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cils Gomulka apparently modi-
fied the concept put forward
during the October events. He
said the councils were a form
of working class democracy
within the system of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, covering
the field of production and of
industrial management.

However, he added that the
councils were not organs of po-
litical power or units of admin-
istrative machinery of the state.

Gomulka also opposed ideas
that had been put forward of
collective ownership of indus-
trial estblishments %y the per-
sonnel. He also favored work-
ers councils only in industrial
plants, not on the higher level of
industrial administration.

Then Comulka discussed ex-
pansion of the powers of the
people’s councils in the lprov-
inces, especially at the lower
level. “The main line of our
policy with regard to the peo-
rle's councils as the democratic,
ocal organs of state power is the
increase of their powers and in-
dependence,” he said.

He added that it was “neces-
sary to conclude, if possible, by
the end of this year the reor-
ganization of small-scale indus-
try, through handing over the
establishments of this industry to
the local peoples councils.”
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AGRICULTURE, Gomulka
said presents the most difficult
problems in socialist construc-
| tien. He said that “the agricul-
tural circles, the productive
-teams and cooperative farming

reflect the ideas of the econwmic-

autonomy of the peasants.
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ward a wide development of dif-
ferent forms of peasant coop-
eration,” he said.

Gomulka declared: “We con-
sider the United Peasants Party
a permanent element in our po-
litical life, of our road to social-
ism. At the same time the Party
must show growing concern at
the penetration into some Unit-
ed Peasant Party links of alien
elements, elements even hostile
to the peoples power and so-
cialism.”

Referring to strikes that have
taken place recently Gomulka
said:

“It must be clearly stated that
our Party is against strikes and
can neither organize them nor
support them. At the same time
we do not wish to employ ad-
ministrative measures in cases
where workers down tools.”

A strike is @ warning signal
in a socialist state, Gomulka
added, and he said it indicates
either “an ailment in the func-
tioning of the administration or
activity by trouble-making ele-
ments hostile to the people’s
power.”

Sometimes these two factors
appear at the same time. Above
all, Gomulka said, a strike shows
a lack of contact between the
Party and thé masses. While
opposing strikes, because they
hurt the workers in a socialist
state, Gomulka declared they
would not deny workers the
right to strike.
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CONCERNING relations
with other Communist pasties

" of the world Gomulka said:

. “It will be no revelation' when

1 say that in -catain matters,
' : e important mat-

lieves that the existing differ-
ences of opinion between Par-
ties of the revolutionary worky
ing class movement not only dé
not weaken proletarian interna-
tionalism, but give it more col-
our testifying to its health, on
the condition that all discussions=
arising from these differences me
held between these Parties on
the basis of ideological commu-
nity, on the basis of jointly rec-
ognized general principles,
which all Parties should ob-
serve and apply in the struggle
to overthrow the capitalist sys-
tem and to build a socialist
system.

“In inter-Party relations, we
always lay stress on what unites
us with other Communist and
Workers' Parties, leavisg -aside,
for time to decide, what can
divide us.”

On relations between social-
ist states, Gomulka said: ,“Our
Party condemns resolutely ev-
erything that is directed against
the unity of the camp of the
socialist states, that aims at wn-
dermining Polish-Soviet friend-
ship and alliance, that under-
mines the principles of interna-
tionalism.”

Gomulka outlined his views
on the events in Hungary as
follows:

“Qur Party aust guard as the
apple of the eye tue unity of
the camp of socialist states and
the unity of the international
working elass move..ient headed
by Communist and Workers'
Parties. We may differ from
other Parties in the appraisal of
the happenings in Hungary.
But this does s:t change: the
common . view that, to save
peace and the security of all
-socialist eountries, the assistance
of the Soviet Army in the sup-
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