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(P Leaders Issue
Letter on Hungary

IN A LETTER to the membership of the Communist

tl”arty on the Hungarian
|
I-|Soviet troops on October 24 as
“a tragic error.” Concerning the
second Soviet mili intervention
on November 4, statement
declares that it neither justifies nor
condemns it. “On this there are
different viewpoi
it states.
The letter urges that “American
Communists do not confine our-
selves to evaluating events abroad,
but give serious thought to the
harmful role that our State De-
partment has played in these de-
velopments.” Citing the new
viet disarmament proposals as of-
fering new hope for agr t
among the great powers, a-
tional Committee calls for a new
sugmmit conference,
"I‘ogeth?‘ro with our felln?w coun-
trymen w want world peace,
gfemocracy and thlfere

nations everywhere,” s!zte-
ment declares, “we are do?ly
t‘t{?rbed by the events in Hun .

e are : grieved at the
bloodshed mlc{eatmcﬁon in Hun-
gary and are profoundly concern-
ed with the causes meaning
of these events for socialism—as are
all party members and other so-
cialist-minded Americans. . . .

“In analyzing these events we
.|are motivated by a desire to

opposed to those who seek to heat
up the cold war.

“We are motivated by a desire
to strengthen the causeof social-
ism as opposed to those who seek
to weaken or de«trgr socialism.

“We are motivated by our frater-
nal interest in the process of dem-
ocratization in the socialist coun-
ot?“ and ':he further d

friendship and cooperation
e s i htd’ipm
equality ai natio
dence, as opposed to those who
seek to sow enmity between these

t
be-
full

socialism gaining world su-
premacy for 'nnpe*mlinn.’

“There is general agreement in
the National Committee on the

November 4, but
on subsequent de
conclusions to be drawn
.lll‘he great "pb“ﬁ'n in
ungary were in v primari-
ly popular upsurges for demoecrat-
ization, for_a solution to their
economlic problems, ::3 for In{:tyn
national sovereignty i
in their relations with tl:qSovht
Uniegn.” '
The letter

from them.
Polan!iand

points out that wrong

licies in the people’s

crisis made
the party’s National Committee descri

strengthen peaceful coexistence as

lands for tl.:furpon of destroyinz

th.:lt

analysis of the situation prior to
views

blic last Monday,
the first use (z}

stationed in Hungary to put
the initial demonstrat
inflamed the situation to a gr
crisis, This was a tragic enor!
ke tospensiiliy, T dietomed the
responsibility. It disc '
failure of a policy which was::ﬁ
securely upon the natio
needs and sentiments of the work-
ing class and popular masses

Hungary.
*

THE LETTER goes on to say
that these errors “facilitated the
open intervention of the forces of
reaction within Hungary from
abroad.” The statement points t
the role of “the U, S.-fina

Radio Free Europe, Voice of Amer-
ica, Project X and other agencies”
in seeking to utilize this situation
for their own mction:? aims, as
well as the part played by reac.
tionaries within Hungary and the

tionists and agents of Project X
across the Austrian border.”

“From these facts,” the state-
ment continues, “it appears that
the Soviet Union decided on the
large-scale use of troops on Now,
4 to head off the White Terror
and what it considered to be the
danger of the formation of an
anti-Soviet, Horthy-like regime on
its borders, which could threaten
not only the security of the USSR
and other socialist* countries but
world peace as well. . . .

“We do not seek to justify the
use of Soviet troops in Hungary's
internal crisis on Nov. 4. Neither
do we join in the condemnation
of these actions. Was there no
alternative? Was it a grim neces-
Rsity? There are no ready answers

tion. On this there are different

problems involved. ‘Within Hun-
gy the solution lies in correcting
the mistakes of the past, in carry-
ing i

through mnom:efm the pro-
gram by the Kadar
goamder ent and in l:’iae&bpingha
government on the

needs and desires of the Hun-
garian We welcome all
efforts in t direction.”
®

THE STATEMENT cites
democratization in Poland as show-
ing that “socialism has the capacity
self-correction, a process
greeted last week by the Prime
i of the Colombo powers.
it in the socialist coun-

process of democratiza-
bhave many favorable re-

&mtﬁl it will
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“influx of exiled fascists, interven.

we are in no position o give
final judgment on the Soviet ac-
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