

As we shall see later, t]n# is |
But remiemn-

a false conclusion.
bering that, in accord with tra-

b ]

dition and experience, the
American people measure the
success or failure of a political
party by its successes or failures
in elections, it is not to be
wondered at the terribly wrong
but plausible conclusion reached
by manv Americans about the
failure of Communism in Amer-
ica. And this is one of the most
potent factors making for the
present Party crisis.
e

NEXT COMES the rise, of
the American trade union move-
ment\ to a position of eflective
leadership of the working class
in the economic and political
fields and, to a certain extent,
also in the ideological field. Ac-
companving this historic devel-
opment has been a declining ef-
fectiveness of Communist and
Left influence in the life of the
trade unions. As a resuit, an
opinion has been gaining ground
that there is no further need or
room for a Communist Party,
and that the trade union move-
ment as such is the answer to
leadership of the working class.

This, too, is a superficial and
wrong judgment. What is in-
‘dicated here is the need of a
new relationship between the
Communist Party and the trade
union  mavement based upon
the recogmtion that the trade
unions have risen to the position
of effective leadership of the
working class. But the fact re-

mains, nevertheless, that it is
precisely among the more
thoughtful and progressive-

| minded trade unionists that this

!

wrong judgment finds accept-

ance. And this is another po-
tent factor of crisis for our
party.

Something  similar is taking
place among the movements of
the Negro people and among
the farmers. Progressive - mass
movements have attained posi-
tions of much authority and in-
fuence exercising effective lead-
ership in their respective fields.
Here, too, a wrong opinion has
been gaming ground among the
more thoughtful that the Com-
munist Party has \little to con-
tribute and hence § not needed.
This, too, is a crigs factor.
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ON TOP OF/THIS came a
number of new difficulties for
the party arising directly from
the “cold war.” There ca~' be
no question but that the forces
hostile to our Party have suc-
ceeded in making it appear be-
fore the majority of the people
that Communists are loyal to
the Soviet Union and disloyal to
the United States—not in a 'le-
gal but in a broad political and
moral sense, i.e., from the stand-
point of American patriotism.

This is a fantastic.idea, totally

baseless and false, but the
course of events seemed to kend
it a certain plausibility. [The

popular concept of the “pold
war” was of a conflict andwrival-
ry between two countries—the
United States and the Soviet
Union.

The people were led to be-
lieve that this was a fight be-
tween two nations, our own and
a foreign nation, and not as it
really was and is: between two
line of world policy—imperial-
ism and anti-imperialism, war
and peace, national oppression

and national equality. L2rge

numbers of MWﬁe un-
» L

able to see that this is a rivalry
between two “social systems —
capitalism and socialism — and
not between states and nations
as such.

Of course, the fact that the
conflict of world policies and
the rivalry of systems takes the
form of conflict and rivalry be-
tween states and governments
made it so much easier for hos-
tile forces to represent the party
in a false light. And the nevi-
table resut was another major
factor making for the party
CFisis.
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FROM THE “cold war” came
still another difficulty. This was
the attempt of the momopolies
and their political servants to
destroy the Communist Party.
Of course, Communists were
not the only ones to be hownded
and persecuted. But of existing
‘political parties, ours was the
only party that was practically
driven out of the open political
srena. It was forced to live in
an environment where there is
no political life and no other
political parties — in a political
vacuum, so to speak. And no
party can endure that for any
length of time without entering
a serious crisis, especially when
other factors are making for the
same thing. And this was pre-
cisely ‘what happened to us.

The effects of the extended
period of relative prosperity
since the end of the war were
mainly of =an indirect nature.
They tended to maintain an eco-
nomic environment i which
the party crisis was matwing
more rapidly because of the
other factors. Without these
other factors, the economic sit-
uation by itself could not and
did not influence the rise and
development of the party crisis.
And in passing: the relative
prosperity was spotty. uneven,
marked by crisis elements and
two serious recessions.
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THUS FAR WE have dealt
with crisis factors of an objec-
tive nature. They are: the popue
lar impression that Communism
in Amenca is a failure; the
opinion that the Commuuist
Party is no longer needed be:
cause the trade unions and
other people’s movements have
risen to great influence and ef-
fective progressive leadership;
the “cold war” charge that Com-
munists cannot be loval to their
own country; the forced with-
drawal of the party from the
open political arena and life in
a political vacuum; economic
conditions maintaining a favor-
able environment for these
crisis-making factors. ;

It is perfectly clear that these
objective factors were bound to
produce a serious party crisis.
Fewer errors or shortcomings in
orientation and policy could
have reduced the severity of the
crisis. Losses -in membership
and influerice might have been
kept down somewliat. The iso-
lation itself need not have be-
come so total and extensive,
But the crisis itself was objec-

tively inevitable and ines-
capable.
(Tomorrow: Party  Crisis—

Subjective Factors.)
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