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ical superstructure, of which
the method of top political
leadership is also a part. When
the evolution of the economic
base had already arrived at a
level that rendered possible and
demanded an extension of dem-
ocratic life, this was not done
and retrictions- and artifical bar-
riers arose instead.”

In his anal*ysis Togliatti took
cognizance of what the Soviet-
haters refuse to do. He saw that
a process of correction begins
with self-examination and he
praised the Soviet leaders “who
had the courage to expose and
the courage and capacity to

make corrections.”
[ ]

LATER in his interview,
Khrushchev  uses the term
“pseudo-Communists.” Whether
he meant those Communists
who do not interpret the Stalin
era in terms of one man’s char-
acter is not clear, but in any
case the use of ambiguous terms
does not promote fraternal dis-
cussion.

I think, however, that Khrush-
chev is on unassailable ground
when he says: “No person and
no party can claim the exclusive
right of interpreting Marxist-
Leninist teachings.”

It is also incontestable that
there has been considerable de-
mocratization and rectification of
the errors and crimes of the Sta-
lin era in the Soviet Union and
other socialist countries.

The anti-Communist crusaders,
who have been gloating and
using the revelations of the 20th
congress for their unscrupulous
propaganda, are not at all in-
terested in such corrections. But
Marxists, who are part of a
world-wide movement for peace,
den.ocracy and socialism are
heartened by every step toward
eliminating the wrongs of the
Stalin era and toward fortifying
the democratic foundations of so-
cialism.
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