Miss Strong Talks on
Khrushchev's Report

By ELIZABETH LAWSON .

THE CURRENT reappraisal of the Stalin era will be
helpful in building the progressive movement the world
ard building socialism every-
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clared, is contained in the state-
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it trong to & packed audience Tues-|/ment of the Chinese Communist
/s (day night. The meeting was held |Party, which is a collective docu-
- under the auspices of the National|ment. She reminded her audience
—~ |Council of American - Soviet|of the contents of this document:
rg | Friendship. that Stalin in his early years did
g| Miss Strong, who was hersclf|great work in guiding the indus-
st|a victim of Beria's political police, |trialization of the Soviet Union
d(was expelled from the Soviet|and in other fields, but that as
is time went on he became auto-
e cratic and dictatorial; that during
y his regime excesses occurred in the
fight against his adversaries; that
d he failed to take precautions on
the eve of war; that he made er-
d rors in guiding agriculture and in
h directing the Soviet Union's rela-
al tions with other socialist states, es-

pecially Yugoslavia,
et Whatever the U.S. gpvernment
- may say publicly, Miss Strong em-
U hasized, it is deeply | disturbed
e y the Soviet discussion because

of it is & guarantee of

rpgress and
a promise that, in a‘llppfmhabi!ily.
wars can be permanently pre-
3| vented.
ll “The discussion in the Soviet
Union,” said Miss Strong, “shows
that the revolution is passing from
a period of building socialism in
one country into a period of so-
cialist economy involving one-
third of the world’s penp%e. We
are in the midst of a great power
shift such as occurs only once in
several centuries. lnvolved is a
shift of power from the imperialist
nations to the formerly colonial
peoples now ‘becoming independ-
ent; from the capitalist economie
Union in 1949 on framed charges system to the socialist: and from
of “espionage.” After the execu- the centuries-long rule of the white
ition of Beria and the death of yace to the colored races, who are
_|Stalin, the charge against her wus|a majority in the world.”
_|repudiated by the Soviet leader-! “«
“iship and she was once more rec-| OF THE PROSPECTS for war
s|ognized as one of the foremost or peace, Miss Strong said that the
friends of the Soviet Union abrumi.“]lird of mankind living under so-
Any security police that oper-'calism can make an aﬁiance with
ates without law and without due another third which is neutral, and
ocess is a dangerous thing, Miss that this bloe, constituting two-
trong said. Progressives justified thirds of the world’s peoples, can
it, but must be careful ol ever contain the rest of the world and
justifying it again, its drive towaflly war. This strategy
Long before the hour xchcdulﬂlfrmnirﬂ fuller democracy in lﬁc
for the meeting, people were turn-'socialist countries.
Two fmportant ideological
anges were emphasized at the
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;ed away from the doors of the

| Pythian because of the intense in-(ch

terest in the views of a woman recent Soviet Party Congress, Miss
“who has to her credit innnmerable Strong stated. Whereas in the past
|books, pamphlets, and articles on|it has been felt that capitalism in-
'the Soviet Unfon and on China. levitably produces wars, today the
| “No final appraisal of the Stalin dominent feeling is that the so-
|era can be made for years, per- cialist and neutral sectors of the
haps for decades,” the speaker|\world acting together may be able

stated. “The speech by Nikitalio prevent capitalism | k
e W e ol \to prevent capitalism from making

: S¢5° wars. Another important ideologi-
sion of the twentieth Congress of'cq] change was that the transition
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'viet Union, was released to the

the U.S. State Department, which

urloined i# somewhere in Eustern
Eumpe. It was admittedly only
part of the full saeech.

“IT BEARS every evidence of
having originated with Khrush-
chev; it is so repetitious that it may
well be only a first draft; it was
not put forward as the final con-
clusion of the Soviet Party.

“Khrushe

‘hev warned that this
speech must not be given to the
press. However, the U.S. State|
Department hurried to print it
for its own reasons. In this con-
nection, we must realize the Secre-
tary of State John Foster Dulles
has been caught off balance by
the Geneva conference. and the
jant steps towards since
then, and by the fact that no war
is in the g and that the So-
viet bloc is moving from strength
and holds the initiative.”

|the Communist Party of the So-|
\press, not by the CPSU, but by

from capitalism to socialism may
‘be peaceful, and that the road to
socialism will be different in dif-
ferent countries, with even urely
parliamentary methods possible.
“The United States State De-
partment is anxious to bury Soviet
advances under the revelations
about Stalin,” Miss Strong de-
clared. “Reaction wants us to for-
get the enormoifs developments in

the Soviet union: the fact that the

Soviet Union, beginning as a back-
ward country, has become the
second greatest industrial power In
the world; that it was at Stalingrad
that the hitherto unbeaten Nazi on-
slaught was broken. All these
achievements were accompanied
by excesses, even crimes, but the
country nevertheless went for-
ward. The worst of the excesses
was the unlimited power of the
lice, which under Lenin had
used sparingly and was con-
ceived of as tem*porary." .

A car

efully reasoned estimate of
the Stalin period, Miss Strong de-

SPEAKING of her own oase,
(Continued on Page 13)
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