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Selsam entitles his book “Philos-

hanging it.”

Philzs;)phy, Selsam emphum
time and again, is a participant in
the class struggle, whatever
themselves may say.

ophy in Revolution™ by which he
means, as it is stated on the book
jacket, that he propases to tell
“how Mamism tra

opby from diffecing ways
preting the world m!oawnyof
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to expect even more in view of
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viet munist P, Congress:
Yetbowberemthn.gl’:pterorh
the entire book is the name of
Kbhrushchev even mentioned, and
the oaly hint that Selsam has resd
the newspspary of the last 12
months is in his statement: “Owe
canpot say today that socialism can
commit no crimes Gr—that ne
crimes can be committed in se-
cialism’s name,” and in his 150-
word comment that the crimes
inter-| ar0se out of particular historic cen-
ditions and were provoked by ex-
ternal enamses.
Such vialetions, Selsam adds,
“are inimical to the cause of so-

;|cialimn and endanger its very suc-

cess.”
But this comment is not
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His capsuls outlines of the phi-
losophies of Descartes, Locke end
are the fruits of a lifetime
They should stimulate an
interest in these pre-Marxist phi-

losophers.

But while Selsam pnys credit to

nd Stalin.
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The result

peoplc compl
in the vehncﬂ
that they had been taught to re-
gard as Marxtsm found
in the position ‘of the deacon in
the wonderful one-horse shay,”
which went to pieces all at once
on encountering a stone in the
road. The stone in the road in the
present case, of course, was the
Khrushchev
unpleasant revelations of crimes
in the lands of sociaksm,

I think we

skeptics of
only, as Se
the “immease light™ they “shed on
man’s historic struggles to un-
-|derstand and master the world”
but also because they can hel
solve our present problems,

take into ‘account, of course,

{historic context in which they are

The final chapter
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the gevius of these thinkers, he
s, in his  conclusions about
jve the reader the im-
at because they made
certain concexsions to idealism and
religion they have nothing valuable
to give us that can't
the writings of Marx, Engels, Lenin

be found in

Marxist thinkers .

themselves had no such illusions.
They read the writings of pas;dand

rary phnlosorbers, and so!
did Selsam, but unfortunately a
generation of socialists and com-
munists has been so imbued with
the truth and strength of dialec-
tical materialism as to shut out|
from their minds the contributions
of non-Marxist philosophers.
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of a perfect system
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this chapter I found the most in-
teresting for what it says, but dis-

ilosophy, why have the So-
y, why have

M net yet carried Out
their promise to release the archiv.
telling the full truth about the
political trials in Stalin’s regime?
Why do the Saviet leaders still hide
the full truth about the horrible
executions of Jewish leaders?

Such questions, of which there
are many, should be diacusnd in

a chapter called “Towards a Sciea-
hhc Materialist Ethics.”

It is embarmasing to ny the
least, to realize that Jchn
who u roundly deaounee& y {
sam for amatism and his
thxol:ophy ot expediency, should
one who mmted that the
issue in the “purge” trials was one
of objective truth, while we Com-
munists in general at that time
justified the trials on the grownd
of expediency, regardless ot whe-
ther all the rules of evidence were
scrupulously followed.

And speaking of Dewey, it seems
i to me, that in the sobering climate
of today, some mention might be
made of his spirit of rationalism.
Ead American Marxists paid more
attention to that side of the writings
of James and Dewey, they might
have avoided turning the Marxism
(they inherited from Marx, Engels
and Lenin into such a closed sys-
tem. A

Selsam apparently thinks he
proves how wrong Dewey was
when he quotes him as sayving:
“Planned public policies, initiated
by public authority, are sure te
have consequences totally unfor-
seeable—often the contrary of what
was intended.”

Engels could bave written this
sentence.

Marxists, even under socialigm,
must always be on guard for the
“unforseeable,” and must leave
t;:ex systems of thinking epen for
t e unexpected

We can criticize the bourgeois
| rationalists for ignoring the class
struggle, but wpennd Saped

present iny roqm
them something of the spirit of in-
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