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torical development that those
dictatorships were able to enforce.
If in the case of Hitler it was the
unleashing of the most destructive!
most bloody war in human history,
if in the case of Franco it is con-
tinual misery and degradation of
great people—in the case of Stalin:
it is the creation ef all the pre-
requisites for the development of

a prosperous and free society.”
[ ] [ ] [ ]

I quote at such -length, not onlyv/
because 1 admire Mr. Baran's!
cogent thinking, not only because
he speaks with authority and a first!

hand  contemporary  knowledge teaching, I came to understand thati

which neither vou nor I possess.'
but because his observations took
place while he was on a mission
for our government—a fact which
should underline his objectivity.
This is change, Mr. Lvons, the
most basic change imaginable; but,
it is something else as well. It is the
life force of socialism, the human-

Tenants and Business. I |
| " Jack asked Lebwohl if there|
(couldn’t be some “tightening up’«
| on the sponsors” in connection with!,
| “this human side” of relocation. To|
this Lebwohl said glibly that the|
Committee “has always been aware|

yon

into its full own. From these I might sav to vou, Mr. Lyons,
teachers, who loved man  and isn’t it high time you looked about
watched him with pity and forgive-|you? Like myself, vou might find
ness these three thousand years,| that a refusal to face all the facts l
I learned that life on this ‘earth!can only be hurtful apd destructive malignant dope racket, who print|;

can have dignity and| beauty and

meaning. I learmed that man would[

of .‘& someda

y be the noble thing that
Cod or nature or whatever force
brought him into being destined
him to be—and I learned from
them that the mind of man would
be the brightest star in all this far-
flung universe.

I learned from them the mean-
ing of socialism, and | out of that

this rich and fruitful country of
ours, with all its good and patient
people, could become like a garden,
a wonderland of all the earth, pro-
viding we used it wisely and well.

This is what socialism means tol

me, brotherhood, love, reason,
work with dignity, and leisure
made precious and rewarding,

in the end.
I do not defend the Communist

Party, Mr. Lvons. Today. it is more
|important to judge it fairly and
[obiectively than to attack it or
idefend it It set itself high tasks
and noble purposes, and if it fell
fshort, failed, made many tragic
{errors, and now finds itscl isolated |
and troubled, this in itself is his-i
jtnr,\’s definition and reward. But
| T will ‘say this—that the role of
! American communism was never
coupled with dishonor and 1 won-
der whether you and vour associates|
can say as much? Accuse commu-!
nists of stupidily, rigidity, of a
| failure to measure up to needs of
| the times—but do not accuse them

1

|

l ever of cowardice, dishonor, or an
unwillingness to fight in a cause
because of the dangers involved.
The role they played was signed,

the torrents of vicious comic Hooks
and sex magazines, who build
bombers 'instead of schools, who
kill children with defective vac-
cines, who nurture hatred of the]
Negro people, who debase our cul-
ture, who are attempting to match
the wickedness of a Stalin with a|,
less bloady type of terror and
intimidation.

Shall T give up the struggle .
against the one because the 0’tber|'
is exposéd and indicted? Shall Ili
join the effort to drive Americal‘
toward the past because the Soviet|
Union is moving toward the fu-|
ture? Aind because there is more
freedom here than in Russia, shall
I strive to reverse the situation?|
Does that make sense, Mr. Lyons?|
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As vou say in your letter to me,|;

no one dictated the column you|
refer to. I wrote it because I was|

ism and brotherhood of socialism:|enough for all and nowhere want|

not only with their honor but very

and to me that is no “cover-word,”|and privation. To me, socialism| often with their lives—in Spain, in
Mr. Lyons. I know what socialism | means full production in every area| World War I1. and here at home.
means, and a lifetime of thinking| of our economy and the fullest and| They did not lessen the best tradi-

on that subject derives, in my case, most creative use of every soul in|
not from Stalin, but from the|this land. It means growth, matu-
ancient Jewish prophets, from the|rity and communal wisdom. It
Testament, from the four Gospels| means the fruition of our democ-
of Jesus Christ, from the teachings | racy. the doing away with jails and|
of that most beloved mastcr.f-‘l"ms and gas chambers. It means/
Thomas Jefferson, from the wisdom | schools and hospitals and great‘
and wit of my own Ij(erary men-,l'mar(.‘h centers. Itf‘ means the
tor, George Bermmard Shaw, and|flowering of our culture, the|offer-
from the scientific socialist theory ing of the best in art to all of the
of Marx and Engels. - people. It means conservation an

They were my teachers, and they! o, f'yhe">tiP bY &8 of the people|
taught well; and from them 1 ; ;0 means, ther.egy, the sm;ctity

Jearned that man was made to love.‘ 11
not to hate, to live in peace and; ?SL%; (fmiy’v:; Jnﬁn;c:;dt}t}heec‘?er-
brotherhood, not in war and  de- oA

; - s . It means om of religion
gradation, to cherish human life,|¥73"8 o
not to have contempt for it. Fromf| :}X:K] sm hhand thouglitn—but mgrel
them I learmed of the pride of b_.:)n Mil < mp by ci‘wn.' ui
mankind and the ultimate and ?)f‘ ve|.a% & me::js” Appinest
inevitable glory of mankind. From £ ou]r] e&untgy—t:erhlt o g
them I learned that a time would| C| 21 ¢ Prot o ol mam...
come, inevitably, when man would'. I have disdained to hide my
no longer exploit man, and when thoughts. For almost a_quarter of
freedom and justice would come 2 century I have written them

e !dmvn. for all the world to see,
and I used no cover-words.

construction and peace. It means|.

{throw the government of the Uni-|

b

tion of America.

Mr. Lyons, T do say this to vou.
Show me a fact, show me proof,
show me reality, and I will accept
it. Can you answer the same? Wil
you re-examine the evidence in the
cheap and tawdry frame-up of
American communists and non-|

d| comnizmist radicals that began ten

years ago? Will vou have the
courage to say that these men and|
women never conspired to over-|
ted States by force and vialence?|
You know that as well as I doJ
and so do vour collecagues. Will
you state publicly that there is a|
difference between pigheadedness
and treason? Perhaps there are|
other definitions and boundaries
to the world of free men than

yours.

[ ] L L l

I don’t raise this to provoke or|
anger you; I raise it because today
and tomorrow, the people of goodJ
will in this land must join together |

to defend it, to cherish it, and to|

{and their children and their chil-

l ten, I hope, not less sincerely than

MOUSSORGSKY’S
‘Boris Godunov’ and the * * *
fabulous ‘Sadko’ I know very little about you,
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Mr. Lyons, when all is said and
done, probably a good deal less
than you know about me; for I
never desired to enter the nasty
bysiness of name-calling, raking out
tl% past, and trying to prove who
wps right and who was wrong
Ftankly, I didn’t give a damn. The
past is done; my own life gnd work
and dreams are of the future. A
long tithe ago, you went through

expprience you relate in your
letter, But the world did not sit

mical Kay's Budset Movers cH 3-37%. 'still for|the generation since then.'

guard the gains of the past that|
made America a fine thing in the,
eyes of mankind. It was not the
American communists and radicals!
who built among the people of the,
world distrust, fear, and so often
hatred of America. It was the atom
kings who did that, the madmen
who knew only one future and one
goal—war! No it is not the American
communists who are steadily ex-
ploding hydrogen bombs in the
Pacific, poisoning the atmosphere
and the future too;, it is ‘not the

American Jleft who ' nourish the

angry, heartsick, and filled with{
contempt and disgust for whati,
wicked and cowardly men had done;
to a splendid cause—and also
anger at myself that I kept silent .
when I should have spoken out. But |
no one forced me to keep silent. |
I take no orders from the Commu-! ]
nist Party; I take no orders from|!
the Kremlin. The only virtue I can/.
claim is honesty—so far as amy
man can make such a claim and’
attempt |to live by it. t

You see, Mr. Lyons, there is|:
nothing sacred about the Commu- |
anist Party; if its time is finished, it|
will go, and perhaps others in the
future will jugée it better than you|!
or I could. But there is something
deeply sacred about man’s age-
Yong struggle against oppression
and wrong. That must not be be-
trayed, must not be hampered—be-
cause it is the living soul of man-
kind, his common hope for the
future, his legacy to his children

dren’s children.

There is my anwer to you—writ-

your address to me. I have said a
Jot of things that I would bave|
hesitated to say under eother cir-|
cumstances, but I think they are|
just as well said. I could not an-|
swer you without saying them. I
‘have no desire for you-to take them
personally, for I do not know you|
personally, only by reputation. 1
also wish to thank you K)r offering
me this opportunity for argument,
for out of such frank and public
argument, many things are clarified
and sometimes even new truths
arrived at.
Sincerely yours,

HOWARD FAST.
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