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Gil Green
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il bi’ the majority will of the peo-
| ple.”

*
| THE GROPING of the Amer-
"ican people toward a new poli-
' tical alignment suggests the ve-
“hicle through which the demo-
| cratic ure will be express-
" ed. “There already exist the ru-
' dimentary outlines of a Ilgose,
" amorphous alliance Letween the
Jabor movement, the Negro peo-
. ple, a section of the farminli
| population, and liberal circles o
' the small business and profes-
| sional middle class,” Green says.

| This development is taking

place within the framework of
the two-party system, and spe-
. cifically in the Democratic Par-
ty. And while these forces do
not reject the idea of a third
~ party in principle, says Green,
they regard it as impractical, at
least for the present.

While recognizing the weight
of big business in the Demno-
cratic Party, Creen cites the

_growing intluence of labor in |

that party and rejects the thesis
that there is no difference be-
tween the.GOP and the Demo-
crats. At this poiut Green seems
to be on the verge of suggesting
that the Labor-Farmer Party can
develop within the Democratic

Party; that it may be created, in_

fact, by the act of labor trans-
forming that
ganization of conflicting - in-
terests into a people’s pqu%\ led
by labor. And while he does not
-draw this conclusion specifical-
ly, his facts as well as lll)i‘:art!u-
mentation lead  directly to this
conclusion.
w o

WRITING as a Communist,
Creen deals with the Con.mu-
nist position on many guestions
and he does not hesitate to in-
dicate where he thinks his par-

has made errors. He contends

t the slogan of “self determ-
ination for the black belt”
should long ago have been
abandoned in recognition of the
Negro people’s drive toward in-
tegration.
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He recognizes that _V_Peoplgi China nnd

the forms of organization and
methods of work of Communists
have made the party appear as
sinister or alien to American
workers..

“It must be admitted,” he
writes, “that the Connnunist
Party has not always taken
these specific factors sufficiently
into account and has made er-
rors which frequently made it
easier for calumny to” be cast
its way.”

I think, however, Green has
accepted too easily the explan-
ation that the split in the work-
ing class, both here and abroad,
is due entirely to the “betrayal
of socialist principles by Right-
wing Socialist leaders.”
Communists bear a heavy re-
snonsibility also for * this split,
a fact to which the revelations
of the 20 Congress of the So-
viet Party (occurring, it should
be said, sice Green wrote his
book) attest. ‘ .

But in common with many
Communists—and ahead of a lot
of them—Green sees a large area
of agreement between Cominu-
nists amd Socialists and other
socialist-minded Americans.

“The day will -come,” says
Green, “when the best of these
forces, and many more who
have not vet spoken out, will
unite together with the Com-
munists to form a single, united
party of socialisin in the Unit-
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tion of Germany on the basis
of a victory for SOCIALISM.

The plan grovides for break-
ing of West Germany's ties with
NATO and east Germany’s tie
to the Warsaw military alliance.
With a victory for the socialist at
the polls, apd™ the inauguration
of a policy of socialism for the
country, the socialist order in
East Germany, too would be
preserved.

The plan also calls for estab-

lishment of peaceful relations
with the USSR and all socialist
countries; normal relations with
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