
T H E  C E N T E R  C A N N O T  H O L D :

T H E  S T R U G G L E  F O R  R E F O R M  IN  T H E  C O M M U N I S T  P A R T Y  1 9 5 7 - 5 8

J e r r y  H a r r is

A b s tra c t: A key  p o in t in th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  C o m m u n is t P a rty  USA o ccu rred  in even ts  su rro u n d in g  

th e  1 6 th N a tio n a l C o nvention  b e tw e e n  1 9 5 7  th ro u g h  1 9 5 8 . D u rin g  th is  p e r io d  th e re  w as  a  

s tru g g le  o v e r th e  p o litic a l a n d  o rg a n iz a tio n a l d irec tio n  o f  th e  P a rty  a n d  a  loss o f  a  m a jo r ity  o f  its  

m em b ersh ip . M o s t  h is to rian s  g ive p r io r ity  to  th e  s p lit b e tw e e n  th e  r ig h t le a d  by  Johnny G ates  

a n d  th e  le f t  le a d  b y  W illia m  Foster. This overlooks th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  c e n te r  re fo rm  fo rc e s  

w h o  a d v o c a te d  b u ild in g  a  m ass so c ia lis t p a r ty  b as ed  on a  M a rx is t  analysis o f  US conditions. This 

c o n s titu te d  th e  m a jo r ity  a t  th e  1 6 th C onvention . The fo llo w in g  a rtic le  uncovers th is  h is to ry  by  

exp lo rin g  an  exc h an g e  o f  p rev io u s ly  u n p u b lish ed  le tte rs  a n d  in te rv ie w s  b e tw e e n  th e  n a tio n a l  

lead ers  o f  th e  c e n te r  trend .

In 1 9 5 7  th e  C o m m u n is t P a rty  (CPUSA) he ld  its 16 th N a tio n a l C o n ven tio n  in w h a t  c o n s titu te d  a 

p ivo ta l p o in t in its h istory . T h e  P arty 's  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  A m e ric a n  soc iety , its v ie w  o f  th e  w o rld  

and  its o w n  m ission and s tru c tu re  w e re  b e in g  d e b a te d . Thousand s o f  m e m b e rs  w e re  pushing  

fo r  a fu n d a m e n ta l re o r ie n ta tio n . E m erg ing  fro m  th e  M c C a rth y  Era, h it by th e  K hrushchev  

re v e la tio n s  on  S ta lin  and  its o w n  d im in ish e d  n u m b e rs , th e  p a rty  w as  a shaken o rg a n iza tio n  

search in g  fo r  answ ers .

This p e rio d  is o fte n  ch a ra c te rize d  as a b a tt le  b e tw e e n  Johnny G ates  re p re s e n tin g  th e  rig h t and  

W illia m  Z. F o s ter re p re s e n tin g  th e  le ft. Ig n o red  is th e  large m id d le  g ro u n d  w h e re  m ost 

m e m b e rs  res id ed . Ins ide th e  N a tio n a l E xecutive  C o m m itte e  (NEC) Fred Fine and  Sid S te in  w e re  

th o s e  m ost c losely  id e n tif ie d  w ith  w h a t  Joseph S taro b in  called  th e  " re -e x a m in a tio n is t m a jo r ity ."  

(S ta ro b in , p. 2 2 7 ) In E d w ard  Jo h an n in g sm e ie r's  b io g rap h y  o f  Foster he w rite s  w ith  th e  

res ig n atio n  o f  G ates  "Foster's  v ic to ry  o v e r th e  fo u n t  o f  re fo rm is t 'ta lk ' w as c o m p le te ."  

(Jo h n an n in g sm eier, p. 3 4 5 ) M a u r ic e  Isserm an also fa ils  to  d istinguish b e tw e e n  th e  rig h t and  

re fo rm  c e n te r , h e  w rite s  th a t ,

G ates  d id  lit t le  to  o rg an ize  a fa c tio n  to  co n so lid a te  his s y m p a th ize rs ...w h o  

In c lu d ed  th e  m o st a rtic u la te , e x p e rie n c e d , and  ta le n te d  p o litica l o rgan izers  in 

th e  C o m m u n is t P arty ...b y  e a rly  1 9 5 7  th e y  lost th e  in it ia tiv e  to  Foster, and  by  

th e  en d  o f  th e  y e a r  w e re  dec is ive ly  d e fe a te d . (Is s e re m a n , p. 2 5 )
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Isserm an ignores th e  on g o in g  s trugg le  fo r  re fo rm  th a t  w e n t  w e ll in to  1 9 5 8  an d  th a t  m o st o f  

th e s e  " ta le n te d  o rg an izers" w e re  h a rd ly  "sym p ath ize rs"  w ith  G ates. H o w a rd  Fast is a n o th e r  

w h o  describes th e  strugg le  as a G a te s /F o s te r  s h o w d o w n . (Fast, p. 3 4 5 )

B ut th o s e  in tim a te ly  invo lved  have  a d if fe re n t  v ie w p o in t. D o ro th y  H e a ly  notes ,

G ates ' p ro m in e n c e ...g a v e  th o s e  o u ts id e  o bservers  th e  m is lea d in g  ideas th a t  

H e w as  th e  u n d isp u te d  leaders  o f  all th e  fo rces  fa v o rin g  change... b u t o u ts id e  

N e w  York and  a fe w  o th e r  p laces th e  'G a tes  fa c tio n ' w as a m y th ."  (H ea ly , p. 16 0 )

Even th e  FBI recog n ized  th a t  Fine and  S tein  w e re  n o t p a rt o f  th e  rig h t. A m o n g  th e  e ffo rts  o f  th e  

c o u n te rin te llig e n c e  p ro g ram  to  d is ru p t th e  P arty  th e y  fo cu sed  a tte n tio n  on Fine n o ting ,

T h e re  is an o p p o rtu n ity  to  fu r th e r  th e  fra c tio n a l d is ru p tio n  w ith in  th e  P arty . A lack o f  

funds, th e  re a c tiv a tio n  o f P a rty  lead ers  re c e n tly  re leased  fro m  prison and  th e  Fred F ine- 

(b lan k) p lan  to  re m o v e  fro m  le a d ersh ip  th e  s trong  le ft-w in g  and r ig h t-w in g  groups  

fu rn ish  th e  basis fo r  th is . ( 1 0 /1 4 /5 7  FBI)

P re p arin g  th re e  le tte rs  po ising  as d isg ru n tle  CP m e m b e rs  th e  FBI ta rg e te d  th e  NEC m e e tin g  o f  

O c to b e r  2 3 -2 4  1 9 5 7 . O n e  le t te r  w as  sen t to  Bob T h o m p so n  and  a n o th e r  to  b o th  C laude  

L ig h tfo o t and  Ben D a v is .1

This b r ie f  b u t decisive b a tt le  fo r  th e  soul o f  A m e ric a n  c o m m u n is m  can be b e t te r  u n d e rs to o d  

th ro u g h  th e  exchange o f  le tte rs  w r it te n  by th e  m o st ac tive  lead ers  o f  th e  re fo rm  cam p . T he  

h e a t o f  b a tt le  and  p erso n a l to ll e x tra c te d  a re  re v e a le d  in 1 7 0  le tte rs  to  and fro m  Fred Fine  

b e tw e e n  S e p te m b e r  2 7 ,1 9 5 7  and  D e c e m b e r 5 ,1 9 5 9 .  T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  co rre s p o n d e n c e  includes  

Sid S te in , S teve  N elson , Carl Ross, D o ro th y  H ealy , E lizabeth  G u rle y  Flynn and S im on G erson . 2 

Fine w as  c o rresp o n d in g  w ith  2 0  plus ind iv id ua ls , all v e te ra n s  and  n a tio n a l lead ers , ac tin g  as an 

"u n o ffic ia l s w itc h b o a rd ...fo r  th o s e  w h o  have  le ft  th e  p a rty  and th o se  w h o  re m a in  b u t re fu se  to  

c o n fo rm ."  ( 9 /4 /5 8 ,  F ine) S o m e  o f th e s e  le tte rs  w e re  c ircu la te d  a m o n g  groups o f  sup p o rte rs ; 

o th e rs  w e re  in s tric t co n fid en c e  w ith  in s tru c tio n s  n o t to  le t o th e rs  read  th e m . These le tte rs  

o ffe r  us a u n iq u e  insight in to  th e  th in k in g , p o litica l s tra te g y , fru s tra tio n s , a n g e r and

1 In  p a r t  o n e  re a d s , " S u r e , w e  a ll k n o w  t h e  e x t r e m e s  o f  G a te s  a n d  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  F o s te r  h a v e  h u r t  o u r  P a r ty , b u t  

m o r e  v ic io u s  in  s c o p e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  b o r in g  f r o m  w i t h in  o f  S te in  a n d  F in e , F in e  a n d  S te in . I t  h a s  b e e n  a  le s s o n  f o r  a ll 

o f  us h o w  th e s e  a n t i-S o v ie ts  a r e  a b le  to  c o n t r o l  a n d  d ir e c t  o u r  o r g a n iz a t io n . . .C la u d e  d o  n o t  le t  t h e m  u s e  y o u  f o r  

t h e i r  s e lf is h  e n d s ."

2 T h e s e  le t t e r s  a r e  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ,  m a n y  o t h e r  d o c u m e n ts  f r o m  F in e 's  l i fe  a r e  k e p t  a t  t h e  C h ic a g o  

H is to r ic a l M u s e u m . F in e  h a d  b e e n  N a t io n a l  E x e c u t iv e  S e c r e ta r y ,  N a t io n a l  L a b o r  S e c r e ta r y  a n d  N E C  m e m b e r ;  S te in  

h a d  b e e n  N a t io n a l  L a b o r  S e c r e ta r y  a n d  N E C  m e m b e r ;  N e ls o n  w a s  D is t r ic t  O r g a n iz e r  (D O )  f o r  W e s t e r n  

P e n n s y lv a n ia , m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N a t io n a l  C o m m it t e e  a n d  a n  o f f ic e r  in  t h e  A b r a h a m  L in c o ln  B a t ta l io n ;  Ross w a s  D O  

f o r  M in n e s o t a  a n d  a N C  m e m b e r ;  H e a ly  w a s  D O  f o r  S. C a l i fo r n ia  a n d  a  N C  m e m b e r ;  F ly n n  w a s  a  fa m o u s  v e t e r a n  o f  

e a r ly  la b o r  b a t t le s  a n d  e v e n t u a l ly  c h a ir  o f  t h e  P a r ty ;  G e r s o n  w a s  a  N C  m e m b e r  a n d  P a r ty  s p o k e s p e r s o n .
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d is a p p o in tm e n ts  o f  th e  in n e r P a rty  s trugg le . T h e y  a re  w r it te n  w ith  all th e  e m o tio n  and  h e a t o f  

th e  m o m e n t, u n like  th e  c o o le r h is to ric  re fle c tio n s  o f  a u to b io g ra p h ie s  p e n n e d  y ea rs  la te r. In 

re a d in g  th e m  w e  can u n d e rs ta n d  h is to ry  as a process, a m o v in g  ta rg e t  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ts  ra th e r  

th a n  g rand  schem es o r  in e v ita b ilitie s . H e re  w e  h ave  ra w  h is to ry  in th e  m ak ing  w ith  th o se  

w o rd s  and v iew s  o fte n  fo rg o tte n  o r  s o fte n e d  by re co n s id era tio n s  a f te r  years  pass. M o s t  

im p o rta n tly  th e s e  le tte rs  rees tab lish  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  re fo rm  c e n te r  o u ts id e  th e  s h a d o w  o f  

G ates  e x p an d in g  o u r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  co m p le x  h is to ry  o f  th e  CPUSA.

T h e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n

To p u t th e s e  le tte rs  in to  c o n te x t w e  n ee d  to  firs t re v ie w  th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n  and  th e  d e b a te s  

th a t  w e re  a t th e  h e a rt  o f th e  s trugg le . Essentia lly  th e  P arty  faced  a m u lti- le v e l crisis o v e r  

q u estio n s  o f d e m o c ra cy . This to u c h e d  on th e ir  re la tio n s h ip  to  th e  S o v ie t U n io n , Lenin ist 

con cep ts  o f  th e ir  P a rty  and  th e  possib ility  o f  d e m o c ra tic  change in US society. A lth o u g h  

m e m b e rs  th o u g h t d iffe re n tly  on  each issue th e re  w as  an o v e rd e te rm in a tio n  th a t  c re a te d  a 

c o m m o n  basis o f  critic ism  fo r  th o s e  seek in g  re fo rm .

By 1 9 5 6  th e  P a rty  w as reo rg an iz in g  its e lf as th e  M c C a rth y  p erio d  began  to  ease. Im p o rta n t  

lead ers  w h o  had  b ee n  in ja il o r  u n d e rg ro u n d  w e re  back, a lth o u g h  o th e rs  such as Flynn, 

T h o m p s o n , Gil G re e n , Gus Hall and H e n ry  W in s to n  re m a in e d  in ja il. P a rty  G e n e ra l S e cre ta ry  

E ugene D enn is  p u t P arty  m e m b e rs h ip  b e tw e e n  2 0  to  2 5 ,0 0 0  in Jan uary  1 9 5 7 , d o w n  fro m  

8 0 ,0 0 0  in 1 9 4 5 . ( 1 /3 /5 7 ,  NYT) But th e s e  m e m b e rs  had s tayed  loyal d u rin g  in te n s e  g o v e rn m e n t  

repress ion  re p re s e n tin g  a v e te ra n  and  d e d ic a te d  core . N o n e th e le s s , by 1 9 5 9  a b o u t h a lf  th e  

re m a in in g  m e m b e rs  a b a n d o n e d  th e  P a rty  o v e r  p o litica l d isag ree m e n ts .

In F e b ru ary  1 9 5 7  Fine w as  s en t o u t on  a f iv e -w e e k  tr ip  to  visit e v e ry  d is tric t w e s t o f  P ittsb u rg  to  

ap p ra is e  th e  sta tus  o f  th e  o rg a n iza tio n  and  re o rg a n ize  th e  P arty 's  la b o r w o rk . T h e  P a rty  w as re ­

es tab lish in g  n a tio n a l in d u stria l c o m m itte e s  in e le c trica l, s tee l, a u to , packing  n o n -fe rro u s  m e ta l, 

lu m b e r  and w e s t coast m a r it im e  w ith  a p p o in tm e n ts  o f  specific  liaisons to  th e  N a tio n a l 

C o m m itte e . F ine's  schedu le  ran b e tw e e n  fo u r  to  six da ily  m e e tin g s  w ith  m e m b e rs  a t  e v e ry  level 

o f  th e  o rg a n iza tio n  as w e ll as n o n -P a rty  su p p o rte rs  inc lud ing  H a rry  Bridges and  Paul R obeson. 

S u m m in g  up his tr ip  to  th e  NEC Fine d e ta ile d  e s tim a te d  s ta te -w id e  m e m b e rs h ip  as re p o rte d  by  

D is tric t O rg an izers . Figures a re  as fo llo w s:

O h io  had  7 0 0  m e m b e rs  in 1 9 5 6 , re -re g is tra tio n s  ex p e c te d  to  be 4 5 0  to  6 0 0 ; Illinois  

re p o r te d  close to  1 ,0 0 0  in 1 9 5 6  w ith  6 0 0  to  7 0 0  possib le fo r  1 9 5 7 ; M ic h ig a n  re p o rte d  

4 0 0  ac tiv is t w ith  2 5 0  to  3 5 0  e s tim a te d  fo r  1 9 5 7 ; S o u th e rn  C a lifo rn ia  re p o rte d  1 ,9 8 2  

m e m b e rs  w ith  a 2 0  p e rc e n t a t tr it io n  e s tim a te d  fo r  1 9 5 7 ; N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia  had  

b e tw e e n  6 0 0  to  7 0 0  w ith  a loss o f  4 0  p e rc e n t in San Francisco; and  W a s h in g to n  re p o rt  

2 8 9  d u e s -p ay in g  m e m b e rs , ac tu a lly  up  fro m  1 9 5 5 . ( In te rn a l D o c u m e n t 1 9 5 7 , F ine) in
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a n o th e r  d o c u m e n t d a te d  F eb ru ary  29 , 1 9 5 6  dues p ay ing  m e m b e rs  in N e w  York w e re  p u t  

a t 6 ,1 1 4 . ( In te rn a l D o c u m e n t 1 9 5 6 , F ine)

G iven  th e s e  figu res  co v er th e  largest m e m b e r  c o n c e n tra tio n s  and  n u m b e r  a b o u t 1 1 ,0 0 0  a 

reas o n a b le  e s tim a te  o f  P a rty  m e m b e rs h ip  w o u ld  be  1 5 ,0 0 0  w h e n  w e  inc lude  Pennsylvan ia ,

N e w  Jersey, N e w  England and  o th e r  o u tp o s ts  n o t c o u n te d  in th e  re p o rt. This is s ign ifican tly  

lo w e r  th a n  th e  c ite d  2 0 ,0 0 0 . A d d itio n a lly , an in te rn a l d o c u m e n t fro m  th e  N e w  York S ta te  

C o m m itte e  to  th e  NC in Jan uary  1 9 5 8  re p o rts , "O u r re g is tra tio n  m a y  n o t exceed  o n e -th ird  o f  

th e  e n ro lle d  m e m b e rs h ip  o f  1 9 5 5 -5 6 . ..D ues p a y m e n ts  a re  a t  th e  lo w e s t p o in t in h is to ry ."  

(January  1 9 5 8 , NY S ta te  C o m m itte e ) T h e  FBI p u t m e m b e rs h ip  a t 8 ,5 0 0  in F e b ru ary  1 9 5 7 . (Kihss, 

2 /1 3 /5 7  p. 2 0 )

T h e se  fig u res  in d ica ted  th e  to ll th e  in n e r P a rty  strugg le  w as  tak in g . Th ese  m e m b e rs  w e re  n o t  

leav in g  fro m  fe a r  o f  g o v e rn m e n ta l rep ress ion  b u t by d is a g re e m e n ts  and  con fus ion  o v e r th e  

p a th  fo rw a rd . A th o ro u g h  e x a m in a tio n  o f  po licy  w as  firs t ca lled  fo r th  in re a c tio n  to  

M cC a rth y is m  w h e n  th e  P a rty  had b e e n  fo rc e d  in to  s e lf-d e fe a tin g  iso la tio n . F o s ter p u t fo rw a rd  

an analysis th a t  a rg u ed  fascism  w as  im m in e n t and  w a r  w ith  th e  S o v ie t U n ion  in e v ita b le . 

A lth o u g h  so m e th o u g h t th is  w as  an o v e rre a c tio n , th e  P arty 's  survival s tra te g y  w as  to  send th e ir  

lead ers  u n d e rg ro u n d  th a t  d ras tica lly  lim ite d  th e ir  a b ility  fo r  m ass organ iz ing . (H arris , S&S) W ith  

M cC a rth y is m  in d e c lin e  th e  g re a t sacrifices m a d e  by lead ers  and  activ ists p re c ip ita te d  a 

critic ism  o f  le ft  e rro rs  and  a p ass io n ate  d es ire  to  e x a m in e  th e  re c e n t past. S ince fascism  fa iled  

to  fu lly  d e v e lo p , m a n y  b e lie v e d  th e  P arty  u n d e re s tim a te d  th e  s tren g th  o f  A m e ric a n  d em o c ra cy . 

In d e e d , th e  m o st successful d e fe n s e  o f  S m ith  A ct v ic tim s w as  asserting  th e  Bill o f  Rights, i.e . th e  

f re e d o m  o f  speech , press an d  assem bly  as th e  co re  legal and  p u b lic  s tra te g y . U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  

legal a p p ro ach  used by th e  f irs t g ro u p  o f  in d ic ted  n a tio n a l lead ers  w as an a t te m p t  to  te a c h  th e  

c o u rt th e  t ru e  m e a n in g  o f M a rx is m -L e n in is m . (S o m erv ille )

A d d in g  fire  to  th e  critic ism  w as  K hrushchev's speech a t  th e  2 0 th Congress o f  th e  S o vie t P a rty  on  

th e  crim es o f  S ta lin  and  th e  n e w  policy  o f  p ea ce fu l c o m p e titio n  w ith  cap ita lism . O f  cou rse  th e  

speech  had  an exp los ive  and  d e v a s ta tin g  e ffe c t on  P a rty  m e m b e rs . (D enn is , H ea ly , N e lson , 

S ta ro b in ) T h e  exp o su re  o f  S ta lin  n a tu ra lly  led to  a re e v a lu a tio n  o f th e  P arty 's  u n q u es tio n in g  

lo ya lty  to  th e  S o v ie t U n ion  as w e ll as in n e r P arty  d e m o c ra cy . A t its ro o t fre e d o m  o f  th o u g h t is a 

q u e s tio n  o f  d e m o c ra tic  resp e c t fo r  d iffe re n c e s  b e tw e e n  and  w ith in  p o litica l o rg a n iza tio n s  and  

th e  rig h t to  d issen t w ith o u t  p u n is h m e n t. M o re o v e r , p ea c e fu l c o m p e titio n  s tro n g ly  im p lie d  th e  

possib ilities  o f  a p ea ce fu l tra n s itio n  to  socialism  and th e re fo re  th e  q u es tio n  o f d em o c ra cy  

w ith in  US so c ie ty  w as  en g ag ed  fro m  a n e w  p ersp ec tive . These  cascading critic ism s re s u lte d  in 

d e fin in g  le ft  "d o g m atism  and  d o c tr in a ris m " as th e  " tw in  e n e m ie s "  th e  P arty  n e e d e d  to  

o v e rc o m e . (W e iss , 1 9 5 6 )
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W ith  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  m e m b e rs  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th e ir  h is to ry  in ligh t o f  th e s e  p ro b le m s  th e y  

began  to  also q u e s tio n  Lenin ist m e th o d s  and  o rg a n iza tio n . G ates , Joe C lark, Joseph S taro b in  

and  G eo rg e  C h arn ey3 re p re s e n te d  th e  m ost e x tre m e  pos itio n  on liq u id a tin g  th e  P a rty  and  

q u e s tio n in g  th e  v a lid ity  o f  M a rx is m . T h e  Foster c am p  w e re  lead in g  ad vo cates  fo r  tra d it io n a l  

Len in ist v iew s. But Fine, S te in  and a m a jo r ity  a t th e  16 th C o n ven tio n  sought to  b u ild  a m ass 

socialist o rg a n iza tio n  w ith  o th e r  le ft  fo rces , re je c tin g  th e  P arty 's  s e lf-c o n c e p tio n  as th e  

van g u ard . T h e  idea  o f  a van g u ard  p a rty , d is to rte d  u n d e r th e  supposed  p e rfe c tio n  o f S talin 's  

lead ersh ip , had spread  in te rn a tio n a lly  as c o m m u n is t p a rty 's  d e fin e d  th e m s e lv e s  as (p erh ap s  

n o t p e rfe c t) b u t a lw ays th e  m o st e n lig h te n . C o n s e q u e n tly  re je c tio n  o f  th e  v a n g u ard  m o d e l w as  

linked  to  d e m o c ra tic  re la tio n s  b e tw e e n  p arties  w ith  im p lica tio n s  fo r  a p lu ra lis tic  m u lti-p a rty  

socialist soc iety . O n e  person  and  o n e  p a rty  ru le  w e re  b e in g  re je c te d  by th e  se lf-critica l 

e x a m in a tio n  b e in g  m a d e  by th o u sa n d s  o f  A m erican  C om m un ists .

Even so it w as  a lo n g  th e  lines o f  Len in ist s tru c tu re , d isc ip line  and w o rk  h ab its  th a t  th e  Foster  

cam p  m a d e  th e ir  s tand . This had  s tro n g  ap p ea l to  m a n y  ran k  and  file  m e m b e rs  w h o  as Fine  

n o tes , "had  k n o w  fo r  10 , 2 0  o r  3 0  years  o f  th e ir  life  a c e rta in  life  s ty le  o f  w o rk  w h ic h  th e y  

a d h e re d  to  and  w h ic h  th e y  th o u g h t in th e  m o st fu n d a m e n ta l w a y  w as  th e  a n s w e r."  Loyalty  to  

th e  Soviets w as  a second p rinc ipa l o f  th e  F o s ter fo rces w h e re , " th e  fa in te s t w h is p e r o f  

q u e s tio n in g  th e  S o vie t U n io n  as th e  fo u n ta in h e a d  o f  socialism  w as h earsay  and  tre a s o n ."  

(H arris , in te rv ie w , 1 9 9 2 ) Fine c o m m e n ts  th a t  Foster and o thers ,

Fou ght w ith  all th e  p o w e r  a t th e ir  c o m m a n d , n o t o n ly  in language , b u t fo r  co n tro l o f  

c o m m itte e s . T h e y  used th e  fa c t th a t  th e  G ates  fo rces  w e re  an ti-so c ia lis t and  a n ti-p a rty  

to  an a d v a n ta g e . (H arris , in te rv ie w , 1 9 9 2 )

T h e  re la tio n s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  F in e /S te in  re fo rm e rs  and  th e  G ates fa c tio n  need s  som e  

c la rifica tio n  because th e y  shared  m a n y  o f  th e  sam e critic ism s o f th e  Party 's  e rro rs  and  th e  

su b serv ien t re la tio n s h ip  to  th e  S o vie t p a rty . This a llo w e d  th e m  to  o b ta in  a m a jo r ity  on th e  

c o m m itte e 's  p re p a rin g  fo r  th e  16 th C o n ven tio n  and  led th e  p a rty 's  le ft  to  see th e m  as o n e  

rev is ion is t g ro u p in g . B ut th e ir  d iffe re n c e s  e m e rg e d  o v e r h o w  to  c o rre c t th e  e rro rs  and  m o ve  

fo rw a rd . T h e  F in e /S te in  g ro u p  still h o p ed  to  bu ild  a re n e w e d  socialist m o v e m e n t and  b e lieved  

th e  P a rty  w as th e  bes t ve h ic le  to  lead  th e  re o rg a n iza tio n  o f  th e  A m e ric a n  le ft . G ates , C lark and  

th e ir  s y m p a th ize rs  n o t o n ly  w e re  re a d y  to  re je c t th e  Party  b u t also M a rx is m  and  rep lace  

socialist ideas w ith  libe ra lism  and  social dem o cracy .

Fine's  c h a ra c te riza tio n  o f  th e  c e n te r  fo rc e  show s a sharp  d e m a rc a tio n  w ith  th e  rig h t. As he  

o b s erved ,

3 G a te s  w a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  D a i ly  W o r k e r ,  N E C  m e m b e r  a n d  v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  L in c o ln  B a t ta l io n ;  C la rk  w a s  f o r e ig n  e d i to r ,  

C h a r n e y  w a s  h e a d  o f  t h e  P a r ty  in  N Y  a n d  S ta r o b in  h a d  a ls o  s e rv e d  a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  D a i ly  W o r k e r .  G a te s  w a s  in  

p r is o n  f r o m  7 / 2 / 5 1  t o  3 / 1 / 5 5 .
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T h e y  w e re  v e ry  m uch  C o m m un ists . T h e re  w e re  v e ry  m uch  fo r  k e e p in g  som e  

o rg a n iza tio n  th a t  w o u ld  aggressively p ro se ly tize  fo r  a socialist A m erica . But th e y  had  

serious q u estio n s  a b o u t d e m o c ra tic  c e n tra lis m , a b o u t th e  in flu e n c e  th e  S o vie t P a rty  had  

on A m e ric a n  po lic ies and  serious reserva tio n s  a b o u t th e  s tru c tu re  and  sty le  o f  w o rk . 

(H arris , in te rv ie w , 1 9 9 2 )

In fa c t, th e  c e n te r  w as  lo ok ing  a t th e  e m e rg in g  tre n d s  o f  E u ro co m m u n ism  in Ita ly  and France as 

th e  g en era l d ire c tio n  th e y  w ish ed  to  m o ve .

This c o n v e n tio n  w as  th e  m o st o p e n  e v e r held  by th e  P a rty  and  w as a tte n d e d  by 2 9 8  d e leg a tes  

fro m  3 4  s tates. Jessica M it fo rd  gives a s tirrin g  acco u n t o f  th e  a tm o s p h e re  lead in g  up to  th e  

c o n v e n tio n .

T h e  o ffic ia lly  lau n ch ed  Discussions w e re  u n p re c e d e n te d  in scope, and  in la titu d e  n o t 

o n ly  p e rm itte d  b u t p o s itive ly  en c o u rag ed  by th e  shaken le a d e rs h ip ...F o r th e  firs t t im e  in 

m y P a rty  e x p e rie n c e , o n e  cou ld  rea lly  express w ith o u t  fe a r  o f  expu ls ion  an y  and  all 

critic ism s o f  policy. M ass ive  Discussion B u lle tins  w e re  issued by th e  N a tio n a l and  S ta te  

c o m m itte e s , s u p p le m e n te d  by co u n ty , sec tion  and  club m e m o ra n d a ...!  fo u n d  th e  

Discussion a ll-ab so rb in g , p ro m is in g  as th e y  d id  a n e w  d a w n  fo r  an ind igenous, 

A m e ric a n -s ty le  re v o lu tio n a ry  m o v e m e n t led by th e  P arty , en d in g  o u r fa ir ly  obv ious  

th ra lld o m  to  th e  S o vie t U n io n . T h e re  w as an exc itin g  m o o d  in th e  a ir o f  u n tra m m e le d ,  

critica l re e x a m in a tio n  o f  p re c o n cep tio n s . (M it fo rd , pages 2 5 7 -5 8 )

R e fo rm ers  d o m in a te d  th e  C o n v en tio n 's  m ost im p o rta n t c o m m itte e s  an d  s u b c o m m itte e s . For 

e x a m p le , th e  R eso lu tion  C o m m itte e  w as co -ch a ired  by S te in  and Jackson w ith  H e a ly  as 

sec re ta ry ; th e  C o n s titu tio n  C o m m itte e  w as ch a ired  by Fine w ith  its s u b c o m m itte e s  h e a d e d  by  

his allies O le ta  Y ates, Louis Tod d  and  Carl Ross. A d d itio n a lly , th e  o th e r  fo u r  m a jo r  c o m m itte e s  

w e re  ch a ired  by re fo rm e rs  G eo rg e  W a t t ,  G erson , N e lson  and  G ates. (1 9 5 7 , CPUSA) But n o t  

e v e ry o n e  w e lc o m e d  th e  en th u s ias m  fo r  change. B attles  a t th e  co n v e n tio n  lead  to  co m p ro m ises  

th a t  lacked a decisive w in  fo r  th e  re fo rm e rs . As Fine exp la ins,

N o  o n e  ind iv id ua l o r  g roup  w as  in a p o s itio n  to  c o n tro l th e  co n v e n tio n . W h ic h  also  

re fle c te d  its e lf in th e  su b seq u e n t lead ersh ip  th a t  e m e rg e d  fro m  th e  congress...A t th e  

sam e  t im e  th e  F in e /S te in  g ro u p  in c o a litio n  on som e o f  th e s e  m a tte rs  w ith  D enn is  and  

his s u p p o rte r...! m yse lf, and  I recall th is  v iv id ly , le ft  th e  co n v e n tio n  fa r  fro m  e u p h o ric —  

given th e  n a tu re  o f  th e  d e b a te  w ith  th e  Foster fa c tio n , g iven  th e  in te rn a l d e b a te  w ith in  

th e  co a litio n s , w h ic h  w e re  ric k e ty  a t best, and  th e  co m p ro m ises  th a t  had to  be m a d e  

w h ich  w e re  m uch  m o re  th a n  I and  Sid S te in  and S teve  N elson  and  p e o p le  w a n te d  to  

give. B ut w e  n e e d e d  th e s e  c o m p ro m ises  to  d e fe a t th e  Foster p os itio n . K now ing  th a t  

G ates  and  his fo rces  w e e  n o t p a rt o f  th e  tw o -th ird s , exc ep t on a fe w  occasions, and
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w e re  a b o u t to  leave  th e  P a rty  and d id n 't  even  w a n t th a t  survival o f  th e  P arty , w e  d id n 't  

have  m uch  co n fid e n c e . (H arris , in te rv ie w , 1 9 9 2 )

A lth o u g h  Fine fe lt ,  " th e  m o st v itr io lic , un fo rg iv in g , no m id d le  g ro u n d , b it te r  d e b a te s  w e re  w ith  

th e  C lark and  G ates  g ro u p ,"  it w as Foster and  th e  le ft  w h o  w e re  bes t o rg an ized . As Fine re la te s ,

Foster and  o th e rs  w e re  v e te ra n s  o f  m an y  fa c tio n a l struggles lead in g  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  

th e  P arty , th e n  struggles aga ins t th e  T ro tsky ites  and la te r  aga ins t th e  Lovesto n e ites  

...th en  th e re  w e re  sm a lle r struggles d u rin g  th e  G e rm a n  S o vie t pac t and d u rin g  th e  S o vie t 

sh o w  tria ls . A t th a t  t im e  th e  Foster line  d o m in a te d  th e  P a rty ...w ith  g re a t so p h is ticatio n  

o f  in te rn a l o rg a n iza tio n ."  As fo r  th e  re fo rm e rs  Fine observes, " W e  had th e  m a jo r ity  

going in to  th e  c o n v e n tio n ...b u t th e re  w as  a huge v a r ie ty  o f  te n d e n c ie s  -  by ind iv id ua ls , 

n o t o rg an ized  groups. A nd w e  w e re  c o n s ta n tly  shap in g  and resh ap in g  co a litio n s  inside  

th e  P arty ."  (H arris , in te rv ie w  1 9 9 2 )

Foster's  o w n  e v a lu a tio n  o f  th e  c o n v e n tio n  is a c o n tra d ic to ry  s ta te m e n t, a t once c la im in g  v ic to ry  

y e t an g ry  o v e r rig h t in flu e n c e .4 H e c h a ra c te rizes  th e  m e e tin g  as, "G e n e ra lly  a L e ft-C e n te r  

c o n v e n tio n "  in w h ich  'T h e  R ight rece ived  a serious setb ack ."  Y e t it's  c le a r th a t  Foster w as  read y  

to  m o v e  aga ins t th e  right. In discussing th e  co n v e n tio n  in an in te rn a l d o c u m e n t he goes on to  

say,

It is d o u b tfu l if an y  o th e r  P a rty  in th e  h is to ry  o f th e  w o rld  C o m m u n is t m o v e m e n t has 

la m b a s te d  its e lf so m erc iless ly ...it raged  on in its e x tre m e s  w ith o u t  an y  check  

w h a ts o e v e r. T h e  g en era l e ffe c t upon  th e  P arty  and th e  m e m b e rs h ip  w as a lm o st  

c a tas tro p h ic . T h e  leaders  o f  th e  P arty  w e re  m a d e  to  look like b lu n d e rh e a d s  w ith o u t  a 

tra c e  o f  p o litica l sense...R ea liz ing  th e  d a m a g e  th a t  th is  gross e x a g g era tio n  o f  e rro rs  w as  

do in g  n u m e ro u s  co m rad e s  tr ie d  to  p u t a b rake  upo n  it and  to  establish a P arty  critic ism  

m o re  in line  w ith  re a lity . But in th e s e  e ffo rts  th e y  had  v e ry  lit t le  success ...docum ents  o f  

th e  co n v e n tio n  re m a in  ta in te d  w ith  th e  d is to rte d  and  u n b rid led  critic ism ...Th is  s itu a tio n  

also re p re s e n ts  a serious u n fin ished  task  o f  th e  C o n v e n tio n . (F oster, 9 - /2 /5 7 )

T h e  Post C o n ven tio n  S truggle

In th e  a fte rm a th  o f  th e  co n v e n tio n  th e  ro le  o f  E ugene D enn is  w as p erh ap s  key  to  th e  e v e n tu a l 

v ic to ry  o f  Foster and  th e  le ft . D enn is  w as in a pos itio n  to  estab lish  an a lliance  w ith  th e  

re fo rm e rs  o r  th e  le ft, and  m an y  in th e  c e n te r  v ie w e d  h im  as th e ir  le a d e r. N e lson  w rite s  th a t  

d u rin g  th e  c o n v e n tio n  th e  re fo rm e rs  "caucused , search in g  fo r  s o m e o n e  o f s ta tu re  to  rep lace

4 In  t h e  e le c t io n s  f o r  t h e  N C  t h r e e  B la c k  c a n d id a te s ,  C h a r le n e  A le x a n d e r  ( 2 1 0 ) ,  L ig h t fo o t  ( 2 0 1 )  a n d  J a c k s o n  ( 1 8 6 )  

g o t  t h e  h ig h e s t  v o t e  to ta ls .  T h is  w a s  f o l lo w e d  b y  H e a ly  w i t h  1 7 6 ,  D a v is  1 7 4 ,  D e n n is  1 7 4 ,  a n d  F o s te r  a t  1 7 2 .  A  b it  

lo w e r  w e r e  W in t e r  w i t h  1 4 3 ,  F in e  1 4 1 ,  R oss 1 3 6 ,  R ic h m o n d  1 3 4  a n d  S te in  w i t h  1 2 9 .  G a te s  r e c e iv e d  1 2 9  a n d  

C h a r n e y  w a s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  th o s e  e le c t e d  w i t h  1 1 5 .  (K ih s s , 2 / 1 3 / 5 7 )
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F o s ter."  Both N e lson  and  Bill S c h n e id erm an  d e c lin e d .5 N e lson  n o tes , "T h e  logical cho ice  w o u ld  

h av e  b ee n  D enn is , b u t he had  v a c illa te d  so m uch  o v e r  th e  past fe w  m o n th s  th a t  m o st p e o p le  

fe lt  he  w as no  lo n g e r re lia b le ."  (N e lso n , p. 3 9 3 )  H e a ly  had s im ila r ob serva tio n s ,

D enn is  cou ld  have  d o n e  th e  m o st to  ho ld  th e  P arty  to g e th e r— he had b eg un  th e  y e a r  by  

play ing  a bo ld  and  in n o v a tiv e  ro le . H e  occup ied  a m id d le  g ro u n d  b e tw e e n  th e  e x tre m e s  

re p re s e n te d  by F o s ter and  G a te s ...It  is, in th e o ry , possib le to  ho ld  th e  m id d le  g ro u n d  

decisively; o n e  can p lay  an h o n o ra b le  ro le  as a c o m p ro m is e r and  co n c ilia to r and  avo id  

th e  onus o f  b e in g  a v a c illa to r. D enn is , u n fo rtu n a te ly  fo r  us, w as  u n a b le  to  pull it o ff. 

(H e a ly  p. 15 8 )

C o m m e n tin g  on D enn is ' ro le  Fine says,

D enn is ' cynical c o m p ro m ises  w ith  F o s ter w e re  a long  w a y  fro m  th e  m easu re s  necessary  

to  re v ita lize  th e  P arty ...In  th e  C en tra l C o m m itte e  w h ic h  ca m e  o u t o f  th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n  

th e re  w as a coa lescence o f  th e  F in e /S te in  fo rces , and  o f  cou rse  w e  had  Foster an d  his 

g ro u p  because w e  w e re  still m ak in g  an  a t te m p t  to  b e c o m e  a u n ite d  P arty . G e n e  w e n t  

o v e r so c learly  to  th e  Foster fo rces  on  m o st q u estions  th a t  w h e n e v e r  a v o te  ex is ted  on  

th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n  w e  w e re  b e c o m in g  rap id ly  ex tin g u ish ed . (H arris , in te rv ie w , 1 9 9 2 )

U n d e r  th e  shock o f  th e  K hrushchev re v e la tio n s  D enn is  h e lp e d  to  lead  th e  re e x a m in a tio n  o f  

P a rty  policy. B u t p e rh ap s  th e  key issue th a t  u lt im a te ly  s e p a ra te d  D enn is  fro m  th e  re fo rm e rs  

w a s  in d e p e n d e n c e  fro m  th e  S o vie t U n io n . D enn is  had  lived  and  w o rk e d  in M o s c o w  as a 

re p re s e n ta tiv e  o f  th e  C o m in te rn  an d  h e  and  his w ife  le ft  th e ir  yo u n g  son in th e  USSR w h e n  th e y  

re tu rn e d  to  th e  US. T h e ir  son g re w  up as a P a rty  fu n c tio n a ry  and it w as  19  years  b e fo re  th e y  

saw  h im  again . G iven  th e s e  c ircu m stan ces  it should  be no  surprise  th a t  D enn is  m o v e d  to w a rd s  

th e  F o s ter cam p  w h ic h  held  o n to  tra d it io n a l v iew s  o f S o vie t loya lty .

F rom  th e  p o in t-o f-v ie w  o f  D enn is  he w as try in g  to  fig h t b o th  le ft  an d  rig h t e rro rs . Peggy D enn is  

d e fe n d s  him  in th e  fo llo w in g  m a n n e r,

From  th e  beg in n in g  in 1 9 5 6  G e n e  had  chosen a d iffic u lt ro le  fo r  h im s e lf...H e  w o rk e d  to  

iso la te  th e  e x tre m e s  o f  b o th  th e  rev is ion is t R ight an d  th e  d o c tr in a ire  Left. H e  sou ght to  

c o n so lid a te  th e  b es t e le m e n ts  in flu e n c e d  by b o th  e x tre m e s  in to  a m a jo r ity  u n ity  

essen tia l to  P arty  ac tiv ity . Th ese  goals, so c le a r to  h im , w e re  n o t u n d e rs to o d  in th e  h e a t  

o f  b a ttle . (D enn is , p. 2 3 5 )

T h e  ap p ro ach  ta k e n  by D enn is  w o n  o v e r im p o rta n t cen tris ts  u n w illin g  to  b re a k  w ith  th e  Party. 

W h e n  Ben Davis tr ie d  to  exp e l H ea ly , L ig h tfo o t, Carl W in te r  and  M ic k e y  Lim a, D enn is  s to p p e d

5 D e n n is  b e c a m e  G e n e r a l  S e c r e ta r y  in  1 9 4 5  b u t  w a s  ja i le d  f r o m  7 / 2 / 5 1  t o  3 / 1 / 5 5 .  S c h n e id e r m a n  a n d  F in e  w e r e  

b r o u g h t  t o  N Y  t o  r u n  t h e  n a t io n a l  o f f ic e , a n d  S c h n e id e r m a n  h a d  b e e n  D O  o f  N o r t h e r n  C a l ifo r n ia .
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th e  p u rg e  and  n o m in a te d  W in te r  and  L ig h tfo o t fo r  th e  NEC.6 Such acts h e lp e d  c o n so lid a te  a 

le f t /c e n te r  a llian ce  and  u n d e rc u t th e  fa d in g  F in e /S te in  cam p .

T h e  Letters

Fine's  co rre s p o n d e n c e  begins w ith  Louise L a m b e rt, a close fr ie n d  w h o  had b ee n  invo lved  in th e  

u n d e rg ro u n d .7 A t th is  p o in t his g rave  con cerns  a re  focused  on  th e  rig h t. H e w rite s ,

T h e re  have  b ee n  a n u m b e r  o f n e w  in c id e n ts — v io le n t, d isgusting  and d iscou rag in gw h ich  

m akes  it d iffic u lt to  fig h t th e  sp rea d in g  m o o d  o f d ep ress ion  an d  d e fe a tis m ...T h e  last 

m e e tin g  o f  th e  N A C8 b ro ke  up w ith  v io le n t exchanges, charges and  c o u n te r  charges. This  

has b e c o m e  o u r s te a d y  d ie t...G e n e 's  ro le  has on th e  w h o le  b ee n  co n stru c tive  (an d ) I 

have had  occasion to  te ll Johnny and  Lil (G ates) an d  G eo rg e  (C h arn ey) th a t  th e y  m ust 

re a lize  th a t  th e  c o n v e n tio n  closed a c e rta in  c h a p te r  and  a n e w  phase has o p e n e d . 

N o rth in g  can n o w  be said in d e fen s e  o f  a c o n tin u a tio n  o f  fa c tio n a l m e th o d s .

Fac tiona lism  n o w  can on ly  b e  ru inous o f  e v e ry th in g  w e  seek. ( 4 /9 /5 7 ,  Fine)

A m o n th  la te r  Fine w rite s  L a m b e rt a riv e tin g  acco u n t o f  th e  M a y  1 9 5 7  m e e tin g  o f th e  n e w ly  

e le c te d  NEC.

T h e  E xecutive  its e lf is n o t a bad  o n e  and  ac tu a lly  re flec ts  th e  re la tio n  o f  fo rces  fa ir ly  

a cc u ra te ly . But th e  shock o f  Foster's  d e fe a t  in th e  s ec re t b a llo tin g , and  o f  Sid, to o  -  b u t  

in a less d ra m a tic  sense. S tach e l's  q u ive rin g  u n d erlip  as he fo u g h t fo r  co n tro l w h ile  

m akin g  th e  m o tio n  to  inc lude  th e m  b o th  on th e  NEC regard less , and  his tre m b lin g  vo ice  

cho ked  w ith  e m o tio n  w h e n  he  - th e  o ld e s t co lleag u e  in te rm s  o f  service in th e  sam e  

harness -  n o m in a te d  Bill as th e  C h a irm an  E m eritus; Foster's  te a rs  -  it's  q u ite  an  

e x p e rie n c e  to  see th is  to u g h  v e te ra n 's  vo ice  b re a k  as he figh ts  a losing b a tt le  to  hold  

back te a rs ; th e  d e e p  sense o f  fru s tra tio n , g lo o m , nervo us  and  physical exh au stio n  th a t  

p e rv a d e d  e v e ry b o d y  d u rin g  th e  fo rc e d  recess ...the  in te rp la y  o f  p e tty  p erso n a l a m b itio n s  

w ith  s tro n g  p o litica l an im os ities ; th e  in ju re d  van itie s  and th e  th ro b b in g  w o u n d s  o f  th e  

d iscard e d — Louise, it w as  re a lly  a sm all he ll. ( 5 /1 /5 7 ,  F ine)

T h e  m e e tin g  strugg led  to  e le c t th e ir  lead in g  o fficers . IN a fo u r  w a y  race  Fine lost to  D enn is  fo r  

G e n e ra l S e c re ta ry  b u t th e n  w as  n o m in a te d  as Labor S ecre ta ry . F ine describes a fiv e  w a y  sp lit,

6 L ig h t fo o t  w a s  D O  o f  I l l in o is , W i n t e r  D O  o f  M ic h ig a n ,  L im a  D O  o f  N . C a l ifo r n ia  r e p la c in g  S c h n e id e r m a n . A ll w e r e  N C  

m e m b e r s .  D a v is  w a s  a  N E C  m e m b e r  a n d  e le c t e d  t o  t h e  N Y  c ity  c o u n c il f r o m  H a r le m .

7 F in e  a n d  S te in  w e r e  o n  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  N Y  t o  C h ic a g o  w h e n  t h e  FBI a r r e s t e d  t h e  s e c o n d  s tr in g  n a t io n a l  le a d e r s h ip  

in  a  n ig h t  r a id .  W a lk in g  in t o  a  M ic h ig a n  C ity  d r u g  s to r e  t h e  fo l lo w in g  m o r n in g  F in e  s a w  h is  p h o t o  o n  th e  

n e w s p a p e r 's  f r o n t  p a g e  w i t h  t h e  h e a d l in e ,  "F B I S e e k s  M is s in g  R e d s ."  S te in  a n d  F in e  im m e d ia t e ly  e n t e r e d  t h e  

u n d e r g r o u n d  a n d  w e r e  p u t  o n  t h e  F B I's  T e n  M o s t  W a n t e d  lis t.

8 T h e  N a t io n a l  A d m in is t r a t iv e  C o m m it t e e  w a s  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  t h e  N a t io n a l  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m it t e e  a n d  re s p o n s ib le  fo r  

t h e  d a y  t o  d a y  o p e r a t io n  o f  t h e  P a r ty .
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An u ltra - le ft;  th e  le ft-sec ta ria n s ; th e  le ft-o f-c e n te r , th e  r ig h t-o f-c e n te r  and  th e  right. 

T h e y  a re  all p re tty  w e ll c rys ta llized ...T h e  le ft -o f-c e n te r  and  th e  r ig h t-o f-c e n te r  g roups  

are  th e  m a jo r ity  b e tw e e n  th e m . On m o st issues th e y  a re  so close th e y  to u c h , BUT -  h e re  

is th e  im p o rta n t  d iffe re n c e  -  it is th e ir  beh in d s  th a t  to u c h  fo r  th e y  face  in o p p o s ite  

d ire c tio n s .9 (ib id )

In la te  1 9 5 7  Fine still fe lt  cau tio u s ly  o p tim is tic  a b o u t m o v in g  polic ies fo rw a rd . W r it in g  to  Stein  

sh o rtly  a f te r  th e  NEC10 m e e tin g  in S e p te m b e r  he  states,

I'm  p lease  to  see  th a t  a m o n g  so m e o f  th e  p e o p le  on  th e  D aily  W o rk e r , and  eve n  w ith  

Johnny th e e  is a fe e lin g  th a t  progress is b e in g  m a d e ...T h e re  w as  a large m e a s u re  o f  u n ity  

in th e  m e e tin g ; h o w e v e r, I fe lt  th a t  so m e o f  th e  rea l q uestions  b e fo re  th e  P arty  w e re  

n o t b e in g  fu lly  and  fra n k ly  fa ced  up  to . N e v e rth e le ss , I th in k  th a t  lit t le  by litt le , and  on  

th e  basis o f  th e  issue by issue and  in th e  cruc ib le  o f  n e w  exp e rie n c e s  as p e o p le  g e t to  

th e  tasks in han d , th a t  th e  P arty  h e re  w ill m o ve  in a g e n e ra lly  fru it fu l d ire c tio n .

(9 /2 4 /5 7 ,  F ine)

S te in , also on  th e  NEC, a g ree d  w ith  Fine's assessm ent. H e w rite s ,

N o w  a b o u t th e  a f te rm a th  o f  th e  NEC m e e tin g . T h e  reac tio n  has b ee n  m uch  b e t te r  th a n  I 

e x p e c te d . Even Jo h n n ie  show s so m e resp e c t fo r  it. H ave  spo ken  b e fo re  th e  d is trib u tiv e  

reg iona l c o m m itte e  and  to ld  th e m  p re tty  m uch  in d e ta il w h a t  h a p p e n e d  and  it m a d e  a 

rea l im p ress ion  on th e m . Especially th e  idea  th a t  th e re  is n o w  a m a jo r ity  th a t  is fig h tin g  

fo r  a d e fin ite  line  o f  po licy and  w ill n o t be s id e tracked  by such issues as Clark, (u n d a te d ,  

S te in )

D u rin g  th is  t im e  a n u m b e r  o f m e e tin g s  had beg un  w ith  o th e r  socialists in acco rd an ce  w ith  th e  

16th C o n ven tio n . In M a rc h  a sym p o s iu m  w as  h e ld  on  "T h e  R e la tio n sh ip  B e tw e e n  Socialism  and  

D em o cracy"  a t th e  U n ive rs ity  o f  C hicago fe a tu r in g  M a x  W eiss  th e  P arty 's  N a tio n a l E d ucatio na l 

D ire c to r, M u lfo rd  S ib ley o f  th e  Socialist P a rty  and  M a x  S ch ach tm an  o f  th e  In d e p e n d e n t Socialist 

League. ( 3 /2 7 /5 7 ,  Chicago T r ib u n e ) Also in M a rc h  in Los A ngeles a t  th e  Em bassy A u d ito r iu m  

u n d e r th e  t it le ,  "Is T h e re  a F u tu re  fo r  A m e ric a n  Socia lism " H ealy , V in c e n t H a llin an , B ert 

C o chran , Carl M a rz a n i an d  R euben  B orough a p p e a re d  to g e th e r . L a te r in S e p te m b e r , Fine  

re p o rts  on e ffo rts  to  c re a te  th e  A m e ric a n  F o ru m , a p la tfo rm  fo r  p r iv a te  and pub lic  discussions

9 A m o n g  le a d e r s  id e n t i f ie d  w i t h  th e s e  g r o u p s  w e r e :  t h e  u l t r a - le f t ,  H a r r y  H a y w o o d  a n d  A r m a n d o  R o m a n ;  le f t -  

s e c ta r ia n s , F o s te r ,  T h o m p s o n  a n d  D a v is ; le f t - o f - c e n t e r ,  D e n n is , W in t e r ,  J a m e s  J a c k s o n  a n d  J a c k  S ta c h e l;  r ig h t -o f -  

c e n t e r ,  F in e , S te in  a n d  N e ls o n ;  t h e  r ig h t ,  G a te s  a n d  C la rk .

10 T h e  N E C  fu n c t io n e d  a s  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  a n d  h a d  2 0  a p p o in t e d  m e m b e r s .  T h e  N C  w a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m m it t e e ,  m e t  

q u a r t e r ly  w i t h  6 6  m e m b e r s ,  2 0  v o t e d  o n  a t  t h e  1 6 th C o n v e n t io n ,  o th e r s  a p p o in t e d  b y  s t a t e  b o d ie s . T h e  N a t io n a l  

A d m in is t r a t iv e  C o m m it t e e  h a d  1 1  m e m b e r s ,  D e n n is , D a v is , G a te s , F in e  S te in , J a c k s o n , D o x y  W i lk e r s o n ,  E arl 

D u r h a m  a n d  H y  L u m e r .
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th a t  inc luded  N o rm a n  T h o m as , A.J. M u s tie , Sid Lens, C ochran , S ch ach tm an , th e  W o rk e rs  

Socialist P arty , C hristian  socialist and  o th e rs . ( 9 /2 7 /5 7 /  F in e )T h e  firs t pub lic  m e e tin g  in N e w  

York b ro u g h t o u t 5 0 0  p e o p le .

W r it in g  to  S te in  in N o v e m b e r, Fine w as  in th e  m id d le  o f  o rgan iz ing  reg ional t ra d e  un ion  

m e etin g s , b u t he also discusses p o litica l tac tics  on h o w to  m o ve  fo rw a rd  w ith  th e  polic ies o f th e  

1 6 th C o n ven tio n . Fine w rite s ,

I have  g iven co n s id erab le  fu r th e r  th o u g h t to  o u r p ro b lem s  o f  th e  lead ersh ip  o f th is  

P a rty ...w e  m u st m a in ta in  a s te a d y  p ressure fo r  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  C o n ven tio n  decisions, w ith  

bold  in itia tiv e s  and  as fe w  c o m p ro m ises  as possib le (an d ) rep u lse  a t an y  cost sharp  reversa ls  in 

th e  d ire c tio n . ( 1 1 / 1 8 / 5 7 /  F ine)

A t th is  p o in t th e re  is no  d ire c t re fe re n c e  to  th e  Foster cam p . But a m o n th  la te r  in a le t te r  Ross, 

Fine's  concerns  have  g ro w n . H e w rite s ,

Y o u r tw o  le tte rs , inc lud ing  th e  o n e  to  Sid c e rta in ly  poses th e  rea l p ro b le m s  and  suggests  

so m e o f  th e  basic answ ers  in te rm s  o f  s tra te g y  in th is  P a rty  s trugg le . You and  I a re  n o t 

fa r  a p a rt...G e n e  to ld  p e o p le  h e re  th a t  he  and  o th e rs  a re  o u t 'to  c re a te  a n e w  m a jo r ity  in 

th e  N a tio n a l C o m m itte e .' His local lie u te n a n ts  (in c lu d in g  Jim W e s t) p u t it th is  w ay : its ' a 

s h o w -d o w n  n o w  b e tw e e n  th e  Leninists and th e  an ti-Len in is ts . A nd th e y  m ean  business. 

( 1 2 /1 3 /5 7  Fine)

P re p a ra tio n s  fo r  th e  D e c e m b e r  NEC m e e tin g  w e re  qu ickly  g e ttin g  te n s e . T h e re  w e re  a n u m b e r  

o f  v e te ra n  lead ers  w h o  d id n 't  fu lly  s u p p o rt th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n  b u t w e re  u n c o m fo rta b le  w ith  

th e  le ft . Fine observes,

C laud e  (L ig h tfo o t) fro m  o n e  d ire c tio n , and  K ushner fro m  a n o th e r  a re  try in g  to  p re v e n t  

c o m p le te  c rys ta lliza tio n  o f  a n e w  a lig n m en t...S am  fee ls  a lit t le  uneasy in co a litio n  w ith  

Ben Davis and  th e y  a re  all e m b arrass ed  by th e  c ru d e  p o w e r-p la y  o f  B o b -G en e -B en  a t th e  

last NEC m e e tin g . C laude is u rg ing  a 3 p o in t p ro g ra m  and  w a n ts  a p eace  n e g o tia tio n s  

m e e tin g . His 3 po in ts: 1. N o  n a m e  calling  and  no cam ps. 2. N o  n e w  m a jo rity . 3 . N o  

package program ...d iscuss each issue and  c o n cep t o n e  a t a t im e . I to ld  h im  he has m y  

s y m p a th y  and c o n d itio n a l s u p p o rt.11 (Ib id )

W r it in g  to  C a lifo rn ia  P arty  le a d e r  M ic k e y  L im a, Fine assesses th e  NEC;

O u r last NEC m e e tin g  had its p os itive  sides -  m o re  th a n  usual -  and  still like so m a n y  o f  

th e  o th e r  m e e tin g s  w as  n o t o n ly  inconclus ive , b u t fa ile d  to  shed s u ffic ien t ligh t on  th e

11 S a m  K u s h n e r  w a s  o n  t h e  Il l in o is  S ta te  C o m m it t e e  a n d  N C . B o b -G e n e -B e n  r e fe r s  t o  T h o m p s o n -D e n n is -D a v is .  

T h o m p s o n  h a d  r e p la c e d  C h a r n e y  as  D O  o f  N Y , w a s  a  N E C  m e m b e r  a n d  v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  L in c o ln  B a t ta l io n .
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rea l u rg e n t p ro b lem s  o f  th e  m o m e n t, n o r d id  it ligh t up en o u g h  th e  p a th  w e  m u st ta k e  

to  g e t o u t o f  th e  c o rn e r w e 'r e  in. ( 1 2 /3 1 /5 7  Fine)

T h e  G ates  R esignation

E v id e n tly  th e  re fo rm  fo rces  w e re  still ho ld in g  o n to  a s tro n g  pos itio n  and  had p re v e n te d  a "n e w  

m a jo r ity "  fro m  ta k in g  ove r. B ut a tu rn in g  p o in t w as d e v e lo p in g  w ith  th e  res ig n atio n  o f  G ates  in 

January. W ith  G ates  g o n e  th e  c e n te r  w o u ld  be o p e n  to  a ttacks  as th e  re m a in in g  rig h t d a n g e r  

an d  th e  le ft  qu ickly  m o v e d  to  labe l th e m  as such. O v e r th e  n ex t six m o n th s , p a rtic u la rly  a t th e  

NC m e e tin g s  in F eb ru a ry  an d  June, th e  re fo rm e rs  s u ffe re d  p o litica l d e fe a ts  an d  lost th e ir  

in flu e n c e  in th e  Party.

T h e  d a n g e r faced  w ith  G a te s ' res ig n atio n  w as im m e d ia te ly  recog n ized  by th e  re fo rm e rs . Fine  

w rite s  to  Lim a,

Johnny c o n tin u es  to  stage his u n ila te ra l, ill-co n ce ived , anarch is tic  scenes, o n ly  th is  

seem s to  be th e  last p o s tu rin g  th is  p rim a  d o n n a  w ill do  as e d ito r  o f  th e  D aily  W o rk e r . 

Ben Davis is pressing fo r  Johnny's  expu ls ion . Bob (T h o m p so n ) th in ks  he is a c o m m a n d e r  

in ta n k  w a rfa re . G e n e  is g lo w e rin g  in fu t ile  and  im p o te n t rages and  m ak in g  his s te rile , 

Lillipu tian  m an e u v e rs . Sid is b e d e v ile d  and  h ard -p ressed  fro m  all sides. ( 1 2 /3 1 /5 7  F ine)

Days la te r  in a le t te r  to  Ross he  s tates,

In NY I saw  Johnny on th e  eve  o f  his re s ig n a tio n ...h e  w as  in to x ic a te d  w ith  th e  

c o n s id e ra b le  n o to r ie ty  he w as  e x p e c tin g ...th e  im p e n d in g  suspension o f  th e  D aily  

W o rk e rs  and  his s im u lta n e o u s  res ig n atio n  fro m  th e  P arty  resu lted  in h ordes  o f  TV  

c a m e ra m e n , still p h o to g ra p h e rs , re p o rte rs  and fe a tu re  w rite rs  s u rro u n d in g  h im  fo r  

days. ( 1 /1 2 /5 8 ,  F ine)

N e lso n  expressed  s im ila r fee lin g s  saying, "Johnny's b e h a v io r is ro tte n ."  ( 1 /1 4 /5 8 ,  N e lso n ) H e  

w rite s  to  Fine,

G ates ' ex it le ft  a bad  ta s te  in e v e ry o n e 's  m o u th , inc lud ing  m in e . H e acts like a punch  

d ru n k  and  t ire d  rad ica l. As th e  days go on I fe e l sore a t m yse lf and  ourse lves  fo r  n o t  

m akin g  loose o f  h im  so o n e r and  fo r  n o t p re s e n tin g  o u r v iew s  m o re  c lea rly  and  m o re  

e ffe c tiv e ly . ( 3 /1 4 /5 8  N e lso n )

M o r e  serious w as  th e  p o s itio n  th e  re fo rm e rs  n o w  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  in as th e  r ig h t w in g  o f  th e  

P arty . Fine n o tes  th a t ,  "Johnny's res ig n a tio n , fo r  th e  m o m e n t, is o f  cou rse  a w e a p o n  in th e  

hands o f  th e  Left th a t  is h av ing  co n s id erab le  success in fo rc in g  th e  le ft -o f-c e n te r  fo rces  in to  

closer fu s io n ."  ( 1 /1 2 /5 8  F ine) N e lson  also sees d a n g e r in th e  n e w  s itu a tio n  as he  w rite s ,
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N o w  it's  go ing  to  be h a rd e r to  fig h t fo r  th e  th in gs  w e  fo u g h t fo r  in th e  last tw o  years , 

because Johnny w ill be  dan g led  in th e  eyes o f th e  P a rty  m e m b e rs h ip  as th e  firs t o f  th o se  

's tray in g  a w a y  fro m  th e  fa ith '...T h e  in c u rab le  Foster, Davis, T h o m p so n  m e n ta lity  o f  

p re s e n t d a y  d o g m a tis ts  have  a co re  o f  q u o ta tio n  d ig g ers ...w h o  w ill go to  w o rk  a t  e v e ry  

tu rn  o f  e ve n ts , like th e  G ates  ex it, to  sho u t a b o u t 're v is io n ism '. But th a t  should  n o t  

fr ig h te n  an y  o f  us. ( 1 /1 4 /5 8  N e lso n )

A tte m p tin g  to  set o rd e rly  g ro u n d  ru les fo r  th e  g ro w in g  fra c tio n a l strugg le  W in te r  and L ig h tfo o t  

p re p a re d  a d ra ft  d o c u m e n t, its ap p ro ach  w o rk e d  o u t a t a NEC s u b -c o m m itte e  m e e tin g  in NY. 

Fine h o p ed  th is  w o u ld  h e lp  s e ttle  d iffe re n c e s  th ro u g h  m ass w o rk  and  th e o re tic a l d e b a te s  

" w ith o u t  d es tro y in g  each o th e r  in th e  P arty ."  In a d d itio n , a n e w  lead ersh ip  te a m  w as  to  be  

e le c te d  and  th e  n a tio n a l h e a d q u a rte rs  m o v e d  to  Chicago as d ire c te d  by th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n .

B ut th e  e f fo r t  w as g iven  lit t le  su p p o rt by D enn is  w h o  acco rd in g  to  Fine, "w as v e ry  u n h a p p y  o v e r  

th e  w a y  th e  p ro p o s itio n s  w e re  shap ing  up" an d  w as in te n t on  u n d e rm in in g  th e  e n tire  e ffo rt .  

C onvinced  th e  le ft  w o u ld  n o t p e rm it  th e  p ro g ra m  to  be a d o p te d  Fine and  S te in  fe lt  an y  changes  

w o u ld  m a k e  th e  " to ta l p lan u n a c c e p ta b le ."  Fine b e lie v e d  th is  w as th e  last chance fo r

m e a n in g fu l jo in t  ac tion  w ith in  th e  fra m e w o rk  o f th e  P arty ...Fa iling  in th is , th e n  I c an n o t 

see h o w  I fo r  o n e  can c o n tin u e  to  be p a rt o f  a lead ersh ip  w h ic h  is s ta le m a te d , 

d isc red itin g  its e lf m o re  and  m o re  w ith o u t  regard  to  th e  d istingu ish ing  v ie w p o in ts  w e  

m ay  ho ld , and m o re  o r less im p o te n t in fu lfillin g  th e  d u ties  o f  th e  posts w e  hold . 

( 1 /1 2 /5 8  Fine)

C learly , F ine saw  th e  p o litica l d ire c tio n  o f  th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n  be ing  rap id ly  u n d e rm in e d .

W r it in g  to  Ross he c o m m e n ts

It has b e c o m e  m y  f irm  o p in io n  in th e  re c e n t days th a t  th e re  is a d e fin ite  m a jo r ity  in th e  

m id d le  ranks o f  th e  P arty  fo r  a w a te r in g -d o w n  o f  th e  16 th C o n v e n tio n . On o n e  h an d  th e  v ie w  

th a t  th e  16 th C o n ven tio n  m a d e  m a n y  h a rm fu l concessions to  rev is ion ism  has g a in ed  a d h e re n ts  

and  is a s tro n g  c u rre n t in th e  P arty . T o g e th e r  w ith  th is , a n o th e r  c u rre n t w h ich  is also ga in ing  

s tre n g th , co n ten d s  th a t  since th e  C o n ven tio n  th e  R ight d a n g e r has g ro w n  to  ve ry  serious  

p ro p o rtio n s  and  has b ee n  co n c ilia te d  w ith  and  th e re fo re  fee ls  w e  m u st m o d ify  th e  decision o f  

th e  C o n ven tio n  on  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  m a in  d an g er. ( 1 /1 2 /5 8  F ine)

S till, F ine h o p ed  th a t  a n u m b e r  o f P a rty  lead ers  cou ld  h av e  so m e "usefu l e ffe c t"  c o u n tin g  

a m o n g  th o s e  S te in , N e lso n , Light fo o t, G eo rg e  W a t t  "and  a w h o le  g ro u p  o f o th e rs  in th e  NY  

s ta te  c o m m itte e . ( 1 /1 2 /5 8 )

Ross s e e m e d  to  a g re e  w ith  Fine's g en era l assessm ent, w r it in g  to  Fine, " It a p p ears  to  m e  th a t  w e  

have  reach ed  th e  g re a t d iv id e ...T h e  Forces o f  G -B-B (D enn is , Davis T h o m p s o n ) el a t  w ill w in  any  

'in n e r  p a rty ' fa c tio n a l b a tt le ."  (Sunday, Ross)
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N elson  w as  also p re p a rin g  fo r  th e  s trugg le . H e w rite s  to  Fine,

If w e  do  v e ry  lit t le  e ls e ...le t us do  th e  th in g  w h ic h  w ill be o f  u lt im a te  v a lu e  -  ideas, n e w  

ideas, n e w  M a rx is t ideas, yes revised  to  su it A m erica  to d ay ...T h is  m a y  n o t te ll  yo u  m uch  

d e a r  fr ie n d  Fred , b u t a t  least it te lls  you  h o w  I fe e l. ( 1 /1 4 /5 8  N e lso n )

K n ow ing  Fine is tra v e llin g  to  C a lifo rn ia  fo r  reg iona l la b o r m e e tin g s  N e lson  urges, " W h ile  you  a re

on th e  w e s te rn  to u r  I h o p e  you  can in vo lve  o u r b es t o u t th e re  fo r  th is  fig h t. I n ee d  n o t list th e m  

all Bill (S e n n e tt) Louise (T o d d ) and  O lie ta  (Yeats) a re  seriously  key in th is  fig h t. ( 1 /1 4 /5 8  N e lso n )

W h e n  th e  NC c o n ven ed  in e a rly  F e b ru a ry  1 9 5 8  th in gs  did n o t go w e ll fo r  th e  re fo rm e rs . T h e  

L ig h tfo o t/W in te r  reso lu tio n  w as v o te d  d o w n  3 2  to  2 1 . A lth o u g h  th e ir  re s o lu tio n  con ceded  

so m e g ro u n d  to  th e  le ft  it s tro n g ly  backed  th e  m ain  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n  and  th e  

n e w  P arty  c o n s titu tio n . F u rth e rm o re , th e  re p o r t  re a ffirm e d  th e  "card in a l strugg le  aga inst le ft-  

sec tarian ism  an d  d o g m a tis m , so sh arp ly  s ignalized  by th e  n a tio n a l c o n v e n tio n , is by its ve ry  

n a tu re  bo u n d  to  be a long, p ro tra c te d  and  c o n s ta n t o n e  -  a s trugg le  w h ic h  has in fa c t o n ly  

b e g u n ."  ( 4 /5 8  P a rty  A ffa irs ) In s tead  a D enn is  re s o lu tio n  w as  a d o p te d  th a t  d o w n g ra d e d  th e  

strugg le  aga ins t le ftism  and  p u t o f f  b u ild in g  a m ass socialist p a rty  in to  th e  d is ta n t fu tu re . W h e n  

it ca m e  t im e  to  e le c t a n e w  n a tio n a l e x e c u tiv e  b o ard  b o th  S tein  and  Fine w e re  d ro p p e d .

T w o  in te rn a tio n a l d o c u m e n ts  w e re  also an issue a t th e  NC m e e tin g . T h e  S o vie t CP's th e o re tic a l 

jo u rn a l K o m m u n is t  had p u b lished  an a rtic le  in w h ic h  it ch a ra c te rize d  Bill S c h n e id erm an  and  A.B. 

M a G il as key  revision ists in th e  CPUSA. S c h n e id e rm a n  w as c h a irm a n  o f  th e  P a rty  in N o rth e rn  

C a lifo rn ia  and  M a g il had  b ee n  e d ito r  o f  th e  N e w  M asses . T h e  C a lifo rn ia  P arty  ca lled  on D ennis  

to  d e fe n d  S c h n e id erm an . In s tead  D enn is , Davis and  T h o m p s o n  fo rc e d  a v o te  to  en d o rs e  th e  

artic le  b u t w e re  d e fe a te d  3 6  to  1 2 .12 ( 3 /1 9 /5 8  N e lso n ) T h e  w id e  sw ing  o f  v o tes  b e tw e e n  th e  

tw o  reso lu tio n s  in d icates  th e  range  o f  s trugg le  a m o n g  NC m e m b e rs . A p p a re n tly  m a n y  fe lt  

un easy  w ith  b o th  th e  le ft  and  th e  F in e /S te in  cam ps, th e re b y  c o n s titu tin g  a n e w  c e n te r  th a t  

cou ld  d e te rm in e  P arty  pos itions. But fo r  S c h n e id erm an  it w as  a p o w e rfu l b lo w  and  he resigned  

his pos itio n  and  w as  re p laced  by Lim a.

T h e  o th e r  in te rn a tio n a l d o c u m e n t o f  g re a te r  im p o rta n c e  w as  th e  T w e lv e  P arty  D e c la ra tio n  

signed in M o s c o w  on N o v e m b e r  1 6 ,1 9 5 7 .  T h e  singers w e re  all s ta te  socialist p a rtie s  d ec la rin g  

p ro le ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m  re q u ire d  "s u p p o rt o f  th e  S o vie t U n io n ."  T h e  D e c la ra tio n  w as  used  

by th e  le ft , T h o m p so n  in p a rtic u la r, to  re -es tab lish  a S o v ie t ce n tr ic  v ie w  o f th e  w o rld  and  

m a rk in g  o u t rev is ion ism  as th e  "m a in  d a n g e r in th e  in te rn a tio n a l w o rk in g  class m o v e m e n t."  

( 1 2 /2 2 /5 7  T h o m p s o n ) D e b a te  o v e r th e  s ta te m e n t ran fro m  e a rly  D e c e m b e r u n til it w as  

en d o rs e d  by th e  NC in Feb ru ary . It  n o t o n ly  invo lved  lead ers  a t th e  n a tio n a l leve l, b u t s ta te

12 In  P a r t y  A f fa i r s  th is  v o t e d  w a s  r e p o r t e d  as  3 7  t o  4  w i t h  1 1  a b s te n t io n s .
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b od ies  also. Ross re p o rte d  th a t  th e  M in n e s o ta  S ta te  C o m m itte e  v o te d  8  to  4  to  ta b le  "a m o tio n  

to  'e n d o rs e  and  in s tru c t th e  NC to  a p p ly ' th e  12  P a rty  s ta te m e n t."  ( 2 /3 /5 8  Ross) T h ir te e n  

m e m b e rs  o f  th e  N e w  York S ta te  C o m m itte e  w ro te  a seven page a p p e a l to  th e  NC p ro te s tin g  th e  

e n d o rs e m e n t o f  th e  D e c la ra tio n  and  d e fe n d in g  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  th e  16 th C o n ven tio n . (1 /5 8 ,  NY 

S ta te  C o m m itte e ) H a rry  H a yw o o d  w ro te ,

T h e  w h o le  in c id e n t b ro u g h t a fa c tio n a l re a lig n m e n t in th e  lead ersh ip  a t th e  F eb ru ary  

1 9 5 8  N a tio n a l C o m m itte e  m e e tin g , w ith  th e  D enn is  r ig h t-c e n te r  and  th e  T h o m p s o n -  

Davis le ft -c e n te r  sharing  th e  lead ersh ip , a lth o u g h  D enn is  w as d e fin ite ly  th e  to p  m an . 

(H a y w o o d , p. 6 2 0 )

D ro p p e d  fro m  th e  N a tio n a l Executive  B oard Fine d ec id e d  to  resign a t  N a tio n a l Labor S e c re ta ry  

and  re tu rn  to  C hicago, S te in  also tu rn e d  in his res ig n atio n . Both re ta in e d  m e m b e rs h ip  on  th e  

NC. Except fo r  severa l years  in th e  A rm y  d u rin g  W .W  II F ine had b ee n  a fu ll- t im e  P arty  

fu n c tio n a ry  b e g in n in g  in 1 9 3 1  a t th e  age o f  17 . N e  jo b  possib ilities w e re  b leak  and  d iffic u lt  

fin a n c ia l t im e , w h ic h  also a ffe c te d  S te in , N e lson  an d  Ross, b e c a m e  a c o n s ta n t to p ic  in th e ir  

le tte rs . A d d itio n a lly  Fine's S m ith  A ct co n v ic tio n  and fo u r  y e a r  prison se n te n c e  w as  still u n d e r  

ap p e a l and he re tu rn e d  to  Chicago w ith  a b le e d in g  u lcer. W r it in g  to  S te in , Fine describes his 

o rd e a l,

Sharp  and  ra th e r  c o n s ta n t a b d o m in a l pains, as w e ll as g en era l exh au stio n  o f  a a kind I 

n e v e r e x p e rie n c e d  sen t m e  to  th e  d o c to r, and  a fte r  a w e e k  o f 2 5  x-rays, p ro b in g , ja b b in g  

and  po k in g  in to  m y  ach ing  insides, e tc e te ra , he fo u n d  an u lcer and  so m e o th e r  th ings.

I'm  n o t on a s tric t d ie t -  b u t o n e  h o u r w ith  K ushner and  I'm  d o u b le d  up w ith  pain . 

( 3 /1 /5 8  Fine)

T h e  strugg le  had  le ft  its physical e ffe c ts  on o th e rs  to o . W r it in g  to  N e lso n , Fine notes

Jim Jackson te lls  m e  he also is u n d e r d o c to r 's  care  fo r  so m e s to m ach  tro u b le  and  th a t  

G e n e  is in th e  ho sp ita l, ta k e n  th e re  w h e n  he s ta rte d  s p ittin g  b lood . It  m a y  be a b le e d in g  

ulcer. It seem s o u r m a in  a c c o m p lis h m e n t to  d a te  has b ee n  to  m a k e  each o th e r  sick -  

th a t 's  a h e llu va  n o te  —  eh? ( 3 /5 /5 8  F ine)

F ine, N elson and  th e  o th e rs  still had n o t g iven  up on th e  P arty , and  th ro u g h o u t 1 9 5 8  co n tin u e d  

to  b e  ac tive  and  sought w ays to  kee p  th e ir  c am p  to g e th e r . B e fo re  leav in g  NY a f te r  th e  NC  

m e e tin g  Lim a and  Al R ichm ond m e t w ith  S tein  "till 3 A .M ."  W r it in g  to  Fine, S te in  re p o rts  th a t  

"M ic k e y  a g ree d  to  act as th e  c learin g  house b u t w a n ts  all m ail sen t to  his h o m e  address n o t to  

th e  o ffice . ( 2 /2 8 /5 8  S te in ) B ut Fine n o tes  th e  p ro b le m s  fac in g  th e m  and  th e s e  d ifficu lties  

b e c o m e  eve n  m o re  a p p a re n t o v e r th e  n ex t severa l w eeks .
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W h a t  is th e  real a lte rn a tiv e ?  H o w  do w e  fo llo w  up th e  post NC discussions in NY? This  

rem a in s  a c o m p lic a te d  and  d iffic u lt q u e s tio n ...T h e  d iverg en ces  b e tw e e n  a M ic k e y , fo r  o n e  and  a 

Carl Ross o r  Louise T o d d  is v e ry  big and  tro u b lin g ."  ( 3 /1 /5 8  Fine)

T h e  C a lifo rn ia  R esignations

O n M a rc h  4 th Fine rece ived  a le t te r  fro m  S e n n e tt in fo rm in g  h im  th a t  a g ro u p  o f  o v e r 2 6  key  

P a rty  m e m b e rs  in C a lifo rn ia  w e re  d ra ftin g  a s ta te m e n t to  resign. H e w rite s ,

T h e  12  P a rty  s ta te m e n t c inched  th e  issue...I g a th e r  fro m  y o u r s ta te m e n t and  th e  

p o s itio n  ta k e n  by Sid, S teve  N ., D o ro th y  and  o th e rs  you  w ill in d iv id u a lly  f ig h t fo r  th e  1 6 th 

C o n ven tio n  polices w h ile  c o llec tive ly  b e in g  c o n fin ed  to  th e  po licy  decisions w h ic h  have  

m o v e d  a w a y  fro m  th e  c o n v e n tio n  decisions! An im possib le  s itu a tio n  to  say th e  leas t."  

D iffe re n c e s  a m o n g  fo rm e r  allies w e re  c lea rly  em erg in g , as S e n n e tt goes on; "A ctu a lly  

th e  case fo r  c o n fo rm ity  is w in n in g  o v e r m o st o f  th e  p re s e n t m e m b e rs h ip  an d  a m a jo r ity  

o f  b o th  leadersh ips . (N o rth e rn  a n d  S o u th ern  C a lifo rn ia )  M ic k e y  h im s e lf is th e  lead ing  

e x p o n e n t o f  th a t ,  th o u g h  in w o rd s  he d en ies  it. C a lifo rn ia  c a n n o t ho ld  o u t as an  

e x p o n e n t o f  th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n  in v ie w  o f  th e  c ru m b lin g  s itu a tio n  in th e  ranks and  

a m o n g  th e  lead ersh ip . ( 3 /4 /5 8  S e n n e tt)

T h e  n e x t day Fine w rite s  to  N e lson , "I h e a r  ru m o rs  o f  a d ra m a tic  w a lk o u t p e n d in g  in 

C a lifo rn ia ...Th is  w ill o f  cou rse  w e a k e n  o u r a b ility  to  d e v e lo p  th e  po licy  fo r  C a lifo rn ia  w e  

o u tlin e d . You k n o w  -  s tay  f irm , act h o m o g en o u s ly , m o re  a u to n o m o u s ly , and  as a sort o f  o rb it  

and  c lea rin g  house fo r  us all. If  th e y  w a lk  o u t, it m ay  v e ry  w e ll push M ic k e y  and  o th e rs  c loser to  

th e  c e n te r ."  ( 3 /5 /5 8  F ine)

A le t te r  to  Fine fro m  Al R ichm on d , e d ito r  o f  th e  P eop le 's  W o rld  in San Francisco, in d ica tes  w h y  

im p o rta n t  su p p o rte rs  o f  th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n  still fe lt  th e  P a rty  w as w o rth w h ile . R ichm ond  

w rite s

T h e re  w as  tru ly  a p h e n o m e n a l a n n ive rs ary  m e e tin g  fo r  th e  p a p e r in Los A ngeles. T ru e , 

o u r a b ility  to  a n n o u n c e  th a t  Paul R obeson w o u ld  m a k e  a guest a p p e a ra n c e  c e rta in ly  

w as decisive in fillin g  th e  Em bassy A u d ito r iu m  w ith  m o re  th a n  1 ,8 0 0  fo lks. But w e  also  

had  a g ro u p  o f  N e g ro  m in is te rs  s ittin g  on  th e  p la tfo rm  fo r  w h a t  w as  a d v e rtis e d  as a 

P eo p le 's  W o rld  ra lly ...w e  also g o t a la rge  n u m b e r  o f  g ree tin g s ...in  th e  ba lance  it w as  th e  

b ro a d e s t rec o g n itio n  o f  th e  p a p e r  since 1 9 4 8 . ( 3 /1 9 /5 8  R ichm on d)

B ut fo r  a g ro u p  o f  2 6  v e te ra n s , m a n y  on  th e  s ta te  c o m m itte e  and  s o m e  on th e  NC, th e  P arty  

h ad  g o n e  b ey o n d  re d e m p tio n . In la te  M a rc h  th e y  issued a th re e  page res ig n atio n  le tte r , a m o n g
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th e  signers w e re  Bill S e n n e tt, Louis T o d d , O le ta  O 'C o n n o r Yates, Frank and  Lil C arlson, C e les te  

S track and  D on W h e e ld o n .13 In p a rt  th e  s ta te m e n t read ,

T h e  N a tio n a l C o n v e n tio n ...co n c lu d ed  th a t  th e  P arty 's  key ta s k  w as  to  o v e rc o m e  th e

d e e p ly  ro o te d  d o g m a tis m  w h ic h  has a fflic te d  it fo r  m an y  years , and  th e re b y  to  fin d  th e  

m ean s  o f  e ffe c tiv e ly  m erg in g  M a rx is m  w ith  an in d igenou s A m erican  socialist m o v e m e n t. 

This c e n tra l task  rem a in s . B ut w ith  g re a t re lu c ta n c e  w e  h ave  con c lu d ed  th a t  it w ill n o t 

be c a rried  o u t by th e  p re s e n t C o m m u n is t P arty . ( 3 /2 6 /5 8 ,  G ro u p  o f  26 )

T h e ir  res ig n atio n  fo rc e d  Lim a and  H e a ly  to w a rd s  th e  D enn is  cam p  and  w as a serious b lo w , 

p erh ap s  th e  fin a l b lo w , fo r  th o s e  like Fine, S te in , N e lson  and Ross w h o  had h o p e d  C a lifo rn ia  

cou ld  c o n tin u e  as a base o f  s u p p o rt. H e a ly  m u st have  fe lt  p e rso n a lly  b e tra y e d , in F eb ru a ry  she  

w ro te  Fine saying, "I saw  Louise and  O le ta  last S a tu rd a y  in S.F. T h e y  a re  u n c h an g e d , and it 

m a d e  m y  h e a rt  ache to  h e a r th e  co n tin u in g  b itte rn es s  w h ic h  absorbs th e m  so." (2 /5 8 ,  H ea ly )

As th e  c o n fro n ta tio n s  g re w , Fine rece ived  an e m o tio n a l le t te r  fro m  Lil C arlson. N e ith e r  H e a ly  

n o r Lim a had b ee n  to ld  o f th e  im p e n d in g  action  and  w h e n  a m e e tin g  fin a lly  to o k  p lace it w as  

a n y th in g  b u t p leasa n t. Carlson w ro te ,

This in c id e n t b e c a m e  th e  cause fo r  a t ira d e  th e  likes o f  w h ich  you  h a v e n 't  h e rd  fro m  

th o s e  w h o  a re  supposed  to  be y o u r fr ie n d s , a b o u t 'm o ra lity , th e  bunch o f  us lacking  in 

in te g rity , b e in g  d ishon est, f lip -flo p in g ' and  w h a t  have  y o u ...it  w as  d o w n rig h t v icious, and  

le ft  e v e ry b o d y  cold . ( 3 /2 5 /5 8 ,  Carlson)

A n s w e rin g  his o ld  fr ie n d  Fine w rite s ,

Yes -  th e s e  a re  h ard  and  in so m e w ays  b it te r  days...l read  y o u r d ra ft  s ta te m e n t w ith  

in te re s t. I th in k  it's  th e  m o st co g en t so fa r  m a d e  by an y  w h o  have  le ft  th e  o rg a n iza tio n . 

T h e re  is no  use p re te n d in g  th a t  th e re  is m uch  w ith  w h ic h  I d o n 't  fin d  m yse lf in 

a g re e m e n t...B u t I w o u ld  h o p e  aga ins t a to ta lly  n e g a tiv e  a t t itu d e  to w a rd s  th e  

P arty ...in c lu d in g  th e  fu tu re  search fo r  c o m m o n  g ro u n d . ( 3 /3 0 /5 8 ,  Fine)

Fine th e n  revea ls  th a t  D o ro th y ,

Called m e  a t a b o u t 1 :3 0  A M  -  w o k e  m e  o u t o f  a d e e p  sleep . I a p p re c ia te d  h er  

d ile m m a ...D o n 't  ta k e  to o  hard  th e  p erso nal sense o f  ru p tu re  -  e v e ry  o n e  o f  us has m an y

13 S e n n e t t  w a s  a  N C  m e m b e r  a n d  v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  L in c o ln  B a t ta l io n ,  T o d d  h a d  b e e n  s t a t e  o r g a n iz a t io n a l  s e c r e ta r y ,  

Y e a ts  w a s  c h a ir  o f  t h e  S a n  F ra n c is c o  d is t r ic t  a n d  h e r  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  c a s e  w a s  t h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  le g a l v ic t o r y  o v e r  

t h e  S m ith  A c t , F. C a r ls o n  a n d  S tra c k  h a d  b e e n  s t a t e  a n d  n a t io n a l  le a d e r s  o f  t h e  Y o u n g  C o m m u n is t  L e a g u e  a n d  

W h e e ld o n  w a s  a  N C  m e m b e r .
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b itte r  ep isodes in o u r re c e n t past -  and perhaps  th e  re g ro u p m e n t and t im e  w ill g ive  

th in gs  a h e a lth ie r  and  m o re  o b je c tiv e  c o m p lex io n . ( 3 /3 0 /5 8 ,  F ine)

C learly  F ine w as  to rn  by th e  b itte rn es s  b e tw e e n  old  frie n d s  and  p o litica l allies. H e closes his 

o b s erva tio n s  s ta ting ,

I m u st say also, im p e rfe c t can d o r, th a t  if  I had  m y  d ru th e rs , C a lifo rn ia , w h e re  th e  P arty  

w as in re la tiv e ly  th e  bes t shape in te rn a lly  and  e x te rn a lly , should  h av e  had  p e o p le  w h o  

g e n e ra lly  fa v o re d  th e  16  c o n v e n tio n  d ire c tio n  ac ting  in unison . But th e re  is no  choice  

b u t to  acc ep t th e  re a lity ...I 'v e  b ee n  in th e  v o rte x  o f  th in g s  fo r  m o re  th n  tw o  h etic  

years ...B e in g  p o u n d e d  fro m  p illa r to  post and  be ing  in th e  ring  have  th e ir  p o s itive  sides 

and  th e ir  d raw b acks . I'm  g e ttin g  o u t o f  th e  ring  fo r  3 m o n th s  and  to  w ash  th e  b lood  o u t  

o f m y  eyes and  to  ta k e  a look a ro u n d . I'm  n e ith e r  w e d d e d  to  s te rility  n o r in search o f  

so m e w ill-o -w is p  f u t i l i t y - s o m e w h e r e  b e tw e e n  lies th e  sound course. A ny e f fo r t  to  help  

c u ltiv a te  and  s p ro u t th e  n e w  g reen  shoots o f  an A m e ric a n  socialist m o v e m e n t has m y  

s u p p o r t - e v e n  n o w . ( 3 /3 0 /5 8 ,  F ine)

A fe w  days la te r  H ea ly , w ith  iro n ic  w it ,  w rite s  a le t te r  to  "D e a r T _ P _ D -o  C o m rad es  (te m p o ra lly  

p o litica lly  d is -o r ie n te d )."  W h ile  co n d e m n in g  th e  w a lk o u t as " in tr ig u e "  she re a ffirm s  a key  

asp ect o f  th e  c o n v e n tio n  w h ic h  is to , "p a rtic ip a te  in d e v e lo p in g  n e w  M a rx is t o rg a n iza tio n  and  

recog n ize  w e  a re  n o t th e  sole re p o s ito ry  o f  Socialist th in k in g  o r co n v ic tio n ."  N e v e rth e le s s , H ea ly  

is th in k in g  o f res ign ing  h e r le a d ersh ip  p o s itio n  in June as Lim a begins to  sh ift to w a rd s  th e  

c o n fo rm ity  ca m p . In a perso nal h a n d w ritte n  n o te  to  Fine a t th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  le t te r  she says, 

"Just g o t a le t te r  fro m  M ic k e y  in w h ic h  he says he c ritic ized  m e  fo r  m y  'lib e ra lis m ' to w a rd s  th e  

g ro u p  th a t  le ft. I to ld  h im  th a t  w h ile  I w as  v e ry  su b jec tive  o v e r th e ir  m e th o d s , I w o u ld  n e ith e r  

'b la s t' th e m  n o r fo rg e t w h a t  caused it in th e  firs t p lace. Ah m e  -  I'v e  g o t no allies a n y w h e re ."  

( 4 /2 /5 8 ,  H ea ly )

C a lifo rn ia  w a s n 't  th e  on ly  a re a  w h e re  re fo rm e rs  w e re  in re tre a t. A rriv in g  back in M in n e s o ta  

fro m  th e  F eb ru ary  NC m e e tin g  Ross c o m m e n ts  to  Fine,

T h e  NC m e e tin g  m a rk e d  a n e w  tu rn  fo r  th e  w o rs e , fo r  an a c c e le ra tio n  o f  w h a t  w as  in 

process fro m  th e  d ay  th e  C o n ven tio n  a d jo u rn e d . B ut m ost s ign ificant...is  th e  pressure  

fo r  c o n fo rm ity  and  th e  b re a k -d o w n  o f  an y  sem b lan c e  o f  'm o d u s  v iv e n d i'. M y  fe a rs  a re  

m o re  th a n  b o rn e  o u t by th e  firs t B oard  m e e tin g  w e  h e ld  last n ig h t...a  po isonous  

a tm o s p h e re  in w h ic h  no  co n s tru c tiv e  w o rk  is possib le ." C o n tin u in g  Ross pushes fo r  

action  s ta tin g , " W h a t is going on? I th in k  th e  m o st u rg e n t m a tte r  is th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

an a lte rn a tiv e  policy, a d ire c tio n  and a c e n te r . T h e  p e o p le  w h o  have  b ro ke n  o u t o r  a re  

b reak in g  o u t n ee d  a p e rsp ec tive  (n o t an o rg a n iza tio n  o r s p lin te r o r sect) b u t a fig h tin g  

w ill to  p lo w  up to g e th e r  w ith  o th e rs  th e  n e w  g ro u n d  o f  a m ass Socialist and  M a rx is t
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m o v e m e n t. I am  re a d y  to  s u p p o rt and jo in  in an y  such m o ve  a t any t im e . (Thursday, 

1 9 5 8 , Ross)

Soon a fte rw a rd s , on  M a rc h  2 8 th, Ross w h o  had  b e e n  M in n e s o ta  s ta te  s e c re ta ry  since 1 9 4 7 ,  

res igned  his post.

N e lso n , in his usual fig h tin g  fo rm  is u p s e t w ith  th e  g ro w in g  resignations . H e w rite s  Fine,

I fe e l v e ry  b ad ly  th a t  e v e ry b o d y  is ac ting  on  his o w n . T h e re  seem s to  be  no  c le a r and  

u n ified  o u tlo o k  o ffe re d  by a n y o n e . T h e  P h ilad e lp h ia  p e o p le , Joe (R o b erts ) and  Joe, 

(D ave )  Davis, Ben sh are  m y  v ie w . W e  d o n 't  a g re e  w ith  th e  idea  o f res ign ing posts, a t  th e  

sam e t im e  w e  d o n 't  w a n t  to  d rift...I see th a t  Don W h e e ld o n  resigned  fro m  th e  NC and  

th e  p a p e r, M a r th a  (S tone) is g iv ing up  h e r  post, th e  N.Y. guys gave  th e m  a lre a d y  up , and  

w h e re  does all th is  lead  to ? 14 W e  should be ab le  to  ta lk  th e s e  th in gs  o u t and  d ec id e  on  

th e  c o rre c t couse. ( 3 /3 1 /5 8 ,  N e lso n )

B ut in an e a r lie r  le t te r  to  E lizabeth  G u rle y  F lynn, N e lson  n o tes  th e  d iffic u lty  o f  d e v e lo p in g  

s o m e th in g  n ew .

It's  t ru e  th a t  th o s e  o f  us w h o  th in k  th a t  m an y  changes w o u ld  h ave  to  ta k e  p lace d id  n o t  

have  all th e  an sw ers  e ith e r . Thus, O ld Bill's sam e old  answ ers , fo r  years  w e re  p re s e n te d  

as a sort o f  'fa ith ' fo r  o u r m o v e m e n t, and  th o s e  o f  us w h o  a re  lo o k in g  fo r  M a rx is t  

an sw ers  fo r  USA and  n o t fo r  o th e r  c o u n tries , even  if w e  d o n 't  have  th e m  fo rm u la te d  to o  

c learly  as y e t a re  c o n d e m n e d  as revision ists . ( 3 /1 3 /5 8 ,  N e lso n )

M e a n w h ile , F ine w as  see ing  fa c tio n a lism  g ro w  in Chicago. W r it in g  N e lson  he  rep o rts ,

H e re  in Chicago th e  p ic tu re  is v e ry  m ixed . V e ry  sharp  b e tw e e n  m e  and  K ushner fo r  

e x a m p le , w ith  C laud e try in g  to  m e d ia te  on so m e days. But in th e  B oard , a t th e  Labor 

c o n fe re n c e  and esp ecia lly  a t a N eg ro  c o n fe re n c e  hell b ro k e  loose b e tw e e n  th e  so-called  

u ltra - le ft  an d  th e  Kushners and  Jacksons. A lm o s t fis tfigh ts . N ig h tm aris h  scenes o f  

sec ta rian , fa n a tic  o u tb re a k s . It  w o rr ie d  th e  D ennis c ro w d  and  th e y  d o n 't  k n o w  q u ite  

w h e re  to  tu r n .15 ( 3 /5 /5 8 ,  F ine)

T h ro u g h o u t th is  p e rio d  N e lso n , S te in , Ross and  Fine w e re  try in g  to  fin d  an o rg a n iza tio n a l 

s tra te g y  to  c o n tin u e  th e  fig h t. F ine, w h o  w as n o w  w o rk in g  a 5 5 -h o u r  w e e k , u rged  Ross to  act as 

a "s w itc h b o a rd  fo r  th e  progressive C o m m u n is ts"  by vis iting , ta lk in g , w rit in g  and  m o v in g  th e ir  

c am p  to w a rd s  a "c o m m o n  p o in t o f  assem bly ."  ( 3 /3 /5 8 ,  F ine) Ross sen t o u t a d e ta ile d  p roposal

14 M a r t h a  S to n e  w a s  D O  o f  N e w  J e rs e y  a n d  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  N C , R o b e r ts  a n d  D a v is  w e r e  N C  m e m b e r s .

15 F o r  H a y w o o d  a n d  t h e  " u l t r a - le f t "  t h e  P a r ty 's  r e je c t io n  o f  s e l f - d e t e r m in a t io n  f o r  t h e  N e g r o  N a t io n  w a s  a  k e y  

p o in t  in  b r e a k in g  w i t h  t h e  C .P . T h e y  r e s ig n e d  w i t h  a b o u t  8 0  m e m b e r s .  S e e  H a y w o o d 's  B la c k  B o ls h e v ik .
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to  estab lish  a c e n te r  to  fu r th e r  th e o re tic a l discussions and  d e b a te s  th a t  w o u ld  in vo lve  2 5  to  5 0  

p e o p le  and  pub lish  th re e  to  fo u r  pap ers  a y e a r  ac tin g  as a "vo ice and  id e n tity "  fo r  th e ir  ideas. 

( 4 /4 /5 8 ,  Ross) In N .Y ., S te in  w as  w o rk in g  w ith  a g ro u p  o f  P a rty  m e m b e rs  to  w r ite  pap ers  on a 

n u m b e r o f  im p o rta n t issues and  to  w o rk  to w a rd s  a n a tio n a l c o n fe re n c e  o f  P a rty  m e m b e rs  and  

e x -m e m b e rs  to  be held  in Chicago. G eo rg e  C h arn ey , Si G erson  and S te in  w e re  e le c te d  as a 

c o m m itte e  to  "g e t th e  ball ro lling" ( ( 4 /6 /5 8 ,  S te in ) N e lson  suggested  th e  g ro u p  w r ite  a 

d o c u m e n t re s ta tin g  th e ir  basic ideas and  a practica l ap p ro ach  to  m o v e  fo rw a rd , p ropo s in g  th e y  

soon g e t to g e th e r  e ith e r  in N .Y., Chicago o r P h ilad e lp h ia . ( 4 /1 0 /5 8 ,  N e lson)

B ut by M a y  7 th S te in  is fo rc e d  to  d ro p  th e  idea o f  a n a tio n a l c o n fe re n c e  w h e n  S c h n e id erm an  

in fo rm s  h im  th a t  no  o n e  fro m  N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia  w o u ld  p a rtic ip a te , Fine to o  has expressed  

s o m e do u b ts . It's  a h ard  b lo w  to  S te in  w h o  w rite s  to  Fine,

Frankly  I can see no  o th e r  w a y  o f  ac tu a lly  g e ttin g  C arl's  p ro p o s itio n  across. I can see no  

o th e r  w a y  o f  b eg in n in g  to  pull to g e th e r  p e o p le  like ourse lves and o rg an iz in g  som e  

useful co llec tive  th e o re tic a l discussion and  exchanges o f  v ie w . I can see no o th e r  w a y  o f  

s to p p in g  th e  d ispersa l, d e m o ra liz a tio n  and  even  g ro w in g  b itte rn es s  b e tw e e n  th o s e  w h o  

h ave  le ft  and  th o s e  o f us w h o  a re  still in. I am  a fra id  th a t  th e  new s w ill have  a v e ry  

n e g a tiv e  e ffe c t on  th e  N.Y. g ro u p  w h ic h  seized upo n  th is  idea  as a p e rsp ec tive  and  w ill 

n o w  fe e l le t d o w n . But m y  fr ie n d  th e s e  th in gs  c a n 't  be  h e lp e d ...a p p a re n tly  th e  t im e  is 

n o t rip e . ( 5 /7 /5 8 ,  S te in )

A fte r  a sm all m e e tin g  o f  re fo rm -m in d e d  NC m e m b e rs  on  th e  ea s te rn  sea b o ard  to o k  p lace  

N elson  w rite s  to  S c h n e id e rm a n  urg ing  h im  to  a tte n d  th e  June NC m e e tin g  in N .Y. and  to  have  

C a lifo rn ia  p re s e n t a d o c u m e n t a rtic u la tin g  th e  re fo rm  p o s itio n . H e p leads w ith  S c h n e id e rm a n ,

It is v e ry  im p o rta n t th a t  you  p lay  a m a jo r  ro le  in it. O u r m a jo r  tro u b le  in th e  last fe w  

years  s tem s fro m  th e  fa c t th a t  w e  lacked an a u th o r ita tiv e  lead ersh ip . I m e a n  s o m e o n e  

w h o  cou ld  have  a rtic u la te d  th e  v iew s w e  a re  fig h tin g  fo r. Because w e  d id  n o t...w e  w e re  

d riftin g  a t  t im e s  as supposed  fo llo w e rs  o f  G ates . ( 6 /1 0 /5 8 ,  N e lso n )

B ut th e  re fo rm e rs  w e re  losing g ro u n d  w ith  fo rm e r  fr ie n d s  like Lim a and  L ig h tfo o t. Fines w rite s  

to  Ross th a t ,  "C lau d e  c am e  back fro m  th e  (A pril) NEC m e e tin g  w ith  a co n s id erab le  change o f  

a ttitu d e ...H e 's  sh arp ly  in d is a g re e m e n t w ith  th e  C a lifo rn ia  g roup  w h o  to o k  a w a lk ."  W r it in g  to  

s to n e , Fine a rtic u la te s  th e  p re d ic a m e n t m a n y  w e re  facing .

If o n e  leaves th e  P arty , he 's  b ra n d e d  as a d e s e rte r  and  e x c o m m u n ic a te d  as a devil; if  he  

stays and  figh ts , he 's  a fa c tio n a lis t and  w o rse ; if he  m o ves o u t o f  th e  d ire c t line  o f  f ire , 

he's on a p o litica l sit d o w n  s trike . Bob and  c o m p a n y , as o f y o u 're , insist on a d ishon est 

s u rre n d e r. M y  princ ip les  c a n 't  accep t th is  as th e  o n ly  a lte rn a tiv e . ( 5 /4 /5 8 ,  F ine)
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U n d e r  such p ressure  Fine fo u n d  it d iffic u lt to  pursue his s tra te g y  fo r  co n stru c tin g  a b road  

o rg a n iza tio n a l re g ro u p m e n t.

I've  had  in d iv id u a l le tte rs  fro m  various  p e o p le  in C a lifo rn ia  and  th e y  a re  all q u ite  

u n h a p p y  and  in s trugg le  w ith  each o th e r . This in its e lf is in e v ita b le  I suppose, b u t I fo r  

o n e  re g re t it. T h a t w as  o n e  p lace w h e re  I had  h o p ed  th e  'p ro -1 6 th co n v e n tio n  e le m e n ts  

w o u ld  pull to g e th e r ... I 'm  d o ing  all I can to  m itig a te  th e  sharp  clashes, try in g  to  keep  

f ra te rn a l an d  c o n s tru c tive  re la tio n s h ip s  a live  b e tw e e n  all, and  try in g  to  kee p  a tte n tio n  

r iv e te d  on th e  u lt im a te  re g ro u p m e n t and  n e w  ad van ce . B ut th is  is its e lf m ay  be en o u g h  

to  g e t m e  ex p e lle d . ( 4 /2 6 /5 8 ,  F ine)

In th e  sam e le t te r  to  Ross, F ine re la te s  an in te re s tin g  s to ry  a b o u t G ates , w h o  had  c o m e  to  

Chicago to  speak. F ine w rite s ,

H e ca lled  m e  and  I had  h im  stay  a t m y  house. W e  argued  u n til 4  a .m . and  w e re  b o th  

q u ite  u n h a p p y  w ith  o u r in a b ility  to  m esh. I fe lt  I had to  te ll  C laude Johnny s tayed  a t m y  

h o m e . H ad he le a rn e d  th a t  Johnny had  b ee n  m y  gu est and  I h a d n 't  to ld  C laude it w o u ld  

have  ru p tu re d  all re la tio n s  and  d e s tro y e d  his c o n fid en c e  in m y  tru th fu ln e s s . C laude w as  

ve ry  u p set, to o k  sharp  issue. I had no r ig h t to  have  an e n e m y  stay  a t m y  h o m e . H e  

p le a d e d  w ith  m e  n o t to  te ll a n y o n e  lest I g e t h im  in tro u b le  to o . Isn 't th is  p a th e tic?  

( 4 /2 6 /5 8 ,  Fine)

T h e  co m p le x  w e b  o f  o ld  frien d sh ip s , shared  sacrifices and  n e w  divisions p u t Fine and  o th e rs  

in to  u n te n a b le  e m o tio n a l and  p o litica l pos itions. P a rticu la rly  fo r  th o s e  still seek in g  som e  

c o m m o n  g ro u n d , th e  pain  and  fru s tra tio n s  w e re  g re a t. For th o s e  ta k in g  a m o re  sec tarian  stance  

th e re  w e re  fa r  fe w e r  e m o tio n a l b u rd en s . W h e n  H e a ly  m e n tio n e d  to  Foster th a t  m an y  v e te ra n  

C o m m u n is ts  w e re  close to  leav ing  th e  P arty  h e  re p lie d , "Let th e m  go, w h o  cares?" (H ea ly , p. 

1 6 4 )

By th e  m id d le  o f June Fine e n te rs  th e  hosp ita l fo r  s to m ach  p ro b lem s . M o re o v e r , all th e  m ain  

re fo rm  ad vo ca tes  w e re  no  lo n g e r fu ll- t im e  P a rty  fu n c tio n a rie s  and  w e re  re s tr ic te d  in th e ir  

a b ility  to  tra v e l by jo b s  and lo w  w ages . Fine w as selling  b u m p e rs , Ross w as house p a in tin g  and  

S te in  w o rk in g  in a b u tc h e r shop. M o s t w e re  still fac ing  ap p ea ls  o f  S m ith  Act convic tions . On  

leav in g  th e  ho sp ita l Fine dec ides  to  d e v o te  m o re  t im e  to  w o rk in g  on a m n e s ty  fo r  Gil G re e n  and  

H e n ry  W in s to n  w h o  w e re  still in p rison and he b ec o m es  th e  local c h a irm a n  fo r  th e  Fam ilies  o f  

S m ith  A ct V ic tim s  C o m m itte e . A m n e s ty  w o rk  w as o n e  issue th a t  p e o p le  inside and  o u ts id e  th e  

P a rty  ra llied  a ro u n d .

T h e  Last B a ttle
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A n o th e r  fig h t w as  b re w in g  fo r  th e  June NC m e e tin g , o n e  in w h ic h  in te rn a tio n a l q u estio n s  w o u ld  

again  p lay  an im p o rta n t  ro le . S im on G erson  w rite s  to  Fine on  th e  June 1 6 th e x e cu tio n  o f  Im re  

N agy, fo rm e r  h ea d  o f s ta te  and  th e  C o m m u n is t P arty  in H u n g ary , "I fe lt  like you  d id  -  sick. It 

w as a s tu n n in g  b lo w  and  I c a n n o t see a n y th in g  re sem b lin g  an e n d o rs e m e n t o f  it  fro m  h ere . You 

can b e  sure th a t  if  th e  m a t te r  co m es up  a t th e  NC th e e  w ill be  a fig h t."  ( 6 /2 0 /5 8 ,  G erso n ) On  

June 3 0 th G erson  w rite s  a n o th e r  le t te r  to  Fine describ ing  th e  NC m e e tin g .

T h e  u p m o s t b itte rn es s  and v ilifica tio n  w as  evo ked  by a reso lu tio n  on th e  H u n g arian  

q u e s tio n  in tro d u c e d  by Al R ichm ond and  m yself. It  w as  q u ite  c a re fu lly  d ra w n  to  m a k e  it 

c lea r th a t  w e  w e re  expressing  a d iffe re n c e  o f  o p in io n  in a fra te rn a l w a y  w ith in  th e  cam p  

o f  socialism  and  d ire c tin g  o u r  m a in  f ir  a t D u lles &  Co. N e v e rth e le ss , w e  w e re  ca lled  

e v e ry th in g  u n d e r th e  s u n ...O u r re s o lu tio n  rece ived  te n  v o tes  -  Al {R ichm ond), Si, 

D o ro th y , M ic k e y , B enn D obbs, D ave  Davis, Joe R o berts , S teve  N elson , M a r th a  S tone  

A n n a  C o rrea  and  o n e  a b s te n tio n , A lan S h aw . T h e re  w e re  2 4  v o tes  ag a in s t...W o rs e , 

h o w e v e r, w as th e  gag ru le  passed w h e n  D ave Davis m o tio n  to  publish o u r re s o lu tio n  in 

The W o rk e r  w as  d e fe a te d  2 6  to  8  w ith  1 a b s te n tio n . Labor po licy  w as  en d o rsed  

u n an im o u s ly , th e  T h o m p so n  (2 8 -8 -2 )  and  D enn is  re p o rts  (3 0 -7 -5 )  w o n  by sp lit vo tes . 

( 6 /3 0 /5 8 ,  G erson )

C learly  th e  D e n n is -F o s te r cam p  had  c o n s o lid a ted  th e ir  lead ersh ip . F ew  had o p p o sed  th e m  and  

a b o u t 2 0  o th e rs  fe lt  so d e je c te d  th e y  d id n 't  eve n  sh o w  fo r  th e  m e e tin g .

T h e  NC m e e tin g  had  a p o w e rfu l e ffe c t on  th e  re fo rm e rs . H e a ly  w rite s  Fine saying, " w e 're  

b e a te n , n o t o n ly  n a tio n a lly , b u t in te rn a tio n a lly , and  w e  w e re  b e a te n  b e fo re  w e  s ta rte d ."  H ea ly  

w as a tta c k e d  by Ben Davis fo r  "rev is io n is t" v iew s  and  he  d e m a n d e d  h e r re m o v a l as D is tric t 

O rg a n ize r fo r  S o u th ern  C a lifo rn ia . She re la te s  h e r  p erso nal in n e r re a c tio n  to  Fine,

'god d a m n  it' says I, 'th is  s .o .b  is g o n n a  h ave  a fig h t on  his hands to  d u m p  m e  in m y ow n  

d is tric t.' But th e n , m in u te s  la te r, s o b er second th o u g h ts  to o k  o ve r. "F ight fo r  w h a t?  To  

p ro v e  w h a t? '...s o  I shall p ro c e e d  w ith  m y  p lans...To  resign as D O  b u t s tay  on  th e  NC until 

th e  C o n v e n tio n , and  to  stay in th e  P a rty  a f te r  th a t .  ( 7 /4 /5 8 ,  H ea ly )

T h re e  days la te r  Fine rece ives  a c o rre s p o n d e n c e  fro m  N elson  w h o  w rite s ,

T h e  re c e n t m e e tin g  o f th e  NC w as  a rough  o n e . W h e n  I g o t th ro u g h  I fe lt  like w r it in g  to  

you  to  th e  ho sp ita l to  m o v e  o v e r and  g ive m e  a bed  to o ... It  w as  a h e a rtb re a k e r  and  th e e  

is m uch  to  be  discussed...I fe lt  b ad ly  n o t see ing  Sid an d  Carl R., Bill S. and  y o u rs e lf and  

o th e rs  a t th e  m e e tin g . ( 7 /2 0 /5 8 ,  N e lso n )
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N elson  also m e n tio n s  h o w  in te rn a tio n a l even ts , th e  12 P a rty  S ta te m e n t, th e  e x e cu tio n  o f  N agy  

and  p o litica l a ttacks  on Yugoslavia all "serve  as su s ten an ce  fo r  th e  lead ersh ip "  and  th e ir  a ttacks  

on th e  rig h t as th e  m a in  d a n g e r in th e  P arty . ( 7 /7 /5 8 ,  N e lso n ) A b it la te r  on July 2 0 th S te in  sends  

a le t te r  saying, "P o litica lly  th in gs  c o u ld n 't  b e  w o rs e ."  ( 7 /2 0 /5 8 ,  S te in )

Ross had  d ec lin ed  to  even  go to  th e  NC m e e tin g . T h e  q u es tio n  o f  d e m o c ra tic  tra d it io n s  in th e  

US, in th e  P a rty  and  in socialist c o u n tries  c o n tin u e d  to  be a ce n tra l d e b a te  and  so th e  N agy  

ex e c u tio n  b ro u g h t th e s e  q u estio n s  o u t once  m o re . Ross is re a d y  to  m o ve  b eyo n d  th e  b a tt le  fo r  

P a rty  lead ersh ip  w h ich  he sees as iso la ted  fro m  th e  "w h o le  co m p le x  o f  class issues" For Ross

T h e  p o litica l key is th e  re la tio n  b e tw e e n  M a rx is t ac tiv ity  and  th e o ry  and th e  c u rre n t o f  

lib e ra lism  and re fo rm is m  as expressed  by its m o st ad van ced  ad vo cates  esp ecia lly  in th e  

la b o r m o v e m e n t. I th in k  M a rx is ts  m u st be  in th e  p o s tu re  o f  th e  best, m o st con s is ten t, 

ad v a n c e d , conscious, b a ttle rs  fo r  re fo rm , m ak in g  a llian ce  w ith  th e s e  m o v e m e n ts  fo r  

d e m o c ra tic  ad vance. W h a t  else m eans be ing  in th e  m a in  s tre a m  w h e n  th e  m a in  s tre a m  

flo w s  s tro n g  on th e  'flo o d  t id e ' o f  lib e ra l-le d  p ro -d e m o c ra tic  b o u rg eo is  re fo rm  and  o n ly  

occasionally  see th a t  th e  u n d e rc u rre n t is im p e lle d  by class s trugg le  issues...but to  m ake  

th is  th e  en d -ca ll and  b e -a ll o f  a conscious Socialist, espec ia lly  o f  a M a rx is t, w o u ld  be  

ra th e r  s h o rt-s ig h te d ...I'm  a fra id  th is  is w h a t  Johnny te n d s  to  do , to  m is tak e  surface  

c u rre n t o f  th e  m a in s tre a m  fo r  w h a t  is go ing  on b e lo w  th e  surface  in th e  sharp  co n flic t  

and  u n d e r to w  and  u n d e rc u rre n t o f  ed d ies  and b o u ld ers  th a t  shape th e  tra n s ie n t f lo w  o f  

surface  w a te rs . (W e d n e s d a y , July, Ross)

All th is  n ew s com es to  Fine as he re -e n te rs  th e  hosp ita l fo r  re m o v a l o f  gall stones. But th e n  a t  

last so m e good  n ew s. On A u g u st6  F ine learns  th a t  he , S te in  and  fo u r  o th e rs  h av e  w o n  th e ir  

ap p ea ls  aga ins t th e ir  S m ith  Act convic tions . W r it in g  to  his o ld  fr ie n d  E lizabeth  G u rle y  Flynn he  

says,

I'm  a fre e  m an . But s tran g e  as it m ay  see m , its fu ll s ign ificance h a s n 't re g is te red  w ith  m e  

as y e t. T o o  long h av e  I b ee n  u n d e r in d ic tm e n t, u n d e r s e n te n c e , re s tr ic te d , h e m m e d  in; 

fo r  o v e r e ig h t years  e v e ry  im p o rta n t decision  I had  to  m ake  o r  p o s tp o n e  w as a lw ays  

bo u n d  up in p a rt w ith  m y  legal res tric tio n s  and  th e  sh a d o w  o f p rison...so  long t h t  I've  

a lm o s t lost th e  sense o f fre e d o m . ( 8 /6 /5 8 ,  Fine)

A lth o u g h  by 1 9 5 8  th e  M c C a rth y  e ra  had o n e  fo o t  in th e  g rave , th e  P a rty  a p p e a re d  to  b e  in a 

s im ila r p o s itio n . O n A ugust 18 , Fine rece ives  w o rd  fro m  Ross th a t  he has le ft  th e  P arty  and  th e  

n e x t w e e k  a le t te r  arrives  fro m  D e tro it  P a rty  le a d e r Saul W e llm a n  th a t  he has res igned . S tein  

also in d icates  he is p re p a rin g  to  leave  and  o th e rs  like G eo rg e  W a t t  and  M a r th a  S tone w e re  also  

on th e ir  w a y  o u t. In a le t te r  to  N e lson  it's  c le a r th a t  F ine is also close to  resigning. H e w rite s , \

[Type text] Page 23



Bob T h o m p so n  is in to w n ...H e  said he  m a y  reach  m e  S a tu rd a y  fo r  a c h a t ! !!??? Frankly, 

th e re  is lit t le  I care  to  ta lk  a b o u t w ith  h im . H e is a b o u t th e  m o st hopeless o f  th e  w h o le  

lo t in m y o p in io n . H e, Ben D. and  Bill Fos ter w ith  G en e 's  craven  and  tra n s p a re n tly  sly 

a c c o m m o d a tio n  a re  pressing h ard  to  fo rc e  su b jec tio n  o r  fo rc e  us o u t. C laude is in a bad  

w a y . H e is m o v in g  m o re  and  m o re  in to  a c c o m m o d a tio n . A nd is usually  in a fo u l m o o d . 

Perh aps th is  conscience h u rts ...S au llie  (W e llm a n )  w ro te  m e , N a t G an ley , D o ro th y  H, 

Louise (Todd), Phil Shatz, e tc e te ra  — all asking fo r  adv ice , all la m e n tin g  th e  s itu a tio n , b u t 

all cou nselin g  d iffe re n t  th in g s  o r  ju s t th ro w in g  up th e ir  hands. It's  a te r r ib le  and  

u n te n a b le  s itu a tio n . ( 9 /4 /5 8 ,  Fine)

This w a v e  o f  res ignations  is g re e te d  by T h o m p so n  as a p o s itive  sign th e  P arty  is on th e  rig h t  

tra c k . In a re p o r t  to  th e  NEC he says,

Th ese  d e v e lo p m e n ts  do  n o t re p re s e n t th e  o p e n in g  up  o f  a n e w  P arty  crisis. T h e y  a re  

essen tia lly  th e  han govers  o f  a past crisis. T h e y  a re  n o t a p ro d u c t o f  a d is in te g ra tio n  o f  

th e  P a rty  b u t a b y -p ro d u c t o f  a process o f  co n so lid a tio n  and  re b u ild in g  o f  o u r P arty . Th e  

p re s e n t im p ro v e d  status ...has  re g is te red  b o th  a m o n g  rev is ion is t and d o g m a tis t...b o th  

a re  a b a n d o n in g  th e ir  hopes th a t  th e  P arty  is on th e  ve rg e  o f co llapse and  d is in te g ra tio n . 

T h e  revis ion ist fo rces  have  d e g e n e ra te d  in to  a P a rty -w re c k in g  and  sab o tag in g  c lique  and  

a tt itu d e  to w a rd s  th e m  in increas ing ly  b ec o m in g  a q u e s tio n  o f  b e in g  e ith e r  fo r  o r  aga inst 

th e  P arty . (S e p te m b e r 1 9 5 8 , T h o m p so n )

T h e  le ft  w a n te d  all d oo rs  sh u t and  T h o m p so n 's  re p o rt  w as  a w a rn in g  to  th o s e  still m a in ta in in g  

w a rm  re la tio n s  w ith  o ld  frien d s .

For so m e , leav in g  th e  P a rty  sp u rred  on  n e w  e ffo rts . Ross set a good  e x a m p le  as h e  c o n tin u e d  to  

p lay  an im p o rta n t  ro le  in th e  progressive and  rad ical m o v e m e n ts  in M in n e s o ta , p a rtic u la rly  w ith  

tra d e  un ion ists . S e n n e tt w rite s  Fine urg ing  m o re  w o rk  to w a rd s  re g ro u p m e n t;

I fe e l th a t  p e o p le  like you , Sid S te in , Carl Ross and  o th e rs  cou ld  be m o st h e lp fu l a t 

p re s e n t if  you  w e re  to  o r ie n t to w a rd  discussions w ith  p e o p le  o u ts id e  th e  C .P ...w h a t is 

th e re  to  p re v e n t close p o litica l co lla b o ra tio n  by and  b e tw e e n  th e  p u b lica tio n s  and  

p e o p le  a ro u n d  th e  N a tio n a l G u ard ian , M o n th ly  R ev iew , T h e  A m e ric a n  Socialist and  

fo rm e r  Progressive P a rty  p e o p le  like V in c e n t H a llin an , Du Bois, Corliss L am o n t, c e rta in  

le ft  t ra d e  un ion ists , h u n d red s  o f  ex-C Pers and p e o p le  still in th e  C.P. ( 8 /2 8 /5 8 ,  S e n n e tt)

S te in  propo ses a m e e tin g  in N e w  Y o rk  fo r  O c to b e r l l - 1 2 th and  Fine sends on  th e  idea to  Ross 

saying th a t  " fo r  it to  be  w o r th w h ile  it is crucial th a t  L.A., San Francisco, P h ilad e lp h ia , P ittsb u rg  

be re p re s e n te d  as w e ll as you  and  I."  ( 9 /1 2 /5 8 )  Ross w rite s  back e n th u s ias tica lly  a r tic u la tin g  a 

n u m b e r o f p o in ts  to  accom plish  inc lud ing  discussing c o n c re te  m ass cam paigns, a g en era l 

p o litica l line  and  a w a y  to  fo rm a lly  c o n tin u e  th e ir  e ffo rts . ( 9 /1 5 /5 8  Ross) Stein  h o p ed  th a t
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S track and  Y ates w o u ld  a tte n d  fro m  C a lifo rn ia ; fro m  NY fo rm e r  D a ily  W o rk e r  s ta ff  and S ta te  

C o m m itte e  m e m b e rs  in c lu d in g  A lan  M a x , M a x  G o rd o n , A b n e r B erry  and  Hal S im on w e re  

e x p e c te d , o th e rs  fro m  th e  East C oast w o u ld  in c lu d e  S to n e , M ik e  Russo and Sid T ay lo r, W e llm a n  

fro m  D e tro it  and  a sc a tte rin g  o f  o th e r  v e te ra n s  fro m  N e w  Jersey, N e w  England and  B u ffa lo .

But a t th is  m o m e n t H ea ly  w rite s  a le t te r  sen t o u t to  Fine, S te in , S to n e  and  A b e  in w h ic h  she  

sticks to  w o rk in g  w ith in  th e  Party.

U n til th e  D is tric t Council m e e tin g  th is  past Sunday, th e re  w as  no  d o u b t th a t  o n e  D.

H ea ly  w as th e  person  w ith  th e  m o st p o litica l b .o .; th e  h a tre d , suspicion etc . w as  in ten se , 

and  th e  d es ire  fo r  m y  qu ick p o litica l d em ise  w as w id e s p re a d . A nd th e n  w e  h ave  a 

Council m e e tin g ...a n d  it b ec o m es  th e  m o st sob er, p o litica lly  respo ns ib le  and  'u n ite d ' 

m e e tin g  w e 'v e  had  in tw o  years . ( 9 /2 4 -2 5 /5 8 ,  H ea ly )

A t th e  sam e t im e  h e r m e e tin g  w ith  th o s e  w h o  resigned  leaves a p o o r im p ress ion , as H ea ly  

w rite s ,

I sp e n t th e  d ay  y e s te rd a y  w ith  C e les te  and  K appy (an d  la te r) w ith  Frank and  Lit C arlson. 

T h e y  h ave  v e ry  d iffe re n t  a p p ro a c h e s ...O n e  th in g  is tru e : th e y  h ave  n o t succeeded  in 

d ra w in g  to g e th e r  an y  n u m b e r  o f  th e  "ex's" m o st o f  w h o m  look upo n  th e m  w ith  

c o m p le te  in d iffe re n c e ."  G iven  th is  assessm ent and  H e a l /s  d es ire  to  stay w ith  th e  P arty  

it's  no surprise  th a t  she dec ides  n o t to  a tte n d  th e  N.Y. m e e tin g . ( 9 /2 4 -2 5 /5 8 ,  H ea ly )

Fine w rite s  H e a ly  a le t te r  th a t  co n ta in s  th e  m o st d e ta ile d  o rg a n iza tio n a l s tra te g y  and p o litica l 

a rtic u la tio n  o f  re fo rm  polic ies o f  an y  o f  th e  le tte rs  go ing back and  fo r th  b e tw e e n  th e  re fo rm e rs . 

It  is an o u tp o u rin g  o f ideas th a t  m u st have  b e e n  g a th e rin g  in Fine's th in k in g  fo r  s o m e tim e  

th o u g h  a t th e  en d  o f  th e  le t te r  he n o tes , "This has b ee n  w r it te n  w ith  m a n y  in te rru p tio n s  and  

w ith o u t  reg ard  fo r  c a re fu l, h ed ged  fo rm u la tio n s ...Y o u  have  asked w h a t  I th in k  -  and  th is  is i t —  

a t least, p a rt -  and  s tric tly  o f f  th e  c u ff."  ( 9 /2 7 /5 8 ,  F ine) N e v e rth e le ss , th e  le t te r  also goes o u t to  

Ross, N e lson  and  Stein .

G iven  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e  le t te r  it's  w o r th  q u o tin g  in s o m e  len g th . F ine firs t n o tes  th e  

d iffic u lty  o f  m a in ta in in g  a m in o r ity  pos ition .

As to  a tte n d a n c e  ( th e  N Y  m e e tin g )  th o s e  co m rad e s  w h o  a re  still d e te rm in e d  a t all cost 

to  re m a in  in th e  P arty  best n o t a t te n d ...th e  con sequences w ill p ro b a b ly  be v e ry  sharp . 

O u r P arty  is fu n n y  th a t  w a y  (and  w e  all h e lp ed  m a k e  it th a t  w a y ). If  o n e  has basic 

d issatis factions w ith  th e  P arty , it is p re fe rre d  th a t  you  re m a in  inside and  be passive, 

leave  q u ie tly  and  sink in to  a co m a , leave  q u ie tly  and  b e  a fre e  lan cer...in  th a t  o rd e r. But 

to  leave  and  g ro u p  to g e th e r  to  avo id  d isp ersa l...to  leave  and  g ro u p  to g e th e r  to  seek  in 

c o m m o n  a lte rn a tiv e s  m ean s  to  ad van ce  th e  socialist cau se ...T h a t's  th e  card ina l sin. T h a t
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m u st b e  fo u g h t in e v e ry  w ay ...S ad  b u t t ru e . Even s a d d e r w h e n  o n e  re flec ts  on th e  

p re a m b le  to  th e  c o n s titu tio n  a d o p te d  a t  th e  16 th C o n ven tio n  w h e n  th e  P a rty  a b a n d o n e d  

th e  'm o n o p lo y ' c o n c e p t ( th e  P a rty  is 'it ' and  e v e ry th in g  else is e n e m y  te r r ito ry )  and  

w h e n  w e  inc luded  in o u r  p e rs p e c tiv e  a u n ite d  socialist o rg a n iza tio n , (ib id )

I co n s id er th e  d ispersa l o f socialist fo rces  th e  w o rs t th in g  th a t  can h a p p e n . I w o u ld  like  

to  link a rm s w ith  th o s e  w h o  le ft...a n d  th o s e  still re m a in in g  in th e  P arty . I b e lie v e  th is  is in 

t ru th  th e  o ffic ia l line  o f  th e  P arty  as a d o p te d  by th e  1 6 th C o n ven tio n ...! p re fe r  to  

m a in ta in  P arty  m e m b e rs h ip  (b u t)l am  d e te rm in e d  to  he lp  e v e ry  e f fo r t  in and  o u ts id e  th e  

P a rty  to  h e lp  p lo w  up g ro u n d  fo r  a n e w  social advance . A nd I'm  p re p a re d  fo r  th e  

con sequences. (Ib id )

In no  sense do I c o n te m p la te  a P arty , a d isc ip line  o rg a n iza tio n , o r  a n y th in g  a lo n g  th o s  e 

lines. B ut th e re  m u st b e  an o rg an ized  re la tio n s h ip , a c o m m o n  e ffo r t , and  s o m e  useful 

p ro je c t...Id e o lo g ic a l and  h e re tic a l ideas m u st be  b o ld ly  in v e s tig a ted  and  th e  p o w e r  o f  

a ttra c tio n  and s tim u la tio n  th a t  co m es fro m  good , sound , fresh  ideas should  be  

e x p lo ite d ...W e  m ust n o t be p ro vo ked  in to  s te rile , in te rn e c in e  w a r fa re  w ith  th e  

p a rty ...b u t o u r fig h t is n o t w ith  C o m m u n is ts  b u t w ith  cap ita lis ts ...w h a t m u st c o m e  is a 

n e w  c e n te r  o r m o v e m e n t fo r  soc ia lism — based p r im a rily  on  th e  tra d e  un ions and  y o u th . 

A nd in th is  m o v e m e n t, th e  p rinc ip les  o f  sc ien tific  socialism  in d ig en o u s  to  A m e ric a , b u t  

also in fra te rn ity  w ith  C o m m u n is ts  and  socialists e v e ry w h e re , w ill s trive  to  w in  

id eo log ica l lead ersh ip . T he  m o m e n t fo r  th is  is n o t h e re  y e t...N e v e rth e le s s  th e  t im e  is 

h e re  to  s ta rt b re a k in g  n e w  gro u n d  fo r  th is  d e v e lo p m e n t, an d  each o f  us can do  

s o m e th in g  to  h e lp ...Th is  re q u ires  fro m  us w o rk  on p ro g ra m , th e o ry , tactics  and  FO R M S  

OF O R G A N IZA T IO N , (th is  sh o u ld ) inc lude  s o m e th in g  like a socialist in fo rm a tio n  

c e n te r ...T h e  o b je c tiv e  th ro u g h o u t, besides fu lfillin g  th e  w o rth w h ile  ro le  o f  m ak ing  

ava ila b le  e v e ry  k ind  o f  socialist in fo rm a tio n , is to  s tim u la te  in te re s t, c o n ta c t, s tu d y  and  

jo in t  ac tio n , all a im in g  to  h e lp  crysta llize  a le ft  t re n d . (Ib id )

O n read in g  th e  le t te r  s te in  rep lies  th a t  w e  a re  " p re tty  m uch  in a g re e m e n t"  s u p p o rtin g  fo u r  key  

ideas; "a m e d iu m  fo r  k e e p in g  co n ta c t, s o m e  fo rm  o f  p u b lica tio n , c o o rd in a te d  th e o re tic a l w o rk  

and  beg inn ings o f  so m e p e rs p e c tiv e  fo rm u la te d  in a s ta te m e n t."  ( 1 0 /1 /5 8 ,  S te in ) Ross w rite s  on  

th e  sam e  day saying, "I read  y o u r opus w ith  in te re s t. O n m a n y  th in gs w e  a re  n o t to o  fa r  a p a rt."  

Ross w a n ts  to  stress prac tica l w o rk  a b it m o re  p o in tin g  o u t th a t

T w o  q u estio n s  a re  invo lved : a) s tim u la tin g  th e  le ft-ra d ic a l tre n d s  th a t  m u st e v e n tu a lly  

give rise to  th e  socialist c u rre n t on  n e w  lines; b) w h ile  h e lp in g  do  th is , to  close th e  gap  

b e tw e e n  us and  th e  la b o r p e o p le 's  m o v e m e n t...a n d  d e v e lo p in g  a socialist p ersp ec tive  

in c lu d in g  fo r  a m ass socialist m o v e m e n t in w h ic h  th e  M a rx is t c u rre n t co n ten d s  fo r
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lead ersh ip ...I w o u ld  w a n t to  b a lance  y o u r ap p ro ach  m o re  w ith  so m e o f  ours so th a t  an y  

jo u rn a ls , In fo  Exchanges, e tc . do  n o t g e t to o  e s o te r ic .16

A d ay  a f te r  th e  N .Y. m e e tin g  Ross w rite s  to  s te in  an d  Fine obv iou sly  exc ited .

M y  head  is buzzing  w ith  all k inds o f  th o u g h ts  a b o u t th e  w e e k e n d  m e e tin g ...I b e lie v e  w e  

have to  fa c e  th e  fa c t th a t  w e  h ave  e n te re d  a n e w  stage in th e  strugg le  fo r  a M a rx is t  

sc ien tific  a p p ro ach  to  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  A m erica  in a n e w  w o rld . W h a te v e r  th e  reasons, 

th a t  te n d e n c y  w h ic h  fo u g h t fo r  th is  ap p ro ach  has b ee n  d e fe a te d  w ith in  th e  CP...The  

strugg le  has n o w  e n d e d  in th e  C.P. It m u st p ub lica lly  n o w  c o m e  o u ts id e . ( 1 0 /1 3 /5 8 ,  

Ross)

For Ross th e  m e e tin g  m akes  his o rg a n iza tio n a l b re a k  c o m p le te . H e goes on to  w r ite ,

T h e  p ro b le m  is h o w  to  c rysta llize  it o u ts id e ...S u n d ay 's  m e e tin g  w as a m ix e d -u p  g ro u p . I 

w o u ld  u rge  D o ro th y , S teve , Joe (R oberts ), Si, e tc . to  jo in  in such a m o v e  b e fo re  th e y  a re  

e x p e lle d  o r fro ze n  in to  c o n fo rm ity . (Ib id )

This list o f  v e te ra n  lead ers  w h o  w e re  p a rt o f  th e  re fo rm  e ffo r t  b u t did n o t a t te n d  th e  m e e tin g  

revea ls  a fu n d a m e n ta l p ro b le m  fo r  re g ro u p m e n t. M a n y  m e m b e rs  d e e p ly  s y m p a th e tic  to  th e  

1 6 th C o n ven tio n  w e re  n o t re a d y  to  leave  th e  Party. E veryb o d y  w as m o v in g  to  th e ir  o w n  pace, 

e m b e d d e d  in th e ir  local e x p e rie n c e  and  p erso nal ties  as w e ll as n a tio n a l p ro b lem s . Fine had  fe lt  

s tro n g ly  th a t  p a rtic ip a tio n  fro m  C a lifo rn ia , P h ilad e lp h ia  and  P ittsb u rg  w as  essen tia l fo r  th e  

success o f  th e  m e e tin g , b u t th is  fa ile d  to  m a te r ia lize . A d d itio n a lly , no  fu ll- t im e  n a tio n a l 

o rg a n ize r w as  a p p o in te d  fo r  th e  e f fo r t , and w ith o u t  d e d ic a te d  s ta ff  and  b u d g e t th e re  w as  no  

rea l h o p e  fo r  a n e w  c e n te r  fo r  socialist th o u g h t and  ac tio n .

S te in  also expressed  s o m e  fru s tra tio n  w ith  th e  m e e tin g . W r it in g  to  Fine he observes ,

W e ll Fred , w h a t  n o w ? !! I have  b ee n  v e ry  d o w n h e a r te d  since th e  c o n fe re n c e  -  fo r  it 

d ra m a tiz e d  th e  g ro w in g  ideo log ica l d ispersal and  o u r o w n  in a b ility  to  a r tic u la te  o u r  

v iew s  co llec tive ly . S ince th e  c o n fe re n c e  I have  ta lk e d  w ith  q u ite  a fe w  p e o p le  m o st o f  

w h o m  expressed  d is a p p o in tm e n t th a t  n o th in g  c o n c re te  c am e  o u t o f  th e  g a th erin g . 

( 1 0 /5 8 ,  S te in )

S te in  goes on  to  c o m m e n t on  a n u m b e r  o f books re v e a lin g  his po litica l s ta te  o f  m ind .

I had a chance to  do  a lit t le  read in g  -  Zh ivago , G ates  and N agay. O n Zhivago -  he  and  I 

are  c o m p le te  strangers . G ates  has n o th in g  to  say and  says it b e t te r  th a n  I e x p e c te d .

16 Ir o n ic a l ly  R oss c a lls  f o r  a  " n a t io n a l  n e t w o r k  o f  s m a ll c o m m it t e e s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ."  Y e a rs  la t e r ,  " C o m m it t e e s  

o f  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e "  b e c o m e s  t h e  n a m e  f o r  a  la r g e  s e c t io n  o f  C .P . m e m b e r s  t h a t  le f t  t h e  P a r ty  in  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  

S o v ie t  b r e a k -u p .
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N ag ay  w as  re a lly  w o rth  read in g . But fo r  th e  fa c t th a t  T h o m p so n  does n o t have  s ta te  

p o w e r w e  w o u ld  h av e  b ee n  as d ea d  as Im re  N agay. (Ib id )

For Fine th e  m e e tin g  also s ignaled  his fin a l b re a k  w ith  th e  P arty  and he o ffe rs  his o ffic ia l 

res ig n atio n  on  O c to b e r 15 . H e soon faced  reprisa ls  in Chicago, as he  w rite s ,

T h e  S e c re ta ria t h e re  w a n te d  m e  to  resign im m e d ia te ly  as C h a irm an  o f  th e  S m ith  A ct 

fa m ilie s  C o m m itte e ...C la u d e  insisted  w ith  m e . H o w e v e r  n o t o n ly  Lil and  Ben (G reen ), b u t  

also D ick C riley  ( w h o  has b ee n  p a rt o f  th e  'le f t ' in th is  D is tric t) op p o sed  th is  v igorous ly  

and  th e  S e c re ta ria t b o w e d  to  th e ir  ju d g m e n t. ( 1 1 /1 0 /5 8 ,  Fine)

O th e rs  in th e  P a rty  c o rresp o n d ed  w ith  Fine Expressing re g re t o v e r his res ig n atio n . A lex  

B itte lm a n  w ro te , "O f course, m y  d e a r fe llo w , I u n d e rs ta n d . I'd  be a d a m n  fo o l if  I d id n 't ,  b u t 

th a t  d o e s n 't  m a k e  it m uch  ea s ie r fo r  m e  to  ta k e . ( 1 1 /1 6 /5 8 ,  B itte lm a n ) G erson said,

W h ile  I d isagree  w ith  w h a t  you  did and  h o p ed  you  w o u ld  share  m y  p a tie n c e , I rea lize d  

th a t  y o u r s ta te m e n t w as  an e lo q u e n t and  ago n ized  expression  fro m  yo u r  

h eart...R eg ard less  o f  any changes in p o litica l s ta tus , you  should  k n o w  th a t  I reg ard  you  

as an o ld  and  d e a r  fr ie n d . M y  frie n d s h ip  -  and fo rg iv e  m e  if I sound corny  -  is n o t ligh tly  

given and  no d e c re e  fro m  an y  source w ill d is ru p t it. ( 1 1 /8 /5 8 ,  G erson )

H e a ly  w rite s  an in te re s tin g  le t te r  th a t  re flec ts  on  h e r  o w n  stand ing . A f te r  a b r ie f  c o m m e n t  

calling  Fine's res ig n atio n  a "so b e r d o c u m e n t (an d  a sad o n e )"  she goes to  h e r  o w n  s itu a tio n .

I sp e n t 2 hours w ith  M ik e  H a rrin g to n  discussing C a lifo rn ia  po litics. T h e  guy w h o  b ro u g h t  

us to g e th e r  (o n e  o f  th e  S ch ac tm an ites ) n e e d le d  h im  in to  in v itin g  m e  to  w r ite  an a rtic le  

fo r  D issen t on  C a lifo rn ia . W h a t  do  you  th in k?  W o u ld  I g e t e xp e lled  fo r  w rit in g  fo r  w h a t  is 

rea lly  an a n ti-S o v ie t m ag azin e?  (1 1 /5 /5 8 ,  H ea ly )

A fte r  critic iz ing  th o s e  th a t  le ft  th e  P a rty  in C a lifo rn ia , H e a ly  tu rn s  h e r a tte n tio n  to  Lim a's  

"od ious c raw lin g "  to  D enn is  saying,

M y  a n s w e r to  h im , inc lud ing  a c o m m e n t on his assertion  th a t  Benn (D obb s) and  I a re  

m is lea d in g  th e  P a rty  in LA, w ill n o t go d o w n  in h is to ry  as a m o d e l in to le ra n c e . (Ib id )

She c lea rly  fee ls  fru s tra te d  and  tra p p e d , b o th  an g ry  and  scared , w ith  no  good  a lte rn a tiv e s .

N e lson  w as also fe e lin g  s tra n d e d  and  d ep ressed , he w rite s

W ith in  th e  P arty  th e  strugg le  c o n tin u es  a ro u n d  th e  sam e  ideas, o f  course , w ith  a lo t less 

voices su p p o rtin g  o u r  v ie w  since you  and  Sid and  o th e rs  le f t .J t  is go ing  to  ta k e  a long  

t im e  an d  m uch  e f fo r t  to  d e v e lo p  a p e rs p e c tiv e  fo r  th e  A m erican  le ft, a p ersp ec tive  

based on M a rx is m , b u t w ith o u t  its d o g m a tic  a p p lic a tio n , as w e  have  d o n e  in th e  past.
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This strugg le  can be carried  on w ith in  th e  P arty  and o u ts id e . Frankly, I do  n o t see g re a t  

g reen  p as tu res  o u ts id e  am o n g st an y  o f th e  le ft . ..w h a t I have  seen o f th e ir  th in k in g  and  

w rit in g  up  to  n o w  th e re  is v e ry  lit t le  th a t  im p ressed  m e  and w h ic h  I w o u ld  be re a d y  to  

s u p p o rt. ( 1 2 /2 6 /5 8 ,  N e lso n )

In 1 9 5 9  th e  a m o u n t o f  co rresp o n d en ces  drops sharp ly . Fine c o n tin u es  his e ffo rts  to  fre e  G re en  

and  W in s to n  and  b eco m es  m an ag in g  e d ito r  o f  a satirica l le ft  m ag az in e  ca lled  M a v e ric k . H e also  

acts as P rog ram  C hair fo r  th e  A m erican  F o ru m , w h ic h  c o n tin u e d  to  h av e  so m e life  and  sponsor 

p ro g ram s  b u t n e v e r led to  an o rg a n iza tio n a l re a lig n m e n t. An exchange b e tw e e n  Fine and  Ross 

expresses th e  co n d itio n s  th e y  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  in. Fine w rite s ,

W e  a re  tu rn in g  o u t to  be piss p o o r c o rresp o n d en ts . It c a n 't  be  because w e 're  lazy ...It 

m u st be  b ecause w e 'r e  busy a n d  m u st also fe e l th a t  w e  d o n 't  h ave  m uch to  say o f  g re a t  

co n seq u en ce . N e v e rth e le s s , I'm  d e e p ly  in te re s te d  in w h a t  y o u 're  d o ing  -  p e rso n a lly  and  

p o litica lly , and  w h a t  y o u 're  th in k in g .17

Ross rep lies  in th e  sam e  ve in ,

I to o  have  p o n d e re d  no  lit t le  o v e r th e  reaso n  fo r  th e  a lm o st to ta l lapse o f  

co rre s p o n d e n c e  on th e  p a rt o f  m o st o f  us c o n cern ed . It  is, it seem s to  m e , d u e  to  

p re o c c u p a tio n  w ith  m a n y  o th e r  th in gs  inc lud ing  re o rie n tin g  w ith  resp e c t to  e a rn in g  a 

live lih o o d , a lack o f  an y  s ign ifican t n e w  d e v e lo p m e n ts  o r  in te re s tin g  exp erien ces; b u t also, it 

w o u ld  seem  d u e  p erh a p s  to  s o m e  m u tu a l p e rtu rb a tio n  ro  sense o f  unease  a b o u t th e  q u e s tio n  

o f  a g re e m e n t o v e r d ire c tio n  o r s ta rtin g  p o in t...o r  p e rh ap s  I should say, o f  expression  b e in g  

given to  th e o re tic a l questions . ( 6 /5 /5 9 ,  Ross)

Conclusion

T h e  c e n te r  n e v e r had  a c o m p le te ly  a rtic u la te d  thesis  o f  change. T h e re  w e re  in th e  m id s t o f  

d ia lec tic  w ith  a flu id  and te n ta t iv e  p o litica l synthesis d e v e lo p in g  in response to  th e  o th e r  

cam ps. U lt im a te ly  th e y  lacked  th e  t im e  and cohesion  to  fu lly  d e v e lo p  th e ir  a lte rn a tiv e . B ut th e  

fa ilu re  to  d e v e lo p  a m ass socialist p a rty  o v e r th e  past 5 0  years  c an n o t s im ply  be laid o th e  

d o o rs te p  o f  th e  re fo rm is t w in g  o f  th e  CPUSA. O th ers , such as th e  social d e m o c ra ts , have  tr ie d  

and  fa ile d . A nd  w h e n  a n e w  g e n e ra tio n  o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  m in d e d  y o u th  d e v e lo p e d  in th e  1960s  

th e  m a in  th ru s t w as  to w a rd s  M a o is m  and  re v o lu tio n a ry  n a tio n a lis m . (2 0 0 2 , E lb au m ) T h e  CP 

ex p e rie n c e d  m ild  g ro w th , o n ly  to  sp lit again  w ith  th e  fa ilu re  o f  socialism  in th e  S o vie t U n ion .

17 In  1 9 8 4  F in e , w h o  n e v e r  r e n o u n c e d  s o c ia lis m  o r  M a r x is m ,  w a s  a p p o in t e d  t h e  f i r s t  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  C u l tu r e  b y  

C h ic a g o 's  p ro g re s s iv e  A f r ic a n -A m e r ic a n  m a y o r ,  H a r o ld  W a s h in g to n .  T h e  M a y o r 's  a c t io n  u n le a s h e d  a  s to r m  o f  r e d ­

b a it in g  w h ic h  w a s  u n s u c c e s s fu l in  s to p p in g  t h e  a p p o in t m e n t .
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W h ile  p a rt o f  th e  p ro b le m  is w ith  th e  le ft , w e  c a n 't  ig n o re  th e  c u ltu ra l and  ideo log ical 

h e g e m o n y  o f  th e  ru ling  class, w h ic h  is p e rh ap s  th e  m o st im p o rta n t e le m e n t in th e  fa ilu re  to  

bu ild  a m ass socialist m o v e m e n t. M o v e m e n ts  in th e  US c e rta in ly  h ave  b ee n  large  and m ilita n t,  

b u t fu n d a m e n ta lly  re fo rm is t. T h e  le ft  has p layed  an im p o rta n t ro le  w ith in  th e s e  b u t n o n e  have  

g ro w n  b eyo n d  th e ir  agendas o r id e o lo g y  in to  an a rtic u la te d  socialist o rg a n iza tio n a l s tru c tu re  

and  consciousness.

T h in k in g  o v e r his exp erien ces  F ine o b s e rv e d , "An in te re s tin g  th in g  is to  co n s id er w h y  does a 

c e n te r  e m e rg e  and  w h y  does a c e n te r  ra re ly  w in  e x c e p t h is to rica lly  T h e  ce n tr is t p o s itio n  is th e  

e a rly  synthesis o f  th e  le ft  and  rig h t e x tre m e s . T h e re fo re , it su ffers  fro m  b e in g  a p re m a tu re  

synthesis . E ven tu a lly , s o m e w h e re , s o m e tim e  it b eco m es  th e  u lt im a te  synthesis b ecause th e  

tw o  e x tre m e  positions  co llapse ."  ( In te rv ie w , 1 9 8 2 )

P erhaps w e  can see th is  " p re m a tu re  synthesis ' fro m  1 9 5 8  ta k e  fo rm  o v e r  th e  last 2 0  years  inn  

such o rg an iza tio n s  as th e  W o rk e rs  P a rty  in B razil, FM LN  in El Sa lvador, PRD in M e x ic o , M A S  in 

Bolivia, th e  Left P a rty  in G e rm a n y  and  th e  A N C  in S outh  A frica . This is n o t th e  p lace to  an a lyze  

th e ir  success o r  th e  p u rity  o f  th e ir  socialist c h a ra c te r, b u t to  recog n ize  th e ir  o rg a n iza tio n a l fo rm  

and  socialist c o n te n t o f  th e ir  s ta te d  principals  and  p a rty  p la tfo rm s . These  g roups b ro u g h t 

to g e th e r  d if fe re n t  o rg an iza tio n s  and  social m o v e m e n ts  in to  m ass socialist p a rtie s  run  a lo n g  

d e m o c ra tic  lines n o w  seek in g  to  tra n s fo rm  soc ie ty  th ro u g h  class strugg le  and  d e m o c ra tic  

e lec tio n s . T h e  strugg le  o f  th e  c o m m u n is t re fo rm e rs  is p a rt o f  th is  on g o in g  h is to ry  to  d iscover  

and  bu ild  th e  road  to  socialism .
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