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Sparks Fly at Old

Socialist, Pacifist, Communist,
Progressive Discuss America’s
Road to Peace, Democracy

Um!er the sponsorship of Fellowship for Reconciliation, a socialist-
pacifist orfanization, four speakers representing diverse views gave
their ideas 6n America's Road 1o Democracy and Peace at Carnegie
Hall, May 27, before some 3,000 people. Although differing on
many points, all speakers agreed that the Smith Act should be re-
pealed and its victims freed. The following excerpts are from
the prepared speeches of the participants. In the give-and-take
following the formal presentation, some of the exchanges were
sharper, but even during this phase of the program, the audience
got the impression that united action between Socialists, Commun-

ists, Pacifists and Liberals was

becoming increasingly possible.

Norman Thomas, Socialist leader was most vehement against such
united action now but conceded that it was possible in the future.

Roger N. Baldwin, former director of the, American Civil Lib-
erties Union, was moderator and Charles R. Lawrence, F. O. R.

leader was chairman.

Participants besides Thomas were Dr. A,

J. Muste, secretary emeritus of the F. O. R.; Eugene Dennis, gen-
eral secretary of the Communist Party; and Dr. W. E. B. DuBois.
long time ledder of the Progressive and American Labor Parties.

A. J. Muste

' I WISH to begin with an
observation about the ap-
proach which I am using in
this address. I shall have some-

thing to say, although our
theme is “America’s Road to
Democracy and World Peace,”
about the program and activitics
of the Communist Purty as 1 have
observed—perhaps also experienc-
ed—and understood them. For it
would be childish to ignore or try
to obscure the fact that recent de-
velopments in the behavior of the
governments of the Soviet Union
and other Communist lands, evenls
within the Communist movement in
other countries and our own, con-
stitute one of the reasons why
such a discussion as this with the
participants who are on this plat-
form tonight is being held just now,
Discussion among human beings
is productive precisely in the de-
Free that it is, in the first place,
rank and intellectually hard-hit-
ting and in the second place wn-

elnflitlercd. R

I plead then that not only in this
discussion but in human inter-
course generally today we should
try at least some of the time to
think on the former level, that we
should together survey the state of
the foundations of the houses oc-
casionally.

Even if we should find that they
are beyond saving, it would bhe bet-
ter that we perish while trying, to
save them that we should wipe
each other out in a gun hattle over
how the living room furniture is to
be arranged or what political bad
fellows it is safe to sleep with. . ..

*

1. THE way to reach democracy
tomorrow is to practice it and live
it today. Therelore, the Fellowship
of Reconciliation, eitlier organiza-
tionally or through the attitudes
and activities of its members, has
always called upon this nation to
adliere to the practice of freedom’
of thought, speech, press and or-
ganization, especially where views
generally regarded as mistaken or
abhorrent are comcerned.

This defense of the right of
advocacy and political organiza-
tion is separate from the question
of dealing with subversive action
or with behavior which involves
“clear and present danger” of il-
legal action. The fact that in
some cases it is difficult for a nation
to draw the line is no reason for
giving up the effort and seeking
to deal with dissent by repression.

" * This meeting itself is an evidence

of the seriousness with which the
Fellowship tikes its responsibility
in the fieﬁi of civil’ liberties. '
The National Council of F. O. R.
has opposed the Smith Act through-
out and protested in 1949 against
the trial of C.P. leaders under that
act. It is with 1ts approval m the-
petition, ,for persgeis  cdnvicted  or
Mww* wngdés, tbe. ;.

~ one major

Smith Act has been and is being
circulated. The Fellowship has
done these things, although with
its pacifist basis it is in fundamental
disagreement with much in the
Communist philosophy and pro-
gram, an dalthough it has a E(‘!
of not engaging in “united front
activities.

By various means, including
some not yet mentioned such as
loyalty oaths, civil liberties have
heen threateded in recent years, 1f
the U. §. is to maintain and im-
prove its own democracy and ad-
vance the cause of democracy and
peace in the world, we have to set
the example of a people who abide
by their own democratic principles.
In the degree that we are such a
people we shall effectively combat
Intallitarianism and hold the allegi-
ance of those masses now in reve-
Jution in Asia, Africa and Latin
America, revolutions largely inspir-
ed by traditional American ideals
#nd national independence, liberty
and the dignity of the human per-
son,

1

2. THE practice of democracy
is absolutely inconsistent with rac-
ial discrimination, segregation, sec-
ond-class citizenship. The most in-
excusable and most cancerous and
perilous blot upon American so-
ciety today is the existence of these
evils in ail parts of the land and
especially the virulent and violent
attempts to defend them by the
White Citizens Councils and other
such agencies in the South,

3. Fidelity to the tradition of
this country— the tradition of anti-
colonialism, of the right of people
to self-determination, and indeed
of revolution if oppression becomes
intolerable—would have been re-
quired that this country would
have been the supporter and in-
spirer of the popular revolutions
which have taken and are tuking
place in the so-called underdevelop-

ed countries,
*

4. A CLOSELY related- consid-
eration is that our foreign policy
should have welcomed -the emer-
gence of nations which sought to
keep out of the arms race and to
develop their own way of - life.
We should have been prepared to
extend ail to them in solving their
vast’ and complex economic preb-
Jems and arousing the hope of a
nfew day in the masses of their peo-
pie. -'
This aid should not have been
conditioned on their being explic-
itly or implicity parts of our mili-
tary orbit. We have to a great de-
gree pursued the opposite policy.

By in effect proclaiming to what
mjgzt be called Third Camp peo--
ples that they- have to line up in-
wer bloc or the olgrcr,i
they would not be encouraged or
permitted to establish an ' :
dent position we have done much
:::b push tll:eo: into the Communist

i, w leaders ostensibly-
we;mno “neutralism.” S
_ A mention , once; mote
o (Contipned en Rage A): .y, o

Liberties Union on June 7.

"FS?H

Roundtable phase of forum
Fellowship of Reconciliatic
DI'. W. E. B. l)llBOiS, N 34 ‘
and Roger Baldwin, fc

NormanThomas

THIS SPEECII in tonights
discussion is necessarily less
than a balanced statement of
my conception, or the Socials
ist International’s, of the rog
to peace and freedem. My
phasis is on the reasons for ¢
rejection of partnership with
Communist Party in walking t
1ead. Briefly, et me preface m
ohjections to communism by
winding-you of my long standing
advocacy of universal, controllest
disarmament as our beit hope ol
peace. .

Kecent events have inc:eased
my faith that for the ke ot ou
mutual escape from the annihila
ticr implicit in' tomo:row's war
the American and Russian gover
wenls, before it is too lale, ma
agree to an ~fiective transler of
conflict out of the realm of war b
the institution of woull-wids dis
armament, under a duly authoriz
ed authority.

In the field of civil libertie
may I remind you that T have op
posed racial discrimination in un
part of our American life by e
ery means in my power. I rejgi
that the Americun Comm
Party is now allowed to drop t
slogan, “Negro self - determinatio
in the Black Belt,” which, as
early - pointed out, was, in ¢
American scene, an invitation
conditions worse than our presen
degree of segregation, For sayi
what Mr. Dennis now has .
that communists should bel'
and say, I was stigmatized in T%
Daily Worker as an advocate of
lynching,.

~ My opposition to the Smith
is well known. I shall debate
with William Buckley unger t
auspices of the New York C

L%

Communism, as -1 shall dis s
it, bears little resemblance to th
program - of ‘sweeiness and - ligh
presented by Mr. - Dennis’ rep
to the National Commitee of
Party and doubtiess in his spéec
tonight." If we were to judge s
ply on this report; such eriticissy
as democratic socialists might of
fer would ‘not prevent consides
tions of - united: action—or. bettes
united actions=—in- pursuit of pesel
and fréedom. But-one ‘
cannot ‘decisively P
nationa] - communist nt, 8
it has revesled itself. in the #
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not vote. la the Congresisona! Dis-

MUSTE

scntially equal in income and pow-
ei. The overwhelming majority of
mankind was ignorant, sick, and
poverty stricken, . . .

-

{

naturalized loreign-horn. We must
insist that our foreign policy as
well as onr domestic problems and
especially our problem of industry
be subjects on which we may and

‘changes. I believe my friends here
will agree that new winds are
blowing and mighty forces are at.
work in the land today. They are
(visible in Detroit. They are visible
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